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br|2 S| t ^ foetus’s pain exposes raw nerves 
' at Deri, in the battle over abortion 


Name, address, 
number - all on 
Big Brother's CD 



An image of a 24-week-old foetus from the book A Child « Bom by photographer Lennart Nilsson 
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Aborted babies may be 
able to feel pain. The 
announcement by 
gynaecologists comes 
just days before the 30th 
anniversary of the 1967 
Ubortion Act. Qenda 
roper. Social Affairs 
Correspondent, on the 
ontinuing controversy 
ver whether foetuses 
uffer. 

. bilter feud between pro- and 
3 ti-abortion campaigners was 
drived yesterday after a report 
/ the Royal College of Obste- 
idans an d Gynaecologists said 
ia£ a foetus may be able to feel 
iin from 26 weeks. 

The college yesterday dis- 


closed scientific evidence that 
the development of file nervous 
system, which might enable a 
foetus to feel pain, begins at 
around the 26th week of gesta- 
tion. it was the first time the 
Royal College has issued guide- 
lines on pain during abortions, 
stressing that the foetus should 
be protected from any potential 
painful or harmful procedures. 

Foetal pain is the critical 
point of argument between pro- 
life and pro-choice campaign- 
ers. Pro-lifers claim that the 
foetus can feel pain much ear- 
lier, while the pro-choice lobby 
says there is already no possi- 
bility of h feeling pain because 
of the way late terminations are 
carried out 

The pro-choice lobbyists say 
that the cortex - the upper part 
of the brain - does not devel- 


op fully until 26 weeks and is es- 
sential for pain sensations. 

But the pro-lifers argue that 
the cortex is responsible for a 
“great deal less than people 
imagine ", and that the thalamus 
part of the brain’s primitive 
brain structures, could play a vi- 
tal part in experiencing pain. 
Last year a report supported by 
the Parliamentary Pro-Life 
group said that a foetus may feel 
pain by the 10th week of life. 

The college's study was car- 
ried out by a working party of 
medical experts, scientists, lay 
people, a theologian and a 
lawyer. It advises doctors to con- 
sider using an anaesthetic for 
unborn babies when carrying 
out a termination at or after 24 
weeks- to allow any discrepancy 
as to the exact age of the child. 

Very few abortions take 


place after 24 weeks, the nor- 
mal legal limit for termina- 
tions. and if they do they are 
usually because of severe foetal 
abnormality such as heart de- 
fects. Of the 177,225 abortions 
carried out last year, 653 were 
performed at 23 or 24 weeks 
and 92 at 25 weeks or over. 

Professor Anne McLaren, 
who chaired the working group, 
said it had "looked at the sci- 
entific evidence and found that 
before 26 weeks there was no 
awareness of pain”. 

“This should reassure the 
overwhelming minority of 
women who have a termination 
at this late stage that there is no 
possibility of the foetus feeling 
pain.” she added. “What we 
are saying to doctors is that af- 
ter 24 weeks they should con- 
sider giving some sort of 


analgesia. We don’t know what 
the effect of an analgesia would 
be on the child and it is difficult 
to find out. One of our recom- 
mendations is that more re- 
search is done on intervention 
with or without analgesia.” 

Pro-life campaigners said 
that the acceptance a foetus 
could suffer pain was a step in 
the right direction but that it did 
not go far enough- lack Scaris- 
briefc, of the pro-life charity Life 
who sat on Lord Rawiinson’s 
commission into abortion issues, 
described the report as “simply 
a way of anaesthetising die 
consciences of doctors and the 
whole of society”. . 

“There is a gradual slope up 
to pain, so if we are to try and 
avoid pain we should anaes- 
thetise much earlier than 25 
weeks. If our object is to avoid 


pain, then maybe [we should do 
itj 10 weeks earlier,” he added 
The director of the Society 
for the Protection of Unborn 
Children (SPUC), John 
Smeaton said: “Although we 
welcome any acceptance of the 
humanity of the unborn child, 
the feet that a foetus is a sen- 
tient being shows that rather 
than giving anaesthetics we 
should not have abortion at all” 
But Ann Furedi, director of 
the pro-choice charity the Birth 
Control Trust said there was al- 
ready no possibility of a foetus 
feeling pain because of the way 
terminations are carried out 
She said: “Jo abortions at 
and after 20 weeks, the foetal 
heart is always stopped prior to 
the abortion so there is already 
no possibility that the foetus 
could suffer.” 


. An innocuous-looldng- 

CD-Rom will next week 
mark an uncomfortable wa- 
tershed in the information 
age in Britain. A £170 elec- 
tronic UK pbone directory 
from an American compa- 
ny will hold 42 million 
names, addresses and 
phone numbers - search- 
able by telephone number, 
street name and town to 
yield details you may have 
wanted to keep private. 

The Boston company, 
i-CD Publishing, insists that 
it will enrich peoples' lives, 
tty saving them money on 
directory enquiries calls - 
which earn BT £125m an- 
nually, while business will 
get a “better deal for the 
customers”. It expects to 
sell four milli on copies in 
the UK over the next 12 
months. 

However, BT and the 
Data Protection Registrar 
are deeply unhappy about 
the implications of such 
“reverse search” facibtytin 
a phone directory. In the 
US, where reverse search- 
ing has been available for 
about five years, people 
regularly complain that 
■reals are interrupted by 
unwanted phone calls from 
marketing companies. 

But other aspects to the 
facility may be unwelcome 
too. Phil Jones, an assistant 
data protection registrar, 
said: “It’s unfair to tele- 
phone customers to intro- 
duce this, because it alters 
their control of private in- 
formation they have given 
out in the past. If you put 
your phone number in an 
advert selling your car, do 
you want every motor deal- 
er in the area turning up on 


- your-doorstep uninvited?”' 

At i-CD, tire UK sales 
manager, AJastair Craw- 
ford, said yesterday that 
such a disc, which has been 
compiled from electoral roll 
data and many companies' 
telephone number data, is 
an inevitable outcome of 
the information revolution. 

“We're like a motorway 
-we get people together. 

We can't predict or control 
what will happen when they 
do.” he said. 

Selling the CD-ROM in 
Britain does not break any 
UK data protection laws, 
because tire actual database 
was compiled abroad, Mr 
Jones said 

BT said last night that it 
will investigate the disc to 
see whether it breaks its 
copyright. Over the years, 
BT has strenuously op- 
posed attempts by rival 
companies to introduce 
such tystems. Bui it says 
this is not amply defending 
its near-monopoly on direc- . 
tory enquiry data. "People 
have to-be asked if they 
warn to be listed in our di- 
rectory. They don’t have 
that option here," said a 
spokesman. 

Both organisations said 
Lhe likeliest effect is that 
more people will go ex-di- 
rectory. Already 56 per 
cent of Londoners are un- 
listed. People will be able 
ro remove themselves from 
the list, via an Internet site 
that i-CD will run at 
hw, ] 92.com. But the com- 
pany has already decided 
that openness has its limits: 
it has voluntarily excluded 
data on Northern Ireland. 

— Charles Arthur, 
Science Editor 
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TODAY'S NEWS 


Brown to explain 

The Chancellor, Gordon Brown, will make a statement to 
the Commons on Monday setting out the Government’s 
poficy towards a single currency. The Treasury said the Gov- 
ernment was “acting decisively to stop speculation by mak- 
ing the statement at the earliest possible opportunity". 

Page 4 

FA accuses Italy 

The FA accused the Italian authorities of deliberately in- 
timidating English supporters in a 50-page report on the 
trouble that marred England's World Cup qualifier in Rome 
this month. The FA said it believed that the overwhelm- 
ing majority of England supporters conducted themselves 
with great restraint. Page 3 

Children under curfew 

Police and politicians are congratulating themselves on the 
opening night of what rs, in all but name, a curfew on the 
streets of Britain. The Independent watched the operation 
on housing estates in the Scottish town of Hamilton as 
eight youngsters were picked up by police and returned 
to their parents. Page 16 


New rights for Britons 

The Government took the first step towards enshrining 
the protection of human rights in British law. Under pro- 
posals set out in a White Paper, people who believe their 
rights under the European Convention on Human Rights 
have been violated will, for the first time, be able to seek 
redress through the British courts. Page 10 

SEEN & HEARD 

The Spanish dictator Franco, who ruled for 40 years, . 
-'Was less successful in his first attempted romantic con- 
quest. fn.33 postcards from 19(3, auctioned fast night in 
Madrid, the pint-sized future despot pours his heart 
out to the teenage daughter of die officer commanding 
the Spanish African outpost of Melilia. “I love you great- 
ly or rather very, very much,” the 20-year-old second- 
lieutenant writes. Franco, who won medals in Spain’s 
doomed campaign against Morocco, was no Don Juan. 
He courted Sofia Subiran, 15, with what she described 
as “exquisite delicacy", but she was put off by his high- 
pitched voice, stiffness and lack of poise. “I didn’t like 
Franco," she said years later. “I was very pretty He 
was serious, too serious ... He was clumsy, poor thing.” 
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Young rockers unleash 
drug-fired frenzy 


PEOPLE 


Radio l’s audience figures may show that the station is in decline, but it 
still manages to have a very surprising sweep of listeners. Every moral- 
ist in the country, from Ann Wfddecombe'to Mary Whitehouse, appears 
to have been tuning into Steve Lamacq’s Late Nfghi Session when he in- 
terviewed the Gallagher brothers on Thursday night," 

At least one would think so from the veritable queue of outraged rent- 
a-quotes who Lined up yesterday to condemn the BBC for airing a live 
interview where Noel and Liam advocated the legalisation of drugs and 
used earthy language- MrLamacq, who lost control of the interview while 
the brothers attacked old rockers and each other, made the eminently 
sensible suggestion that listeners offended by what they were hearing should 
switch off their radios. This was obviously missed by Miss Widdecorobe: 
“This is utterly appalling and the BBC should hold an inquiry to estate 

lish what happened,” foamed the 




Tory MP for Maidstone. 

What happened was that dur- 
ing a discussion of The Verve's 
hit song “The Drugs Don’t 
Work”, Noel Gallagher niatfa the 
observation that while it is a very 
good song, it's premise is some- 
what flawed - or words to that 
effect. His brother Liam, who has 
probably sper^t enough money on 
drugs to know whether they 
work or not, agreed with him: “I 
know what he's saying, drugs do 
bloody work- You know the 
score" 


Woman disfigured after surgery wins £20,000 


Liam’s wild ways helped ratch- 
et the story up further yesterday 
when he chased reporters away 
from his North London home and 
threatened to stick a camera 
down a photographer's throat. 

The BBC has apologised for any offence caused by the show and has 
said it would investigate the broadcast. 

The mother of teenage Ecstasy victim Leah Betts seemed to have for- 
gotten the history of rock music over the last 30 years when she condemned 
Oasis as a uniquely Ninelies phenomenon: “1 feel very sad and concerned 
for young people today. They look up to people like Oasis and no-one 
warns them of the other side.” 

Despite the fact that Noel Gallagher has had a beer with Tony Blair 
he has some way to go before he becomes as respectable as some of the 
old farts - or Sixties rock legends - he conde mns . The Rolling Stones 
has a brand of Volkswagen named after them and corporate tour spon- 
sors. Paul McCartney is now Sir Paul McCartney. 

Yet once the Rolling Stones were frying arrested and condemned for 
using drugs, urinating against walls and abusing Mars bars. Their fans 
threatened the very fabric of society by slashing the fabric upholstery in 
concert halls where they played. 

Even “nice" Paul McCartney has seen the inside of a Japanese police 
cell, after he was arrested there with enough grass to get Coventry stoned: 

In a recent documentary Liam Gallagher made the startlingly obvi- 
ous point that anyone who was as rich and famous as him at 23 would 
enjoy themsefves as much as he does. 

— Paul McCann 


A worn an left with disfigured breasts after treatment 
for leaking silicohe implants won £20,636 damages ' 
yesterday. Christine Williams on. 48 (above, with her 
daughter. Dawn), was awarded the compensation for 
a hospital's failure to obtain her consent for smgeiy 
involving the removal of her right breast and much 
of herchest mtsde. Her left breast was ako left scarred 
by the surgery, at London's St Bartholomew’s Hos- 
pital in April 1994, the High Court in Loudon heard. 

Mrs Williamson, of Clapton, east London was 
a psychologically vulnerable woman whose breasts 
were of “paramount" importance to her, said Mr 
Justice Butterfield. He found that the operation was, 
or would have become, necessary at some stage. But 
Mrs Williamson, who gave evidence that she would 
have run from the hospital has she known it was 
planned, did not give her consent. 

“Accordingly she is entitled to an award for the 
pain and suffering that such negligent failure enti- 
tles her,” the judge said 

The damages were awarded against the hospi- 


tal trust (The Royal Hospital of St Bartholomew. 

* The Royal London Hospital and The London Chest 
Hospital NHS Trust), which had denied negligence. 

Mrs Williamson had the silicone implants insert- 
ed in 1979. She began to suffer breast hardening in 
19S2 and had a number of corrective procedures. Id 
D ecember 1992, she consulted Bart's plastic surgeon, 
James Harvey-Kemble, complaining she had lost all 
her confidence as a woman and her marriage was on 
the rocks because of the continuing problem. Sbe com- 
plained that her husband said sbe was not the wom- 
an he married and their sexual relationship was difficult 
because she was nervous about not pleasing him. 

Rejecting her negligence claim against the sur- 
geon, the judge said Mrs Williamson was confused 
in her recollection that the surgeon had told her there 
was nothing he could do and she should go home 
and live with it. The judge criticised the failure of 
another Bart's plastic surgeon, Mrs Dalia Niefd, prop- 
erly to inform Mrs Williamson of ber intention to 
carry out radical surgery in 1994. 


Female crew 
abandons sail 
record bid 


Yachtswoman Tracy Edwards and 
her all-female crew have aban- 
doned their attempt to shatter the 
world record for sailing round 
Britain and Ireland. 

The team, who needed to com- ; 


plete the i787 mile course with- 
in five days, 21 hours, hve minutes 


CONTENTS. 




The way we live 

3 

Arts 

19 

Commonwealth 

7 

Leader, Letters 

20 

The first Lady 

9 

Comment 

21 

Human rights 

10 

Obituaries 

22 

Algeria 

12 

Business 

23-25 

World news 

14 

The big picture 

26 

Nazis return 

15 

Sport Time Off. 14-26 I 

Youth in trouble 

16 

Weather 

Time Off. 2 

Yemen 

17 

TV & Radio 

The Eye, 

Saturday story 

18 

Crosswords Time off, 12,26 


in five days, 21 hours, five minutes 
and 27 seconds, decided to bead 
home after stru ggli ng against bad 
weather off the Orkneys. 

Ms Edwards said: “Basically 
the weather was against us. We 
spoke with our weather experts 



and looked at the charts, but 
there was no way we were going 
to be able to beat the record. 

“We have had an incredibly 
frustrating day with the wind on 
the nose and we just decided that 


rather than beating our brains out 
to get round the Orkneys we 
would head for home.” The 35- 
year-old captained the first all-fe- 
male crew in the Whitbread 
Round the World race and bolds 
the record for the fastest all-fe- 
male transatlantic crossing. 

Despite this week’s defeat, 
she said she would continue to 
pursue other yachting records 
aqd paid tribute to her team. 

■ ’“•‘J know we’ve got a great boat 
and a great crew and although the 
girls are obviously disappointed we 
are all remaining positive,” she 
said. “We will get home, do some 
repairs and maybe think about re- 
peating this challenge a bit later." 


— Amanda Kelly 


Schoolboy died 
drink-driving 


A public schoolboy who died af- 
ter his car crashed during a police 
ebase was over the legal drink- 
drive limit, an inquest was told yes- 
terday. Toxicology tests on the 
body of Julian ElwelL a 17-year- 
old boarder at the £12,750-a-year 
Malvern College, showed a blood 


alcohol leading of 104mg in 100ml 
of blood, above the legal limit of 
80mg. 

Coroner Victor Round said at 
Worcester magistrates court that 
the sixth former died from shock 
and haemorrhage due to multiple 
injuries. Coroner’s officer Robert 
Taylor told the court that Julian's 
father, Jonalhen ElwelL of Vir- 
ginia Water, Surrey, identified 
his son’s body at Newtown hospital 
two days after the tragedy. The in- 


quest. was adjourned until early 
next year. 

Julian died last Saturdaywhen 
his car collided with a gate post 
outside his lodgings. West Mercia 
poh'cc said an officer in a patrol 
car stopped to talk to Julian, who 
was sitting in his car outside a pub 
in Malvern. He then drove off at 
high speed, pursued by the patrol 
car. An investigation into his 
death will be supervised by the 
I/ee Complaints Authority. 
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What do you give the car that has everything? 

How about even more standard equipment and a bigger choice of colours, interiors and options? 
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Disabled people support cannabis 

A quarter of disabled pwple are of the 200 
moral a study revealed yesterday. The w qy ^ Abrupt 70 

abled people questioned believe cairn ^ were me n and bfcer 

percentsaid they had taken the drug- ^ a p prove d on them 
£nt were women. A quarter said the r doctois apP W 


percentsaid they had taken the drug- ^ approved on them 
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Pint of lager and a loo roll please 
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A clean well-equipped loo is more important to us when we visit our lo- 
cal boozer than a good selection of quality tipples or a friendly greeting 
from the bar staff, according to new research. Nearly 70 per cent of dnnkexs 
interviewed by the Scottish & Newcastle chain put a spotless tofleL fiir- 
nished with a decent supply of loo rolls, top of their list of needs when- 
visiting a pub.This was followed by 61 per cent who said they wanted po- 
lite service and just over a half who objected to queue jumpers stealing 
their place at the bar. 

— Amanda Keffy , 


ENVIRONMENT 


Car pollution study launched 




A five-year study was launched yesterday to investigate the threat of pol-( 
lution particles, believed to be linked to thousands of deaths each year. 
British Lung Foundation scientists will aim to find out why particulates 
- microscopic toxic dust from cars and lorries - are damaging to health. 
Previous studies suggest that more than 10,000 people a year may be killed 
inBritain hy fine pollution particles. Large-scale research in the United 
States has shown chat high levels of particulates ca a increase rates of heart 
and lung disease by up to 37 per cent. There appears to be no thresholds 
below which exposure to particulates ceases to have any health effects. 
In the new study, researchers at Napier University in Edinburgh will test 
the theory that it is the minute size of particulates and the way they te- 
act with other chemicals that makes them so dangerous. 
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Singing stops for Diana 
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The down-beat, respectful music played by radio stations after the death ' ■'* ‘ 
of Diana, Princess of Wales, is being blamed for a'slump in radio listen- 
ing figures during the summer. The official “Rajar" listening figures show 
that Radio 1 lost a further 170,000 listeners during J uly. August and Septem- 
ber. giving the station a weekly audience of around 9. million people. Lon- 
don station Capital Radio also lost listeners — its audience was 14 percent _ : - 
smaller than in the previous quarter and the station said it was due to it ' ' 
making the most extreme music policy change of any station in London. 

In the aftermath of Diana s death listeners turned from music to speech ; . 

radio and Talk Radio had its highest ratings in its two and a half year his- ^ 
lory. Its listening was helped hv a 58 percent jump in the audience for/® 
Danny Baker s phone-in football show that he look to the station afteity'^i ’ 
being dropped from BBC Radio ? Live. s K‘- 
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TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmei) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


223 

Italy (lira) 

2 ’ 756 IH 

19.74 

Japan (yen) 

I95.30M 

57.97 

Malta (lira) 


. 2.20 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3-16 fflr 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

{U6 we 

10.76 

Portugal (escudos) 

284.48«| 

9.43 

Spain (pesetas) 

237.06® 

283 

Sweden (kroner) 

aioMi 

444.91 

Switzerland (francs) 
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Turkey (lira) 
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1.07 

LISA ($) 
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Italians to blame 
for intimidating 
English fans, 
says FA report 


>The Italian authorities have been 
blamed for much of the violence 
during the World Cup qualifying 
game between England and Italy. 
The Italians could be fined and 
forced to change the way they 
handle future games, writes Jason 
Bennetto, Crime Correspondent. 


English soccer supporters were “deliber- 
ately intimidated” by the Italian police dur- 
ing the World Cup game in Rome this 
month, according to a report by the Foot- 
ball Association. 

The treatment of many English fens, 
who were mwolved in bloody confrontations 
with riot police at the stadium in Rome on 
1 1 October, was described as “intolerable”. 

A 50-page report concluded (hat “no ser- 
ious efforts” were made by officers to pre- 
^vent Italian fens throwing missiles, and that 
■'the police’s “brutal treatment"in baton- 
charging sections of the crowd was unjus- 
tified. The authorities were also accused of 
“extreme provocation”. 

Some English supporters, however, 
were criticised for drunken and violent be* 
haviour in the run-up to the match, which 
saw England draw 0-0 at the Olympic Sta- 
dium to qualify for the World Cup finals. 

Inadequate stewarding and an unwill- 
ingness to use British police expertise 
were also died as reasons for the break- 
down of order. 

Fife, the world football authority, yes- 
terday said that Italy could be censored, but 
added it was unlikely tbat it would ban them 
from the competition. A spokesman said: 
“Italy could be yellow-carded and punished 
with a fine, for example, but I don’t think 
Vila will ban the Italians.” 

He added that the I talian authorities had 
until Monday to give their side of the story. 

A spokesman from the Italian Embassy 
in London said that the FAs reportwas “cme 
side of events” and that their interior min- 


ister was completing his report. The hard- 
hitting response by the FA is certain to cause 
a major furore with the Italian authorities. 

The FA’s report was compiled from the 
experiences of almost 1,500 English sup- 
porters. 

An FA statement said: “The FA believes 
the overwhelming majority of En glan d sup- 
porters conducted themselves with great 
restraint on the night of October 1 1. 

“This happened despite what would ap- 
pear to have been deliberate intimidation, 
and sometimes extreme provocation, on the 
part of some of those responsible for their 
safety and security while on foreign soil. 

“We are bound to stress our particular 
alarm at the fact that UK police officers 
who travelled to Rome were at best under- 
utilised, at worst deliberately ignored. 

“There was no effective stewarding or 
adequate signage. The experiences of a 
Large number of supporters before, during 
and after the match were intolerable.” 

Millions of television viewers saw pic- 
tures of Italian policemen crushing Eng- 
lish fens against barriers and hiuing them 
with batons. ' 

About 2^00 English fens were also sold 
tickets that would have placed them along- 
side Italian supporters. The report also 
found that crowds of supporters were 
caught in a bottleneck because of the time 
taken to check their tickets and to be 
searched by the authorities 

The report concedes that not all Eng- 
iisb fens behaved impeccably, either at or 
before the match, and that the FA is keen 
to see action taken by the Government to 
ensure that known trouble-makers are 
not allowed to travel to away matches in 
future. 

Discussions with Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, about the issue are to take place. 

David Dayies, the FA director of public 
affairs, called on Fife to carry out an inde- 
pendent investigation into the Rome inci- 
dent. He also said that countries ought to 
draw up a standard code of, conduct to be 
used for all international football matches. 



Time for change: 17th- and 18th-century timepieces - and, yes, a pedometer (bottom left) - for sale at a London market Photograph: Brian Harris 

Traditionalists sleep easy as clocks go back 


As the clocks go back to give 
us all an extra hour in bed 
tonight, traditionalists can 
sleep easy that this is one rit- 
ual which looks set to contin- 
ue unchanged. 

R)lice, safely campaigners 
and the Confederation of 
British Industry (CB1) backed 
last year’s Private Member’s 
BQ1 by Conservative John 
ButterfQl which would have 
brought the United Kingdom 
into line with the rest of 
Western Europe by staying 
one hour ahead of Greenwich 
Mean Tune in winter and two 
i-hpurs ahead in summer. 

7 i' JBul there were howls of 


protests from Scotland, where 
the Scottish Nationalist Party 
was among those who con- 
demned the move. The na- 
tionalists said it would plunge 
Scots into morning darkness, 
by transferring the hours of 
daylight to the evening. 

The protesters appear to 
have won. John Butterfill, 
who last year topped the an- 
nual Commons ballot for 
backbench bills, will not be 
getting another chance. He 
said yesterday that he was not 
aware that anybody would be 
taking the battle fortijer. “I 
doubt iL Unless you get . 
government support For it, J 


I don’t think that it will 
happen.” 

There was a fairly deter- 
mined group of opponents in- 
cluding some, although not 
all, Scottish MPS, and Euro- 
phobes who regarded the 
idea as another European 
plot be said. 

“But it would be amazingly 
useful. It would e limina te ac- 
cidents and the police think it 
would reduce crime because 
criminals tend to operate in 
darkness but don’t get up 
early. 

“Businesspeople want it 
because at the-moment . *• 
they’re constantly one hour 


adrift of their European 
counterparts.” 

He said civil servants in a 
number of government de- 
partments, including the 
Home Office, transport and 
health, had been very keen. 
But a Home Office spokes- 
woman said yesterday there 
were no government plans to 
put forward new legislation 
on the issue. 

A spokeswoman for the 
CBI said that they had 
backed Mr Butterfill’s bill be- 
cause most their members - 
with the principal exception 
of the construction industry - 
had expressed support for iL 


But she said: “It seems to 
have died a death now. We Ye 
not lobbying at all.” 

The SNP is pleased. “We 
opposed it quite strongly last 
time and would do again. The 
arguments are still the same.” 
a spokesman said. 

“People don’t want to be 
waking up and working until 
12 in the afternoon in black- 
ness. But it wasn’t just Scot- 
land - it would have meant a 
whole swathe down the coast 
of Wales and west of England 
would have been plunged into 
morning darkness. It was a 
bizarre proposal.” 

— Louise Jury 


Vital statistics go awry on fashion’s 
glossy night out 




Vote recounts, 
resignations and deep 
embarrassement all 
round sullied this week’s 
British Fashion Awards 
after a prize given to one 
leading designer was 
allocated to another. 

Tams in Blanchard, Fashion 
Editor, reports. 


Antonio Berardi yesterday 
\ chose to decline the British 
1 Fashion Award for New Gen- 
eration designer - mistakenly 
awarded to design duo 
Dements Ribeiro - dedaring 
.. the business was a “farce”. 

Berardi, now in New York 
■ for last night’s VH1 Fashion 
. Awards, had attended the cer- 
emony on Wednesday night at 
the Royal Albert Hall as one of 
' five New Generation nominees. 

Berardi said: “I feel privi- 
' leged and honoured to have 
been voted as New Generation 
• designer fori 997, but the award 
given on Wednesday night 
reflects the intentions of 
the BFC (British Fashion Coun- 
"icilj I cannot take the award 
'away from Clements Ribeiro 
now they have been given it and 


am veiy happy for them.” 

Press releases were sent out 
earlier on Wednesday after- 
noon confirming the winners for 
each category with Berardi as 
winner of the New Generation 
category. But at the awaiids, 
aired on Channel 5 last night, 
the winner was announced as 
Dements Ribeiro. Either Be- 
rardi got the votes or he did not 
Voting forms are sent out in 
June to 600 press and buyers in 
the UK who vote for each of the 
eleven categories. 

Yesterday, CJaudia Marten, 
fashion director at Lynne 
Franks PR and the joint exec- 
utive producer of the awards 
show handed in her resignation 
which was not accepted. She 
claimed that the mistake was 
“human error” on the night. 

The morning after the 
awards, the press was told that 
the mistake was a typing error 
on the press release. Then, a 
statement said that the BFC was 
“investigating a possible error 
_ there was a discrepancy 
between the advance press 
release which indicated that 
Antonio Berardi had won and 
then the later presentation be- 
ing made to Dements Ribeiro”. 

The plot thickened when 
the final statement arrived yes- 



Antonio Berardi: Deprived 
of his moment of glory 


terday confirming that there had 
been an error which occurred 
when “the incorrect name card 
was inserted into the award pre- 
senter’s envelope”. After a re- 
count, Antonio Berardi was 
officially declared the winner. 

John WSson, chief executive 
of the BFC, said yesterday that 
he and the chairman, John Ho- 
erner, were “exceedingly em- 
barrassed” but have set about 
trying to dean up the mess “W: 
are not prepared to see the in- 
tegrity of the awards damaged.” 

No one was more surprised 
than Dements Ribeiro them- 
selves. They had won the award 


last year and surely the whole 
point of the New Generation 
category is that the winner is 
“new”. Yesterday, they accept- 
ed an apology from the BFC 
and relinquisbed the title. 

. The fott that Red or Dead 
(Street Style), Nicole Far hi 
(Contemporary Collection), 
Philip Treaty (Accessory De- 
signer) and Alexander Mc- 
Queen (Designer of the Year) 
all received the same awards as 
last year also raised question 
marks about the awards’ voting 
system. Red Or Dead won for 
the third time running. 

Hussein Chalayan, nomi- 
nated as designer of the year, 
said, “there should be a new vot- 
ing system which is more sym- 
pathetic to other designers who 
could also benefit from receiv- 
ing such an award, rather than 
the same winners”. 

Alexander McQueen, joint 
winner of Designer of the Year 
with John Galliano has made it 
known that he does not wish to 
be nominated again after his 
successive triumph. Another 
industry insider commented 
that the final count of votes 
should be given to an external 
group to oversee so that any ac- 
cusations of corruption would 
be unfounded. 


IN THE INDEPENDENT ON MONDAY 


THE DEBORAH ROSS INTERVIEW 

Is Nicola Horlick superwoman, scapegoat, 
or simply a woman in need of protection 
(if only from herself)? 

media 

Why Christine Walker, adland’s £400,000 
year chief exec ended up in court 

STYLE 

G-Star - new designer jeans that are walking 
out of the shops 
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Unless you Jive in Never Never Land, the reality is, 
you need to start saving in a pension. And the sooner 
you do it the better. At Virgin Direct we can help you 
arrange a personal pension quickly and easily. Simply call us 
today and ask for our jargon free information pack. 


direct 

0345 900 900 

Open seven days a week from Sam to 10pm 


Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd Is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. The price of units and any income from 
them can go down as well as up and you may not get back the amount you invest. The basis of tax may change and the value of the tax 
benefit depends upon your own personal circumstances. For your security all calls to Virgin Direct are recorded and randomly monitored. 
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Court hears case 
loud and clear 


Boy, II, guilty of 
sexual assault 


A schoolboy aged 1 1 was found guilty by 
a jury yesterday of indecently assaulting a 
boy of 12 after ambushing him and march- 
ing him to a derelict building. 

The 1 1-year-old - who cannot be named 
because of a court order - was cleared dur- 
ing his trial of male rape on the judge's di- 
rections. Yesterday he was given a two-year 
conditional discharge for the indecent as- 
sault and for robbing his victim of a pen- 
cil case, which he admitted. 

Judge John Hopkin. sentencing him at 
Nottingham Crown Court, said the boy was 
already in the care of the local authority 
and would be returned to the secure ac- 
commodation where he has been for sev- 
eral months. The court heard that he was 
the subject of a care order which would last 
until he was IS. 


Great 

summer. 


Still 

paying 

for it? 


UK’s lowest 

standard rate 


No annual fee 


Just 10.9% APR variable 
from April ‘98 
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Brown to rule out joining Emu in first wave 


Sandhurst lecturer 

dies in blast 


A man with hearing problems was yester- 
day convicted of assault for shouting so 
loudly into his wife’s ear that she suffered 
permanent damage. 

Pcler Pryor, 58, had denied causing ac- 
tual bodily harm to his 54-year-oJd wife, 
Christine, in three shouting incidents in 
1995 and 1996. 

Judge Jeremy Griggs at Exeter Crown 
Court adjourned sentence for a probation 
report and extended bail for Pryor. ofVic- 
toria Road. Barnstaple, north Devon, on 
condition that he did not go to his wife’s 
home or contact her. 

The judge told Piyor the fart that he had 
granted bail was no indication of what he 
would decide and he had no preconceived 
ideas. 

Outside court Pryor made no comment 
but his solicitor said: “He is obviously up- 
set." 

It had been claimed during the trial that 
Pryor held his wife's anus by her sides and 
shouted loudly in her ears at their home 
at the time. Century Farm, at Bittadon. 
north Devon. 

Pryor, who is now living in rented ac- 
commodation, denied that the alleged in- 
cidents ever took place and said in court: 
“1 do not know why she is making these al- 
legations." 

Mrs Pryor, who has been divorced from 
the defendant since the incidents, now has 
to wear a hearing aid and has whooshing 
and ringing noises in her cars almost con- 
stantly. 


Gordon Brown is expected to rule out en- 
tering the single European currency in 1999 
on Monday when he makes a long-awaited 
statement to Parliament on the govern- 
ment’s position. 

Speculation was growing last night that 
the statement might go further and rule out 
entry for the lifetime of this Parliament 
However, Lbe announcement was also 
likely to be couched in language which 
would suggest a positive approach to join- 
ing at some future time, according to some 
reports yesterday. 


Last night Treasury press officers were 
refusing to elaborate on the announcement 
that a statement would be made, except to 
say that the Government was “acting de- 
cisively to stop speculation by making the 
statement to Paitiament at the earliest pos- 
sible opportunity”. 

. The move came after weeks of rumour 
and counter-rumour during which minis- 
ters and their advisers had been strongly 
criticised for briefing newspapers, fust 
that the Chancellor was keen to join at an 
early opportunity, and them later that 


Britain would not join in the first wave. 

Treasury sources were believed to have 
sanctioned a Times headline last weekend 
which ran: “Brown rules out single currency 
for lifetime of this Parliament”. Observers 
now say they expect Monday’s statement to 
go at least part of the way to confirming it 

The speech ro Parliament will cover is- 
sues highlighted by Mr Brown in a speech 
to the Stock Exchange last week- He is likely 
to elaborate on the “five tests” of national 
economic interest which he has already said 
will underpin the decision-malting process. 


These arc jobs, investment, the City of Lon- 
don, the flexibility of the markets and the 
need to match our economic cycles with the 
rest of Europe. 

He wffl hope that clarification of the Gov- 
ernment’s position will soothe jittery nerves 
in the City and silence Opposition critics. 

Early yesterday, before the announce- 
ment was made, the Liberal Democrats 
called for a statement and accused the gov- 
ernment of “shambolic confusion” over the 
single currency. 

Fran Abrams. Political Correspondent 
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Bomb disposal experts » 

^S^dfl.wasfoanddeadat 

Elis home inCamberle^Surr^ 
nolice described as a -nape araoe 
* Emilies in neighbour** homes i 
evacuated while Army officers and police 

h“Srete h tad woriSTh. various jote. 

|r n fd^en“t^y-tcrW 

A Surrey Police spokesman said. 

“Investigations are now , u u uiVwmild 
determine what happened bin it "0 
seem that this was a tragic acodent. The 

area is now being made sate. 

It is believed that there were no 
suspicious circumstances surrounding h.s 

^ The spokesman added: -Vlfc 
that there was an explosion in bouse- 
-The army were called because ther 
a lot of memorabilia m the house but none 

of it was found to be dangerous. 

An Army spokesman said Mr P'mjoU 
was made head of his department m WM. 

He added: “It would seem that Mr rina- 
lott was a high flier, he held a high posi- 
tion for a man of his age. 

-He had written a number of books 
about conflict studies during his time at 
Sandhurst. By all accounts this seems to 
have been a very tragic accident.” 


Love of books The Round Room, scene of much great academic and romantic endeavour, today plays host to its last readers Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Pair remanded 

over ‘road rage* 


Round Reading Room speaks volumes 


One hundred and forty years of tradition 
end today when the Round Reading 
Room at the British Museum closes. 

Kari Marx formulated the tenets of 
Marxism under its stately dome; Charles 
Dickens researched his classics in the al- 
most holy silence. And Germaine Greer 
shouted -Go away, yon dirty old man,” at 
“the north libraiy lechers". 

The Round Reading Room hosts its last 
readers today before it becomes a specialist 
library pertaining to the museum's objects 
as part of a £97m redevelopment, and 
readers move to a hi-tech room at the new 


British Libraiy at St Pancras. 

A University of London history lec- 
turer, Michael Drolet, researching his book 
on the French thinker De Tocqueville in 
the room yesterday, said: “It has an aura 
that is. uplifting. The dome has a lot to do 
with that. And. yes, you do meet people 
here. You see wbal they are working on. 
You glance at their book, they glance at 
yours. Vouching people, you see that they 
learn to b&cfccrcet, they whisper; then they 
move somewhere else to have coffee." 

Mike Crump, director of reader ser- 
vices. praised, the room's uniqueness in 


putting books in the context of museum 
objects: one could research, read, then go 
to look at other objects in the British Mu- 
seum. But he too bad other memories. 

“In 1973 Germaine Greer, in a loud 
voice, told one of the north library lech- 
ers ‘Go away, you dirty old man’." The 
Round Reading Room is in the north of 
the building. But north library lechers? 

Mr Crump chose his words carefully: 
“The library has a reputation for being 
good for meeting people, for forming li- 
aisons. If you remember that the post-grad- 
uate community is in every day, you ve got 


people with time to spend and misspend. 
And for me a lot of the emotional pull of 
the Round Reading Room ... is the 
memory of somewhere they hold deep in 
their heart from their lime as students.'’ 

But the emotional pull is greater than 
that. It is the pull of beauty, of a secular 
cathedral. The room opened in 1S57, con- 
ceived by the chief librarian. Anthony 
Panizzi, and designed by Sydney Smirke. 
The dome is on 20 cast-iron girders en- 
closed in concrete. i with their litres visible 
on the interior, picked out in gold leaf. 

— David. Lister 


Two men appeared in court yesterday 
charged in connection with tbe alleged 
-road rage" deaths of a young couple. 

Jason Humble, 32. and Keith Collier, 
49, were remanded in custody by magis- 
trates in Feltham, west London. 

Humble, of Cove, Earnborough, Hamp- 
shire. was charged with two counts of 
manslaughter after Toby Exley, 22. and his 
girlfriend Karen Martin, 20. died in a car 
crash on the A316 in Han worth, west Lon- 
don. on fi October. 

The couple died when their Ford Fies- 
ta crossed the central reservation of a dual 
carriageway and smashed bead on into the 
path of an oncoming car. r 

Mr Collier, also of Cove, was charged 
with assistiri^ an offender by falsely re- 
porting the theft of a car. 
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7 . 9 % 


APR 


Guaranteed 


until April ’98 


If you carry over a credit card balance 
each month, you should seriously think 
about applying f°r a Co-operative Bank 
Advantage Visa credit card or gold card. 
Transfer your balance and you'll pay just 

7.9% APR (chat’s 0.64% a month) on 
what you owe now and on all purchases 
until April *98. ■ 


Thereafter, the rate reverts to 10.9% 
APR variable - currently the UK's 
lowest standard rate*. On top of this 
there's no annual fee, you can keep your 
existing credit limit and you don't have 
to bank with us. What’s more, die 
phone call is free and the lines are open 
24 hours. So what are you wafting fori 

www.co-operanvpbank.cauk 
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Move into another dimension - 
create your own CDs. 


PosttcrVaa dcpc,The Co-operrt** Bank p,Uu FREBOST (T& 8 1 92 V Manchester Ml 9 AZ or phone 0800 00 79 79 
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Lota of business tools will enhance your 
performance. The HP Sure Store CD-Writer 
Pius doesn’t just do that - it lifts you into 
another dimension. 

Because now you can collect together 


with anyone who has a standard CD-ROM. 

The HP SureStore CD-Writer Plus i S a new 

generation of rewritable drive. It means you 
can delete or replace flies on CD just 
like a Depp, - fact if, the e quiralent „ , 




. Phone lumber . 


Credit facilities arc subject to status and not available to minors Written quota Dons are available on request. I nfo r ma t i on provided wifl be passed to a credit reference 
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the elements of multi-media including sound, up to 450 floppies!* HP offers the 
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Soft line by 
the imperial 
old boys’ dub 






The Commonwealth 
summit opened 
yesterday with fanfares 
and triumphal speeches 
and boasts about its 
modernity. But Steve 
Crawshow in Edinburgh 
found the organisation is 
still reluctant to confront 
member-states which 
breach its own code on 
human rights. 


Chief Emeka Anyaoku, secre- 
tary-general of the Common- 
wealth, called for the outcome 
of the summit to be one of “con- 
fidence and hope", and for 
“advancement in conditions of 
freedom, peace and harmony”. 

Officials confirmed that, al- 
though the Queen will keep her 
post as symbolic head of the 
Commonwealth. Prince Charles 
or his son W illiam will not nec- 
essarily inherit the job. Sir 

“V Humphrey Maud, deputy sec- 
retary-general of the Com- 
monwealth, emphasised that 
there is no constitutional bar to 
change. “A rotating head, a 
British head, a non-British 
head, no head at all - you fill in 
the blanks". 

Mr Anyaoku talked of the 
Queen, who for the first time 
spoke at a summit opening, as 
“the steadying hand which has 
helped the Commonwealth 
through some particularly test- 
ing times”. No successor would 
be perceived in the same way. 

Nigeria, indignant at being 
criticised for its record on hu- 
man rights, has dangled the 

j threat in recent days that it 
might leave the Common- 
wealth. As one commentator 
noted: They've adapted Grou- 
cho Marx. The line seems to be: 
‘I will resign from any club 
that hasn't got the guts to throw 
me out’." It was unclear 
whether the threat to walk out 
was mere bluff. A summons for 
diplomats in Nigeria yester- 
day, at which it was rumoured 
that it would announce a walk- 
out, was cancelled at the last 
moment, just as a similar sum- 
mons had been cancelled the 
previous day. 

|i The ministerial group which 

has met for the past two yeare 


failed to call for Nigeria's ex- 
pulsion, despite a resolution at 
the last Commonwealth summit 
that expulsion would follow 
unless there was “demonstrable 
progress" towards democracy. 

The Commonwealth has not 
even signed up for the limited 
package of sanctions that the 
European Union agreed last 
year, including visa restrictions 
for members of the government 
and a ban on arms sales. The- 
oretically, an oil embargo re- 
mains a possibility, somewhere 
down the line. But past experi- 
ence su gg ests the Common- 
wealth would shy away from this 
“robust set of sanctions" like a 
bolting horse. 

Nigerian rights activists were 
furious at what they saw as a col- 
lective cop-out. A joint state- 
ment talked of “emasculated 
principles" and complained: 
“The Commonwealth has told 
the whole world, in unmistak- 
able terms, that absolutely no 
value is to be placed on its 
word". Signatories of the op- 
ponents of the regime - includ- 
ing the Nobel prize-winning 
writer Wole Soyinka, and Ken 
Wrwa, son of the executed ac- 
tivist Ken Saro-Wiwa - said: 
“The Commonwealth can only 
be relevant to the citizens of its 
member-nations if it puts their 
interest before that of unde- 
mocratic and authoritarian 
structures of power." 

As is traditional, none of 
these arguments could be heard 
on the stage of the summit it- 
self, where aD was sweetness and 
light Government leaders were 
keen to play down all areas of 
disagreement. The Indian 
Prime Minister, IK Gujral, in- 
sisted there were no problems 
between Britain and India, de- 
spite the problems of the recent 
royal tour and the offence 
caused by Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook’s comments on 
Kashmir . 

The Prime Minister s only 
criticism of Mr Cook was 
oblique and he insisted there 
were no hard feelings about Mr 
Cook's comments, or about 
comments by the Duke of Ed- 
inburgh which downplayed the 
massacre at Amritsar. “We’ve 
learned to take things in our 
stride. India’s a large country, 
and very toleianL Let’s leave it 
at that" he said. 


Queen@show. 


New Britain, New Fun. That was the host government’s mes- 
sage to the Commonwealth leaders. 

As the summit opened, the Queen and the assembled 
presidents and prime ministers were created to a video show 
entitled “A Young Country” (to be precise: “www.a young 
country {S’britakugov”.) This glossy corporate video provid- 
ed a new look for the new millennium. Outwent biscuit tin 
images of thatched cottages and Changing of the Guard. In 
came modern graphics and spinning compact discs. 

Tony Blair said: “As you have just seen, this is a time of 
renewal and redefinition - for Britain and, I believe, for the 
Commonwealth." He insisted: “The Britain of the Slite is 
over." 

The Queen also declared her support for the New Britain 
line. In a text authorised by Downing Street, she, too, re- 
ferred to the video. “When we arrived, we saw some film 
which I hope explained why we were so keen to host this 
meeting here in the United Kingdom," she said. 

Yet she looked vaguely disconcerted when listening 
to the souped-up version of the national anthem, which sound- 
ed as though it had been produced by synthesiser. 
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Cherie Blair and Bumnl 
Anyaoku, wife of the 
Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, with a 
pipe band during a visit to 
a ‘family festivaT on the 
first day of the 
heads-of-govemment 
meeting in Ecfinburgh. 
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H TOSHIBA V72T mcam Stoao 
AheobSafiacaH IOUOB* 

sweJ0{329m 

BHBBB B 1 BSI HE IVTDtol 

■ taasonlc WIC6»NCAM Stoao 

“™’ o, 1k ! 30 s 349* 

I MUM bibhtiisj: Ul lCtol 

SONY aVE-920 NCAU Stouo 
4 rtottricfigctoi*^^**^ bdnas 

. me JO {479m 

BinosBiaEsrnaanmM 


_ SAVE : ’;£100 0N | 

CAMCORDERS 

Ik AMtt I33jEia| 


iwnwBiaarnaimiOMa 

■JVC CRW27D0T VH&e. 1 B»acm 

BurftMSSSi fedflp {399 m 

luwHBBrnsinM 


□ Canos ucamBnvn 


ttaOTfarfW WaBao.... c499m 

imuaBimu imiwwto 

SONY TO20E &nm HD Fcro 

^%r^100E699» 

SHMMsmarnsmaM 


yg OVER flO SAMPS M STOBf I 

■HMUt Of* 

The VUorttfS Most Ranerti lOROO 

.. M *t50 £ 99j ! i 

soNYPlayStation.- 

VALUE PACK tom : hB*l HiBTtes 
aid nBioycBnl ftis 4 Ten TDe Games 
Ciadi BnfcndL Prate Cfttom total 2 
S Wttc ftwa Socsa nsaoB ROME 

,S«t!05 {199.95 

4S®Sfl5flrruaw 
fts 7 Top T* Gama: Scot Jam (onaE 
4 ^ibA Sap H* IfcdtabSuxH 97 
JUanTT ROME 

SSJT. M*r75£l99js 


==: SflVE;E350ON 
J MULTIMEDIA PCs, 
SPRINTERS A SCANNERS 1 


SPggK^PIgUMI 
RIXDOBF kM 16EU1Z ^nnn 
pocanr ■* Uff™ amobp 
33t>SbRAtii£GbraddshOBBiXi 
0O|taxcBfertiitfi3iQ)RAM TOO®* 


b bob £99999 .SAVE 


£300 {899m 


aoSSXpBnfsoDiMc 
RnDOW M aXMfe Ito*»n 
u ocea so UhMJPlBidwotaty 
330 BAMaiGbisrt dak ttf^O gnMs 
XDBtarMbafcMM WEB* 

^raks*E[ 2 Q 0 E1199M 



Sa....w(35Drt34aM 


ffSONSKUWColutM 

Lbb 4 pagtt pa niuai720 1 72D ip 

SS& n9 ^[50c1T9» 

■usHamrsanwa 
HESS' DawaftOO 
Cow w« ftefToc fteto 

UpK>5po(ES 

dppnrttyaBf. 60 °. NEW (259 m 


UMAX As&a 60 GP A4 scans 
aoMiBHiKfVPaaB uHi/nflO^ 
pnbntynncMy.libn £79 JB 


UP TO 80 M STORE 


CstEaseraVEeascybDDo ..SW9M 

©8wttMMtmiM1T730A 

wdn tecta* 8 date uxnac 

SS“ , ™” ! « 1 5£44m 

faeayb iitlO Coafess Ttefne 
BT r tJha g dAnsaa dn glfali ce 
2*w rffidffcBdsmaaiontac 

SSSSIkdOdD 9 m 

UBTP DgaCadfesaTa^rtrt 
rattan* inr LfeKinr OCBI* 

bSi^irgffl ” swe £40 e69m 

mb »«i NmDH.n anLGanai 
















Only Packard Bell make computers this easy. 
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If the thought of using your own PC has always 
seemed a bit daunting, then Packard Bell have the 
PC for you. 

Because we've created a range of unique PCs, 
combining state-of-the-art technology with a 
whole host of features that make computing easier 
than ever before. 

For a start, our PCs come with a pre-loaded Personal 
Assistant Pack, to select your level of expertise and 
guide you step by step when using your PC. 


Together with everything you need to surf 
the Net straight away*, and £1000 of free top 
software, all pre-loaded and ready to use. (And 
with over 25 best-selling titles, from games and 
reference to hobbies and financial programs, 
there's something to keep all your family 
occupied.) 

Not to mention the latest, fastest CD-ROM drives 
and modems* as well as built-in digital hi-fi sound 
with a 10W sub-woofer. 


All of which means that a Packard Bell PC is ready 
to use right away. No complicated manuals, no 
programming, no worries. 

And best of all, with a range of 6 models to 
choose from and prices from just £1199, they're not 
just easy to use but easy to afford. 

We think you'll agree that we couldn't have made 
it any easier. 

Packard Bell PCs. Available at PC World, Dixons 
and Currys. 




Packard Bell 

" the computer the world comes home to 

Available at PC World, Dixons and Currys 


* Communication models only and subject to subscription charges. Model featured is a Pulsar 16 with 14" monitor. Configurations vary according to model. The Intel inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and MMX a trademark of the Intel 


corporation. 
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Wiping out 
wildlife ‘may 
not matter’ 


Mass extinction of 
species caused by human 
kind doesn’t really 
matter. That’s the 
heretical bottom line of 
a paper by the 
Govemmenfschief 
scientist and an Oxford 
ecologist. Nicholas Schoon, 
environment 
correspondent, explains. 

Each hour, as the earth's re- 
maining forests are burnt, felled 
and ploughed up, between two 
and five plant and animal 
species become extinct. That is 
the best guess of biologists 
researching this dismal field. 

At that rate, ihere will be a 
huge dent in the 14 million plant 
and animal species thought to 
live in tropical rainforests with- 
in a few decades. 

“1 find it very hard to believe 
that it's going to make any dif- 
ference to us personally," said 
Oxford University ecologist Dr 
Sean Nee yesterday. “I don’t 
know, but I doubt iL" 

He accepts 1,500 different 
species of birds are in real dan- 
ger of becoming extinct in the 
next few' decades, thanks to 
man-made habitat destruction. 
“But birds as an evolutionary 
grouping thrive in man-made 
habitats like fields and towns. 
They’re going to carry on." 

These are not the ramblings 
of an ignorant anti-green. Yes- 
terday Dr Nee's paper on ex- 
tinction, co-authored by the 
Government's chief scientist. 
Professor Robert May, was 
published in the prestigious 
journal Science. 

The summary of their paper 
says: “Approximately 80 per 
cent of the underlying tree of life 
can survive even when approx- 
imately 95 per cent of species 
are lost." 


The tree in question rep- 
resents evolutionary history. 
As species evolve over millions 
of years, new ones split off 
from established ones like 
twigs from a branch. When a 
species becomes extinct - as 
often happens naturally - the 
branch reaches a dead end, 
but species which have split off 
earlier on survive and, in turn, 
split off new species, thereby 
founding a new branch. 

All the earth's surviving 
species can be envisaged as all 
the twig ends on the outermost 
edge of the tree (with many 
more dead ends further in). 
Together these living species 
represent all the life that has 
gone before them. 

But as the earth's forests 
are cleared, twigs arc being 
lopped off faster and faster. 
“We have shown that much of 
the tree can survive even vig- 
orous pruning." says the pa- 
per. The great breakthroughs 
of life - inventions as diverse 
as feathers, fur, shells and 
carapaces - will cany on. 

If there is a man-made 
mass extinction, as now seems 
certain, there will still he a suf- 
ficient diversity of species' to 
allow evolution to continue. 

The scientists conclude 
that as fax as conserving over- 
all evolutionary history is con- 
cerned, there is little virtue in 
trying to conserve one species 
above another based on how 
long its own unique histoiy is. 

"Take two closely related 
birds, both little brown jobs. If 
one split off from the other just 
100,000 years ago and they are 
still pretty similar , then if one 
becomes extinct does it 
matter?'’ 

Dr Nee recognises that each 
species is unique, and extinction 
eliminates it for eternity. “But 
1 guess I'm taking the naughty 
side - it’s a bit more fun," he 
said. 



Rare breed: Fell ponies are falling sick with diarrhoea and pneumonia. Many have had to be put down 

Mystery illness threatens fell ponies 


Photograph: Kit Houghton 


Fell ponies, one of Britain's rare 
breeds, are threatened by a mystery 
illness which compromises their 
immune system and leaves them 
prey to infection. 

Until now the sickness has been 
little discussed, mainly because 
breeders of the hardy ponies feared 
that by doing so they would lose cus- 
tomers, said Sally Wood, secretary 
of the Fell Pony Society, yesterday. 

But with about 50 foals falling 
sick each year, it has become a real 


threat to the future of the breed 
which can no longer be ignored. 

They are one of Britain's 11 
breeds of pony, and were used 
mainly as pack horses. By the end 
of the Second World Vlfar, the fell 
ponies were close to extinction be- 
cause people no longer had any use 
for them. 

The breed has been revived and 
there are thought to be about 4,000 
of them, producing 300 registered 
foals a year: Centred on Cumbria 


and the northern Pennines. with 
some still living in herds out on the 
hills, they are now used mainly for 
riding, showing and pulling traps. 
They are stocky, hairy and stand up 
to four feet eight inches tall. 

Ms Wood said: “When it strikes, 
a healthy foal will quickly fall prey 
to any variety of illnesses which may 
set in." Cuts are slow to heal, diar- 
rhoea becomes chronic and hings be- 
come infected with pneumonia. 
Hie individual infections can be 


cured, but then another comes 
along. Victims are lethargic, 
anaemic and many have had to be 
put down. 

Liverpool University’s Veteri- 
nary School has examined several of 
the ponies, both dead and alive. 
Along with the society, it is now. seek- 
ing funding to run a full, investiga- 
tion into the sickness and to develop 
a diagnostic test. That will cost 
£50,000, 

— Nicholas Schoon. 


Recycling 

urged 

Hundreds of environmental 
campaigners will protest outside 
electrical stores today. Their aim 
is to force the UK electrical 
industry to pay for goods to be 
reused and for products to be 
labelled with their expected 

lifespan. 

Glenda Cooper, Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent, writes. 


More than six million electrical items are 
dumped every year in the UK. Yet research 
suggests that up to 70 per cent of televisions 
and other goods could be recycled. 

Today, more than 1,000 people at 85 
Friends of the Earth groups throughout the 
UK will be calling on the UK electrical in- 
dustry to pay for the collection of electri- 
cal goods for reuse and recycling, for 
products to be labelled with their expect- 
ed lifespan and for retailers to offer free 
extended guarantees. 

“We want to move the debate on recy- 
cling forward from packaging to the actu- 
al products people have in their homes," 
said Anna Thomas, waste campaigner for 
FoE. “We also want to highlight the issue 
of producer responsibility that it should be 
the producer that takes their products 
back." 

The EU designated waste from electri- 
cal and electronic equipment as a priority 
project in 1991 and a proposed European 
Directive for household consumer goods 
would ensure that manufacturers take re- 
sponsibility for their product “from cradle 
to grave". 

The measure is likely to be modelled on 
the proposal for end-of-JIfe vehicles with 
the emphasis being on diverting materials 
containing hazardous substances away 
from incineration and landfill. 

One proposal that has been put forward 
by the Industry Council For Electronic 
Equipment Recycling (ICER) is that tax- 
payers could foot the bill through council 
tax payments. 

Friends of the Earth is opposing de- 
mands by manufacturers and retailers that 
the cost of collection should fall on coun- 
cil tax payers. 

A spokesman for Dixons said yesterday: 
“We do a lot of recycling. All our white 
goods that are returned to us we recycle. 
We are sympathetic to the aim of recycling 
but whichever way the costs are worked out 
the excess will be borne by the consumer 
whether they pay through council taxor find 
it reflected in higher prices." 
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With KLM/Air UK, you can fly all over Europe from your local airport. 
And 21 local airports around the country means there's one closer than 
you think. With prices starring from £59, it won't cost the earth either. 
So if you need a break, call 0990 074 074 or 0990 750 900 or your local 
travel agent, ask to fly KLM/Air UK, and you're off. 
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Lunn Poly 

The UK’s Mo. / Holiday Shop 



10% OFF 
WINTER ’97/98 
FLY-DRIVE HOLIDAYS 

Yon can get 10% off Virgin Holidays winter ’97/8 overseas holidays at Lunn Poly now. 
This offer apples to winter sun, ski and cities featured in the new Megadeals! brodwre. 
Just take out our Hofidaycare insurance when yon book.* 
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FLIGHTS 
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LUNN POLY 
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£339 
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Firework 
training call 


A- fireworks display which spi- 
ndled our of control and left 24 
people needing hospital treat- 
ment has sparked fresh safely 

warnings and a call for special 
training for people wanting 10 
conduct bonfire night displays. 

The Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents has 
proposed the introduction of a 
national qualification which' 
would have to be achieved be- 
fore anybody is allowed to stage 
a display. The idea was backed 
by trading standards officials 
who said that under present reg- 
ulations large and potentially 
dangerous fireworks could get 
into the wrong hands. 

A RoSPA spokesman, Roger 
Vincent, said: "We believe that 
all display artists need to be reg- 
istered properly and that there 
needs to be a recognised train- 
ing scheme for those who run 
displays. We hope [this] would 
serve to reduce the number of 
firework-related accidents." 

The call follows an incident 
in Wiilenhali, West Midlands, 
on Monday, where a number of 
fireworks shot into a crowd of 
more than 300 people. One 
child suffered serious burns to 
his arm and hands and the oth- 
ers were taken to hospital with 
minor burns and shock. 

— Amanda Kelly 


Ulster victims may get their own memorial 


A new commission to consider 
bow to commemorate vic- 
tims of the Northern Ireland 
troubles was launched yes- 
terday by the Government. 

The announcement was 
almost certainly timed to co- 
incide with the Ulster Union- 
ists’ annual conference, which 
takes place today in Newcas- 
tle, County Down. The union- 
ists have long campaigned 
for people who died at the . 
hands of terrorists to be 
named on war memorials. 

The new commission will 
look at the possibility of a 
memorial to the 3,000 people 
killed in the province during 
the past 28 yearn. It could also 
consider new assistance for 
the families of the dead. 

Sir Kenneth Bloomfield, a 
senior civil servant, has been 
asked to lead the commisaon. 
His brief is to examine the fea- 
sibility of providing greater 
recognition for the victims, 
both dead and alive, while 
recognising that the conflict 
has had “appalling repercus- 
sions" for many people who 
live outside Northern Ire- 
land. 

The possibility of building 
a memorial “reflecting both 
the sorrows of the past and 



Soundbite: Mo Mowlam with Belfast’s Lord Mayor, Alban Magirmess Photograph: PA 


hope for a stable and peace- 
ful future" will be consid- 
ered. Speaking during a visit 
to Belfast City Council, Mo 
Mowlam, Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland, said 
the welfare of victims* fami- 


lies was an important issue. 
“We will look at the question 
of pain and suffering across 
the board. Victim welfare is a 
terribly important issue and 
one we should address. It has 
been addressed in a fairly 


haphazard way up until now. 

“We would like a memor- 
ial in some sense to that pain 
and suffering, what form that 
takes I have not decided. We 
want to see what suggestions 
come from the community," 


she said. The announcement, 
which comes three weeks be- 
fore Remembrance Day and . 
the anniversary of the En- 
niskillen bombing, builds on 
a promise made by 1b ny Blair 
when he visited the province 
earlier this month. 

The Ulster Unionist Par- 
ty’s security spokesman, Ken 
Magfonis, welcomed the an- 

.aouttcemenL - ■ ’ 

■- “Members of the police 
and UDR have long been 
neglected in terms of peace 
and reconciliation; funding, 
which was intended to allevi- 
ate problems suffered byvic- 
tims of violence,” he said. • 

The Democratic Unionist 
Party's justice spokesman, Ian 
Paisley Junior, said any mon- 
, ument “must not be polluted 
by the network of pretend 
v : grief and politically oriented 
suffering of those groups who 
have exploited the Troubles." 
The body should not be hi- 
jacked by the “politically un- 
scrupulous," he said. 

Alex Maskie, a Sinn Fein 
councillor, said it was vital that 
the suffering of both com- 
munities was recognised. “Re- 
publicans do not have the 
monopoly on suffering.” 

— Fran Abrams 
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judge cHtidses 
he jails ‘blatant pen 


Terry Vcnables's right-hand 
man was jailed for four “J 0 
wsteeday for helping tte fo^ 
Tottenham Hotspur boss man- 
age the club and a West End 

nightclub in -flagrant” breach 

of a bankruptcy ban. 

Eddie Ashby, 53, the ti- 
nancial guru" behind the man 
who was ousted as chief exec- 
utive at the football dub. was 
branded a “blatant pcijurcr at 
Knightsbridge Crown Court by 
Judge Timothy Pontius for ly- 
ing about how he illegally hired 
and fired staff, authorised salary 
increases, and took a string of 
high-powered decisions. 

Judge Pontius condemned 

both the disgraced businessman 
and Mr Venables, the former 
England coach - who had giv- 
en evidence on his behalf - for 
“deliberately and ^dishonestly 
trying to mislead the jury. 

Ashby, who already had 43 
failed companies behind him 
when he began chairing man- 
agement meetings at Spurs, 
signing letters as “General 
Manager" and taking a major 
role running Scribes West, the 
private club Mr Venables then 
owned, was also condemned for 
indulging in a “transparent cha- 
rade" of a defence - trying to 
put the blame on the new White 
Hart Lane chief, Alan Sugar. 


judge Fonuus u..» 

■ Suable and as?®* 
,s / th r i S C that yo“, a netson 

i mpeccable character hith- 
IfS^blatantlytcgiveper- 

rn^encc before tbejuty 
ami^rnore seriously, to caU as 
■me* on your behalf your 
hi^Teny Venables, to give ev- 
^J Uhich the jury plainly 
fund ici beat best fanciful and 

!;S^^; oubo f 

?o deliberately and ^ hone ^ 

“5-d them as to the tree po- 

sition. 1 have not the slightest 

Citation myself in-prefeimg 
ihe second view. 

Ashby* dishonesty was a ? 

wholly flagrant" breach of the ... 
bw committed over a consid- - 
erabte" period 

He had signed a court doo- 
ument after being declared 
hunknipt at Brighton County 
Court in June 1091. in which he 

acknowledged that he was pro- 
hibited from being involved m 
company management, the 


judge said. 
The u 


The businessman knew 
“precisely” whaf he could and 
could not do -but despite this 
he continued playing a central 
role in Mr Venabfes's Scribes 
n ; n i,irtiih until others dis- 


mle in Mr Venables s benoes 
West nightclub until others dis- 
covered the truth about him and 
forced him to relinquish his po- 


sition. 


Butcher was misinformed 
over E. coli ban on meats 


The butcher at the centre of last 
year’s E. coli food poisoning 
outbreak in Scotland was not 
told by health officials that a ban 
on selling cooked meats also 
applied to orders he had already 
made up, a court heard 
yesterday. 

Graham Bryceland, North 
Lanarkshire Council’s head of 
protective services, admit led 
that said he had not thought of 
raising concerns with John Barr, 
a butcher in Wishaw. about 
any orders which had already 
been made up. 

Giving evidence on the fifth 
day of Mr Barr's trial at Hamil- 
ton Sheriff Court, Mr Bryceland 
told the court during cross-ex- 
amination that he "assumed" 
orders would be made up fresh. 

The court had earlier heard 
that several people fell ill with 
E.coli food poisoning after eat- 
ing cooked meat at a party on 
Saturday 23 November last year 
which was allegedly supplied 
from Mr Barr’s shop Wishaw. 

The butcher denies culpably, 
wilfully and recklessly supplying 


cooked meal The charge alleges 
he supplied 100 slices each of 
baked ham. roast beef, and 
cooked turkey, knowing they 
were to be eaten at a function 
at the Cascade bar, Wishaw. 

The cuurl was told that a 
meeting of the council's out- 
break control committee had 
been held at Law Hospital on 
26 November. A minute from 
the meeting read out in court 
staled that environmental 
health officers had visited Mr 
Barr at his shop on 22 
November and asked him to 
stop "selling and distributing" 
any cold' meal products. 

Despite the fact that he had 
checked the minutes himself, 
Mr Bryceland conceded that the 
word "distributing" was never 
mentioned to Mr Barr and that 
he took the word sale to mean 
distributing. 

Mr Bryceland then agreed 
with Mr Moore that he had 
made a mistake in not telling the 
outbreak control committee 
about what was said to Barr. 

The trial continues. 
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Stepford wife or feminise? Hillary Clinton seems to be coming to terms with her ambiguous role as First Lady, and to playing second fiddle to husband Bill Photograph: AFP 


Hillary comes 
to terms with 
‘age and role 


9 


• Ui "2 p* 


America’s First Lady, 
Hillary Clinton, turns 50 
on Sunday. After a 
turbulent five years in 
the White House, she 
seems calmer, more 
confident and less 
concerned about what 
people think of her. Mary 
Dejevsky asks: has she 
fulfilled her ambition to 
change the office? Or has 
% the office changed her? 




> . - 



Two years ago, dose to the nadir 
of her fortunes, Hillary Clinton 
mourned her 48th birthday as 
marking the irrevocable onset 
of middle age. This lime 
around, she says with a smile: 
“Turning 50 doesn’t bother me 
... realising that I'm a half-cen- 
tury old, that’s different!" 

Americans now seem com- 
fortable with Hillary Clinton, 
and she with them. The vicious 
attacks, personal and profes- 
sional. have faded. She is no 
longer the unelected harridan 
who wanted to usurp the pres- 
idency in pursuit of her own 
suspiciously left-wing social 
programme. She has almost 
stopped referring to herself as 
Hillary Rodham Clinton - the 
inclusion of her maiden name 
being a declaration of profes- 
sional independence - and so 
have reporters. She is back to 
plain Hillary Clinton. 

With her only daughter now 
at college in California, she has 
$ thrown herself into good works 
and travel. Since the summer, 
she has toured Latin America. 
She has spoken out on battered 
women and childcare. This 
week, she chaired a White 
House conference on what she 
called the silent crisis faced by 
women with children who work 
and cannot find good childcare 
they can afford. 

Next week, she visits Ireland 
and Britain. As on all her recent 
travels, she will be received ty 
political leaders. She wfli doubt- 
less be carrying messages. But 
she wilJ he discreet. 

For Hillary Clinton has 
learnt to observe limits. "Her” 
^subjects are the rights of women 
and children. At this week’s 
White House conference on 
day-care, she set out the prob- 
lems; it was her husband, who 
offered some - very tentative - 
solutions and some - small 
amount of - money. She knows 
her place. 

When Bill Clinton was cam- 
paigning for the presidency in 
1992, Hillary Clinton talked 
about being her husband's 
“partner". By standing by her 
man on television, she saved his 
political career from extinction 
in the Gennifer Flowers scan- 
dal. In some quarters, her per- 
formance was put down, 
uncharitably, not io love or 
loyalty, but to her supposed am- 
bition to be presadent-ty-proxy. 

But it was also haOed as a wa- 
tershed. There was political 
life after sexual scandal after all. 

If Hillary could accept Bill as be 
was, then so could America. 
This was a “liberated” woman 
spe akin g on her own terms, 


making her own decisions. 
When Bill was elected Presi- 
dent. her popularity ratings 
were higher than his. But there 
was always a gender gap. She 
fell into what could be de- 
scribed as the Margaret Thatch- 
er, assertive-woman, trap. Men 
found her aggressive, manipu- 
lative. unwomanly, threaten- 
ing. Women, especially single 
and professional women, sow in 
her an admirable example of 
how high-flying career and 
motherhood could be com- 
bined; they rooted for her. 

Then Bill gave her the office- 
space she wanted in the White 
House, and a proper job, chart- 
ing a reform of the American 
health system, and the backlash 
began. She was blamed for hav- 
ing the popular staff of the 
White House travel office 
sacked, a decision for which BOl 
eventually took responsibility. 
She was blamed for holding her 
health reform committees in 
camera. And while her compe- 
tence was lauded, her blue- 
print for health reform was 
rejected. From mid- 1994. it was 
open season on Hillary. 

The minutiae of her personal 
and professional life in 
Arkansas, when her husband 
was state governor, were subject 
to intense media scrutiny. There 
were insinuations of affairs, 
shady business deals, insider- 
trading on the stockmarket, 
and influence-peddling. She 
was even accused of attending 
seances to conjure up the spir- 
it of an eminent predecessor, 
Eleanor RoosevelL 

The low point was her sum- 
mons to appear before a grand 
jury to testify about missing le- 
gal records relating to the 
Whitewater land deal. More 
than three years later, the 
Whitewater case drifts on, 
drowning in detail, but none of 
the accusations against Hillary 
has been proved. 

For a while, Hillary Clinton 
left the scene, emerging only as 
a dutiful wife and mother a 
“Stepford" first lady, said one 
wag, alluding to the film satiris- 
ing zombie wives of America's 
suburbia. 

After playing her part, deco- 
rously, in her husband’s suc- 
cessful campaign for re-election, 
Hillary Clinton is now making 
a comeback. Some have com- 
mented that with her higher pro- 
file since Chelsea left for 
college, she is upstaging her hus- 
band. But there are few signs of 
that. There is not the slightest 
hin t either - as there was five 
years ago - that she might run 
for President or Vice-President, 
to succeed her husband. 

The sad fact is that sbe has 
been tamed. America was not 
ready for a first lady who was a 
professional woman in her own 
right The political establisb- 
raent could not, or would not 
use her strengths. As the for- 
inerty aggressive American fem- 
inist movement has settled into 
an occasionally discontented 
but comfortable middle age, so 
has Hillary’. She has ditched the 
cookie-baking, but not pushed 

the bounds of office as far as she 

hoped. Like so many of her pre- 
decessors, sbe must choose pas- 
tel suits and conceal the extent 
of her partnership in power. 
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Intriguing 
questions 
raised by Bill 


Publication of the much- 

[waited Bill to 

ncorporate the 
■uropean Convention on 
-himan Rights into 
British law delighted 

nost observers 
resterday. Only the 
Fories appeared 
mhappy. But as Michael 
itreeter explains, the Bill 
-aises some intriguing, 
and so far unanswered, 
questions. 


The Home Secretary , Jack 
Straw, was in an understandably 
bullish mood yesterday as he 
published the White Paper and 

accompanying Bill which will 
incorporate the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights into 
UK law. 

“Today is an historic day in 
terms of the rights of the British 
people." he said. “It is the first 
lime since 1689 that there will 
have been a British Bill of 
Rights." 


The mood among some hu- 
man-rights groups, who had 
feared that the Government 
might produce a very weak in- 
corporation of the Convention, 
was almost equally good. “It’s 
brilliant," said one. ‘They’ve ad- 
dressed nearly all of our points." 

The Human Rights Bill, 
though it provides do new rights 
for individuals, does mean they 
will be able to avoid what Mr 
Straw calls the “long hard road” 
to the court in Strasbourg. 

Instead, litigants will be able 
to use British courts and British 
judges interpreting the Con- 
vention to hear their griev- 
ances, though the French-based 
court will remain as last pan of 
calL 

There has been much debate 
about whether the Govern- 
ment would adopt the Canadi- 
an or New Zealand models of 
h uman ri gh ts incorporation, 
the former being regarded as 
tougher than the second. 

In fact, Mr Straw has pro- 
duced a “British" solution, 
which addresses criticism from 
some quarters that incorpora- 
tion interferes with the sover- 



Former British forces personnel Duncan Lustig Prean, Jeanette Smith, 3rady 

the ban on homosexuals in the military at the European Court of Human Rights Photograph. 


eignty of Parliament. This 
means that while judges will be 
able Lo declare past or future 
Acts of Parliament “incompat- 
ible" with the Convention, they 
will not, like a Supreme Court, 
be able to strike them down. In- 
stead, ministers will be expect- 
ed to amend the conflicting law 
by a new, fast track procedure^ 
subject to Parliamentary ap- 
proval. If ministers refuse to act, 


the case can still go on to Stras- 
bourg. 

The shadow home secretary. 
Sir Brian Mawhinney, claimed 
that British judges would be 
able to tell Parliament what laws 
to pass, and that these judges 
would be tied by old European 
judgments. 

The White Paper, however, 
says that previous Strasbourg 
rulings will not be binding. 


The Convention may en- 
oouragsd British judges to extend 
laws into new areas. Jennifer 
McDermott, media partner at 
London solicitors Lovell White 
Durian L, expects courts to de- 
velop both the laws of privacy 
and freedom of expression, 
contained in Articles 8 and 10 
of the Convention. This could 
involve extending the right of 
privacy from public bodies un- 


Britain loses 
again in court 
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der the Convention to private 
bodies such as newspapers. 

The human-rights group Lib- 
erty said their only disappoint- 
ment was the failure U> set up a 
Human Rights Commission, 
otherwise they welcomed the 
Bill. Director John Wad ham 
said; We've been campaigning 
for this for years, so we’re ab- 
solutely delighted."! 

Leading article, page 20 


Guideline 

branches 


Once enacted, how will 
the Human Rights Act 
work? Michael Streeter says 
it will give no new rights 
- but makes existing 
ones enforceable by 
British judges and 
therefore 
more ‘accessible’. 


The Act will incorporate the Eu- 
ropean Convention on Human 
Rights, first ratified in 1951, di- 
rectly into British law. Although 
there are no new rights, experts 
expect judges to extend brandi- 
es of the common law, using the 
Act as a guideline. Privacy and 
freedom of expression are two 
such areas- 

The Act will apply to actions 
of public authorities, such as po- 
lice, immigration, courts, pub- 
lic utilities, the Government 
(but not Parliament) where they 


for extension of 
of common law 


allegedly breach an individual’s 
rights, ft does not affect rela- 
tions between private groups, 
such as a company and indi- 
viduals. Litigants will be able 
to use the act in two ways. One 
is to bring an action against an 
authority. The other is to cite 
the incorporated Convention as 
a criminal or civil defence at any 
level of court 

The courts can give the “ap- 
propriate" remedy available to 
them, and this can indude dam- 
ages -but only in line with those 
currently available at Stras- 
bourg. typically between £5,000 
and £10,000. Only the higher 
courts, the High Court and 
above, wall be able to make “de- 
claration of ineompatibflity". 

This power will be one of the 
central parts of the Act. Judges, 
where possible, will regard leg- 
islation, past and future, as 
compatible with the Convention 
articles and interpret accord- 
ingly. Where they are irrecon- 


cilable, the judge will issue a 
“dedaration of incompatibility" . 

This does not give judges the 

right to strike down Acts of Par- 
liament ( though they can do this 
to so-called secondary legisla- 
tion). The Government says|‘ 
this preserves the sovereignty of 
Parliament. 

But if ministers refuse, the 
case would be taken to Stras- 
bourg -as at present. 

More likely, ministers will 
seek to change the conflicting 
law by statutory instrument 
under a fast-track procedure set 
up under the law. These need 
approval by both Houses. 

Ministers will also be ex- 
pected to ensure that all new 
legislation is compatible with the 
Convention and will have to 
sign a statement to that effect. 

There will also be a legal 
group established between de- 
partments of slate to ensure the 
compatibility of all draft legis- 
lation. 
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THE TOIL IS OVER BUT ONLY PAIN, 
MISERY AND DEATH REMAIN. 

This little donkey is just one of thousands who need your heln 
in India. v 

The I.D.P.T. is starting a project to care for these poor mistreated 
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donkeys in developing countries. 
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Bosses say give sacked staff more cash 


People who are unfairly dismissed 
deserve a better deal, a 
conference was told. The view 
came from an unexpected quarter 
says Borne Dement, Labour Editor. 

The Government should abandon the ‘“in- 
defensible and outrageous" upper limit on 
compensation for unfair dismissal, a lead- 
tng firm of labour lawyers which spe- 
cialises in advising employers said. 

John McMullen of the solicitors Pinsent 
Curtis said that restrictions had been 
dropped for race and sex claims at indu s- 
. trial tribunals and it was unfair to maintain 
the curb on payouts for dismissal. 

Ministers have heard such arguments 
from trade unions and left-wing lawyers, 
but Pinsent yesterday became the first of 
the firms which invariably appear on be- 
half of the “bosses" to make the same poinL 

Speaking at the Institute of Personnel 
and Development conference in Harrogate, 
Dr McMullen said all responsible em- 
ployment lawyers and human resource spe- 
cialists would agree with his assertion. 
They would argue that their companies 
have simply got to get it right when peo- 
ple are dismissed," he said. 

Referring to the limit of £17,600. of 
which £ 1 1 300 formed the compensation 
payment, he said: "It's indefensible. It’s 
gone for race, sex and disability claims. It's 
outrageous." 

He pointed out that some victims of sex 
discrimination had obtained up to £400.000 
in compensation. Some women and mem- 
bers of ethnic minorities often sought to 
make a case for sex or race discrimination 
rather than unfair dismissal in order to qual- 
ify for higher pay-outs if they succeeded. 
Sex and race claims can be made even if a 
worker has been with an employer for less 
than two years. Unfair dismissal cannot be 
claimed until that period has been com- 
pleted. 

Dr McMullen also Look issue with the 
number of reinstatement orders issued by 
industrial tribunals. Despite the legal rai- 
son d’etre of the tribunals, which was part- 
ly to ensure that those who were unfairly 
dismissed got their jobs back, only 0.6 per- 
cent of applicants won such orders from the 
court. That was a “damning criticism" of 
the system, he said. An unquantified but 
minimal proportion of those winning the 
orders actually went bade to work. The over- 
whelming majority of employers preferred 
to pay additional compensation rather 
than comply. 

The number of unfair dismissal claims ‘ 
bad rocketed from 58.000 in 1989 to 



A tribunal could have done little for someone like Nicola Horiick, who was ousted from a high-flying job in the City 


73.000 in 1996, said Dr McMullen. Con- 
trary to the generally held belief, employ- 
ers usually won, succeeding in some 60 per 
cent of industrial tribunal cases. 

“Employers can usually obtain 
reasonable advice. Lawyers will tell them 
which cases not to pursue. Applicants 
however wifi press ahead with cases come 
what may." * 

Companies took time to adjust after the 
industrial tribunal system was set up in 1971 
but gradually learned how to make use of 


it and now win most cases. 

The Government is seeking to relieve 
the logjam of applications to tribunals by 
introducing a voluntary system of arbitra- 
tion. 

Under the auspices of the Advisory, 
Conciliation and Arbitration Service, lay 
judges would adjudicate where there was 
a disagreement between individuals and 
employers. 

The arbitrators, who might be lawyers, 
academics or those with experience of in- 


dustrial relations, would aim to offer a 
lawyer-free last-track system of justice. Such 
a hearing, which would only take place with 
the agreement of both sides, could sit at 
the workplace and could be completed with- 
in days rather than the years some indus- 
trial tribunal cases take. 

The Department of Trade and Indus- 
try, which has been under pressure from 
the Law Society to raise the compensation 
level for unfair dismissal to £40,000. said 
the curbs on payouts were under review. 


Photograph: Reuters 


A spokesman for the Department said 
that Margaret Beckett, President of the 
Board of Trade, was, as required by statute, 
reviewing the upper limit and would an- 
nounce her decision later in the year. The 
figure had not been uprated since 1995. 
There were no plans to withdraw the curb 
completely, which would require primary 
legislation. The spokesman said ministers 
were not planning any changes in the law 
on reinstatement. 


Job interviewers 
foiled by liars 


Interviews are a highly dubious 
method of selecting recruits and 
may explain why so many accom- 
plished liars get the top jobs, a senior 
psychologist told the annual confer- 
ence of the Institute of Personnel and 
Development in Harrogate yesterday. 

Adrian Furnham. of University 
College London, argues that inter- 
viewers invariably fail to recognise the 
sociopathic fibber and even after 
training may find it difficult to in- 
terpret the signs correctly. 

Kink rate and shifting in one’s seat 
are not necessarily signs that the in- 
terviewee is lying. Body language is 
often difficult to interpret, especial- 
ly where a job applicant is practised 
in the art of dissembling. 

“The Prince of Wiles has a habit 
of touching his sleeve, but that 
doesn't mean that every time he does 
so, he’s not telling the truth as he sees 
it," said Professor Furnham. 

Even professional interviewers and 
police officers whose main job is to dis- 
cover the facts, can have difficulty in 
deciding whether someone is lying, he 
said. Only those who know the inter- 
viewee well may be able to tell when 
be or she is not telling the truth be- 
cause they know the person's habitu- 
al expressions and body language. Even 
then they can be mistaken. 

Some si gns to look for are sudden 
changes in behaviour either verbal, 
vocal or visual. The interviewer 
should also watch out for any “mis- 
match" between what is being said 
and how it is being said. 

The inexperienced liar can be 
caught out by a lack of preparation and 
a fear of being caugbL lie detectors 
or polygraphs which are routinely used 
by American employers perform bet- 
ter than the average interviewer, but 
are by no means perfect 

In one experiment involving 1,000 
people, some 740 were registered as 
telling the truth, whereas 20 of them 
were lying. Possibly more problematic 
for the job applicant was (he feet that 
of the 260 who were judged to be liars, 
80 of them were telling the truth. 

Professor Furnham believes that 
while lie detectors produce superfi- 
cially scientific data, their value can 
be spurious. “Perfectly good candi- 
dates can be turned down for jobs just 
because they may be nervous or 
lack a certain amount of confidence." 
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233MHz Pentium* If Processor based system 
with FREE Digital Camera worth £349. 
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Pentium* II Processor - the fastest and most 
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What’s more, for a limited period only, we 
are including a FREE Casio digital camera (worth 
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f connection kit. you can transfer 
*4 your captured photographs onto calendars, greeting cards, postcards, desktop publishing 
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You’ll find our branches in 
your living room, bedroom, 

office and car. 



24-hour telephone banking. 

We’re one of the UK’s most experienced telephone banks, 
caking 10 minion calls a year. Call us any time of day or night, 
from your home, office, even car. Whether you are paying bills, 
setting up standing orders or just asking about your balance, 
you’ll find there is no easier way to bank. 

■ Guaranteed service 

- or we pay you. 

Here’s a guarantee no other bank makes. We will open your 
account without error. We wrflf set up standing orders and direct 
debits without m istakes. W» wiH issue cheque books and cards 
on time, and make agreed loans available within one hour.We 
will not make financial errors on your statements. H we ever 
fail to live up to any of these promises, we’ll put the problem 
straight, say sorry, and credit your account with £10. OK? 


■ Cash from over 

14,000 Link machines. 

Getting your money is simple. Your Co-operative Bank Visa 
Delta debit card can be used to withdraw up to £250 a day 
from over 14.000 Link cash machines up and down the 
country. It also guarantees cheques up to £100. 

■ Personal help 

to open your account. 

We’il make opening your account as simple and painless as 
possible. A dedicated team will sort everything out with you - 
forms, standing orders, direct debits, even arranging for your 
salary to be transferred. 

m| A bank with principles. 

The Co-operative Bank promises never to invest your money 
In countries with oppressive regimes, or in companies that 
needlessly pollute, or test cosmedc products on animals. It’s all 
part of our policy to strive for a better service for you. and a 
better world for all of us. Isn’t that something you want to 
be part of? Then call us free today. 


Post to:The Co-operative Bank pj.c, FREEPOST MR8 1 92, Manchester, M I 9AZ. 
Please use block capitals. www.co-operativebank.co.uk 
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Staring Into the abyss: A father and son, relatives of massacre victims m the town of Sisi Moussa 


Photograph: Benfto/FSP 


Algeria'S psychologists 
are overwhelmed by the 
number of civilians - 
'especially children - C - ■ 
traumatised by the 
bloodlettings which has 
itself reached the limits 
of Insanity. Robert Fisk in 
Algiers finds that 
patients often refuse to 
respond to treatment. 

KhadTja was eight when - she 
heard gunmen on the stairwell 
of her suburban Algiers home. 
Peering from her family's front 
door, she watched as a neigh- 
bour appeared, only to be shot 
down in front of her. She 
doesn’t, know who’ the killers, 
were or even remember the 
neighbour's name. But when Dr 


other splodge of purple to the 

right of the frightened human- 

It could be a pool of blood, the 

same colour as the woman’s 
dress. Khadija has tried to write 
yimp-thing in Arabic among the 

“worms” but it is meaningless. 

“Wb found that Khadija had 
been so upset that she hadde- 
veloped a urinar y infection,” Dr 
Ait-Sidhoum says. ‘‘Many chil- 
dren have developed physical 
. symptoms from their terrible 
experiences. They develop 
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have no capacity to work things 

out mentally. There was another 
Ettle giri, called Sacljira, who was 
gang-raped. She developed an 
ovarian cyst Others simply can- 
not communicate any more. 

When she went for treat- 
ment to Dr Ait-Sidhoum, the 
president of the Algerian Soci- 
ety for Psychological Research, 
12-year-old Amira could not 
conduct a conversation. She, 
too, had been gang-raped - in 
her own home - and Dr Ait- 
Sidhoum tried desperately to 
talk to her about her experience. 
"She was incapable of talking 
about anything. When I of- 
fered her a cup of tea, she would 

say *yes please’. When I asked 
her name , she would reply. But 
she was incapable of holding a 
conversation.” 

If Amira’s response to her 
horrific ordeal seems typical. Dr 
Ait-Sidhoum’s experience has 
persuaded him that all Algeria’s 
'massacre survivors will react 
differently. 

He -recalls a family, of four, 
in which the father was the vic- 
tim of an assassination attempt 
“The daughter was referred to 
me because she bad learning 
difficulties at school, a common 
problem for children after a 
trauma like this. She couldn't re- 
member things. But when I 
met the father, who was a doc- 
tor, 1 found he had even worse 
memory problems. After a 
while, the father suffered car- 
diac problems, the mother de- 
veloped a pre-cancerous uterine 
problem and the aunt, the 
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trauma 
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to publicise this work. Thedo^ 

tor found massacre survivors 

who already suffered 

Seal disorders developed ^ 

worse symptoms after witnessing 

violent incidents. 

•W persecution complex 

would later prevent a airwwOT 

going oat of his or her homeLA 

disorganised person found tha 
they could scarcely function at 
all. There are also a lot of peo- 
ple who just keep seeing, re- 
peated before their eyes, the 
dreadful things that happened m 
front of them. They have night- 
mares about what happened 
and, during the day, are com- 
pletely absorbed by it and unable 
to think about anything else.” 

Dr Ait-Sidhoum’s three fe- 
male colleagues have decided 
the force of a survivor’s per- 
sonality decides the success of 
their recovery. “'Their psycho- 
logical strength determines 
whether they can get over it or 
not," Dr Ait-Sidhoum says. “I 
treated a teacher whose family 
were slaug htered in front of her. 
They even cut her throat and 
she pretended to be dead. But 
she has totally recovered and is 
back at work.” 

Of the worst psychological 
horror - that of the victim who 
knows he is to die - Dr Ait- 
Sidhoum prefers not to'specu- 
late: “Some will lose their head. 
Some will Jhave heart attacks. 
Others will be unable to ^peak.” 

Of the mentality of those 
who cut the throats of babies, 
E>r Ait-Sidhoum says little. 
“There was a man called Ali - 
he was 26 - and he was a mem- 
ber of an armed group in 1992. 
He trained with other men. 
But his parents found him a job 
and he bought a car and left 
the armed group. Last month, 
he joined the government’s 
‘auto-defence’ organisation [Al- 
geria's government-armed mili- 
tia] to chase the terrorists!” 
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Pike taJailng tediHn HI LiJmi /39 
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Model WM71. 
Price excluding 
Trade-in £55939. 
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NINTENDO 64 
1-GAMEPACK 


Nintendo 64 Console. Shark Pad 
Pro 64 Controller. Leda Memory 

ESo“£rt. CURRYS PRICE 


CANNON Stan Sot* Gas Cooker LEISURE iwcn suite naagsmteOMiw 

■ Available m Grown. vOUCHBlPfOCE Model MHGausrB 

N Double oven. ■■■ tttPrfabdudng 

Model CAMBERLEY. CTll TateteflHB. Dehey 

Was £77939. IIIaa dttflfroeiwnufiduw 

In-store Price £59939. tJ f J.T) 
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PACKARD BELL 

Intel® 166MHz MMX™ 
Technology Multimedia PC 

■ 16Mb RAM/2Gb hard drive. 

■ 16-speed CD-ROM drive. 

Model 9029. 


Ask for details. 

12 MONTHS 
INTEREST 
FREE OPTION 4 


EXTRA SAVING 


2-GAME PACK 

Ntatendo 64 coaiale. HMdinvsMn 
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only Currys bring you all this. . . 



NEXT DAY DELIVERY 
4 INSTALLATION 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
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Y1AXSTOCOMK 

Up to 5 yean expert service 
srwport when you buy a 
Mastercare Gowwplan Service 
Agreeme n t 

♦fUSMTBlBT FREE OPTION 
WHEN PURCHASH3 WITH ANY 
PRODUCT OVER £100. 

Ask in-store for details. 


BIGGER STORES 
EVEN MORE CHOICE 


MOMUfc 

*for exceptional 
value, exclusive 
to DSG Retail Ltd. 


With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of any 
credit offer In-store. 
Ask for details. 


For direct, doorstep delivery, 
Freephone (BOO 304304 or 
fax 01442 888145 
(9anv530pm Mon-Sat; 

T Oam- 5pm Sun). . 

Densely charges from £335. 
Part of DSG Retail Ltd. 
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Find e lower price for the 
same product and offer; 
complete, new; boxed and 
in stock in a local shop 
within 7 days of purchase 
and well match ft 

WE'LL NEVER 
BE BEATEN 
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Repair: 7 days a 
week (same day 
Mdierever possible). 


WMW 7MTSAWE 

AvaftaWe 0891 516516 

insioce. Calls cost 50p 

per minute. 
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For most large items If 
you phone before 10 am 
Monday to Friday and 
Dve within 10 miles of 
a Currys store. 
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Currys 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 


On all fre e -st a nding gas and electric AB Superstores offer easy parking, fane night shopping and Sunday opening 

cookers by CORGI registered ffiiqj 0990 500049 for details of yow nearest store, 

engineers (exdudes Northern Ireland Written quota&ons from Currys Dept MK, Hand Hempstead. Hens HR2 7TG. 
and selected Scottish stores}. Currys are Bcensed cretfit broken. Ask m-store for cKtaifs. 
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High-flying Milosevic crony gunned 
down on streets of Belgrade 


One of the most 
powerful men In Serbia, 
the businessman and 
politician Zoran 
Todorovic, was shot dead 
in Belgrade yesterday in 
what appeared to be a 
classic gangland hit 
Andrew Gumbel says the 
killing has struck at the 
heart of President 
Milosevic’s power 
machine. 


Zoran Todorovic was one of 
ihose slick, overdressed power- 
mongers who popped up in 
Belgrade during the Yugoslav 
wars of secession and, by 
strange coincidence, seemed 
to become very rich just as 


Serbia was being hit by in- 
ternational sanctions, a massive 
drop in li ving gtnnriflrrij; and 

hyper-inflation. 

He certainly had plenty of 
enemies: the democratic op- 
position, which loathed him 
for his hardline opinions and his 
toadying to the regime, and pub- 
lic opinion, which looked upon 
him as a gangster and nick- 
named him Kundak, or rifle 
butt But he also had friends in 
high places, most notably Mir- 
jana Markovic, the wife of the 
president, Slobodan Milosevic, 
who cultivated him and 
launched both his political and 
his commercial careers. 

With Mrs Markovic, he 
helped found the leftist politi- 
cal party JUL, in theory an ad- 
vocate of Marxism but in reality 
a lobby group for Serbia’s po- 
litically connected dass otnou- 


Solomon Islands tells US 
to clean up its wrecks 


The Solomon Islands wants the 
United States and Japan to dean 
up some of the mess they left be- 
hind after the Second World 
War battles in the Pacific. 

The Prime Minister, 
Bartholomew Ulufa'alu, said 
yesterday that at least 50 bat- 
tleships and aircraft carriers, 
wrecks from the Pacific conflict, 
are rotting on the sea bed near 
the historic battleground of 
Guadalcanal and polluting the 
water. 

“It is now more than 50 
years that these relics and de- 
bris have been sitting there, and 
they are causing ... a threat to 
Solomon Islanders who basically 
has’e very limited land in terms 
of land mass, but have a huge 
sea resource which this issue 
threatens," Mr Ulufa’alu said 
during a visit to Australia. 

“Therefore we would like to 
see those who are responsible, 
or have been responsible for the 


Second World War, both Allies 
and Japanese, join us in an in- 
ternational drive to do the 
dean-up." 

The wrecks are lying in Iron 
Bottom Sound, a narrow body 
of water between the Solomons 
main island of Guadalcanal 
and the volcanic island of Sava, 
Mr Ulufa’alu said. 

Guadalcanal was the site of 
the 1943 Allied landing which 
marked a turnaround in the 
Pacific conflict between Allied 
forces - induding the US, Aus- 
tralia and Britain - and Japan. 

Mr Ulufa'alu said that while 
no sdentific studies had been 
conducted to determine the 
extent of environmental dam- 
age caused by the wrecks, anec- 
dotal evidence suggested that 
fish, coral and other marine life 
are dying. The Solomon Is- 
lands is unable to deal with the 
problem itself, he said. 

— AP, Brisbane 


Danish court jails nurse 
charged with killing 22 


A court yesterday jailed the nurse charged with killing 22 patients 
at nursing home, after police presented new evidence in the case. 
The suspect voluntarily appeared in court so the three judges could 
see “who she is really -an ordinary 32-year-old woman," the de- 
fence lawyer Mette Lauritzen said. The nurse allegedly killed the 
victims, aged 65 to 97, by giving them overdoses of a morphine- 
based drug. The victims died between August 1994 and March 
1997. The nurse also is charged with theft and embezzlement of 
629,000 kroner (S108.000) from nursing home patients. Police re- 
ferred to the killings as “euthanasia," but it was not dear if any 
of the victims were cases of assisted suicide. Both euthanasia and 
assisted suicide are illegal in Denmark. 

—AP 


Sportscaster goes free after 
admitting biting lover 

The judge in the Marv Albert sex trial declined to impose any 
sentence oo Friday after the American sportscaster pleaded guilty 
to biting a lover during a sexual encounter. 

Arlington Circuit Judge Benjamin Kendrick said the case against 
Mr Albert, who was fired from his job as an NBC sportscaster 
after his misdemeanor guilty plea, could be dismissed if he showed 
progress in counseling. 

He pleaded guilty in September to assa ult to avoid a more se- 
rious charge of forcible sodomy. He was accused of repeatedly 
biting a woman on the back in a hotel in this VtfeshingLon sub- 
urb in February and forcing her to perform oral sex, which is clas- 
sified as sodomy in Virginia. 

— Reuters 


Irish draft whaling peace plan 

The International Whaling Commission (IWC) gave Ireland the 
green light to draft a plan to break years of deadlock between 
whalers and their opponents in the organisation. IWC member 
slates underscored their guarded support for the initiative by Irish 
Whaling Commissioner and IWC vice-chairman Michael Can- 
ny by electing him chairman al the annual meeting. Canny’s pro- 
posal would lift a 1982 IWC moratorium on commercial whaling, 
but limit hunting to coastal areas, and only for local consump- 
tion or aboriginal subsistence needs. Canny drew up his plan amid 
a surge in whale kills by Japanese and Norwegian hunters, to 1,043 
in the past 12 months from around 350 a year at the start of the 
decade. ‘ 

— Reuters 


Hostage gives Chechens slip 

A French aid worker headed home to France yesterday, two days 
after he escaped from four months of captivity in the rebel Russ- 
ian republic of Chechnya. 

Christophe Andr£, who worked for the international aid group 
Medecins sans Fronlieres, told the Interfax news agency that he 
managed lo remove the handcuffs that tied him to a radiator, and 
slipped out through an unlocked door. He walked for a few hours 
before hitching a ride to the Chechen capital, Grozny, Interfax 
said. Four workers for the French aid group Equilibre kidnapped 
in August remain missing, as do two Hungarian church workers. 

—AP 


veaux riches. Under her tutelage, 
he rase through the ranks of the 
state-run petrol companies— a 
key sector during the war when 
oil had to be smuggled into the 
country - to become general 
man a ge r at Beopetrol, the sec- 
ond largest petrol company in 
the country. 

His murder can only be in- 
terpreted as an audacious strike 
at the very heart of the Milo- 
sevic power machine. The 38- 
year-old Ibdorovic was gunned 
down as he got out of his car 
outside Beopetrol’s headquar- 
ters and died instantly, while his 
bodyguard was badly injured. A 
lone man was seen running 
away from the scene shortly af- 
terwards, but no does were 
immediately forthcoming about 
tbe identity of the killer. 

Such murders are becoming 
increasingly common in Bel- 


grade. Earlier this year, Mr Milo- 
sevic’s police chief, Radovan 
Stqjkric, was killed in similar 
fashfon, as was Vlada Kovacevic, 
a black marketeer and friend of 
Mr Milosevic’s son Marko. 

Nobody knows the precise 
motives for these murders, but 
they seem to be a product of the 
twilight world where politics and 
organised crime in Serbia meet. 

Tbdorovic’s murder coin- 
cides with a period of high po- 
litical uncertainty, with Mr 
Milosevic battling to establish 
real authority through his new 
■ post of Yugoslav President and 
struggling to keep control of bis 
old job as head of state in Ser- 
bia. Earlier this month, presi- 
dential elections in Serbia were 
declared null and void because 
they failed to attract the re- 
quired 50 per cent of registered 
voters. 
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German army shocked by revelation 
of unit’s second neo-Nazi videotape 


ething rotten in the Bundeswehr’: Ministers are demanding stricter vetting of recruits Photograph: Reuters 


A neo-Nazi video starring soldiers 
of the Bundeswehr has shocked 
Germany. Horrified politicians 
recall that similarfy repulsive 
footage emerged from the same 
source only three months ago. 

Imre Karacs asks if this another 
isolated incident; or a trend 


Five hours of racist banter filmed at bar- 
racks of the German army threw the gov- 
ernment into disarray yesterday, sparking 
a row over measures proposed by the de- 
fence ministry to counter the threat. 

After viewing some of the tape, which 
was obtained by the SAT-1 commercial tele- 
vision station, VoiJcer Ruhe, Defence Min- 
ister, called for stricter vetting of recruits. 

This was attacked by the Justice Min- 
ister, Edzard Schmidt-Jorlzig, as uncon- 
stitutional. The ministerial quarrel is set to 


continue next week, when parliament’s de- 
fence committee discusses the ‘'scandal 
video", which was made three or four years 
ago but only surfaced this week. 

Just as Germany has had to come to 
terms in recent years with neo-Nazis in its 
midst it is confronted with evidence that 
even the democratic army is not immune 
to the disease. 

“They always said an extreme-right 
culture could never emerge in the German 
army,” said Dieter Heistermann, defence 
spokesman of the opposition Social De- 
mocrats. “But the fact that for three years 
nobody realised what was going on there 
shows something is rotten in the Bun- 
deswehr.” 

There is much in the footage to justify 
this claim. Tb a sound-track of neo-Nazi 
rock, soldiers and officers of the 
571 Mountain Infantry Battalion are seen 
giving the Hitler salute, discussing the “Jew- 
ish problem" — "the demons of the human 
race" - and .ringing anti-Semitic songs. 


One soldier says: “What about the six 
million Jews? - All lies." An officer is seen 
wearing a T-shirt with the name of the skin- 
bead band SkrewdriveT; another T-shirt pro- 
claims that “Rudolf Hess lives". 

The unit seems familiar with all the ma- 
jor bands and their songs, as well as clas- 
sics such as the ballad “Eternal Germany 
- Holy Reich". Most of the soldiers appear 
to be blind drunk, enacting puerile scenes 
of homosexual encounters interspersed with 
fantasy Jew-bating. 

One volunteers to be the anti-hero of 
the plot: “I am a Jew. 1 take the German 
people’s money.” 

Whereupon his comrades give him a 
good thrashing - in jest, of course. Some 
of the film is similar to a video shown by 
SAT-1 three months ago, in which soldiers 
played out a scene of killings and rape in 
the forests of Bosnia. The resemblance is 
no coincidence. The “Bosnian" tape was 
also produced by the 517st Battalion, 
though not by the same people. 


How Yeltsin led Russia into 
the Chechen quagmire 


A*? • 




President Boris Yeltsin is not 
quite the aloof tsar he seems. 
Evidence in a book published 
yesterday about how the most 
catastrophic decision of his 
presidency - the invasion of 
Chechnya -was made turns con- 
ventional orthodoxy on its head. 
It shows how the President 
personally drove through the 
plan to launch a military crack- 
down, while letting his subor- 
dinates take the heat. 

In effect he turned his Se- 
curity Council into a politburo 
when it met on 29 November 
1994 after the failure of a covert 
operation to topple the rebel 
regime. Yury Kalmykov, then 
justice minister, said it was 
dear from the President’s tone 
that his mind had been made 
up. All present were told to vote 
for an invasion. “The President 
said: ‘Let’s vote.’ I said: T want 
to speak' ‘No, we vote without 
discussion’. “It is a purely So- 
viet system", Mr Kalmykov said 
in an interview before his death 
in January this year. Mr Yeltsin 
“could not tolerate" any show 
of dissent The process was 
now irreversible and 12 days lat- 
er a 40,000-strong force rolled 
into Chechnya. Mr Yeltsin went 
into hospital for a routine nose 
operation, stfli having made no 
public comment on the crisis. 
Mr Kalmykov resigned. 

Some officials believe the 
war. which ended two years lat- 
er in Russian defeat could 
have been averted if the rebel 
president Dzhokhar Dudayev, 
had obtained the meeting he 
was seeking, but was denied, 
with Mr Yeltsin or the Prime 
Minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin. 
If only his pride had been sat- 
isfied he would have been ready 
to moderate his demands on 


Chechen independence, they 
say. Two top Russian politicians 
now reveal that a scheduled 
meeting between General Du- 
dayev and Mr Chernomyrdin 
was mysteriously cancelled just 
as the war was starting. 

Hie top Russian negotiator, 
Vyacheslav Mikhailov, said he 
wound up peace talks on the un- 
derstanding that a meeting 
would take place. Gen Du- 
dayev later told another nego- 


Yeltsin: No dissent 


tiator, Arkady Volsky, the only 
Russian official who met him 
during the war, that he had a 
special new uniform made for 
the encounter. Who called off 
the meeting? By then Mr 
Yeltsin was in hospital and bad 
delegated power to hardliners 
clustered around his bodyguard, 
Alexander Korzhakov. In all 
likelihood the planned meeting 
was quashed on their orders in 
favour of pursuing the invasion. 
The war in Chechnya cost 
50,000 lives. 

— Thom os c/e Waal 

Xlhedoiya: a srmH victorious War’, 
by CaHotta Gad and Thomas de 
Waal, is published by Pan. 
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EU divisions open up over 
pace of expansion to east 


Deep divisions over the pace of 
the European Union's planned 
expansion into Eastern Europe 
will be exposed today when 
EU foreign ministers gather in 
Luxembourg. The European 
Commission has recommended 
opening negotiations in the 
new year with a first-wave group 
of five countries- Poland. Hun- 
gary the Czech Republic, Slove- 
nia and Estonia, plus Cyprus. 

But some member states, led 
by Sweden and Denmark, want 
negotiations to start at the 
same time with all 10 Eastern 
European candidates, even 
though Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithua- 
nia, Slovakia and Romania are 
deemed unprepared. 

The Scandinavians argue 
that a selective approach to the 
accession talks will seriously 
damage efforts to promote 
democracy, human rights and 


economic reform in the coun- 
tries where it is most needed. 

The deb3te will be compli- 
cated by a row between Lhe ex- 
isting member states over how 
to pay for enlargement, and on 
whether the bloc's expensive 
farm and regional aid policies 
will first have to undergo ma- 
jor surgery. Spain, which fears 
big cuts in aid, has already sig- 
nalled it will block enlarge- 
ment unless (he annual £60bn 
budget is expanded. 

France, Italy and Belgium 
have issued a formal warning 
that they will stall the admission 
of any new member states until 
the EU decirion-making struc- 
tures are streamlined. They fear 
stagnation in a union of 20 if in- 
rfividuai countries are allowed to 
veto derisions, and they blame 
the Germans for failing to back 
radical voting changes. 


JFK’s son visits Cuba 


John E Kennedy Jr is visiting 
Cuba, almost 35 years to the day 
after the missile crisis in which 
his father faced down the Sovi- 
et Union. "He is there as a jour- 
nalist," said a spokeswoman for 
Mr Kennedy. She said she had 
no other details about the trip. 

Mr Kennedy is founder and 
editor of the political magazine 
George. A receptionist at the 
Melia-Cohiba hotel in Havana 


said Mr Kennedy was regstered 
there. The world crisis that be- 
gan when missile sites were 
being built on the island came 
to a head on 22 October 1962, 
when President John F 
Kennedy established a quaran- 
tine to prevent Soviet missiles 
from being delivered to Cuba, 
after which the Soviet leader, 
Nikita Khrushchev, backed 
down. 
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The town that called the police at bed time 


Police and politicians 
were congratulating 
themselves yesterday on 
the opening night of 
what is, in ail but name, 
the first curfew on the 
streets of Britain. 

Stephen Goodwin was on 
estates in Hamifton, 
Scotland, as eight 
youngsters were picked 
up by police and taken 
back to their parents. 


Strathclyde Police called it a 
-child safety initiative”. They 
could have got a snappier title 
from the back of one of the 
many ice-cream vans which 
cru ise the Hamilton housing es- 
tates - “Watch the Weans”. The 
weans themselves have no re- 
spect for the constabulary' s lin- 
guistic contortions and call the 
initiative requiring them to be 
indoors after dark a “curfew” 

And for the first night at 
least it was pure entertain- 
ment. The media circus bad 
come to town, with its cameras, 
lights and mobile phones, and 
despite near-zero temperatures 
there were more youngsters 
on the streets than police or 
tenants could remember. 

“I didn't know there were so 
many weans in Whitehill " said 
a woman standing outside a 
heavily grilled store as knots of 
youngsters, some as young as 
six or seven, thronged around 
reporters and photographers. 

Whitthill is the grimmest of 
the three housing estates cho- 
sen for the six-month pilot cur- 
fews. The scheme is a joint 
effort by Strathclyde police 
and South Lanarkshire Coun- 
cil to deal with vandalism, 
uader-age drinking and fight- 
ing and to make parents aware 
of their responsibilities. “While 
you are watching a drama your 
kids could be involved in one,” 
an advertising hoarding being 
(owed around the streets warns. 

The police say youngsters 
out late are at risk of sexual 
abuse, drug pushers and other 
“malevolent influences". 



The nanny state: police question a youngster as the ‘child safety initiative' begins 


Some 1,500 people live in 
Whitehill and though the coun- 
cil has spent £5 ,5m refurbish- 
ing properties on the post-war 
estate it still looks a bard place 
to grow up. Several of the four- 
in-a-block-homes surrounding 
the bleak civic centre are 
daubed with graffiti. Nearly 
2^00 people live on each of 
the other schemes involved - 
Hillhouse and Fairhill. 

The eight children stopped 
by the police and taken home 
in the unreal circumstances of 
the first night were aged from 
11 to 14, an equal number of 
boys and girls. Chief Superin- 
tendent Jim Elliot, commander 
of the Hamilton Division, said 
the parents had reacted posi- 
tively to their action. “One 


said it was ‘first class'.” The 
youngsters were all of an age 
where their presence on the 
streets during darkness gave 
cause for concern, he said. 
Hcrwever, as to why these eight 
out of hundreds of children on 
the streets should have been se- 
lected he was unferth coming, 
apart from adding: “We had to 
start somewhere.” 

It was a night of confused 
stories. Chief Superintendent 
Elliot beard one about jour- 
nalists handing out “penny 
bangers” to youngsters and in 
another a man armed with a 
home-made bazooka was said 
to be scouring Whitehill firing 
at reporters. 

Yet none of the 5 (^strong 
media contingent seemed to 


come away with serious scars, 
and nor did their P- and R- 
registered cars. 

Every one of more than a 
score of youngsters spoken to 
by The Independent in White- 
full and Hillhouse hated the po- 
lice. “They’re just shite,” one 
13-year-old said. “They stop us 
so they can be cheeky and act 
the big man.” 

Reaction among parents 
was mixed, though the initiative 
was a direct response to local 
householders' concerns. 

One mother said youths 
d rinking beneath her flat win- 
dow made nights hell. 

But on Whitehill a group of 
three women said the exercise 
was a waste of money and the 
police should concentrate on 


Photograph: Colin McPherson 


the “real criminals” of the es- 
tate. “They should get rid of the 
smackheads and the druggies 
and then we could let the weans 
go out,” one mother said. . . 

With all the police activity a 
gang of a dozen or more alleged 
drug users whom the women 
said gathered by the civic cen- 
tre was nowhere to be seen. 

Strathclyde's Chief Consta- 
ble, John Orr, said the exercise 
was not about imposing a dra- 
conian curfew or infringing 
dvil liberty. 

One knot of youngsters away 
from the spotlight was ap- 
proached by an officer getting 
out of a patrol car and re- 
minded: “Don’t you forget, 
we'll be back- next week when 
there’s nae cameras.” 
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to his congregation on Sunday evening 13 could lead to pe ey 

days ago when be suddenly felt a bright light ^cu^y rfthe^ e & « 

“I felt disturbed and my vision became motorist if they are 
blurred.” recalled Mr Deiin, minister at lose control of 

The Avenue Methodist church. Sale. >n Cheshire is claunmg that his left eye is 
Cheshire irrevocably damaged after being hit by a 

I^nesuire. „ • I..U— UovmrviH .i 


glass door. 1 was worried about it because hands they are as barmiui as an 
I know about the dangers these things can is a very serious health issue - these pens 
cause. In the end I had to stop and ask are marketed as toys. 

NEW WEAPON IN UNRUL Y PUPILS' ARMOURY 


A female teacher was wailing in the din- 
ner queue at her school in Warrington. 
Cheshire, when she suddenly felt a sharp 
pain in her eye. 

A 15-year- old boy had fired a laser beam 
at her face.. “She felt discomfort and her 
eye started to water,” said the deputy head- 
master of Padgkte High School. 

■ ' “She had to cover it and was taken to 
hospital, buffortunalely there was no per- 
manent damage. We derided the teacher 
had been assaulted.” 


The school suspended the pupil re- 
sponsible about a month ago for several days 
as a p unishm ent and have banned the pen£ 
It has also warned parents in a newsletter 
about the lasers. The comprehensive school 
contacted the police and the local author- 
ity to seek advice. “We tried to find out how 
dangerous the pens are, but the health and 
safety people didn’t know much about it at 
this stage.” said die deputy. He added that 
there have been reports of youngsters 
taking the pens to football games. 
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FACE 

STARVATION 



public's, support, the Red Cross has ensured that basic 'V ' •' 
medical and food aid lias been reaching those who need -' v 

it most. But supplies are running dangerously low at a 
time when help is needed more than ever before. jV - 

For the third consecutive year, a combination of S&iyl.V 

devastating floods and drought has ruined harvests and 

destroyed homes. In parts of North Korea children are 

already having to live on a diet of tree hark and roots. “ 

n - ■ ■ . .. i I endow a cheque 

But, without urgent help, many will not survive the | 

bitter cold of the North Korean winter. I ' — ' £250* L 

[ Or ptaup debit mv 

Help b needed urgently to avoid this catastrophe, j _______ 

In addition to food and medical equipment, blankets | ' — ' — Q— I— 

and winter jackets are now desperately needed. You can | Today's dale 

do something to prevent huge numbers of children I Mr. Mn/Mbs/Nb 

suffering through the winter months. £2t> could help I 

feed a family of four for two months. ! Hosicwfc 


Please call now with your credit card donation. 




0171 201 5040 

QUOTING REFERENCE 8830 

Or you can Sond ; or pot--:! order with th* coupon opposite. 
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The most heavily armed people in the world 

Guns Ut> MiannaJ. - 


ar 




Guns are everywhere in you don’t go off the beaten 
Yemen - as many as Uack.” Itfca rignificant^Iali- 

three for every one of ncation, because it is down 
the 17 million Yemenis, such tracks Md dirt roads that 
making them the most « ost , Yeinenis live in their 

heavily armed - — aone-bufli villages, often bufti 

P®°P te m on Pinnacles of rock ordineine 
the ^rorid. Patrick Cockbum todie side ofmountains to leave 
in Sana'a says guns may land for cultivation, 
have helped the . mountains, where a few 

tribesmen retain their r ?. ei J m l can 031 a have en- 
. ,r abled the tribes to maintain 
pers^aTfreedom, but at their independence and weak- 
^ilgh price to the ened the central governments, 

country On the positive side, the weak- 

ness of the state - and the abil- 
ity of the individual and tribe to 

Yemeni tribesmen re- 

cently released a group of for- ratic, though anarchic, flavour 

kidSan^H^fh ^ had which fc unit l ue “ Arab 
kidnapped, they gave the world outside Lebanon 

HS^ tr tSS' Dgbom W”* ^e government 
ft^^nohardfeelmgs.TTie raised the price of diesel this 

presents for the men were week farmers immediately held 
equally traditional: each was protest rallies. Al Dhamar, an 
handed an old-fashioned but old city of stone tower houses 
serviceable sub-machine-gun in the centre of a fertile moun- 
ts a keepsake. tain basin, they closed the main 

+ . often b^ n called road and engaged the army in 

theWild West of the Arab a firefight which left two farm- 
world, a place where the inde- ers and one soldier dead, 
pendrat tribesman, loyal to his Yemeni journalists complain 
sheikh before the central gov- they are prevented from giving 
eminent, is king. A better anal- the facts (the official govera- 
ogy might be the Scottish meat figure was just one dead 
ffchlands before the battle of at Dhamar). But even this muf- 
GSloden, with the Kalashnikov fled version of life in Yemen 
replacing the daymore as the sounds drarnatic enough. For in- 
symbol of tribal society. stance, the weekly paper al-Wah- 

Goverament authority does dawi . earlier this month 
not extend far beyond the out- reported that a bomb had ex- 
skirts of the cities, a fact made plotted outside the tax authority 
clear when we tried to visit in Sana’a, and that a German 
J ihanah , about 15 miles from scholar had escaped ki dna pping 
Sana'a, the capital, where every by three armed men, though her 
second shops sells arms. We driver was killed. The mam 
never made ft. A few miles out- story in the same newspaper re- 
side the cfty we came upon an ported indignantly on a road 
army checkpoint, where the which Saudi Arabia is alleged 
soldier on duty raised his han ds to be buflding ille gally on thb 
to his head in theatrical alarm . Yemeni side of the two coun- 
at the idea of a foreigner going tries’ disputed border. 
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When Yemeni tribesmen re- 
cently released a group of for- 
eign tourists they had 
kidnapped, they gave the 
women silver jewellery to show 
there were no hard feelings. The 
presents for the men were 
equally traditional- each was 
handed an old-fashioned but 
serviceable sub-machine-gun 
as a keepsake. 

Yemen has often been called 
the Wild West of the Arab 
world, a place where the inde- 
pendent tribesman, loyal to his 
sheikh before the central gov- 
ernment, is king. A better anal- 
ogy might be the Scottish 
f&jhlands before the battle of 
Qnloden, with the Kalashnikov 
replacing the daymore as the 
symbol of tribal society. 

Government authority does 
not extend fax beyond the out- 
skirts of the dries, a fact made 
dear when we tried to visit 
Jihanah, about 15 miles from 
Sana'a, the capital, where every 
second shops sells arms. We 
never made it. A few miles out- 
side the cfty we came upon an 
army checkpoint, where the 
soldier on duty raised his hands 
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Gun law: In the Wild West of the Arab world, the independent tribesman is king 


Photograph from Impressions of Yemen by Pascal and Maria Marechaux (Flammarion) 


further down the road. 

Eventually he agreed that we 
could gp on, but suggested we 
taas two soldiers as bodyguards. 
At the next checkpoint, a for- 
tified military position defend- 
ed by 40 troops, however, the 
officer in charge, though in a 
'friendly mood as he chewed 
leaves of qat, a mildly narcotic 
plant, insisted that we return fo 
Sana’a. “There are many prob- 
lems between the government 
and the tribes here,” he ex- 
plained. “Perhaps you will get 
hijacked.” 

.Given .that this is exactly 
what had happened a week be- 
fore to Henry Thompson, a 38- 
war-old British aid worker, as 
* drove on the busy main 
road south of Sana’a, the threat 
did not seem remote. “Most of 
Yemen is safe," asserted a 
diplomat back in the capital, “if 


Such developments worry 
Yemenis more than gunfights, 
because Yemen’s politics re- 
volve round their relationship 
with their wealthier but less pop- 
ulous northern neighbour. In 
1990, Saudi Arabia expelled 
850,000 Yemeni workers. The 
economic disaster .which fol- 
lowed was one reason why 
south Yemen tried to secede in 
1994, provoking a savage dvil 
war in which several thousand 
Yemenis died. 

Yemen pays a high price for 
the survival of the sturdily in- 
dependent tribesmen. A 
Yemeni proverb says: "A 
Yemeni can be rented but not 
bought” The problem is that 
they are rented quote often - and 
invariably by Saudi Arabia. like 
the oid Scottish dans, the tribes 
ofYemencanbeboughtbyany- 1 
body with money in his pocket. 
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Blocked. 


Planked. 



Inspired. 
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Enquired. 




One of the first steps to creating a 
beautiful floor is the full colour. 
Inspiring Pergo brochure, forgo floors 
give you warm, natural good-looks in a 
variety of subtle patterns and finishes. 
Aspirational, and surprisingly inexpen- 
sive. And, reassuringly, with a IS year 
guarantee on Original Pergo. It'll open 
your eyes to creating a beautiful new 
look In your home. 
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Gentle defendant earns top marks from witness box 


Riding down in the lift from his hotel room 
yesterday, Barry Scheck, the star lawyer on 
Louise Woodward’s defence team, recog- 
nised someone from the court, leaned 
across to him and implored; “She is 100 per 
cent innocent You do know that, don’t you? 
Don’t you?" 

Why so anxious, Mr Scheck? Obvious- 
ly, he had not yet had time to peruse the 
morning's papers and see their decidedly 
sympathetic take on the three hours that 
Louise was on the stand on Thursday. 

"Experts; Woodward did welL” “Com- 
posure under Ere earns teen high marks.” 
“Teenager’s testimony sways local audi- 
ence." “Gentle defendant makes Murder 
One seem a stretch". And those are from 
just one paper. 

Readers were even treated with the opin- 
ions of an eye-blink expert. Did you notice, 
for example, that Louise's eyes were only 
going at a rate of 1 1 blinks a minute while 
under direct examination by her own 
lawyer, and at just 13 blinks a minute when 
facing the prosecutor? The average rate for 
all of us is IS to 25 blinks. 

"She exudes a sense of self-confidence 
and self-constraint." the expert opined. Such 
a blink-rate “does not suggest someone who 
is easily prone to temperamental out- 
bursts." 

Scheck, whose role has been to offer al- 
ternative medical facts to contradict the 
prosecution's case, argued fiercely against 
putting Louise on the stand. Why take the 
risk, he asked his colleagues on the defence, 
when, on the medical evidence, they already 
seemed so far ahead? He felt they had had 
a fabulous week, bringing forward one ex- 
pert after another, all with impeccable cre- 
dentials, to testify that the shaking and the 
slamming of the victim's head, that the pros- 
ecution says occurred on 4 February, nev- 
er happened 


BY DAVID 
USBORNE 
AND JOJO 
MOYES 


In spile of the intensely complex nature 
of some of the medical evidence, the jury 
had been presented with a new picture that, 
by Thursday, was not hard ' to grasp. The 
little boy, Matthew Eappen. had infect, they 
contended suffered an earlier, undetect- 
ed blow to the head that caused a blood 
dot beneath the skull, which, instead of nat- 
urally dissipating, began to re-bleed on or 
shortly before 4 February, causing a mas- 
sive build-up of pressure on the brain, neu- 
rological collapse and ultimately, death. 

But Scheck, having lost the argument 
with his colleagues, could also have drawn 
reassurance yesterday (when, by the way, 
the court was dark) from the cacophony of 
commentary that has erupted across Amer- 
ica’s broadcast airwaves since Louise’s 
testimony. On the cable channels that have 
been showing the trial live, gavel to gavel, 
few are the voices that dare call Louise’s 
performance a sham. Predictions of ac- 
quittal fly with abandon; no one dares fore- 
cast a guilty verdict - or least not on the 
charge sought by the prosecution; first 
degree murder. 

While, for American audiences, the nan- 
ny trial is still only a shadow of the ether- 
circus that the OJ Simpson trial became, 
it is attracting very wide coverage. Even 
among Britons, unused to the drama of 
Court TV, interest in the trial has been 
mounting. Sky News, which has been 
broadcasting the trial non-stop; said its view- 
ing figures (normally between 50-70,000) 
increased “by 500-1,000 per cent" for 
Louise's testimony on Thursday. “We’ve 
had leUers and calls talking about the case 
and coverage, there's a lot of interest out 
there, and it's building as the verdict ap- 
proaches,” a spokesman said. “Because of 
the nature of Sky we were able to dear 
schedules and show it live. We’ve been more 
than justified in doing that," 



' Vfeiting: Louise Woodward biting her nails on Thursday, before going into the witness box of the Massachusetts court Photograph: Ted Frtzgerald/AP 


With each passing day, the snake of satel- 
lite lorries around the 18-floor concrete 
courthouse gets a little longer, and the num- 
bers of producers from die national broad- 
cast news-magazine shows multiply. Good 
Morning America, Primetime Live, Dateline 
NBC. Everyone & there. Above all, they 
have come for Louise herself. It is very rare 
for defendants in murder trials to take the 
stand in America, thus her testimony is an 
instant sensation. 

In addition, the American press finds 
fascination in the subtext about the boy’s 
mother, Deborah Eappen. Indeed, there 
was outright astonishment amongst the 
many British broadcast reporters one night 
last week, when the nightly ABC news bul- 
letin baldly told viewers that shifting the 
blame away from Louise towards the 
mother - as a person who chose to consign 
her children to a foreign, teenage, stranger 


in favour of her medical career - had be- 
come the main thrust of the defence strat- 
egy. Not so. 

Through all the three weeks so far, re- 
lations between American and British 
reporters have been mutually suspicious. 
We were perceived as having smeared the 
American justice system as unfair and au- 
tomatically biased against Louise; we saw 
cause to accuse some of them of skewing 
coverage unfairly against the “baby-killer" 
nanny. 

The tensions briefly revealed themselves 
after court closed on Thursday. A producer 
for the ITV documentary series. The Big 
Story, who has mysteriously appointed 
himself protector to the Woodwards, took 
exception to the American TV reporters 
who pounced upon the family as they left 
the court building. He told the Americans 
to back off and implied that while he was 


a serious “investigative” reporter, they as- 
suredly were not. Whereupon an Ameri- 
can network cameraman invited the Brit 
to repeat what he had just said, on cam- 
era, and risk having said equipment inserted 
where it would hurt. 

Mostly it is about semantics. Louise 
seemed “cool” and “calculating" in court 
to American reporters. To us, she was “sto- 
ic" or “composed”. Beginning a radio bul- 
letin on Thursday, one US correspondent 
began, “At last, Louise Woodward has 
shown some emotion..." 

The cultural divide also finds its way 
occasionally into the court itself. 

There was general bafflement on Thurs- 
day, for example, when Louise tried to des- 
cribe a baby vest she had put on the victim 
as a garment that dosed around the crotch 
with “poppers". Poppers here imply a 
widely available recreational drug. 


The right word was snaps, but Louise 
could not find iL 

The question being widely asked is 
whether the jury might confuse the so-called 
“Britishness" of Louise, her reserve and her 
relative disdain for in -court emotion, with 
stone-hcartedness. Its members, however, 
are a sophisticated bunch from one of the 
most savvy cities of the nation. Probably, 
they will have no trouble telling the dif- 
ference. 

In Louise's home town of Elton, in 
Cheshire, there has never been any doubt. 
The vast majority of locals have always been 
convinced of her innocence; this week, they 
believe that view has become more wide- 
spread. 

Frank Jones is the father of one of 
Louise’s friends. Linsey. He said yesterday 
that the mood there, where locals had been 
glued to their televisions, had definitely 


ecution outline then defence mate 
tociks better vh ^ .^ re ^dously 

^Tbutihe 0 »»«P“P tethOn * bt 

she was innocent ^ up 

nna^S^S 
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dragged out of the van in chains - it was 

Sing to think it was someone we 

Sou see. we were aU young couples 

who moved in at the same time, andwe 
watched these children grow up - c vci Y' 
one knows everyone. You watch out fbreth- 
er people’s children, even if you only 

know them by sight," 

Despite the extraordinary situation m 

have held car-boot sales. latent tughts m 
the local pub, and the owner of a local bua- 
ness has shaved bis head for chanty. 

“We Ye bad a gentleman, George, writ- 
ing every week from Sussex; he sends. a 
cheque for £20. There are lots of envelopes 
from people just saying they're praying for 
Louise. It has surprised us because m the 
beginning it was more or less just a village 
thing. ” Mrs McCabe said. “Some friends 

of Sue’s in the next village did a csino night 

and Ladbroke's did a free race-night for us 
in July. The response has been 99 per cent 
positive." 

A 24-hour, 7-day prayer hot-line has 
been set up so that someone, throughout 
the village and the surrounding area, is al- 
ways praying for Louise. A businessman has 
donated T-shirts printed with the words: 
“The Woodward Appeal: To all caring and 
compassionate people." Unexpected sup- 
port has come from two members of the 
Royal family, who wrote to say that they 
were monitoring the case. 

The village, says Sandra McCabe, is nox- 
iously watching the television in the run- 
up to Tuesday, the expected' dale of the 
verdict. "But myself and the others, we’ve 
been optimistic from the beginning," she 
said yesterday. “All we wanted was that she 
got a fair trial, and it looks like she’s get- 
ting one." Whatever the result, she says, 
Louise’s ordeal has had an unexpected im- 
pact on tallage life. “I’ve lived here for 27 
years and there’s people you don’t know, 
but you nod at when you see them in the 
shop. Now we don’t nod at each other, we 
stop and talk.” she said. 

Stephen Jakobi. of the organisation Riir 
Trials Abroad, has been advising Louise's 
parents since her arresL He is unsur- 
prised by the apparent swing in public ofH- 
ion. T m glad in many ways that Louise was 
put in the box. It gives her the chance to 
say her piece, and it's very important for 
her so that she dispels any lingering doubt 
about herself, particularly that she loved 
that baby ... No one watching her testimony 
could have doubled her sincerity,” he 
said. 

If the trial had taken plan? in Britain, 
says Mr Jakobi, who is also convinced of 
Louise’s innocence, it might well have been 
thrown out tty now. “I'm really quite sur- 
prised that the case hasn’t been slopped. 
A British judge might well have ruled that 
there wasn’t a reasonable case for the j 
to convict The first-degree murder cha 
is still a mind-boggling thing.” 

Maybe Mr Scheck is just naturally cau- 
tious. He may not know it but on one 
phone-in show on MSNBC in which 77ie 
Independent was a participant an instant 
polling of viewers found that only 53 per 
cent saw grounds for reasonable doubt while 
47 per cent still considered Louise guilty. 
It is also true that the really tough ques- 
tioning of Louise under cross-examination 
from the prosecution is still to come 


The odd 
pretender 
to the 
crown of 
Marco Polo 


Did a Jewish-Italian merchant travel 
through China four years before Marco 
Polo and write up his adventures in a racy, 
spicy, moralising manuscript hidden from 
view for 700 years? Or is the world of his- 
torical research about to consume the most 
lavish portion of egg-on-face since “The 
Hitler Diaries" fiasco? Whatever the out- 
come of the complex row that now sur- 
rounds it, David Selboume’s new edition 
of The City of Ligfit by one Jacob d’An- 
cona has reminded all the waning parties 
that not eveiything written or printed on 
paper unquestionably counts as gospel 
truth. But perhaps every reader of the 
British press knew that already. 

Selboume, a prolific historian and po- 
litical philosopher who hims elf travelled 
in China during his youthful Maoist days, 
is the son of an idealistic Salford GP and 
grandson of the great rabbinical thinker 
Moshe Avigdor Amiel. For two decades, 
he taught at Ruskin College, Oxford, the 
union-supported foundation, but became 
disenchanted by his increasingly bitter bat- 
tles with the hard left 

Disgusted with British political and aca- 
demic life, Selboume moved to Uihino in 
central Italy. Three years ago, he antici- 
pated many of Tony Blair’s headline 


themes in his book The Principle of Duty. 
Placing its stress on responsibility in- 
stead of unearned rights, this gnomic tract 
advocated a “social-ism" that would place 
obligations on corporate fat-cats and ben- 
efit-seekers alike. 

By that time, be says, he had already 
come across a late 13th-century manuscript 
in private hands: 280 pages in vernacular 
Italian with Hebrew elements, written on 
paper - still a novelty in Europe around 
1280 - and bound in frayed vellum. It ap- 
pears to be the record of Jacob d’Ancona's 
three-year trip around India and IndoChi- 
na to Zaitun (now Quanzhou), a sophis- 
ticated but demoralised “Gty of Light” on 
the South China coast. Jacob arrived in Za- 
itun in 1271; Marco POk> reached Xanadu 
in 1275. 

Jacob’s tale (lavishly published by Lit- 
tle, Brown) reveals some uncanny paral- 
lels between public debates in late-Song 
China, then under threat from Mongol in- 
vaders, and late- 1990s Britain. The busi- 
nesslike but leisure-loving citizens of 
Zaitun chew over questions familiar to us 
-about community and individualism, the 
morality of the marketplace, teenage sex. 
the role of disparate faiths in a unified 
state. Jacob d'Ancona and David 


Selboume certainly make a marriage of 
true minds. Selboume claims dial “There 
is very little in his manuscript that does not 
address today’s problems, showing how 
perennial they are”. 

He professes himself satisfied with Ja- 
cob's bona fides : “The accuracy of his 
record is on the whole impressive". Oth- 
er specialists are not so sure. The orien- 
tal scholar and novelist Robert Irwin 
tentatively raised the possibility that Sel- 
boume was hoaxed. Now, in the London 
Review of Books , the eminent Sinologist 
T H Barrett of London University argues 
that The City of Ligfit is a modem forgery. 

Barrett thinks it peppered with 
anachronisms about the life and customs 
of the period, and with characters that crop 
up in no other Chinese source. Jacob meets 
graduates holding kinds of degrees that (ac- 
cording to Barrett) did not then exist. He 
reports a scholar using the word “Hui” for 
Muslims, although the term, Barrett al- 
leges. did not come into use until after 
1348. Jacob writes about the decay of re- 
ligious faith when the weight of evidence 
suggests a thriving popular piety. And he 
describes Zaitun as a sort of free port; in 
facL the local ruler, Pu Shougeng, kept a 
Firm grip on customs revenues. 


“It is hard enough nowadays to get our 
children and students to do their home- 
work," laments Barrett, “so when even our 
forgers turn out to be unacceptably in- 
dolent, there can be little hope for edu- 
cation". For scholars, the unavailability of 
the original manuscript - still secreted with 
its owner in the Marche region of Italy, 
with not even a single page photograph- 
ically reproduced in the new edition - has 
clearly set alarm-bells ringing. 

Barrett also raises the question of 
wlty Link, Brown has such total confidence 
in Jacob’s authenticity. In fact. Little. 
Brown did remove about 20 per cent of 
Jacob's text. Philippa Harrison, the chief 
executive and publisher of Little, Brown, 
reports that “generalists such as Robyn 
Davidson and Paul Theroux have been 
awed by the book. Sinologists divided and 
dubious, and nobody has published any re- 
actions from Judaic or medieval Italian 
scholars". 

Selboume is reported to be “dis- 
mayed" by the quarrel. A showdown 
must come soon. Will Marco Polo hang 
on to his status as the first recorded Eu- 
ropean China hand? 

— Boyd Tonkin. Literary Editor 
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A widow robbed of her weeds 


Widow- 

usually comes dressed to kill 
Seckerwn, 

has the Royal Opera stripped 
her bare? 


She’s not always been treated with re- 
spect, it s true. Over the years we’ve 
trnded, °,ake her 
ed cheapening her reputation, 
undermining her sophistication, turn- 

™ w g her into rather too much of a cood- 

tnnegni But at least Lehar's “Widow" 
was meny, captivating, exuberant, 
and always -always - looked good for 
her money. 

f 9 ra 5 am .Y^ k ' s Dew production 
for the Royal Opera at the Shaftesbury 
Theatre is none of those things. In his 
. well-intentioned attempts to redis- 
cover her, to “understand” her (heav- 
en forbid), to recapture something of 
her elusive appeal, to return us to that 
state of grace where she’s no longer 
merely the mother of reprises, a good 
tum to be had by aD (that naughty word 

“operetta” is to blame), he’s left her 
flat, bereft In short she ; s been robbed. 

Of her dScor, for starters. 

Vick and his designer* Richard 
Hudson, have reverted (characteris- 
tically) to the “blank canvas” look. 
Well, not entirely blank. A series of 
. canvases, as often as not bearing lit- 
♦ tie more than a single brush stroke - 
the merest suggestion of a drape, a 
staircase, a mounted bussar, a lady's 
hand, a crescent moon - mark out time 
and place. But essentially Hudson's 
m i nimal istically chic setting amounts 
to an empty violet-blue box. 

Empty being the operative word. 

For I can honestly say that I’ve nev- 
er seen a Graham Vide production that 
was physically, dramatically, quite so 
inexplicably impoverished. Presumably 
his intention was to strip away the win- 
dow-dressing and clear the dance 
floor for this night of wine, women and 
liebestiederwaltzer. Yet, by Vick stan- 
dards (and those of his choreograph- 
ic “tsar" Ron Howell), movement 
and blocking are at best rudimentary, 
£ at worst cumbersome - conspicuous- 
ly lacking in either eroticism or wit By 
far the best visual gag of the evening 
is in place before the front doth (a 
rather cheeky allusion to the distinc- 
tive Royal Opera House curtains) has 
even risen - and that’s a row of white- 
gloved hands serving as footlights. 

And so it comes to pass that Hanna 
Glawari (the “Meny Widow” herself) 
makes her much-vaunted arrival (the 
operetta equivalent of Der Rosen- 
km-a tier's “Presentation of the Rose”) 
way downstage through what might 
just as well be the tradesmen’s en- 
trance. Or is this cramping of her style 



Felicity Lottos Hanna may be short on glamour but she can still float a B that goes on for ever Laune Lewis 


a deliberate ploy to remind us of her 
“common” stock. At any rate, it’s a 
messy business, with male admirers 
buzzing around the proverbial honey- 
pot in such a way as to draw attention' 
to the awkwardness of both the space 
and the Mocking. You really don’t ex- 
pect to be taking Vick (or Howell) to 
task on matters of basic stagecraft 
So what of the play? Surely that’s 
the thing. Remember, we’re talking 
here of a producer who made even the 
dialogue in Beethoven’s Fidetio work. 


Welt we’ve a cracking new translation 
from Jeremy Sams - that’s as good a 
headstart as you could hope for these 
days. Anyone who can make a rhyme 
of “ehanteuses” and “floosies” who 
can underline the significance of a key 
prop - namely the “fan fatale ” - so 
deftly, should be a joy to play. Trou- 
ble is that this is an English transla- 
tion in the hands of a United Nations 
cast and it doesn’t matter how often 
you make capital of the language bar- 
rier by gently sending up the assort- 


ment of accents, when the jokes aren’t' 
intelligible and/or fluently played (be- 
lieve me, you could get splinters from 
the delivery of one or two participants 
here), then you have problems. 

“Count Danilo speaks French like 
a pig,” exclaims Claudio Desderi’s 
Baron Zeta in a pigeon-English verg- 
ing on self-parody. It’s funny to begin 
with but, hold on, there's a whole lot 
of dialogue in this show. 

A couple of years back, Tom Stop- 
paid devised a narration for concert 


performances of the Widow in which 
the “minor” character of Njegus, 

derk at the PonLevedrian Embassy, de- 
clared himself the driving force of the 
entire piece. David Ross, who plays 
him here with timing as sure as his 
Yorkshire accent is broad, almost 
succeeds in turning Stoppard’s con- 
tentious joke into a reality. 

Almost, but not quite. Thank heav- 
ens for Thomas Allen. Isn’t he a little, 

well, mature for the d as hi ng Count 
Danilo? That rather depends on bow 
much time has elapsed since he and 
Hanna first met. But he's still the sex- 
iest and most charismatic thing on the 
stage. When he and Felicity Lott’s wid- 
ow are one-to-one (and their dose en- 
counters with the waltz are still the 
highlights of the evening), we can sit 
back and enjoy the endearing specta- 
cle of two old stagers who don’t take 
themselves too seriously but who in- 
stinctively know the meaning of bitter- 
sweetness. regret, second chances . 
They spar charmingly. (“Perhaps you 
ought to charge,” suggests Hanna, with 

reference to his hussar’s attire. “I'd 
make a fortune" be counters.) 

Vocally, Lott still makes a lovely 
sound, even if the joins are now 
rather too audible. She can still place 
the dosing phrases of “Vflja” like she 
never wants to let go of them, and still 
manage a floated B natural that goes 
on for ever. For Allen, too, Danilo sits 
comfortably, suavely, in the best- 
preserved part of his voice. Together 
they shame their young counterparts. 
Juliette Gaislian’s VaJenrienne and 
Luca Canonid’s Camill e de Rosfllon, 
both of whom lack their ease, style, vo- 
cal enticement These tunes need 
singing , really singing . You surrender 
to them or they pass yon by. 

Rather like this production. 

Who’d have thought that Graham 
Vick would find his nemesis in Franz 
Lehar? Still, as Dietfried Bernet fair 
licked into the prelude with the 
promise of a vitality that was never to 
materialise on stage, it was at least re- 
assuring to know that the Royal Opera 
had got the venue right, that Lehir's 
Merry Widow belonged in a theatre such 
as this (remember, the Widow's Lon- 
don coming-out was at the Palladium ). 
Its modest pit-sized land sounded well 
in the Shaftesbury, with first-desk vi- 
olins sweetly redolent of another time, 

. another (dace. A faded glamour. And 
— just when you were thinking that the - 
whole evening was on the floor, nev- 
er to pick itself up, along ram * that 
' most insidiously memorable of waltzes 
to take hold of the senses where 
words and actions had failed. 

To 11 Nov. then 31 Dec and 1-10 Jan 
(with three alternate casts) at the 
Shaftesbury Theatre (comer of Shaftes- 
bury Ave and High Hotbom), London 
WC2. Booking: 0171-304 4000 


A WEEK IN THE ARTS 
DAVID LISTER 

I once asked Baroness Dena O’Cathain, when she was head 
ctf the Barbican Centre, what dse considered her greatest achieve- 
ment in arts administration. “I changed the caterers,’’ she replied. 
At the time I regarded this as outrageous p hilis tinism but, 
increasingly, Tm beginning to think she had her priorities right. 
Last Monday, at the David Helfgott conceit at the Royal Al- 
bert Hall, 1 had a snack in the Hall's restaurant. Two slices of 
bread with a small piece of smoked salmon on each cost well 
over £6, as did a half bottle of house plonk. With neither pub 
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nor wine bar in walking distance of the Hall, the RAH has a 
captive audience. I’ve since asked some of the promoters who 
use the HaD what they think of these prices, and they admit 
they are unaware of them: they only eat and drink at the heav- 
ily subsidised artists’ bar. In fact, few theatre directors, IVe found, 
know the cost of an interval drink or ice cream at their venues. 
Yet poor or expensive service there can colour a whole evening. 
1 would be interested to bear from readers of their experiences 
of catering abuse at theatres and concert halls. The guilty di- 
rectors who advocate arts for the people, then charge the peo- 
ple through the nose for a half-time snack, will be duly shamed. 

The riaim by National Gallery director Nefl MacGregor that 
Renoir’s Les Paraptides may be the first “politically correct” 
painting, after X-ray work showed that the artist altered it over 
the years to indude what can be interpreted as a scene of sex- 
ual harassment, has provoked a number of you to write in af- 
ter I reported MacGregor's theory on the front of The Eye. A 
number of you suggest that the “guilty” man is in fact leering 
not at the uncomfortable-looking woman in front of him but 
at the little girl on the opposite side of the canvas, making this 
the first paedophile painting. But the majority take the cyni- 
cal view that (his is the National Gallery taking liberties with 
Renoir to drum up publicity for MacGregor’s excellent BBC2 
series Making Masterpieces (which continues on Monday at 
730pm). One woman wrote in French, claiming to be the lady 
in the painting and si gning herself “Mimi”, although the Nor- 
wich postmark casts considerable doubt on her authenticity. 
Still, her explanation for the cause of her discomfort - name- 
ly that she alone, of all the people in the picture, isn’t carry- 
ing an umbrella - sounds to me highly plausible, if 
disappointingly unpolitical 

This week's reports of the British Museum’s exciting new de- 
velopment scheme left out one factor the BM is keeping rather 
quiet, perhaps fearful of a staff uprising: it is to ban car park- 
ing from the forecourt This can be chalked up as a victory 
for The Independent's campaign to dear cars from cultural 
spaces, and can be added to Horseguaids Parade and (short- 
ly) the Royal Academy and Courtauld Institute. When I first 
asked the BM about this three years ago, the response was 
that it was impossible for staff to find alternative parting spaces. 
Thankfully, the impossible is achievable, even if it does take 
a few years. 


THEATRE 

Patrick Marber’s 'Closer* has 
transferred to the Lyttelton after 
a sell-out season in the Cottesloe. 
Paul Taylor wonders what all the 
fuss is about 

When Patrick Marber woke up to the 
reviews for his second play. Closer, last 
. May, he must have wondered whether (a) 
he had died and gpne to Heaven or (b) 
he was the victim of some widespread 
hoax. “He has written one of the best 
plays of sexual politics in the language,” 
proclaimed one critic. “It is right up there 
with William s’ Streetcar, Mamet’s 


Oleanna, AJbee’s Virginia Woolf, Pinter’s 
Old Tunes and Hare's Skylight." 

Nothing if not well-intentioned, that’s the 
sort of review that could lead both to howl- 
ing writer's Mock for the lucky recipient and 
to keen disappointment for audieoces 
primed to arrive with unreasonable expec- 
tations. Seeing Closer for the first time now 
in its semi-recast transfer from the Cottes- 
loe to the Lyttelton, 1 sincerely hope I am 
reacting to the play rather than to the hype, 
bat I am afraid it struck me as a piece of 
homan algebra- albeit technically brilliant 
-and as the kind of “seating” male lowdcnvn 
on the awftilness of men that wins rather 
more moral Brownie points for courageous 
self-exposure than h actually deserves. 

An erotic square-dance to the music of 


Cane (three and half years of it), Closer trains 
its narrow, stifling focus on a foursome 
whose occupations offer loo little resistance 
to the play s preoccupations. There’s a waif- 
tike stripper who gets stripped of her life 
by a newspaper obituarist and would-be cre- 
ative writer when he puls her experiences 
in his first book. There's a male derma- 
tologist and a female photographer, me- 
chanically well placed, by their line of woit 
to introduce issues like exposure and the 
link between surface and psychic scars. 

Calculated to within an inch of its man- 
nered, staccato Pinter-isb life, the play does 
not discover its vision of the world and of 
heterosexual relations from these charac- 
ters, it imposes an a priori vision upon them. 
The most celebrated scene in the play is the 


blackly comic, silent one in which Mark 
Strong’s Dan, the obituarist, after being re- 
buffed by the photographer, gas his revenge 
by posing as a sluttish, nympho version of 
her on the internet and engaging in porno- 
graphic cybersex fantasies with the tumes- 
cent dermatologist, Larry (Neil Dudgeon). 

Well, call me priggish, but l could nev- 
er have mistaken the hilarious filth that 
pours from Lhe busy fingers of Dan here 
as the work of a woman (e-mail from 
women putting me right about that will be 
gratefully received). OK, arousal can 
dampen your literary critical faculties; on 
the other hand, I believe (hat Marber’s pri- 
ority here - to show how women are sig- 
nificantly absent in this most skewed but 
most successful exchange of intimacies in 


the play - has perhaps led him to under- 
estimate the Larrys of this world. 

Marber makes dutiful efforts to show that 
the women (played by Sally Dexter and Liza 
Wrlker) are far from beyond reproach, but 
his heart is in exposing the men and tbe sex- 
ual insecurity that leads to their bullying, 
sadomasndtKt need to know the anatomical 
facts (as opposed to the truth) about their 
partners’ infidelities. “If women saw one 
minute of our home movies, the shit that 
slops through our mind every day— they’d 
string us up by our balls,” opines Larry. Fair 
enough, but often tbe mean-spiritedness of 
the male characters is in danger of over- 
flowing into Marber’s treatment of them. 

lb an artificial degree, the play is lack- 
ing in dramatic situations that would re- 


ally put the various definitions of love to 
the test. There’s an implied contrast in the 
piece between Dan and his hopeless nov- 
el (“Why won’t he write something that will 
hurt him ? He won’t go near himself” ) and 
Marber and the painfully self-implicating 
Closer. But I detect a faint odour of sanc- 
timony. After all a man who points out that 
men are shits is not in a mortally high-risk 
position these days. The men are both nicer 
and worth more than they get credit for 
being here. Marber has enormous ability 
and must not allow the adulation he has 
received for this play to deflect him from 
the genuinely dangerous material he is per- 
haps uniquely equipped (o tackle. 

In repertoire at the Lyttelton Theatre, RNT. 
Booking: 0171-9282252 


THE WEEK IN REVIEW david benedict 


THE PLAY 

A Delicate Balance 


THE OPERA 

From the House of the Dead 


THE FILM 

A Life Less Ordinary 


THE WEEK O N R ADIO Robert hanks 

Nation shall speak unto nation, but only if it’s in RP 



Edward Ai bee’s 1966. elegant, elusive 
famil y drama with a wintery, Pinteiy 
flavour of nameless threat is directed by 
Anthony Page. Eileen Atkins and Maggie 
Smith as sisters head a classy cast 
Theatre Royal Haymarket ( 0171-930 8800 ) 


Ttm AJbery directs Janacefs final opera, 
a prison drama conducted by Paul Daniel, 
preceded by Twice Through the Heart, 
Mark- Anthony Torn age’s setting of Jack- 
ie Kay’s poem. In rep at ENO. The Colise- 
um, London WC2 (0171-6328300) 


Director Danny Boyle, producer Andrew 
MacDonald and screenwriter John Hodge 
abandon Trainspotting for romantic come- 
dy complete with angelic intervention. 
Ewan McGregor and Cameron Diaz star. 
Cert 15, 103 mins. On general release. 


♦ 


Paul Thylor loved it “Eileen Atkins is the 
refined fort and Maggie Smith the raffish 
loose cannon in Anthony Phge s wonder- 
ful staging ... one of Albee's main claims 
to classic status." “A tremendous evening, 
and a metaphorical version of all our un- 
spoken arguments,” sang tbe Mail. Pages 
lucid production generally lacks the emo- 
tional intensity of tbe 1996 American pro- 
duction ... one of the most disturbing dark 
comedies of our time.” prodaimed the Stan- 
dard. “Six excellent actors find themselves 
in a pickle,” opined the FT. “A hollowly 
rhetorical second-rate play -. . this promo- 
tion flatters it magnificently,” declared the 
Telegraph. “Albee’s sinewy play, neb in so- 
cial and political meaniqg, survives a pro- . 
duction dearly in thrall to the clamorous 
Dame Maggie,” revealed The Guardian. 


Edward Seckerson was enthralled. “Suf- 
fused by a surreal glow ... This is an ENO 
special in terms of its company spirit, its col- 
lective energy and focus ... unquenchable 
lyricism straining for release." “Janacek’s 
most extraordinary score. Paul Daniel 
conducts it at white-heat and encourages 
both his orchestra and the men of tbe ENO 
chorus to believe in it too,” saluted The 
Guardian. “One of ENO’s best achieve- 
ments ... a triumph for Paul Daniel ... a 
welcome reminder ofTun Alheiy’s excep- 
tional gifts,” gloried the FT. “The best 
evening Fve had at English National Opera 
for years.” cried the Telegraph. “Individual 
star performances ... Whoever had the idea 
of performing Twice Through the Heart as 
a curtain-raiser deserves a medal” cheered 
The Tunes. 


Adam Mara-Jones though! that “McGregor 
is very good but perhaps the screenplay is 
a tittle self-conscious in its own innocence." 
“Plays on the cusp of thriller and fantasy . . . 
Better than either of the trio's previous films, 
if more flawed,” averred the Telegraph. 
“Grown-up, sassy, charming and cheeky," 
grinned The Express. “Brilliant, deranged, 
heart-melting,” screamed Sky Magazine. 
“This sprawling, uneven, impossible-to-dis- 
tike movie,” wobbled The Guardian. “Our 
hearts are not with these characters, which 
makes the film's twists, turns and elongations 
increasingly difficult to take,” sighed The 
Times. “ Nothing is as embarrassing as a cute 
ending to a romantic comedy gone wrong,” 
warned the FT. “Quite a misfire . ..The Coen 
Brothers meet Bank Capra... it's a mismatch 
made zn heaven,” winced Time Out. 


The accents are execrable but 
the play finally finds its balance. 
James Laurenson is superb. 



A low-key. high-definition 
production of a masterpiece. 



Not up there with Bringing Up 
Baby, but nor does it lurk 
with the likes of ftrftnei Sake. 



Microphones are dangerous objects. You 
Lake a risk putting anybody in front of one, 
even a hardened professional - that just 
makes it a more calculated risk. Mouths 
shoot off in all directions, words can take 
on a life of their own - nouns try to be verts, 
names shift themselves uneasily, the word 
you’re looking for goes missing, and another 
one you didn’t mean jumps into its place. 
And -bingo! -before you know it, “the bats- 
man’s Holding, the bowler’s ’Wiley” or some 
such, and you’re heading for immortality 
as a radio blooper. 

So you can sympathise with Lord Keith, 
founder of the BBC who in 1924, so we 
learnt from What You Say Delights Me 
(Radio 4, Saturday), declared that being in 
front a microphone was a privilege to be 
granted only to those who had something 
special to say. Jeanette Thomas’s feature, 
broadcast as part of tbe BBC’s 75 tb an- 
niversary celebrations, took the opposite 
view, however -casting Reith as the villain, 
and the Common Man and Woman as he- 
roes, struggling to make themselves heard. 
Tbe title came from a classic cross-class 
confrontation, recorded in 1952, which was 
used to set the tone for the programme. 
A lady with decidedly received pronunci- 
ation was interviewing an elderly, and 


slightly deaf, man about tbe delights of Tun- 
bridge Wells: “It must be healthy for you 
to be looking so wonderful at this age,” she 
coaxed. “Wefl,” he returned, testily, “why 
shouldn’t I look wonderful?” “That, of 
course, comes from the inner spirit, I 
know,” she said, trying hard to retrieve 
some bonhomie. Here he turned to plead- 
ing: “I don't know what you want me to 
say. If I can say anything to please you I 
wfll but.. The RP lady jumped in: “Oh, 
what you’re saying delights me.” 

There were plenty of other instances of 
this UDeasy condescension scattered 
throughout the programme - of working 
people treated tike zoological specimens 
fcy middle-class broadcasters convinced they 
were addressing other middle-class people 

and Andy Kershaw, the presenter, 
worked himself into a fine old lather 
about ft. I couldn’t quell a sense of un- 
easiness towards the end of the pro- 
gramme, as we reached the phone-in age, 
when the script seemed to suggest that 
screening callers was somehow undemoc- 
ratic - that access ought to be unrestrict- 
ed. Thai way lies Thlk Radio, Nicky 
Campbell on Radio 5 and other, even 
cheaper and nastier, kinds of madness. 

All the same, it was a very fine pro- 


gramme, a reminder that the BBC isn’t a 
dear old auntie: for much of its existence 
it's been a Victorian paterfamilias, and re- 
ally not at all lovable. On tbe other hand, 
bow many other institutions would allow 
themselves to be so thoroughly rubbished 
as part of their birthday celebrations? 

Other sorts of exclusion were examined 
in one of the other amnversaiy items - Under 
die Loofah Tree (R4, Saturday), Giles 
Cooper’s 1958 play about a man spending 
the morning in his bathtub. It’s a sort of 
Secret Life of Walter Mtity, but darker - 
Edward Thwaite’s dreams aren't so much 
a way of escaping his dull responsible adult 
life as a different sort of cage: when he ap- 
pears on a This Is IfrurL^-style programme, 
his mother returns from the dead to com- 
plain about the trouble she had with him 
and moan that she wants to be alive; oth- 
er guests don’t remember him at alL 

The play shows a brilliant understand- 
ing of how radio can work - Cooper used 
the strange intimacy of the medium to create 
a queasily familiar, solipsistic world. But 
solipsism is the condition radio is always 
nudging towards - something to be fought 
against, not exploited and encouraged. 
So, a classic, I grant you; but, tike so many 
classics, to be admired from a distance. 
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The incorporation in to British law af the 
European Convention on Human Rights 
is a progressive step. It is, or ought to be, 
an instalment in a wider programme of 
bringing Britain’s governing institutions 
up to date. If Margaret Thatcher’s decade 
saw much-needed modernisation of the 
British economy - New Labour does not 
dispute that - then the Blair decade (if 
that is what he is going to get) ought to 
be about complementary modernisation 
of our democracy. 

Its bullet points are obvious: electoral 

reform, reformation of Parliament, the 
transfer of decision-making closer to 
people by means of devolution. High on 
that list is arming British judges with a tool 
for better balancing the rights of indi- 
viduals taxed, regulated and policed by 
the state. 

Hie European Convention has long 
been accepted as a reasonable statement 
of those rights. More often cited than 
read, it is wordy, ambiguous and show- 
ing its age. British courts have already 
gone a long way in adopting its spirit Yet 
its incorporation in the law of this land, 
if nothing else, saves li tig ants the delay 
and cost of a journey to Alsace. What the 
Government is offering is economical and 
simplifying. It is also slightly risky, de- 
pending as it does on the cleverness and 


the caution of judges. With it, however, 
Labour redeems a central election 
promise. This is p rogress. 

Yesterday’s White Paper is a neat 
exhibition of what is eme rging as Jack 
Straw’s political character: he is a liberal 
dressed in conservative riothfn g lris jmag - 
matively drafted. Are the Ibries really 
going to oppose a measure which identi- 
fies the in^iet^fyOmsenrative Lord Kil- 
muir as its ultimate author? Constitutional 
radicals may express disappointihnent 
that British judges are not going to be em- 
powered to “strike down” all British law 
found to contravene rights as stated in the 
convention - though they will get power 
to override what is called secondary leg- 
islation, such as benefit rules ami police 
regulations. But the Government is wise 
to steer dear of such a radical transfer of 
political power to the judiriaiy. 

That phrase “strike down*’ is an Amer- 
ican import. In the United States, judges 
have 220 years of history and convention 
to draw on, let alone a stout constitution 
of which they are the acknowledged cus- 
todians. British conditions are incom- 
parable. Judges simply do not possess the 
social political or cultural presence to 
become legislators. Parliament is an im- 
perfect instrument of representative gov- 
ernment, to be sure: for operational 



purposes it too often means the will of a 
party majority expressed in the House of 
Commons. Accountability is not ex- 
hausted by the process of national elec- 
tions to the House of Commons. And yet 
elections, however tainted by our first-past- 
the-post system, coafer a special legitimacy 
which no judge, however wise, however 


bound to the text of a document couched 

in the language of rights, can aspire to. 
The White Paper formula will allow 

. . . r .. I A •Mil* 


law and rights to make a declaration. Min- 
isters wiO be obliged to open a ‘‘fast track'’ 
for remedial legislation- This sounds like 
a wise compromise. Mere is a power to 
mix it in the public sphere which the se- 
nior judiciary will use with the greatest 
of care. But for their part, ministers wifl 
be obliged to look sharpish when their law 
is found wanting. 

The culture of the European Con- 
vention & essentially individualist, sus- 
picious of the powers of the state. In its 
ligh t police officers, taxmen, councils, 
Whitehall departments are all potential 
aggressors. This, of course, chimes with 
the British mood - which makes it all the 
more paradoxical that the United King- 
dom should have been first to ratify the 
convention and just about last to incor- 
porate it into domestic law. Now, indi- 
viduals acquire a powerful weapon for 
struggles with the state to come. 

Yet the fair operations of the state 
depend on a two-way flow of rights and 
responsibilities. Incorporation must not 
become an occasion for whingeing to be 
constitutionally enfranchised. Human 
rights actions should not be part of the 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



Girls in a British Islamic school, learning ‘solid morals with discipline and respect* Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Islamic vs secular 

Sir: Nothing is as likely to ex- 
pose the hypocrisy of liberal sec- 
ularism as the subject of 
Muslim schools, and in her ar- 
ticle “In defence of Islamo- 
phobia” (23 October), Polly 
Toynbee doesn’t let us down. 
Her anger is far from rational. 

She suggests that Britain 
follows the United States: for- 
bid religion in schools and 
communities will not be “mar- 
ginalised”. To disagree is to be 
irrational. And yet. American 
society is fragmented in many 
ways, not least of which are the 
secular/religious and inter-re- 
ligious divides. Such divisions 
need not be damaging. They 
can celebrate the diversity of 
culture within multi-cultural 
societies, lo force all children 
into secular schools against the 
wishes of their parents denies 
rauiti-culturalism and places 
Ms Toynbee alongside the Teb- 
bits of the world. 

Legislation in this and oth- 
er countries allows education- 
al pluralism which caters for all 
it is popular with parents and 
academically successful Deny- 
ing Muslim parents the choice 
enjoyed by others - or any 
parents any choice at all - is un- 
acceptable discrimination pro- 
moting a secularised and 
spiritually diminished society. 

Polly Toynbee's is actually an 
argument against genuine lib- 
eral values. In this democratic 
society, I have to accept that 
Polly Toynbee is proud to be an 
“Islamophobe ... a Cbristo- 
pbobe” and an all-round “reli- 
giophobe”. But do us all a 
favour, Polly, in future “bigot” 
will suffice. 

IBRAHIM HEWITT 
Development Officer 
.Association of Muslim Schools 
of United Kingdom and Eire 
Leicester 

Sir: POUy Toynbee points to 
countries where Islam is the 
main faith Lo justify her intol- 
erance. There are many brutal 
and oppressive secular states in 
the world, but we do not use 
that as an excuse to treat sec- 
ularists in Britain unjustly. 

The victims of Isfamophobia 
are some of the most vulnera- 
ble members of society. Yet as 
the report on Islamophobia 
clearly shows, they are not ad- 
equately protected by current 
legislation. Islamophobia 
means exclusion, discrimina- 
tion, prejudice and violence. 
And Polly Toynbee is content 
to call herself an Islamophobe? 
MUHAMMAD USAMAH 
Education Officer 
The Muslim Educational Trust 
London N4 

Sir: Polly Toynbee States that 
Islam is “a religion that de- 
scribes women as of inferior sta- 
tus”. Islam describes women as 
different: woman is the perfect 
partner and balance for man. 
and vice versa; we are neither 
superior nor inferior, and of 
equal measure to men in the 
sight of God, being the recipi- 
ent of fair and equal measures 
of mercy and also bearing the 
same religious responsibilities. 

As for her feelings against 


Muslim. Schools, what choice 
does a Muslim mother have? Do 
Las an English Muslim, send my 
children lo a secular school 
where they may be bullied, 
where there is no respect for au- 
thority, they may get knifed, they 
will encounter drugs, alcohol and 
p re- marital sex? 

Which Muslim mother 
wouldn't send her child to the 
safe haven of an Islamic 
school? In such schools solid 
morals are taught with disci- 
pline and respect. This may 
sound dull and dictatorial to the 
likes of Polly Toynbee, but we 
prefer it. 

SARAH MOORE 
Leicester 

Sir Rjliy Toynbee is wrong in 
claiming that British Muslims 
are covered by existing race re- 
lations legislation. If she were 
to convert to LsJam (you never 
know), and be banned by An- 
drew Marr from wearing a 
headscarf in Canary Wharf, 
she would have no recourse to 
law. A young Asian woman 
might be successful in arguing 
in court that the headscarf is a 
custom of Pakistan, where her 
parents came from. Rally Toyn- 
bee would have to rely on 
Robert Fisk putting in a good 
word with the boss. 

Professor GORDON 
CONWAY 
Vice-Chancellor 
Un iversity of Sussex 
Brighton 

The writer is chair of the 
Runnymede Commission on 
British Muslims and 
Islamophobia 

Sir: No legislation will do for the 
UK Muslim community what it 
must do for its self- By stead- 
fastly refusing to publicly con- 
demn actions of Muslim states 
Lhat contravene basic British 
values, it has - by default- be- 
come identified with them. 

Had UK Muslims criticised 
extremist behavior such as the 
absurd fitiwa against Salman 
Rushdie their acceptance in to 


the community would not have 
heen in question. 

TONY FREEMAN 
London W1 

Sir. Jack Straw is to be con- 
gratulated on resisting de- 
mands to introduce legislation 
to protect Muslims from reli- 
gious discrimination (report, 23 
October). It is to be hoped that 
he will finally turn down re- 
quests for state support for Is- 
lamic schools too. 

Having seen the way that 
sectarian education has rein- 
forced intercommunal violence 
in Northern Ireland, he should 
be looking at ways to reduce 
support for Christian schools, 
rather than widening the scope 
of subsidised religious denom- 
inational indoctrination. 

The excellent Comment by 
Polly Toynbee raises issues to 
which the government should 
now be giving the most serious 
consideration. 

ERIC THOMPSON 
London NW2 

Sin 1 found myself agreeing 
with Polly Tbynbee, not because 
I am an Islamophobe, but in her 
insistence (bat a law against re- 
ligious discrimination would 
stifle debate about religion and 
free speech. 

But is Ms Toynbee’s argu- 
ment that you can only judge a 
religion by the worst of its fol- 
lowers rational? I cannot speak 
for Islam, but Christianity itself 
has not caused the problems in 
Northern Ireland. How could 
a faith that demands we love 
our enemies and turn the oth- 
er cheek do that? Behaviour 
lhat contradicts these principles 
is sub-Christian, whatever the 
perpetrators of such behav- 
iour call themselves. 


same principle to be true of 
atheists? Is the only true athe- 
ist a bad one? I suppose that 
S talinis t Russia or atheistic Al- 
bania - dull, intolerant, mur- 
derous regimes - are the 
standards by which we must 
view POlly Toynbee’s rational- 
ist vision for Britain. 

The Rev GUY A DAVIES 
Slalbridge. Dorset 

Silence on schools 

Sir. It is good to see an author- 
itative columnist like Donald 
Macintyre taking up a subject - 
the private-state schism in our 
education (22 October) - which 
most politicians and commen- 
tators are too uncomprehend- 
ing, too unimaginative, or too 
embarrassed by the contradic- 
tion between their champi- 
onship of comprehensives and 
their choice of school for their 
own children to write about. 

The education minister 
Stephen Byers recently said 
that the problem of our schools 
was not confined to a few un- 
derperformers: it was the medi- 
ocrity of the entire state system. 
While we have two distinct ed- 
ucational philosophies - one 
grimly egalitarian, the other 
competitive and aspiring - 
mediocre it will remain. 

Critics of my own solution 
say that for the state to pay the 
costs of private schools in return 
for opening them to all the tal- 
ents would be too expensive. I 
have never proposed this. Giv- 
en the likelihood that the chil- 
dren of middle-class parents 
would continue to predominate, 
it would be unrealistic. Once ac- 
cepted, pupils would pay fees 
on a sliding scale, just as their 
parents do for university main- 
tenance. 


Better I said that I would be hap- 
py to hear solutions other than 
my own. The response has been 
an evasive silence. Tossing a few 
apples over the wall in the 
form of scholarships, or allow- 
ing the educational peasantry 
access to the sporting facilities 
of their betters would do much 
for our social consciences, but 
not for our schools. 

GEORGE WALDEN 
London W12 

Price of gay lifestyle 

Sin Thank you. Miles Kington, 
for taking a smaO step towards 
facing the truth about homo- 
sexuality (“A handbagging for 
Oscar Wilde”, 21 October). 
The sordid reality is indeed very 
different from the lofty image 
the gay rights movement has 
been promoting. The risks of a 
homosexual lifestyle have been 
hushed up, and the medical 
facts are truly shocking. 

A 20-year-old homosexual 
man faces a 30 per cent chance 
of being HTV positive or hav- 
ing Aids by the time he is 30, 
and regular receptive homo- 
sexual intercourse carries a 30- 
fold increase in the risk of anal 
cancer [MacphaQ G L. Dept of 
Medicine and Infectious Dis- 
eases. University of Calgary. 
“Alberta Report”, 14 Oct 19%j. 
The mean age at death for ho- 
mosexual males is just 57 years 
- compared with 75 years for 
married men, and a gay man is 
over than 20 times more like- 
ly to commit suicide than oth- 
ers [Cameron P ct al. The 
Longevity of Homosexuals. 
Omega 1994J. 

We don’t hesitate to broad- 
cast the risks of drinking and 
driving. We issue warnings 
about the dangers of not wear- 
ing seatbelts. We owe it to our 
young people to at least tell 
them about the risks of a ho- 
mosexual lifestyle. 

Dr HUGH J THOMSON 
Birmingham Heartlands 
Hospital 

Edgbaston, Birmingham 


TV licence pests 

Sir Ms B S Purcell (letter, 23 
October) protests at the activ- 
ity of the TV Licensing Office. 

We do not have a television. 
We have never had a television. 
We do not intend ever to have 
a television. Yet we still receive 
a letter every year from these 
disbelieving pests stating that 
their records show we do not 
have a TV licence. 

Fed up after years of ex- 
plaining w% we don’t have a TV 
licence, I simply binned the last 
letter. A little while later we re- 
ceived a further letter asking why 
we had not replied to the pre- 
vious one. Next year, I'm going 
to Inn all the letters and wait for 
someone to show up in person. 
GP DECESARE 
Reading, Berkshire 

In the pipeline 

Sin Nicholas Schoon reports 
(“Lead pipe poison threat to 
poor”, 18 October) that Euro- 
pean environment ministers 
“agreed this week to enforce a 
much tougher standard for lead 
in drinking water”. What they 
have done is reached a Common 
Position and this must then 
comeback to the European Par- 
liament for a second reading. 
Only after that is complete will 
the environment ministers be in 
a position to agree anything. 

As Parliament's rapporteur 
and as chairman of the relevant 
committee. 1 am sure that we 
will look at their recommen- 
dations with great interest, but 
the argument is not yet over. 
KEN COLLINS MEP 
(Strathclyde E, Lab) 

East Kilbride 

Freed prisoners 

Sir Dr John Wilkerson's com- 
ments (letter, 22 October) typ- 
ify a misunderstanding about 
custodial sentencing. The re- 
cently released paedophile had 
received a sentence for 
manslaughter of 15 years. The 
length of sentence served was 
less the one-third remission, in 
accordance with the 1967 Crim- 
inal Justice Act The principle of 
remission applies to all custodi- 
al sentences, regardless of what- 
ever repugnance people may feel 
over particular offences. 

The episode however, fur- 
ther emphasises the need for su- 
pervision and treatment of 
convicted paedophiles once 
they are relumed to the com- 
munity. 

IAN M HENDERSON. 

Rochester. Kent 

Moment of creation 

Sir Archbishop Ussher may 
well have provided the mast pre- 
rise date for the beginning of the 
world (“The world is 6,000 to- 
day”, 23 October). You should 
however recognise the contri- 
bution of Dr John Lightfoot, 
Vice-Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge, who demon- 
strated even greater precision. 
In 1642 he stated that the world 
began on 23 October 4004BC 
“al nine o’clock in the morning”, 
BARRY LOVEDAY 
Unrivrsity of Portsmouth 


Does Ms Toynbee hold the In my book We Should Know 
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


A great debate on the news- 
des(t floor on Monday, 
eve ning when we were dis- 
cussing using the hurt rabbit 
picture to accompany our 
story on animal testing- Some 
colleagues found themselves 
physically unable to look at 
the picture and argued vehe- 
mently that it didn't pass the 
“cornflakes test” - meaning 
it was unacceptable over a 
breakfast table. Others, 
though, thought that if we 
were protesting about some- 
thing, we had to show what 
the something was. I was of 
the latter view. Some of you 
were simply offended, but 
most of those who wrote in. 
even when they described the 
picture as horrible, thought we 
were right to use the power of 
shock. But the line between 
coarsening and informing is a 
thin ODe and easily crossed: 
images of human torture and 
death, in particular, have to 
be used sparingly and rarely. 

Andrew Marr in pom movie 
scandal? I have your attention 
at last. Private Eye certainly 
won mine, when a cheerily 
insinuating bloke from that 
organ phoned up to ask about 
my involvement in a sex film 
... The proverbial icy hand 
dutches at the heart. Was it 
one too many lagers that 
night some years ago which 
went all blurry? 

Anyway, it was all because 
Td given an interview to that 
not-very-high-ra tings outfit. 
Live TV. on the ethics of the 
‘sting” against Piers Mer- 
chanL the Tory MP caught with 
an, er, blushing damsel who 
had already betrayed him with 
another paper. My argument 
was that the mixture of 
hypocrisy and deceit involved 
meant (hat his sex life was. in 
this case, relevant to his pub- 
lic position and Merchant had 
tilde case for .successfully o im- 
plaining about intrusion. The 
Independent wouldn't have 
used its resources chasing Mr 
Merchant and poor, "used” 
young Anna Cox as they 
tripped from tryst to tiyjq ; 
but he is in a weak position to 
defend himself against a pub- 
lic interest defence. 


What I hadn't realised was 
that Live TV proposed to 
show the secret video-record- 
ing of the unlikely pair 
enjoying “physical relations" 

- as we say here at The Indy 

- in the fiat of a traitorous 
friend of Merchants, intercut 
with the interview. I watched 
the result with ashen-faced 
fascination. A profoundly un- 
appetising sight it was too, like 
a huge mushroom wobbling 
frantically on ecstacy. (And 
that was only the duveL) Any- 
way, so much for my one and 
oniv “pom film". The sight of 
Mr Merchant hopping 
around his bedroom must 
rank alongside out-of-date 
computer manuals and Noh 
theatre in the instant arousal 
stakes. 

Last week I mentioned the 
London Evening Standard's 
launch of its very own business 
suit and asked what an Inde- 
pendent clothing item along 
the same lines would be. 
Among the responses was a 
photocopy of a moody, 
muscle-bound man wearing 
elegant underpants covered in 
little eagles and advertised as 
the “Indy Undy” - thank you, 
David McNickJe. The noto- 
rious beard-wearer and trade 
unionist Keith Flett wrote in. 
suggesting “the fustian jack- 
ets that were worn by the 
Chartists in the 1840s ... 
1990s-style fustian would, I 
think, be a linen-type suit”. 

But the prize for the most 
bizarre (printable) sugges- 
tion goes to G Langley from 
Bristol, who, after various 
disobliging speculations, sug- 
gests the following: “It should 
not be woolly. The Indie is 
never that, nor should it be 
silky, but fairly abrasive, and 
it should set up a low-lev el 
irritation. Mildly eccentric, 
but not really barking, with a 
touch of the unexpected, and 
qualitatively the best of its 
kind on the raarkeL There is 
no escaping the inevitable 
conclusion - it has to be. it 
must be, genuine Harris 
Tweed Knickers." Place your 
orders now. 


Andrew Marr 


QUOTE 0 N QjJ OT E 

There has always heen sc* in Coronation Sn w El 
used lo walk around in a neglige - spokeswon,; 
programme 

It took thousands of years for humanity to discover 

ismadeupof molecules. Teachers can pass that in 

on toduldren m 10 seconds. Without teacher,^ 

ZSZ52ZSS?’'* 

We should put the spin-doctors in spin clinics wh* 
meet other spin patients and be trestr-ri k ’ h 
The rest of us can get on whh “ 

- Tony Benn, Labour MP P ** d mocra 

FA’tcr Lillcy. There was nothing there t a . , 
has defeated him P ° n ,he ont >’ poh 
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Hold the front page: the end 
,s • • • or so it seemed 
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MARKET FAILURE 
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When I was younger 1 used to think that 
** capitalism was the pits. For a start, there 
were the inequalities. My pocket money, for 
instance, was - at 1 1 - half what my richer 
friend Michael earned for performing 
‘ exactly the same sort of small boy role. Our 
work was the same, our needs were iden- 
tical, but our rewards were hugely differ- 
ent And even between the two of us fat the 
micro level, if you like} this disparity 
caused social tension: so one could only 
imag i n e what happened when you multiplied 
this jealousy and defensiveness by all the 
people in the capitalist world. 

Nor was that the end of it. Capitalism - 
because it was essentially an exploitative and 
plundering kind of a system - also led to 
imperialism, and that entailed grinning colo- 
nial soldiers sporting the severed heads of 
freedom fighters from various parts of Asia 
^ and Africa. 

But almost more offensive than both of 
these characteristics was the fact that cap- 
italism was irrational: that it just didn't make 
sense. For a start, it made things that nobody 
needed, just because the capitalist who made 
these things wanted a profit, and tried to 
convince the masses that they should buy 
his product And, at the same time, this 
capricious system didn’t make what society 
actually did need, leaving many homeless, 
destitute, huDgry and poor. 

Ft was little wonder that such a system 
teetered always on the brink of collapse. 
Being irrational and based on rapacity, its 
stock markets and financial institutions 
were bound to be vulnerable to specula- 
tors and profiteers. In 1929, on Will 
Street, the whole shooting match had 
practically been destroyed, and Hitler 
was the price that capitalism had had to 
pay for its salvation. So - it was clear to 
me - capitalism was silly. 

Now, in those days, there was an alter- 
native, called socialism. Under socialism, 
things were much better organised, since 
production was geared for need, rather than 
(a neat rhyme) for greed. And socialism was 
not just an abstract concept, it actually 
existed in Russia (albeit in a slightly dis- 
reputable and embarrassing form), and - 
more gloriously - in the hero states of Cuba 
and Vietnam. 


Then, of course. I wised up. Socialism 
(as practised almost anywhere) turned out 
not be that good, and capitalism - as reg- 
ulated and mediated within the mixed 
economy - turned out not to be that bad. 
It helped that by now 1 was ear ning more 
than Michael, that the colonial struggle was 
pretty much over, and that the global mar- 
ket system had somehow escaped the 
stock-market crash and resulting slump that 
some of the more consistent revolutionary 
groups continued to predict. 

And then - yesterday morning - 1 dis- 
covered that the capitalist system had just 
collapsed. More or less. Whhummpl Just 
like that. “World market near meltdown" 
said The Guardian on the left; “Shares dive 
in world crash fear", proclaimed The Tele- 
graph on the right. The responsible and 
sober Financial Times spoke of “global 
shockwaves" in its headline. 

The language used was enough to 
make blood turn to ice. Tumbled. Dived. 
Triggering fears. Turmoil. Biggest onc-day 
fall. On the brink. Slump. Wiped off. Slide. 
Banker commits suicide. “Overnight," 
we were told, “the Hang Sen index 
tumbled". Overnight! While we were 
sleeping! While our children were lost in 
innocent slumber, unguarded, the great 
mad markets of the capitalist world de- 
stroyed their parents’ pensions, decimat- 
ed the endowment mortgage, and 
imperilled their granny's savings. 

Think about it (I thought}. What about 
that section of our family’s policies - paid 
for over the years by painful sacrifice - that 
was invested in “Ear East securities". 
Securities? Are you kidding? Down 10 per 
cent in one day, and more to follow. For 
securities read insecurities, for gills read 
guilts. Oy. qy, oy. 

And why is all this happening? Is it 
because half of Hong Kong has suddenly 
fallen into the sea, or demand for its sta- 
ple product has unaccountably dried up, 
leaving it bankrupt? Have astronomers cal- 
culated that a meteorite the size of 
Kowloon is now heading our way with 
“Hong Kong" written on it? Perhaps it is 
linked to the recent revelations that the tiger 
economies of the Pacific Rim are nothing 
like as fabulous as some impressionable 
journalists have suggested (as exemplified 
by the killing smog from Indonesian for- 
est fires choking up the streets of Kuala 
Lumpur, and ensuring that nobody can see 
that Malaysian capitalism has built the 
world’s tallest building). 

But it is none of these things. Thursday 
night’s turmoil was not due to anything tan- 
gible, or even underlying. It wasn’t a judge- 
ment on the lunacy of land management in 
South Asian countries, or a response to the 
US’s failure this week to agree the pollu- 
tion reduction targets necessary for deal- 
ing with global warming. Apparently it was 
all down to something called “asset bubbles” 
(which is not a euphemism for farting in the 
hath. Or is it?) -and to testing Hong Kong’s 
“peg". 

So there we are. It transpires that the 
system is as daft and rotten as I thought it 
was when I was little, and that we are all 
about to go down the tubes. 

Or rather, that was how it seemed when 
I began this article. Then, about an hour ago, 

1 went to buy the London Evening Standard, 
so that J could trace the path of the coming 
‘slump. And there it is. in bold headlines: 
“London Faces Parking Blitz". At the 
bottom, ever so small, like a batsqueak, is 
a weeny headline on a teeny story. It 
reads: “Hong Kong recovery takes heat off 
City." 


Beware the intolerant certainties 
of European liberals 



TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

3SLAMOPHOBIA 
IN BRITAIN 


The problem with European 
liberals (small “1") is their in- 
tolerance. They will oppose, to 
the death, any kind of bigotry 
but their own. Their capacity to 
know what is best for others is 
unlimited, riding roughshod 
over the fart that people may 
not choose the same values as 
most Western Europeans. The 
famous Voltairian assertion of 
the right to free speech appears 
to be limited to precisely that - 
a defence of a man or woman’s 
right to say what he or she likes, 
as long as be or she does noth- 
ing about it: at that point, tol- 
erance runs out. Such is the 
liberals’ certainty that their own 
verson of the world is right that 
they entertain no doubts at all 
about condemning others’ tra- 
ditions, even where adherence 
to those traditions is the free 
choice of nearly a billion people 
worldwide. 

This week the civilised, 
“rationalist" version of liberal- 
ism swung into action against 
Islam. Some people, including 
Polly Toynbee in these pages, 
clothed it in an assault on all 
religious practice, but the issue 
here is the growth of Islam, and 
the critique is moving rapidly 
from being a defence of human 
rights to a disrespect for others’ 
beliefs that verges on the racist. 

The Runnymede Trust’s 
report on Islamophobia this 
week has brought a welter of 
liberal indignation. As chair of 
the trust, I sat on the commis- 
sion which drafted the report, 
along with 17 others, the maj- 
ority of whom were not Mus- 
lims; about half professed no 
particular faith. As it happens, 

I spent much of my childhood 
in Guyana, where a substantial 
Muslim community lived and 
worked side by side with Jews 
and Christians, with no appar- 
ent difficulty; I now find it 
hard to remember which of my 
classmates was a Muslim and 
which a Hindu. 

The crime of the Runny- 
raede report, it seems, is to 
assert two facts and to advance 
two propositions. The first fact 
is that Islam is a last-growing, 
heterogenous faith. People ail 
over the world, including 
women, choose to adhere to this 
faith. In countries like Pak- 
istan, the move from secular, 



Many Muslim women choose to stay within their tradition 


mili tary, domination towards 
democracy produced states 
which were more rather than les 
Islamist. We may take the view 
that some versions of Islamist 
life are illiberal; but when freed 
with the choice between demo- 
cracy and liberalism, FU take 
democracy. Otherwise, we 
might still be debating the mer- 
its of slavery, liberal opponents 
of abolition argued for decades 
that though slaves were human, 
they were really children who 
might make the wrong choices 
for themselves. * 

The case against Islam rests 
heavily on the supposed expe- 
rience of women. I instinctively 
find it hard to understand the 
apparently inferior position of 
women in many Islamist soci- 
eties; however, the reality of life 
for many Muslims does not sup- 
port the proposition that all, or 
even most. Muslim women feel 
oppressed because of their 
faith. Can one ignore the evi- 
dence of many independent, 
clearly self-possessed Muslim 
women who say that within 
their tradition, their status and 
their rights as women are pro- 
tected? They also say they are 
appalled by what they see as the 
disrespect shown to women by 
non-Muslim societies. 

The second fact was to point 
out that British Muslims often 
free discrimination because of 
their faith rather than their 
race. Once again, rather than 
bringing our own views to this 
question, we should listen to the 
experience of British Muslims. 


It is indeed, difficult to separate 
colour prejudice from religious 
bigotry, however, when someone 
refuses you a job on the grounds 
that the firm can’t have people 
going off to pray all the time, this 
is not racial discrimination. 

The Runnymede team 
made two major propositions. 
First, that religious discrimi- 
nation should be outlawed. 
Even if you do not accept 
others' right to profess a faith, 
it is a fret that the law. for the 
moment, allows Britons to do 
so. What, then, should we do 
where it is dear that the reason 
for people receiving inferior 
treatment is their faith? The 
report cites several episodes in 
which this is the case; yet to gam 
redress, the individuals con- 
cerned have to tell the courts 
that they believe that they were 
discriminated against because 
of their colour. Besides the feet 
that we would be asking people 
to lie to courts in order to gain 
justice, where does it leave the 
white convert, wbo cannot 
daim radal prejudice? We have 
laws in Northern Ireland which 
do precisely this job in pro- 
tecting the rights of Catholics. 

The second proposition 
made by the team was that state 
support for denominational 
schools should be made avail- 
able to all denominations who 
can show that they are able to 
provide an acceptable level of 
educational achievement in the 
national curriculum. This is 
presently the case for most of 
Britain's major faiths. There is 


no reasonable justification for 
denying the opportunity to 
those Muslim schools which can 
show competence and which 
already have waiting lists of 
hundreds. Yet the proposal is 
attacked cm the ground that this 
would lead to separatism, and 
that it is almost impossible to 
define a religion. But you only 
need a prior definition if you 
want the state to lay down 
which beliefs are acceptable and 
which are not. 

This is the contradiction at 
the heart of the rationalist lib- 
eral’s critique. If you take the 
view that only certain religions 
should be state-supported, then 
what price religious freedom? 
If you say that no religious in- 
stitutions should have state 
backing, you effectively im- 
pose a new religion: secularism. 
But should the new Britain 
embrace diversity or not? The 
liberals cannot have it both 
ways. If they accept differences 
in our society, the more than 
one million British Muslims 
must be part of that diversity. 
If they don't accept -diversity, 
it is tantamount to saying that 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


the only way of being British is 
to accept the secular, rational, 
traditions of some parts of 
Western Europe; in short to be 
“white" in our values, whatev- 
er our individual backgrounds. 

Two days ago 1 had tea with 
a charming, civilised man, who 
for some 45 years has been a 
stalwart of our cultural life. His 
mission has, in some respects, 
been -to bring the values of high 
art to the nation. In the middle 
of our conversation, he used the 
archaic phrase “the nigger in 
the woodpile". I could have let 
it pass - after alt the man is over 
70: but that’s bow these things 
persist. So I tried to 
remonstrate, gently. For all Lhe 
effect this had, I might have 
been talking Serbo-Croat or 
TwL In his civilised, rational, lib- 
eral world, my feelings must 
seem bizarre and ridiculously 
fusty. Like most people of his 
kind, he will never understand 
why other people don’t share 
his values; but that’s his prob- 
lem. Liberal insensitivity must 
not be a reason for Britain to 
disrespect the feelings of many 
of its citizens. 


Memories are made of this - exploitation, oppression, collaboration 


The leaders of the 
Commonwealth do 
not like to dwell on 
the real story of the 
British Empire, but, 
says Richard Gatt, young 
historians in its member 
countries are busy 
Sing back. 


As the Commonwealth con- 
ference meets in Scotland 
today, I shall once again raise 
a metaphorical wine glass to the 
memory of the late Sean 
MacBride, one-time chief of 
staff of the ERA and the only 
socialist foreign minister that 
Ireland has ever bad. . 

MacBride, in a brief mo- 
ment of glory, had the wit and 
foresight to take Ireland out of 
the Commonwealth, a step 
only otherwise taken by Burma 
(and once briefly by Pakistan). 

U has always seemed 
appropriate that Ireland and 
Burma, the two countries in the 
British Empire treated worse 
than any other, should have 
stood out so steadfastly against 
joining the old members’ dub. 
A handful of other forgotten 
countries once painted red on 
the map - Haiti, Indonesia, 
Iraq, Sudan, Egypt, Jordan, 
and Palestine -have also man- 
aged to remain trussing from the 
Comm onwealth line-up. They 
too suffered more than most 
from the excesses of British rule. 

Many people in Britain, not 
least in the media, used to dis- 
miss the Commonwealth as a 
tedious irrelevance. Yet the 
survival of this curious post- 
imperial relic has not been 
without significance. For many 
years, it bad a pernicious in- 


fluence, in prolonging myths 
about the British Empire that 
gave a false impression of both 
British and imperial history. 
Now there are signs that things 
are chan g in g. 

Faced with a choice be- 
tween recalling the bloody or 
the benign, most people have 
preferred to dwell on the pos- 
itive aspects of empire. The 
British like to think of the 
massacre at Amritsar as the ex- 
ception to the role. Yet fresh 
examinations of the wider his- 
tory of empire - mud) of it now 
going on in Commonwealth 
countries - reveals that the 
massacre was hardly an excep- 
tion. lb a new generation of his- 
torians. the entire imperial 
yaga was a smgnlari y bloody 
affair lb truly make amends, 
the British would have to apol- 
ogise, not just for one or two 
incidents, but for the whole 
centuries-long experience. 

Two lYinfiining and inter- 
woven threads ran be detected 
in the historical tapestry of the 
subject peoples of empire. One 
concerns those who welcomed 
imperial rule, supported it, rel- 
ished it, and collaborated with 
iL Thp other reflects those who 
opposed it, resisted its imposi- 
tion, resented its afien ways, and 
took every opportunity to rebeL 

The Commonwealth was 


the fruit of a tacit agreement 
between ruler and ruled, at the 
time of independence, that 
there would be no investigation 
of the colonial past no Nurem- 
burg trials, no Peace and Jus- 
tice commissions, nothing that 
would reflect adversely on a 
benign view of empire. The first 
generation of post-indepen- 
dence governments were happy 
to go along with this convenient 
forgetfulness. 

It was perhaps a necessary 
myth. Britain’s empire was 
established, and maintained 
for more than two centuries, 
through bloodshed, violence, 
brutality, conquest, and war. 
The empire-builders, the gov- 
ernors and administrators, were 
mostly miliiary men. Large sec- 
tions of the empire, for much 
of the time, were conducted un- 
der martial law. “Special" 
courts and conns martial were 
set up whenever trouble threat- 
ened, to mete out rough and 
speedy injustice. Calmer judi- 
cial procedures, evolved over 
time in Britain, were replaced 
in the empire by rule through 
terror. There were no free 
trade unions, no free press. 

To defend its empire, to con- 
struct its rudimentary transport 
systems, and to man its planta- 
tion economies, the British used 
forced labour on a gigantic 


scale. For the first half century 
of empire after the loss of the 
American colonies in the 18th 
century, labour power was pro- 
vided by black slaves, trans- 
ported from one continent to 
another. Indigenous manpower 
in many imperial states was 
dragooned into the imperial 
armies, or forcibly recruited 
into road gangs -buflding roads 
to assist the speedy repression 
of rebellion. When black slavery 
was abolished in the 1830s, the 
thirst for labour by the landown- 
ers of empire brought a Dew type 
of slavery into existence, drag- 
ging workers from India and 
China all over the world. 

The subject peoples of em- 
pire did not go quietly into the 
long goodnight of. history. 
Underneath the veneer of the 
official record there is a rather 
different story. Year in, year out, 
there was resistance to invasion, 
and rebellion against occupa- 
tion. There were mutinies and 
revolts -by individuals, groups, 
armies, and entire peoples. At 
one time or another, the British 
conquest of distant lands was 
hindered, baited, and even 
derailed by the vehemence of 
the local opposition. 

None of this has been, dur- 
ing the 50-year post-colonial 
period since 1947, the generally 
accepted view of empire. As dis- 


tance lends enchantment to 
the view, there has been a 
tendency, particularly in Britain 
but also in some of the gov- 
ernments of the Common- 
wealth, to view the imperial 
experience through the rose- 
tinted spectacles of heritage cul- 
ture. Yet this benign, biscuit-tm. 
view of the past is no longer the 
understanding of their history 
that younger people in the 
Commonwealth would now 
recognise. A myriad revisionist 
historians have been at wo rk in 
each individual territory, pro- 
ducing fresh evidence about the 
horrors of the colonial experi- 
ence. They have been recover- 
ing tales of rebellion and 
repression that make nonsense 
of the accepted imperial version 
of what happened. 

The work of these historians 
has been slowly percolating 
through to governments. Nige- 
rians are asking: what right 
does Britain have to talk about 
human rights? Mauritius is 
enquiring about the forcible 
removal of the inhabitants of 
Diego Garcia - in living mem- 
ory. Zimbabwe is asking for 
compensation for the land 
seized in the 1890s. The British 
may yet regret that they once 
found the Commonwealth bor- 
ing. It shows every sign of 
wanting to bite back. 
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Marian Pepler 


Marian Pepler, rug designer, 
interior designer and 
architect bom Sanderscead, 
Surrey 24 August f904; 
married first Eden Minns 
(marriage dissolved), second 
1933 Richard Drew ("Dick'’) 
Russell (died 1981; two sons, 
one daughter); died 
Eynsham, Oxfordshire 13 
October 1997. 


Marian Peplers understated 
work as a rug designer in the 
1930s is in sharp contrast to that 
of her more flamboyant con- 
temporaries. This was as she 
wanted, Her rugs were not 
meant to draw attention to 
themselves as separate works of 
an. norm dominate a room, but 
rather to complete the harmo- 
ny of their setting. They are dis- 
tinguished precisely because 
they are self-effacing and quiet 
"it is perhaps the sale plea- 
sure of an obituary writer to be 
able to override the habitual re- 
serve of one’s subject. Even at 
the time of the Gcffiye Muse- 
um's 1983 joint exhibition of Pe- 
pler 's work with lhat of her 
husband, the furniture design- 
er R. D. Russell, she was adam- 
ant that hers was insignificant 
compared to his. While, in 
quantity it may be slighter, be- 
cause she was bringing up chil- 
dren and running a home, in 
quality it matches it utterly. 

Marian Pepler came from a 
liberal professional background 
which gave her a feel for land- 
scape and setting. Her father, 
Sir George Pepler. was an ar- 
chitect concerned with housing 
reform, later a noted town 
planner; her uncle Douglas 
(Hilary) Pepler was the founder 
of the Dhchling Press. She en- 
tered the Architectural Asso- 
ciation Schools, only open to 
women since 1917, in 1924, and 
qualified as an architect in 
1929. Here she was, like her fel- 
low student Dick RusselL par- 
ticularly inspired by the Danish 
visiting tutor Steen Eiler Ras- 
mussen, who encouraged the 


students not to forget their 
country’s own traditions in 
their enthusiasm for Inter- 
national Modern, but to give 
their work humanity and 
warmth by combining industrial 
techniques with vernacular. 

Dick Russell, who had even 
before coming up to the AA 
formed with his brother Gor- 
don the Broadway furniture- 
making firm that would become 
Gordon Russell Ltd. and who 
intended on his return to merge 
contemporary modern design 
with the Ann's traditional ways, 
seemed to exemplify the Ras- 
mussen ideal. Pepler and he 
were married in 1933. 

Rasmussen's influence also 
shows in Pepler's only archi- 
tectural design, a collaboration 
with RusselL Lobden, of 1932. 
This house in the Malvems 
combined a flat roof and Crit- 
tall metal-framed windows with 
a brick construction because, 
said Pepler, “a local builder 
would not have been used to us- 
ing concrete”. 

Meanwhile, Gordon Russell 
Lid was receiving a growing 
number of commissions for 
the furnishing of entire homes 
and offices, and Dick RusselL 
as head of the Drawing Office, 
saw clearly the need for rugs 
which would reflect the com- 
bination of rich materials and 
austere design that was their 
new style. Pepler took a short 
hand-weaving course at the 
London School of Weaving, so 
she could design in a way that 
would be clear to the maker, 
and then from 1930 began to 
sell to Gordon Russell Ltd. 

Her rugs became a vital 
part of the firm's reputation 
for intelligent design. Arising 
purely from the nature of weav- 
ing itself, they were simple, 
arithmetical and linear. The hu- 
manity came from the hand- 
knotting, the texture, and 
particularly the colour, with 
which she took the greatest 
care, describing it as more than 
half the design. 

She look care too that her 


rugs be affordable; in general 
.they retailed for under £10. 
Wilton Royal, who made Pe- 
pler’s hand-knotted nigs, kept 
costs down by restricting the 
size to a 3ft 6in Tug off a 4ft 6in 
loom. Pepler typically relished 
such restrictions, commenting 
that 3ft 6in was just the’size of 
most people’s fireplaces. Her 
flat-woven rugs were marfe by 
the Carlisle firm of Alexander 
Morton, while for larger rugs 
and carpels she went to 
Tomkinsons of Kidderminster, 

whose Smyrna loom mechani- 
cally simulated the process of 
hand-knotting. 

After their marriage, Russell 
was made the firm's London di- 
rector, and Pepler, now on the 
salaried staff, took charge of the 
displays both in the Wigmore 
Street showroom and in 
Broadway, transforming them 
into room settings. Shortly af- 
terwards she became the firm's 
fabric buyer and then buyer of 
all factored goods, bringing in 
the work of the best contem- 
porary designers, while con- 
tinually trying to keep prices 
low. She was succeeded in 1935 
by a man who had introduced 
himself to Gordon Russell 
with a letter expressing admi- 
ration for one of her carpets - 
Nikolaus Pevsner. 

At the beginning of 1936 
Gordon Russell gave Pepler a 
consultancy supervising the 
firm's decorative schemes. She 
continued to make designs; 
there were over 70 in eight 
years. Her last main commis- 
sion of the Thirties was five nigs 
for Maxwell Fly’s Miramonte. 
an International Modem bouse 
in Kingston upon Thames. 

After the Second World 
War, now the senior person in 
her field, she became an active 
Fellow of Lhe Society for In- 
dustrial Artists. She made few 
ventures into mg design, but de- 
voted herself almost exclusive- 
ly to carpets, subtly using 
all-over repeats to tie together 
the decorative elements of a 
room. Most of this work was un- 



Pepler and Russell in the 1940s; and, below. Beach, 1933/4, a rug designed by Pepler and 
made by Alexander Morton in black, white and smoke grey on a golden sand ground 


dertaken for her husband's 
practice, R.D. Russell and 
Partners, to which she was 
also colour consultant. Impor- 
tant projects included the 
Grosvenor House Hotel, Park 
Lane, in London, 1954-61, the 
Oriana passenger ship, 1954-59. 
study bedrooms for Essex Uni- 
versity, 1965, and hotel bed- 
rooms for the Lygon Arms, 
Broadway, 1960-68. 

Dick Russell died in 1981, 
and Marian Pepler spent the 
last years of a long and happy 
life sharing a house with her son 
Daniel and his family near Ox- 
ford. designing cushions now, 
painting, and creating a de- 
lightful small garden. Her taste 
and distinction shone out in 
all she did. Ffar Pevsner her 
work had “a sensitivity and a 
quiet perfection not surpassed 
anywhere in Europe". 

- Kedrun Laurie 



Millard Lampell 


Millard Lampell, screenwriter, 
lyricist, singer, novelist and 
playwright: bom 10 January 
1919; died Ashbum, Virginia 3 
October 1997. 


In 1966 Millard Lampell 
reached the climax of his writ- 
ing career when he received 
an Emmy award for the televi- 
sion play Eagle in a Cage. As 
his play dealt with Napoleon's 
exile on St Helena, he es- 
chewed the usual flowery 
"thank you" speech, and mere- 
ly said; “Everybody ought to 
know that I was blacklisted for 
10 years." 

In 1948. when Henry Wal- 
lace was nominated as Presi- 
dential candidate for the 
Progressive Party, Lampell and 
his friend Allan E. Sloane had 
collaborated on Wallace's ac- 
ceptance speech. Six years lat- 


er, Sloane named his friend to 
the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities as a Com- 
munist. (The blacklisted writer 
Hy Kraft once observed that 
naming a friend was acceptable, 
but naming an enemy was 
considered bad taste.) 

“There was no way of get- 
ting proof that I was actually on 
a list," wrote Lampell in 1966. 
**My income simply dropped 
from a comfortable five figures 
to $2,000 a year." One day he 
bumped into a television pro- 
ducer who was sufficiently 
drunk to tell him, “Pal, you're 
dead. I submitted your name for 
a show, and they told me I 
couldn't touch you wiLh a 
bargepole . . . Don't quote me. 
paL because I’ll deny l said it." 

Lampell spent the 1950s 
working on the “black market”, 
writing scripts under pseudo- 
nyms at reduced fees to sub- 


sidise his novels and plays. 
One of his plays. The Wall, 
based on John Hersey’s novel 
about the destruction of the 
Warsaw ghetto, was produced 
on Broadway starring George 
C Scott in I960. Thai same year 
Kirk Douglas and Otto Pre- 
minger challenged the witch- 
hunters by openly crediting 
the blacklisted Dalton Trumbo 
with the screenplays of their 
respective films Spartacus and 
Exodus. Within months. Para- 
mount followed suit and cred- 
ited Lampell and his fellow 
blacklistce Ben Banana n with 
their screenplay of Chance 
Meeting (released in Britain as 
Blind Date), an English-made 
film directed by another “Un- 
American". Joseph Losey. 

While studying at the Uni- 
versity of West Virginia, the 
young Lampell became inter- 
ested in folk music. In 1940 he. 


Lee Hays and Pete Seeger 
formed the folk group the Al- 
manac Singers. In 1941, Woody 
Guthrie joined them, but the 
group disbanded in 1942 when 
Seeger and Guthrie entered the 
armed forces. 

By this time Lampell was 
writing such radio series as the 
patriotic Green Valley. USA. 
For the writer-director Norman 
Corwin's On a Note of Tri- 
umph, a one-honr broadcast 
celebrating V-E Day, he wrote 
the song “Round and Round 
Hitler's Grave" in collaboration 
with Corwin, Guthrie and 
Seeger. With the composer 
Earl Robinson, he wrote the 
songs for Corwin's Lonesome 
Train, an award-winning radio 
cantata about the death of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

“Let them sing of the men 
of a fighting platoon. / Lei 
them sing of the job they have 


done; / How they came across 
the sea / To sunny Italy, / And 
took a little walk in the sun." 
With Robinson, Lampell wrote 
the ballads heard on the sound- 
track of Lewis Milestone’s im- 
pressively unsentimental war 
film A Walk in the Sun ( 1946), 
the simple stray of an Ameri- 
can platoon's capture of a small 
farmhouse held by Germans. 
With Sidney Buchman he wrote 
the screenplay (based on Lam- 
pell’s own novel) for Satur- 
day’s Hero an unusually 

outspoken film about the abus- 
es of big-time college athletics. 

Lam pell's film credits also 
include Escape from East Berlin 
(1962), based on the true sto- 
ry of 25 East Berliners who tun- 
nelled' under the wall, the 
English-made Jennifer Jones 
vehicle 77ie Idol (1966) and Tri- 
umph of the Spirit (1959), the 
true story of a boxer, a prison- 


er in Auschwitz, who is forced 
to stage bouts in the camp. For 
television. Lampell wrote the 
Writers Guild Award-winning 
The Orphan Train, a three- 
hour drama about the first 
train to transport street orphans 
from New York to the Midwest 
in the I S50s. He also scripted 
such series as Rich Man, Boor 
Man and The. Adams Chronicles. 

According to .4 Journal of the 
Plague Years. Stefan Kanfer's 
invaluable 1973 book about 
Lhe Blacklist era, Lampell was 
writing a screenplay under a 
pseudonym when the films 
producers needed script 
changes and demanded the 
presence of their non-existent 
writer. Kanfer writes; “They 
were informed that he was va- 
cationing in France. They set- 
tled. instead, for a cheap, fust 
bluckJistee: Millard Lamped." 

- Dick Vosburgh 


Donald Horobin 


onald Horobin, journal*** 

wn Wblverhampton 7 W 

121; News Editor, TTN 
L Assistant Erfitor 1972-77, 
1077.84: 


Every organisation has its ar- 
chetypal figures, UN had Don- 
ald Horobin. For two and a hall 
decades, through the birth ot 
News at Ten in 1967, Horob* n 
was in overall charge of n ns 
news desk. No single person can 
.-laim credit for the success of 
an enterprise as labour inten- 
sive as a news programme; but 
as much as any other factor, it 
was the presence of Horobin, 
the classical hard-news man par 
excellence, that made the nation 
come to rely on News at Ten as 
its biggest single prime source 
of information. 

Horobin was bom in 1921. 
the son of an iron-founder who 
went bust in the Depression. He 
was educated at Si Chad s Col- 
lege, Wolverhampton, and 
served in the Second World Whr 
on minesweepers. He had set- 
tled down to a career on the 
Birmingham Gazette and Des- 
patch when, in I960, Sir Geof- 
frey Cox, TIN'S Editor, invited 
him for an interview. Horobin 
had no television experience. 
But sensing the steely qualities 
to which be had been alerted. 
Cox hired him on the spot. 

Those who worked with 
Horobin regarded him with a 
mixture of awe and affection. 
Alerted to a news story he 
brought to mind a terrier ad- 
vised of lhe presence of a rat; 
the giml et eyes narrowed, the 
jaw clamped and the nose quiv- 
ered as though tuning in to un- 
seen newsgathering forces. His 
grasp of logistics was uncanny. 

In 1 9S0 during the .storming 
of the Iranian embassy in Lon- 
don by SAS commandoes, to 
end a six-day occupation by ter- 
rorists, it was Horobin who 
oversaw ITN’s camera placing, 
which produced a famous long, 
prize-winning newsflash. Af- 
ter the blow-out of an oil-rig in 
the North Sea it was Horobin 
who masterminded the airlift- 
ing of film by helicopter from 
a rocking boat to gel it back to 
London ahead of (he BBC 

It was Horobin’s urgent iron 
whisper that would come down 
the telephone in the middle of 
the night anywhere in the world 
into the ear of reporters or cam- 
eramen, already stretched to 
what they had imagined was 
their limit, to propose what 



Horobin: gimlet eyes 
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notion was to generate cheer- 
ful stories to offset the gfoom 
of the rest of the news. Tbc ac- 
cent was to be on achievement. 

Accordingly explorers of 
every kind were issued with 
clockwork cameras carrying 
90 -second reels of silent film 

and given rudimentary lessons 

in how to operate them. ITN 
cameras were despatched up 
Everest and Annapurna, on a 
trek across the Arctic, in aw- 
ing boats across the Atlantic. 
The results included pictures of 
the wilder parts of the globe not 
seen before on television, the 
crackle of voices on radio tele- 
phone somewhere in the South 
Pacific, weather-beaten faces 
framed in sou’westers staring-ht 
a camera lashed to the mast of 
a yacht rounding the Horn. 

The Annapurna expedition 
in 1970 was led by Chris Bon- 
ington and an ITN crew. View- 
ers followed the climb on News 
at Ten. including footage of a tri- 
umphant Don Whilians reach- 
ing the summit. What they did 
not see was the work behind the 
scenes to organise 30 porters 

taking 45 cases of equipment to 

base camp at 14.000 feet, and 
the relay of six runners earn - 
ing out ihe total of 65,000 feel 
of film. That was down to 
Horobin-and his team. 

Less triumphant, though no 
less memorable, was HoralCfs 
Loch Ness project. In summer 
1971, Horobin decided that it 
was time to settle once and lor 
all the mystety of the Loch Ness 
monster. He hurled himself - 
and ITN’s resources - into the 
task. His /and forces were a 10- 
man team led by himself, with 
a battery of lightweight cameras. 
His water-borne equipment con- 
sisted of a torpedo-recovering 
submarine with grab gear and 
headlights, and a chartered tug 
equipped with sonar sensing 
device. For 10 days they swept 
the loch with sonar and plunge! 
into the inky waters. AVitjfs 
Tens pictures were syndicated 
all over the world ( they still sell 
to this day) and Loch Ness 
fever spread as far afield as 
Japan. An American enthusiast 
shipped in a yellow submarine 
and nearly drowned in iL 
By the end of the expedition 
only parts of a Spitfire engine 
and what appeared to be some 
ancient muskets had been lo- 
cated. Unrepentant. Horobin 
brought the venture to a close 
with a press announcement 
lhat News at Ten had now gfr. 
clusively established as a ® 
lorieal fact that the Loch Ness 
monster did not exist. 
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DEATHS 

LIM: Cheng Kim. On 22 October 
1997, at Edenhall Marie Curie Cen- 
tre. dearly loved wife and mother of 
William TumtxiH and their sons Alex 
and Jonathan. 

MOTESICZKYt Marie -Louise de 
Moicsiczfcy (24 October 1906- 
10 June 1996 1 . There will be a cere- 
mony to deposit the funerary urn of 
Miss Mane- Louise vun Motesiczlcy 
in the Motcskzky family tomb at die 
DoebUnper Friedhof." Hartacfcer- 
strasse 65. at 1030am on Tuesday 28 
October 1997 . Marie- Louise will be 
laid to rest beside her mother and fa- 
ther, and her brother Kail. On behalf 
of the fumih a memorial speech will 
be delivered bv Mr Richard Karpins, 
of Houston. Texas, and then: will be 
an address bv Dr Cerbert FrodL, Di- 
rector of the Austrian Gallery. 
Belvedere. Maric-Louisc is remem- 
bered with joy in the memmy of aD 
who knew her. She survives in her art, 

STEPHEN: Susannah Alice (Zan- 
nah). Missing, believed drowned in 
the Galapagos Islands on Sunday 12 
October 1997. Dearly loved daiigh- 
rer of Sandy and Sue. sister of Gra- 
ham and the late Sacha, sister-m-law 
ofTrix and aunt of Jessica. Fiona and 
Melanie. A Thankserving Service 
for her fife will be held in the Balfron 
Parish Church at HJftun on Satur- 
day 29 November. 
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Birthdays 

TODAY: Ex-King Michael of Ro- 
mania. 76; Sir Robert Andrew, for- 
mer senior civil servant. 69; Mr 
Henry Commagcr, historian, 95 ; 
Miss Juliet Fisher, dancer and 
teacher of contemporary dance, 56; 
Mr Martin GQben. historian. 61; Mr 
Steve Hodge, footballer, 35: Mr 
Michael Lawrence, former chief ex- 
ecutive. London Slock Exchange, 
54; Mr Michael Lynagh, rugby play- 
er, 34; Sir David Mansel Lewis. Lord- 
Lieutenant of Dyfed, 70: Sir John 
Mayhcw-Sandere, business consul- 
tant 6b; Mr Joe Mercer, former jeek- 
ey, 63; Miss Helen Reddy, singer, 55: 
Sir George Russell. Chairman, In- 
dependent Television Commission, 
6i Mr Alan Smith, former chief ex- 
eat rive, Test and County Cricket 
Board, 61; Mr Keith Taylor, chairman 
and chief executive, E«o UK, 59; 
Miss Galina Vishnevskaya, soprano. 
71: Dame Gillian Wagner, former 
chairman of organisations for 
children's care, 70; Professor Don- 
ald Wiseman, Assyrialogist, 79. 
TOMORROW: The Viscount of 
Arbuihnotr. Lord-Lieutenant of 
Grampian Region (Kincardineshire), 
73; Mr John Arden, playwright 67; 
Mr Kevin Barron MP. 51; Mr Ian 
Chapman, publisher. 72; Sir Percy 
Cradock, former Prime Minister's ad- 
viser on Foreign Affairs, 74; Mr Paul 
Daneman, actor. 72; Mr Bob Ed- 
wards, former deputy chairman. 
Mirror Group, 72; Mr Edward Gar- 
nier MR 45; Professor Robert Hindc. 
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former Master of Si John's College, 
Cambridge, 74; Mr Bob Hoskins, ac- 
tor. 55; Sir Gifford Inniss. former 
Judge of Appeal, Belize, 87; Mr Pe- 
ter Juslin, Chief Constable, War- 
wickshire. 64: Professor Arthur 
Lucas. Principal. King's College 
London. 56; Sir Donald MacDougalL 
economist. S5: Lord Molluy. former 
MP, 79; Mr Gyorgy Pauk, concert vi- 
olinist. 61; Lord Scanlon, former 
trade union leader, 84: Miss Jaclyn 
Smith, actress, 49; Mr Shaun Wood- 
ward MP. 39; Sir Michael Wright, 
.High Court judge, 65: Lord Wylie 
QC, a former Senator of the Scot- 
tish College of Justice, 74. 


Anniversaries 
TODAY: Births: Thomas Babingtcm 
Macaulay, Baron Macaulay, histori- 
an and essayist, 1800. Deaths: Geof- 
frey Chaucer, poet. 1400. On this 
day; the Charge of Lhe Light Brigade 
took place. 1854. Today is the Feast 
Day of Saints Chrysanthus and 
Daria, Saints Crispin and Crispinian, 
The Forty Martyrs of England and 

Wales, Saints Fronro and George, Si 
Gaudcntius ut Brescia and St Rich- 
ard Gwyn. TOMORROW: Births: 
Giuseppe Domenico Scarlatti, com- 
poser and harpsichordist. 1685. 
Deaths: Alfred ihe Great, King of 
England, S99. On this days the 
Gunfight at the OK Corral took 
place, ISSl. Tomorrow is the Feast 
Day of St Bean. Si Cedd. St Eflta, 
Saints Lucian and Marcian and St 
Rusricus of Narbonne. 


aw AUrtuid Oacte hnflea tvomL Aldcbugfa- 
Suffolk. 
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FAITH &. REASON 

Something odd lurking amid the frescoes 


True conviction seems as 
unfashionable as martyrdom in 
church circles today. But is the 
compassion and tolerance 
which has replaced them an 
adequate compensation? asks 
Margaret Atkins. 

Late in the I6lh century a series of fres- 
coes was painted in the chapel of lhe 
English College in Rome. It represented 
the history of English Christianity as a 
history of England’s martyrs; and it con- 
cluded with Ralph Sherwin. a member 
of the college, who had recently been 
executed in London. The college stu- 
dents, who were training to return to 
the Catholic Mission in England, med- 
itated daily on their predecessors' 
deaths, to fortify themselves when 
their own time came. 

I first saw the frescoes in tbc com- 
pany of a senior Anglican churchman, 
who typified the cultured gentleness of 
his breed. Our conversation flowed with 
the easy familiarity of ecumenism. Yet 
(he pictures silenced uk and placed a 
bleak question-mark between us. How 
could our respective ancestors have in- 
flicted, and suffered, this? More dis- 
turbingly stiff: were the willingness ro 


kill, and to die, two sides of a single 
coin? Sherwin's generation seemed 
pitiless indeed: but does our own lack 
all heroic conviction? 

Today is the Catholic fejist day of 
“the 40 martyrs of England and Wiles" 
among whom Ralph Sherwin numbers. 
It is a group which is striking in its sheer 
variety. John Houghton had been liv- 
ing in austere contemplation before the 
events of the world shattered his 
Carthusian silence. Philip Howard, the 
youthful Earl of Arundel, was rich, in- 
telligent and a favourite of the Queen 
who had in his grasp a brilliant career. . 
Anne Line had been left destitute by 
widowhoud, a kindly and discreet 
woman, who suffered poor health os she 
kept house for persecuted priests. Mar- 
garet Clithcrow, a butcher's wife, de- 
fied fines and imprisonment to harbour 
priests and organise schooling for the 
Catholics of York, while her Protestant 
husband, though tolerant, gazed with 
incomprehension al her zeal for mar- 
tyrdom. Others were scholare. The 
martyrs were united only in their un- 
flinching refusal to betray their beliefs. 

Contemporary Protestants were also 
committed passionately to truth. Take 
Balthasar Hubmaier. a Swiss Anabap- 
tist. who spent (he last weeks of a che- 
quered career in an Austrian gaol. 


Hubmaier summoned an old schonl- 
friend, now a Catholic bishop, and they 
discussed theology together lung into 
the nights. On several points Hubmaier 
came to accept the Catholic argu- 
ments; but he stood firm on baptism and 
the cucharisl. and was burnt. 

Can we, here and now. imagine de- 
bating ultimate truths with such un- 
compromising seriousness? Perhaps 
we lack not so much our predecessors’ 
courage as their dogged intellectual 
honesty. These men and women miaht 
be persuaded by careful arguments, 
but. they would not he bullied into 
believing what was convenient. 

Their refusal to compromise friehl - 
ens us, as it frightened Margaret 
Clithcrow's husband. For our own 
characteristic virtue Is tolerance, and 
Christians loo now place compassion 
ahead of conviction. We remember the 
gentleness of Jesus, his summons u. low 
our enemies, his refusal to meet violence 
with violence. We remember the virtue*, 
that the persecutors forgoL 

But do we neglect the virtues that 
lhe martyrs remembered? For Christ 
died ooi because he was compassionate 
but because he witnessed unflinching- 
ly to the truth of God. He commissioned 
his followers also to bear witness “to 
make disciples of ail nations ". Once tol- 
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Eager Footsie demonstrates the classic dead cat bounce 


market report 



DEREK PAIN 
STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


In early trading it looked as if 
the Hong Kong typhoon had 
completely blown itself out. An 
overnight rally in the former 
colony had -Footsie prancing 
111 points higher with Thurs- 
day’s tension forgotten. 

But the revival was greatly 
exaggerated, a classic dead 
cal bounce. By the dose the in- 
dex was nursing a 213 fall at 
4,970.2. 

• Once again conditions 
were volatile with order-driven 
trading prompting some quick 
and exceedingly sharp price 
movements. Yet volume was 
thin with many investors, big 
and smalt, prepared to sit on 
the sidelines. 

There were hopes New 
York would turn in a rip-roar- 
ing display. It had provided 
something of a steadying in- 
fluence on Thursday and giv- 
en the impression it was 
already dismissing the rele- 


vance of the Hong Kong up- 
heaval. 

Footsie has fallen 200 
points this week with the Gov- 
ernment's discomfort over 
ERM as well as Hong Kong 
doing the damage. Hardly, 
then, an auspicious introduc- 
tion for the new order which 
seems to have avoided any 
technical problems but has 
yet to win the devotion of 
many traders. 

Not surprisingly some of 
the major casualties of the Far 
Eastern bloodbath attempted 
recoveries. The savagely 
mauled HSBC at one time ral : 
lied 120p to l,730p with 
Lehman Brothers cutting its 
target price to 2,00Gp, de- 
scribing the shares as a long- 
term buy. They closed just 2p 
higher at J,612p. 

Cable & Wireless went 
from a 17pganHo a Ip fall and 
the Standard Chartered bank- 


ing group ended 19.5p off at 

670p. 

The scars of the week’s falls 
were evident among the for- 
mer buOding societies with 
Halifax up Ip at 685p, com- 
pared with a 778p closing 
peak, and Woolwich at 297p 
(4pJ against a high of 334p. 

Stories of bid action at 
Hanson, the remnant of the 
old and feared Hanson con- 
glomerate. resurfaced with 
Minorco and an as-yct- 
unidenufied US group touted 
as the likely predator. The 
shares of what is now a build- 
ing materials group rose lOp 
to 322p in brisk turnover. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries managed a lOp gain to 
941p following third-quarter 
figures; SBC Wirburg believes 
the shares w QJ hit 1,100 p in the 
next year. DVD, the engineer 
once part of IC1, was little 
changed at 419p. Panmure 


Gordon likes the shares, draw- 
ing attention to a drink dis- 
penser plant in China as pan 
of its tie-up with Coca-Cola. A 
price of 525p is suggested. 

A NatWest Securities 
downgrade trimmed Rio 
Tin to, the resources group, 2p 
to S56p. The investment house 
lowered next year’s estimates 
from £970m to £920m and 
1999 from £1.08bn to £1.04bn. 

Share Spotlight 

share pnee, pence 

460 
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This year’s estimate remains at 
£835m. 

De La Rue. the security 
printer which recently took an- 
alysts to see its French oper- 
ations, put on 20p to 436p with 
rumours of Cazenove sup- 
port. The shares were 662-5p 
early this year. 

Leicester City was the lat- 
est football dub to score an 
own goal on its debuL The 
shares closed at 93 -5p against 
an effective new issue price of 
1 lOp in the reverse takeover 
deal with the Soccer Invest- 
ments shell. 

Utilitec gained 8p to 44 Jp 
on talk of an upbeat trading 
statement next week. The 
company, formerly called 
Crudes Bay, has had a torrid 
time; in August it produced 
heavier-thaa-expected losses. 
At one time an obscure in- 
vestment trust it embarked on 
a company buying spree. Its 


shares touched lOQp in Feb- 
ruary. 

BTG, with an array of de- 
velopments, hardened 9p to 
696.5p on suggestions a bull- 
ish circular is being prepared. 

United Energy, where 
tbere is once again talk of bid 
action, firmed to 17p. It basin- 
creased its stake in Agrigen to 
70 per cent and has an option 
on the nest of the capital. 
Agrigen is developing a pow- 
er station, fired by poultry lit- 
ter. Based at Nunn Mills, 
Northampton, it has a Gov- 
ernment-backed contract to 
supply electricity. 

American Itort Services held 
at 200.5p. Stockbroker Greig 
Middleton is looking for prof- 
its to advance £ 2. 8m to £93m 
this year with £11. 4m pencilled 
ia for next The shares are at a 
peak with the arrival of Jacobs, 
the aggressive transport group, 
with 5.5 per cent. 


TAKING STOCK 

Emerald Energy is thought to 
be on the verge of extending 
Its South American opera- 
tions. The company, already 
involved in promising oil ex- 
ploration work In Colombia, 
is venturing into Argentina; it 
hopes to explore a 10 , 000 - 
kBometre block in what is 
thought to be an oil-bearing 
area. The shares rose <L25p 
to 5-25p. 'Hie oil minnow has 
attracted some heavyweight 
support. Its shareholders in- 
clude Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment, which recently lifted its 
stake to 10.62 per cent. 

Grafton, an Irish builders 
merchant, has increased its 
stake in British Dredging to 
29.97 pm- cent, paying £Um 
for 882,000 shares. In the 
past year the Irish group has 
acquired a Newbury baflders 
merchant for£2.6m. British 
Dredging shares held at 
146p, near their 12-month 
high. 
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Anxious investors check the progress of their stocks on a monitor in a street in Hong Kong. Following a brief initial drop, the market rebounded in early trading 


Hong Kong surges 
but London and 
Wall St hit by jitters 


Investors face a nervous 
weekend after stock 
markets in London and 
New York failed to pick 
up on renewed optimism 
in Hong Kong, where 
shares rose sharply after 
Thursday’s slump. - 

Tom Stevenson , Diane 
Coyle and Stephen Vines 
track the continuing 
financial crisis. 

The roller-coaster ride on the 
world's stock markets continued 
yesterday after Hong Kong 
enjoyed its second-biggest rise 
of the year but London and 
New York failed to hold on to 
early recoveries. Volatile trad- 
ing on Wall Street last night set 
the stage for another jittery 
week and no-one was prepared 
to call the end of the worst stock 
market crisis in 10 years. 

The FTSE 100 index of 
leading shares closed 21.3 
points lower at 4,9702 after ner- 
vous trading in New York un- 
dermined the early benefit of 
a 700-point rise in Hong Kong. 
The index of British blue-chip 
shares bad been -over 5.100 in 


late morning, a rise of 111 
points, as investors watched 
with relief the recovery in the 
Far East. As eyes turned West, 
however, the mood darkened. 

The Dow Jones index in 
New York rose 92 points with- 
in 10 minutes of opening but 
sentiment rapidly turned and 
within two-and-a-half hours 
shares had swung through more 
than 200 points to notch up a 
1 per cent decline. 

Parallels were immediately 
drawn with the week leading up 
to the stock market crash in Oc- 
tober 1987 when a run of daily 
declines preceded the big col- 
lapse on Black Monday. On the 
Friday before the crash 10 
years ago, a late fall on Wall 
Street left traders waiting anx- 
iously over the weekend for the 
bloodbath on Monday. 

The mood at the weekend 
will also be influenced by spec- 
ulation about a special state- 
ment due to be made to the 
House of Commons on Mon- 
day by Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor. The Treasury con- 
firmed he would set out the 
Government’s policy on the 
single currency. It said the 
Chancellor was “acting deci- 
sively to stop speculation by 


making the statement to 
Parliament at the earliest 
possible opportunity''. 

Hie stock market turbu- 
lence was reflected by the 
pound which bounced before 
dosing slightly higher at just un- 
der DM2.90. The week began 
with a sharp rise in sterling due 
to uncertainty sown by an in- 
terview Mr Brown gave last 
weekend. Itwasonty later in the 
week that the markets’ atten- 
tion switched to shares. 

The FTSE 100 index has 
fallen by almost 6 per cent since 
Monday from 5271.1, about 
one-third of the 18 per cent fall 
in Hong Kong over the past five 
trading days. It was an inaus- 
picious first week's trading for 
the Stock Exchange's new au- 
tomated order-driven trading 
system. Sets, which received 
widespread criticism during 
the week for exacerbating the 
market's volatility. 

European bourses were also 
volatile, with the German DAX 
index, which reflects all-day 
computer trading, ending 5.06 
points higher at 3,981.44, below 
the psychologically important 
4,000-point level and way off its 
earlier peak of 4,06627. In 
Paris, shares closed 7.84 points 



lower at 2,849.03, after sliding 
101.19 points on Thursday. 
The index had traded as high 
as 2,900.81 yesterday ahead of 
the New York opening. 

Wall Street rebounded 
briefly before the fall in share 
prices resumed. The Dow Jones 
index gained as much as 89 
points in early trading but then 
plunged lower. It was down 120 
points down at 7,727 by midday. 

The drop was led by tech- 
nology stocks such as Texas In- 
struments and Motorola. The 
prospect of a speech by Alan 
Greenspan was also blamed far 
the nervousness. Although the 
Fed Chairman was expected to 
steer dear of any comment on 
the stock market, he recently 
caused an upset by describing 
the pace of Wall Street's gains 
as “unsustainable". 

Despite the gloom, one not- 
ed stock market bull stuck to her 
view that share prices in the US 
will continue to climb. Abby 
Joseph Cohen, TA&ll Street guru 
at Goldman Sachs, said: “We 
continue to expect the US eq- 
uity market to rise in price." 

The Hong Kong stock mar- 


ket gave a whole new meaning 
to volatility yesterday. Having 
registered its biggest points 
fall on Thursday, the market 
saw its second-biggest rise of the 
year as bargain hunters sent the 
Hang Seng index up 718 points, 
a gain of almost 7 per cent 

Analysts were divided on 
whether the bounce meant Lhe 
meltdown of Hong Kong stocks 
was over. Despite yesterday’s 
rise, the Hang Seng index end- 
ed the week 18 per cent down. 

The immediate cause of the 
big market decline did recede, 
though, as the Hong Kong 
Monetary Authority (HKMA) 
acted to dispel the fear that the 
fixed link between the Hong 
Kong and US dollar would be 
broken, followed by a devalu- 
ation. The HKMA, which 
forced overnight inter-bank 
rates up as high as 300 per cent 
last week, was confident 
enough yesterday -to do an 
about face and plunge the rate 
right down to 6 per cent. 

Renewed confidence in the 
local currency was the major 
reason for yesterday's slock 
market rise but it was also 


heavily influenced by market ru- 
mours that some HKSlbn 
(£79m) of mainland Chinese 
money was floating around the 
market giving support. The cir- 
cumstantial evidence for this ru- 
mour was seen in the almost 13 
percent rise in the index track- 
ing red-chip shares, belonging 
to China -associated companies. 

The rise in red chips almost 
doubled the general rise in the 
market. Larry Yeung, the chair- 
man of Cilic Pacific. Hong 
Kong's biggest red chip, made 
no secret of the fact his com- 
pany was buying its own shares 
in the market. 

The rise in Hong Kong 
brought little comfort to other 
markets in the region. New 
Zealand suffered its biggest 
loss in a decade with a drop of 
5.4 per cent. Australia was the 
next to fall, followed by Taiwan. 
Singapore. Malaysia and Thai- 
land. Shares in Bangkok de- 
clined by 3 per cenL Only the 
Nikkei 225 in Japan managed 
a 1.2 per cent rise and the 
Philippines stock market edged 
up just below 1 per cent. 

Outlook, page 25 


Buoyant economy points to rate rise 


Number of homes 
with pay-TV to 
double in 10 years 


The economy is showing 
no sign of having slowed 
down in the third 
quarter, and export 
volumes are rising as last 
as ever despite the 
strong pound. Analysts 
yesterday concluded 
from the latest figures 
that it is only a matter 
of time before the Bank 
raises interest rates, as 
Diane Coyle, Economics 
Editor, reports. 

The latest evidence on the 
temperature of the economy, 
the crucial figure for GDP 
growth in the July to Septem- 
ber quarter, revealed the pace 
of growth to be feverish still. 

“A rate rise in November 

remains a distinct possibility," 


The consolidation of Europe’s 
defence industry will take a sig- 
nificant step forward on Mon- 
day when a consortium of 
British Aerospace and Daim- 
ler-Benz announces the acqui- 
sition of Siemens Defence 
Electronics for about £375m. 

The BAe-Daimler bid beat 
off offers from GEC and Thom- 
son-CSF of France and is likely 
to set the scene for a further 
round of cross-border ratio- 
nalisation of Europe's defence 
and aerospace companies. 

For the past two years BAe 
has been championing the idea 


said Richard fley, an economist 
at ABN-Amro. Others thought 
Lhe Bank of England's Mone- 
tary Policy Committee might 
wait uoiQ December, but saw 
it as no more than a question 
of timing. 

The economy grew by 1 per 
cent last quarter, taking GDP 
to a level 3.9 per cent higher 
than a year earlier, the Office 
for National Statistics (ONS) 
said yesterday. 

The preliminary figures 
showed the service industries 
still expanding fast, although at 
a slower rate than the previous 
few quarters. Manufacturing 
made up for this modest slow- 
down, growing “quite strongly" 
according to the ONS, while oil 
and gas extraction and energy 
supply showed robust increases. 

The broad pattern of growth 
remained unchanged last quar- 
ter, wilh services expanding 
much faster than industry, and 


of a pan-European holding 
company taking in both com- 
mercial and military aircraft 
production and defence elec- 
tronics. The deal on Monday 
will be an important step to- 
wards that goal since Daimler 
is also one of BAe's partners in 
Lhe Airbus and Eurofighter 
programmes. 

Siemens Defence Electron- 
ics has a world-wide workforce 
of 6,000, annual sales of 
DM1.6bn (£552m) and spe- 
cialises in air defence equipment 
and battlefield communications 
systems. About half of its op- 


business and financial services 
and communications leading 
the service sector. 

In the 22 consecutive quar- 
ters of growth since the first 
quarter of 1992, the trough of 
the recession, service sector 
output has dimbed 21 per cent. 
Industrial production, mean- 
while, has risen by 14.5 per cent. 

A key reason for the econo- 
my’s failure to slow down this 
year despite higher borrowing 
costs has been the resilience of 
exports. Britain’s trade gap con- 
tinued to narrow in August, as 
export growth continued to defy 
the overvalued exchange rate. 

The gap between exports 
and imports fell to £5 13m from 
£649m in July. Underlying 
growth in export volumes was 
45 percent in the three months 
to August compared to 35 per 
cent for imports. 

Partial figures showing trade 
with countries outride the Eu- 


der the name of Siemens 
Plessey Electronic Systems 
which Siemens acquired in the 
late 1980s following GEC’S 
takeover of Plessey. 

Siemens Plessey Systems 
has a UK workforce of about 
2500 and sales of £250m. Its 
products include air defence 
systems and naval radars. 
Siemens is also part of the 
Archer consortium which is 
bidding on the Bowman pro- 
gramme - a £25bn contract to 
supply the Ministry of Defence 
with a digital battlefield com- 


ropean Union in September 
offered a hint of an export slow- 
down. The deficit increased 
from £343ro to £779m. 

Export volumes to non-EU 
countries dipped, leaving them 
virtually flat over the quarter 
while imports rose 1.8 percent. 
However, trade figures are very 
volatile from momh to month. 

The pound’s appreciation in 
the past 18 months is widely ex- 
pected to hit the trade balance 
eventually as surveys have 
showed sharp falls in export or- 
ders for some time. Alan Ar- 
mitage, head of economics at 
the Engineering Employers' 
Federation, said industry’s 
switch over the years to pro- 
ducing more sophisticated 
goods had lengthened the lead 
time for export orders. 

Simon Briscoe at Nikko Eu- 
rope said manufacturers had 
coped by culling margins, and 


munications system. Siemens 
has also designed and installed 
Germany's version of the Pa- 
triot air defence system. 

1111* acquisition of Siemens 
Defence will come as a conso- 
lation to BAe after its failure to 
secure a stake in Thnmson-CSE 
The French government has se- 
lected Alcatel to partner 
Thomson-CSF as part of the pri- 
vatisation of the state-owned 
defence electronics business. 
But it is a blow to GEC, which 
was in the bidding for Thomson 
and has missed out on two deals. 

- Michael Harrison 


The pay-television 
industry in this country 
will turn in profits of 
nearly £2bn a year within 
a decade, according to a 
report to be published 
next week. 

Cathy Newman looks at 
the pay-TY winners and 
losers. 

Pre-tax profits from subscrip- 
tions and advertising in the pay- 
TV market will increase 
dramatically over the coming 
years as an explosion in the 
number of services on offer will 
encourage customers lo pay 
more per head, says the report, 
by the media consultants, Oliv- 
er & Ohlbaum Associates, and 
the publishers, Screen Digest. 

The number of homes sub- 
scribing to pay-TV is likely to 
double over the next 10 years 
lo more than 12 million. How- 
ever. cable subscriptions are not 
expected lo drive the growth. 
The Cable Communications 
Association »says cable compa- 
nies have attracted two-thirds 
of new pay-TV subscribers over 
the past year. 

Mark Oliver, managing di- 
rector and founder of Oliver & 
Ohlbaum. said this trend was 
unlikely to continue. Although 
cable companies had been op- 
timistic about impaling pen- 
etration by offering customers 
smaller packages of channels. 
Mr Oliver said BSkyB would re- 


spond by offering its own basic 
selection. 

British Digital Broadcasting, 
the group operating digital ter- 
restrial pay-TV is planning to 
offer a low-eosi package of a 
few selected channels for under 
£HJ. The report also says BDB 
will have to invest in excess of 
£400m before breaking even, 
£L00m more than it originally 
planned. 

Sports are likely to per- 
suade viewers to switch from 
analogue to digital technology. 
Both cable and satellite are to 
launch on digital next year, 
and pay-per-view sport and 
“season ticket" football would 
drive lhe new platform, Mr 
Oliver said. Customers were 
more likely to fork out around 
£200 for llie sel-top box need- 
ed for digital television if they 
could watch a whole season's 
games for a club .such as New- 
castle United. 

Cable operators will con- 
tinue to have a tough lime and 
are unlikely to make any money 
from their TV operations be- 
fore 20113. Between now and 
then they will have racked up 
an exLra £2bn in losses. 

Programmers will fare bet- 
ter. with basic channel providers 
such as UK Gold. Sky One. 
MTV and Granada Plus mov- 
ing from tin estimated combined 
loss of £ 1 73m next year lo prof- 
its of £320m in 2007. Total pay- 
TV revenue from subscriptions 
and advertising will rise from 
£U<bn in IW7 to£5.1hn in 2007. 


this could not continue for ever. 


BAe group wins bid to buy Siemens Defence Electronics 

erations are based in Britain un- 
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DEAD CAT BOUNCE: The 
gloomy view of yesterday s 
early rebound. A sharp rise 
in prices after a severe fall, of- 
ten caused by short-sellers 
buying shares at a profit. 

SHORT SELLERS: Dealers 
who sell shares they don't 
own in anticipation of a fall. 
If the price goes down they 
can buy the shares more 
cheaply to match their obliga- 
tion, and keep the difference. 

BEAR SQUEEZE: What 
happens to short sellers when 
the market or share goes up. 
They have to buy at the 
higher price to honour their 
commitment to sell. Oucb. 

FALL OUT OF BED: What 
happened on Thursday. 

FLIGHT TO QUALITY: 
Falling out of bed is usually 
exacerbated by investors 
dumping their shares for 
safer bonds. Both gilts and 


US Treasury bonds rose on 
Thursday. 

ON THE SIDELINES: A 
state of dithering that afflicts 
investors worried about 
falling out of bed. but not yet 
in the blind panic associated 
with a flight to quality. 

CORRECTION: The crash 
of 1987 was actually a cor- 
rection because the market 
almost immediately resumed 
its upward trend. The opti- 
mistic view of a crash. 

BEAR MARKET: What 
happens when things go 
really pear-shaped. Between 
1972 and 1974 the London 
stock market lost 70 per cent 
of its value. If the same hap- 
pened today, the FTSE 100 
index would fall to 1500. 

CIRCUIT BREAKERS: 
Measures to ensure that trad- 
ing is haired if the market fails 
by a given amount. 
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Spooking the markets with fixed exchange rates 


JERJEMY 

WARNER 

ON A WEEK OF 
TURBULENCE 


The crisis in Hong Kong this week came 
not a moment loo soon for Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. If the City 
was cursing him on Monday for his ap- 
parent reversal in policy on European mon- 
etary union, h had all been largely forgotten 
by Wednesday, by which time the Hang 
Seng was in free fall and showing worry- 
ing signs of spreading its illness to the rest 
of the wodd's financial markets. It all rather 
pul the Chancellor’s spot of turbulence over 
the single currency into perspective. 

Strangely, there was a kind of con- 
nection between the two episodes, albeit 
only one of issue; they were both about 
fixed exchange rates and the pros and cons 
of having them. In Hong Kong, the crisis 
was caused by international speculators 
testing the sustainability of the former 
colony’s peg to the US dollar. Having suc- 
cessfully devalued all the other Pacific Rim 
currencies, the target became the region's 
only remaining safe haven, Hong Kong. 

2n Britain the confusion was about 
whether the Labour Government wants 
us to become a part of monetary union 
and at what stage. With memories of 
Britain's disastrous membership of the Eu- 
ropean exchange rate mechanism still rel- 
atively fresh, it was perhaps inevitable that 
those cautioning againsL it should even- 
tually gain the upper hand. Hong Kong 
says it will cling to its treasured dollar 


parity to the last, apparently oblivious to 
the recessionary effect of such a policy. 
Britain says that for the time being, it 
would much rather have the economic 
safety valve of a floating exchange rate. 

Several newspapers carried close up shots 
of Mr Brown's bitten to the bone finger 
nails in an attempt to heighten the sense 
of crisis around the Chancellor. The 10th 
anniversary of the stock market crash inevi- 
tably became “Brown Monday'. As it 
happens, Mr Brown has always bitten bis 
finger nails, which are no worse now than 
they have ever been. He could hardly have 
been more relaxed when 1 met him later 
in the week. Even so, there is no doubnhe 
City felt badly let down by the Chancel- 
lor’s apparent about turn. Labour’s honey- 
moon with the financial markets appears 
to have been brought to an abrupt end. 

So why did he do it? Why did be give 
his interview to The Times in which he (or 
his press advisers) encouraged the sug- 
gestion that there would be no decision 
on the single currency during the life time 
of this Parliament. While inaugurating the 
Stock Exchange’s new order-driven trad- 
ing system. he went further still, listing five 
pre-conditions for British membership. 
Why? The explanation seems to be that 
the Chancellor began to believe there was 
a real danger of the markets getting the 


wrong end of the stick. Markets had 
wrongly started to believe that Britain 
would be entering in the first wave or very 
shortly thereafter. As a result, a conver- 
gence play was taking place in the mar- 
kets and he needed to disillusion them. 

Was the Chancellor persuaded to 
change his mind on the single currency? 
Or was the original Financial Tones story, 
which had given the markets their view, 
all along just the fevered imagining of the 
journalist who wrote it? Whatever the 
answer, it appears that Mr Brown now 
genuinely believes it would be wrong for 
Britain to enter while its economy is so 
far out of sync with Germany and France. 

It would plainly be inappropriate for 
Britain at this stage of the economic cy- 
cle to adopt low, continental-style interest 
rates. The result would be an uncontrol- 
lable boom, followed inevitably by a bust. 
Mr Brown's policy objective is not so much 
that of bringing Britain into line with the 
continental economic cycle, as that of 
bucking the cycle altogether by delivering 
sustained low inflation growth. For the 
Lime being that objective is incompatible 
with single currency membership. 

I've been accused by a number of readers 
this week of being a prophet of doom, of 
not just forecasting a stock market crash 
but actually wanting one, rather like one 


of those sad old men who wander up and 
down Oxford Street with a sandwich 
board predicting the end of the world is 
nigh. 

Here’s a taste from one of the letters. 
“Edgar Cayce says the earth will tilt on 
its axis in 1998. You’ll enjoy that. Just what 
you want so much because it will make 
1987 look like a vicar's lea party. Sounds 
like your kind of scene." 

The writer raises a good point. Jour- 
nalists do indeed have a tendency to wifi 
disaster, for if everything went along on 
an even keel, there wouldn’t be anything 
for us to write about. It is the extremes 
of behaviour that fascinate us, not just be- 
cause drama is our business; tout also be- 
cause it sells newspapers. The question is 
whether we are suspending our judgement 
by warning of the dangers of overheated 
world stock markets. 

Only time wifi tell, I guess, but I 
would argue that those of us who take this 
view are providing a useful counter 
weight to the much more powerful group 
of vested interests that go the other way. 
It’s not quite so bad here, bur in the US 
the situation has reached alarming pro- 
portions. You cannot switch on the tele- 
vision or open a newspaper without being 
bombarded with advertisements saying 
buy, buy, buy. 

The financial services industry has a 


dear and powerful motive for claiming 
that everything is just hunky dory in the 
stock market and that there is no reason 
returns shouldn't remain at their present 
heady levels. That's bow the industry 
makes its commission. As a consequence 
it is prone to invent ever more ludicrous 
and tenuous explanations for why this 
should be so. 

What I’m saying here is that my vest- 
ed interest in arguing that Wall Street is 
now a dangerous speculative bubble is 
not nearly as great as the industry’s in 
arguing the opposite thing. When you 
hear that the norma! rules of econom- 
ics have been suspended because of 
American led leaps in productivity, 
technology and globalisation, you know 
for sure that the party is on to its last 
drunken dance. 

Edgar Cayce, the famous American 
clairvoyant, predicted that the City of At- 
lantis would rise from the sea near the is- 
land of Bimini sometime towards the end 
of the 1960s. ft is new 1997 and we are 
still waiting. That might well be my fate 
with Will Street too. hut somehow 1 doubt 
it Don’t take it from me though- Just lis- 
ten to what Alan Greenspan, chairman of 
the Federal Reserve has been saying 
about irrational exuberance. As far as I 
can ascertain, he has no vested interest in 
the matter. 


"Brussels hints of 
lenient approach 
to BA alliance 


The European 
Competition 
Commissioner, Karel 
Van Miert, looks 
increasingly likely to 
scale back the 
jpneessions Brussels is 
demanding from British 
Airways and American 
Airlines in return for 
approving their tie-up. 
Michael Harrison examines 
the latest state of play in 
the long-running battle 
to get clearance for the 
transatlantic alliance. 

Mr Van Miert recently indi- 
cated he was prepared to relax 
his demand that the two 
carriers give up 353 take-off and 
landing slots at Heathrow. 

“It is not an absolute figure. 
If there is good reason to 
modify it we’ll be willing to talk 
about it," he said. 

Senior BA executives are 


now increasingly confident they 
have persuaded the competi- 
tion authorities in Brussels to 
take a more lenient approach. 
Officials in the Commission’s 
competition directorate, DG4, 
are now said to be examining 
the impact of the alliance on the 
European air travel market as 
a whole, not just on London, 
where the two carriers will 
have more than 60 per cent of 
the transatlantic market 

The suggestion is Brussels 
may be prepared to see a 
smaller number of slots sur- 
rendered - perhaps 250 - with 
other capacity being made 
available from the other airline 
alliances already operating 
from Heathrow such as the Star 
alliance spearheaded by 
Lufthansa and United Airlines. 

Mr Van Miert is expected to 
set out his final terms for ap- 
proving the alliance in the mid- 
dle to latterpart of next month 
after an exhaustive review of 
the alliance and extensive dis- 
cussions between officials and 
executives from the two airlines. 


“The key issue is noL how 
many slots should be confis- 
cated but what level of com- 
petition there will be, how 
many services wifi be operated 
and bow you achieve that That 
message has got across," one 
executive said, 

BA has consistently argued 
that the Commission's initial 
findings were “flawed" because 
they did not take into account 
the fact that 52 per cent of all 
its transatlantic passengers orig- 
inated outside the UK. This, it 
claimed, made it disingenuous 
to concentrate plainly on its mo- 
nopoly at Heathrow where it 
operates in competition with 
American on six routes. 

What remains (ess dear is 
whether and if so how BA and 
AA wifi be compensated for 
slots; EU regulations are silent 
on the matter although in prac- 
tice slot trading takes place. 
American paid TWA S450m 
when it took over its services 
from the US to Heathrow and 
has made clear it will not hand 
back slots for free. 


Who wiH be in EMU? The financial markets 1 view 
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TOWARDS EMU: it the line moves towards Die German base fine It means 
investors no longer require such a high premium lor hofefing that cowrtiys bonds 
compared to German ones, because they are contkJent trie currency won t devabja 
against the mark. In other words, they think that country wB be locked into a 
single currency wBi 6Bmany m 10 years' time. 

AWAY FROM EMU; However, D they tMnk the coreitry wool beta EMU, that D wfll 
have higher WWon, and that there is a risk of a future devaluation against (he 
mark, then they wfD demand an odia premium for holdhg that country's bonds, so 
the fine w9 move away from the base. 


When wifi EMU start? The City Analysts’ View. 

The independent asked analysis from: 

NJkko Europe, Paine Webber, ASK Amro, SP Morgan, Deutsche Morgan Brentdl 
Ssfoman Brothers, GaMsran Sachs, HSBC Janies Capet, UBS 
what prabablly Bley ptecad on EMU starting on flme. 


ProWHBy EMU starts on tens 

82% 

(83% test week) 

ProbabBty EMU Is delayed: 

14% 

(13% test week) 

PrubabSty EMU never happens: 

4% 

(4% last week; 


Objections to 
interest rates 
lessen hopes 


Growing French hostility to 
domestic interest rate hikes 
has led to pessimism among 
some of The Independent's 
panel of experts about EMU’s 
likely start date. 

“Opposition to interest rate 
rises in France has been very 
vocal," noted Robert Lind of 
ABN Amro. The probability of 
EMU starting on time now 
stands at 82 per cent, slightly 
down on last week’s figure. 

The Bank of France raised 
rates by 02 of a percentage 
point a fortnight ago, following 
similar moves by the German 
Bundesbank. 

But, as higher interest rates 
may jeopardise French eco- 
nomic growth, left-wing politi- 
cians have objected to the Bank 
of France’s actions* 

“The French nation feels 
that it has paid an adequate 
price for monetary union," said 
Darren Williams of UBS. 

On Tuesday, in an almost 
unprecedented move, France’s 
parliamentary finance com- 
mission “invited" the monetary 
council, led by Jean-Claude 
THchet, the governor of the 
Bank of France, to explain its 
decision to raise rates. 

-Lea Paterson 


Care First founder set to make £!8m 


Ofgas director to head 
Electricity Pool review 


Keith Bradshaw, the 
. chairman and founder of 
JCare First, could find 
iimself on the board of 
Supa if his company is 
aken over. 

Mr Bradshaw, who 
was criticised for a 
xoardroom bust up with 
-hai Patel, the former 
thief executive of Care 
; = irst, stands to make 
:i8m from a takeover, 

■e ports Sumeena Ahmad. 


Mr Bradshaw, the controversial 
chairman of Care Fust could be 
offered a board position with- 
in Bupa following a possible 
cash takeover of the nursing 
home group by the medical in- 
surance giant. Mr Bradshaw, 
who owns over 7 per cent of 
Care First’s shares, would make 
more than JE18m from a take- 
over, which could be pitched at 
up to 150p a share. 

It is unclear whether Mr 
Bradshaw has asked for an 
advisory role as part of 
takeover negotiations. Mr Pa- 
tel, who resigned from Care 
First after a row with Mr Brad- 
shaw, owns £ltn shares in the 


company and could make 
£1.5m from the deal. 

• An announcement from 
Bupa could come within two 
weeks. Advisers are SBC War- 
burg on Care First’s side and 
Schroders for Bupa. Schraders 
advised Bupa on its£76pi take- 
over of Goldsborough Health- 
care, the nursing home group, 
in August. 

Contrary to press sugges- 
tions, Bupa has no plans to go 
hostile in a bid for Care First. 
Suggestions that Omega, the 
US property management 
group, has had discussions with 
Care First were also firmly de- 
nied by Jim Flaherty, the chief 


executive of Omega UK. How- 
ever, there are rumours venture 
capitalists might be considering 
backing a counter offer. 

Norwich Union, a rival in- 
surer to Bupa and which re- 
cently named Care First as 
one of its preferred providers 
for long-term care insurance, 
said it was happy to continue 
its relationship with Care First 
If Bupa’s bid was successful. 

Philip Scott, group director 
of life pensions said: “A bid 
from Bupa wouldn't change 
things. We already have shared 
agreements with Bupa on hos- 
pitals. Goldsborough is also on 
our preferred list of suppliers.” 


Eileen Marshall, director of 
regulation at Ofgas, the gas 
watchdog and architect of the 
controversial British Gas 
pipeline price cuts, has been 
asked to lead the review of the 
wholesale electricity market. 

The move is likely to un- 
settle further the generators. 
National Power and Power- 
Gen, which have been accused 
of abusing their market power 
to push up electricity prices. 

Professor Stephen Litlic- 
chOd, the electricity regulator, 
has asked Ms Marshall to bead 
the review, announced on 


Thursday by John Battle, the 
industry minister. Professor 
Littlechild was charged with 
drawing up the terms of the in- 
quiry by Christmas. 

Ms Marshall, who is also Qf- 
gas’s chief economist, has main- 
tained an interest in the Pool 
since a five-year term at Offer, 
the electricity watchdog, where 
she was head of regulation. The 
move will increase speculation 
that she will be a leading con- 
tender for the job of combined 
power and gas regulation if the 
the two departments merge. 

- Chris Godsmark 


IN BRIEF 


Huge increase in production 
pushes Boeing to $696m loss 

Boeing, the US aerospace giant, reported a $696m (£426m) loss 
for the third quarter after taking a Sl.bbn pre-tax charge to cov- 
er the disruption in its assembly plants caused tty the huge in- 
crease in commercial airliner production. The loss compares with 
net income in the same period last year of $466m. The charge 
trill cover the cost of overtime, production bottlenecks and penalty 
payments to airlines for late delivery. Boeing expects to incur a 
further Si bn in charges next year. 

Biocompatibles boosts team 

Biocompatibles, the biotechnology group, has moved to strength- 
en its management team by appointing two US executives. Eric 
Sivertson will head up the group’s cardiovascular division and 
Richard Kapash becomes chief executive of the eyecare division. 
Biocompatibles’ share price has plunged since it failed to sign a 
deal with Johnson & Johnson of the US last month. 

SIB allows stock borrowing 

The Securities and Investments Board said it had decided not 
to impose regulations on stock borrowing and repo transactions, 
in accordance with advice it received from the Market Conduct 
Group, an advisory body. The SIB said it agreed with the group 
“that the borrowing of stock for on-lending purposes should be 
seen as permissible”. The London Stock Exchange recently 
changed its rules so as to restrict miriness of this sort no longer. 

Viglen sells office for £3m 

Viglen Technology, formerly the Amstrad computer group, has 
sold Brentwood House, the old former head office of Amstrad, 
to Amsprop Trading for £3m. Alan Sugar, Ams trad’s founder 
and a director of both companies, owns 76 per cent of the is- 
sued share capital of Amsprop. Mr Sugar also owns 34 per cent 
of Viglen. 

Energy buys plant in Turkey 

The Energy Group said its subsidiary, Peabody, and partners NRG 
and Koc Holding had won a bid to acquire the 450 megawatt Kan- 
gri coal-fired generation plant in central Tlirkcy for SL25m (£77m). 
The consortium has submitted bids for other distribution and gen- 
eration assets which are still under evaluation. Energy Group said 
power from the Kangri station would be sold to Teas, the Turk- 
ish national power company, under a 20-year power purchase deal. 
NRG is a wholly owned subsidiary of Northern Stales Power Com- 
pany. Koc Holding is a conglomerate in Turkey and a Fortune 
Global 500 corporation. 

Pathfinders to merge 

Pathfinder Properties, the AIM-quoted properly group, and 
Pathfinder Repossessions have agreed to merge. Pathfinder 
Properties is offering seven of its shares for every Pathfinder 
Repossessions share. The terms value each Pathfinder Re- 
possessions share at 161p. There is a cash alternative of 1 15_5p. 
Pathfmder Properties said it was also seeking to raise an ad- 
ditional £Um for further property acquisitions and develop- 
ment via an open offer. 
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‘Autumn Colours on Waterfall* by Lawrence A Michael, winner of the composition and form category In the Wildlife Photographer of the Year Exhibition which is on display at the Natural History Museum until February 





200MHz Maple 
AMD Systems 


AMD Processors are stoning! (to prove rt just look at the endorsements bekrw). Maple have chosen the AMD 200MHz MMX™ Enhanced Processor as 
their “Signature Product'’ and have bulk a sub £1000 (ex VAT) range of PCs around il For example, the Maple Minerva Ham e/Office System includes 
64Mb EDO RAM, 33.6 Fax Modem, 4.3Gb E-IDE HDD, and Cord WordPerfect Office Suite 8, and our Network Ready Matrix Business modds Indudes 
32Mb SDRAM and Microsoft Office *97 (SBE). Full specifications are Ssted bekm Now add the best “Buy Now - Pay Later” purchase options around, 
plus our 21 day money back gtoramee if youfe not completely satisfied, and you've got the finest PC value anywhere. 
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LINES OPEN: MONDAY- FRIDAY 9am-6.30pm SATURDAY I0am-2.30pm 
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REVEALED: THE TRUTH ABOUT 
CUSTER’S LAST STAND 

New evidence is forcing the United States 
to face up to its less-than-heroic past 

Plus 

■ Not tonight, Joseph - is celibacy good for women? 

■ The neurotic foetus - can psychological 
problems start in the womb? 

■ A world of flavours - brilliant new recipes from 
Josceline Dimbleby's Complete Cookbook 

m Decriminalise cannabis - the latest important 
developments in our campaign to change the law 


IT’S CHANGE D ... HAVE YOU? 
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At the heart of India’s big bang theory 




)EN 


~ln many cultures sex and death go 

3 hand in, hand, and nowhere more so 
than hi Varanasi. As the Hindu 
festival of Diwali approaches this 
•■“Thursday, Kenneth Wilson remembers 
• another dramatic ceremony at one 
I of India’s most sacred cities. 


\hranasi is the dty of death. The life-giving 
river Ganges, flowing past the eastern edge 
of the city, here bears life away. At Vara- 
nasi, the sacred river is half way from its 
birth in the Himalayan abode of the gods, 
to its absorption in the Bay of Bengal And 
this is the place to come and die. 

The smell of death hangs over the city. 
Beside the new, unused civic crematorium, 
funeral pyres bum continuously cm the hank 
of the river. Death in Varanasi, it is said, 
leads to imm ediate release from the cycle 
of birth and rebirth. Without passing Go, 
the soul proceeds direct to its absorption 
in the infinite - its moksha , its liberation. 

From all over India eldest sons come 
to \feranasi, bearing the ashes of their par- 
ents, to scatter them on the great river. For 
not everyone bas the prescience to reach 
Varanasi before they pass away, and hav- 
ing your ashes scattered on the Ganges at 
this holy point is the next best thing. 

This is the city of Lord Shiva, known 
as the Destroyer, whose symbol is the un- 
mistakably phallic lingam. The funeral pyres 


symbolise Shiva’s dance of destruction, 
leaping flames copying the frenzied ecstasy 
which releases the soul to find its Dew borne 
in that endless cycle. 

Nearly two tons of beaten gold cover 
the dome of Lord Shiva’s temple, called 
VEshwanath, in the old city. In its dark in- 
terior, beneath enormous bells, stands the 
simple black Ungam, adorned with flowers 
and gleaming with the milk and honey that 
are continually poured over it- And here, 
on the great night of Lord Shiva, when he 
is married to the goddess Parvati, the earth 
is shaken to its core, as the holy couple re- 
make the universe. 

Mabashivratri, as that night is called, is 
the night for love-making. Couples should 
remain at home, and with all necessary 
adornments relive their first night of con- 
jugality. Only the young men, waiting for 
their marriages to be arranged, are on the 
streets. In their tens of thousands Urey come 
to celebrate their virility, and sublimate it 
in a ferocious religious drama. 

I followed the crowd that night. A mile 
from the temple it was already thick. A wind 
band, screeching mesmericaffy and tune- 
lessly, and preceded by a dangerously lit 
float, hacked its way through. Almost 
naked sadfaus, smeared with ghostly ash, 
lunged at ns out of the crowd. Spotting for- 
eigners, thty opened their straw baskets and 
waved cobras under our noses, until they 
were satisfied with our donations. 

- Near the temple, we entered the realms 
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of barbed wire and armed troops. Like its 
better known cousin, Ayodhya, \feranasi 
is also sometimes a focus of Hindu-Muslim 
tension. It was a Mughal habit to build 
mosques aggressively -close to the holiest 
shrines of the Hindus they bad conquered, 
and here, as at Ayodhya, enthusiastic 
Hindus now want to tear them down. 

Party thousand troops, according to the 
following day’s paper, were deployed to 
keep a million young men in order. Nar- 
row barriers kept us controlled beneath 
high fences and barbed wire. The atmos- 
phere was tense. The crowd was dense and 
hot, and religious fervour was heightened 
by drink and sweet-smelling drugs* “Haril 
Harii Bom! Bom! Hari! Hart! Bom! Bom!” 
The chant increased in intensity as we ap- 
proached the temple’s entrance. 

It was a dangerous night to be out Only 


aay-oTBaqtf 


the flower-sellers and the troops were un- 
moved. Suddenly, at midnight, we 
rounded a final corner and surged towards 
the temple entrance. An army officer 
stepped out in from of me and barred the 
way. Telephone and revolver bulging 
from his khaki shirt, he placed his heavy 
black boots intimidatingly dose to my rit- 
ually bare feet 

“What are you doing here?” It was not 
a friendly question. 

I struggled to answer him in Hindi “We 
have come to take darshan of Lord Shiva.” 

“Why? You are not Hindus. You are not 
allowed Who is with you? Give me your 
passports.” The crowd behind us was not 
pleased to be held up. The chanting 
seemed to grow louder. 

I took a deep breath. There was clearly 
do going back through this crowd, so I knew 


I had- better be persuasive. “Tonight is 
Mahashivrairi when Lord Shiva recreates 
the world,” I said “On this night, anyone 
can be Hindu, hoi naT 

“Hindi! You speak good Hindi! Aage 
chalol" He smiled with sudden delight, and 
slapped me so hard on the hack thar I nearly 
fell into the mud. In we went. 

Religious frenzy was boiling in the 
retchingiy fetid atmosphere. Young priests, 
naked to the waist and streaked with red 
powder paint, took it in turn to restrain the 
faithful from throwing themselves on to the 
image of Lord Shiva. Others shovelled the 
thrown flowers out into the drain. 

The crowd behind kept us moving. It 
was a strode to catch a gfenpse of the holy 
image, and a struggle to breathe. And that 
was- it. Pushed unceremoniously outside 
again, nowhere near where we bad come 
in, we were lost. We honied barefoot 
through the alleys, slipping through cow 
dung and b ump ing into sacred animnk and 
soldiers smoking. TWo men rounding a 
comer with a saffron-wrapped body on their 
shoulders nearly knocked us over. 

Half a night later, being rowed gently 
along the glassy Ganges at dawn, we sur- 
veyed Varanasi’s teeming river bank. 
Suiya, the sun god, rose sflentiy behind the 
far bank, and acknowledged die thousands 
of bathing worshippers. Lord Shiva, ex- 
hausted from the primal work of procre- 
ation, slept, and anew and reordered world 
came miraculously into being. 


Life, the universe and everything; on 
the banks of the sacred river Ganges 
at Varanasi 

Photograph; Cofin McPherson 


Getting there: the easiest way to 
reach Vuanasi is via Delhi. Air Can- 
ada, Air India, British Airways and Unit- 
ed Airlines fly non-stop from London 
Heathrow to the Indian capital; 
KLM/Noithwest offer daily connections 
from numerous UK airports via Ams- 
terdam. About a dozen other airlines 
will get you to Delhi via various indi- 
rect routings, stopping anywhere from 
Ashkhabad to Zurich. The lowest fares, 
starting at around £350 return, are avail- 
able from discount travel agents rather 
than direct from airlines. 

From Delhi, you can fly on Indian 
Airlines to Muanasi in a couple of hours 
for around £110 return. Thetrain is 
much cheaper but takes around 20 
hours. 

Visas British passport holders need a 
visa to visit India; call the 24-hour visa 
information service (0891 880800). 
More information: Indian Govern- 
ment Iburist Office, 7 Cork Street, Lon- 
don W1X 2LN (0171-437 3677). Open 
930am-lpm and 2pm -6pm. 
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Who has the fastest French connection? 



On your marks: Notre Dame to St Martin in the Fields Photographs: Harriet O'Brien 


If this really were the age of the 
Euro-train, then Harriet O’Brien 
should have been able to beat 
Simon Colder on a London- Paris trip 
by joining a train at Waterloo and 
stepping off at the Gare du Nord. 
But even with everything 
weighted in Eurostar's favour, the 
train failed to beat the plane. 

It's Friday, it’s five to five, and it’s time to 
rush headlong from London to Paris. Bat 
this race is nothing like the dozens of pre- 
vious sprints between the two capitals. In- 
stead of riming the trip from one city centre 
to the other, this one tests whether Eurostar 
is fastest on a station -to-station journey: 
from the ticket barrier at Waterloo Inter- 
national to the concourse of the Gare du 
Nord. If Eurosiar cannot win this race, then 
- whatever its other advantages - it can- 
not claim to he the fastest route between 
London and Paris. 

I set out to demonstrate that, using only 
public transport, you can beat the time of 
the train. The rules were straightforward. 
Harriet nominated her train, the 5.15pm 
non-stop from Waterloo. She had to check 
in 20 minutes ahead - which is when, and 
where, the race started for both of us. 

The moment she went through the gate, 
i bad to start finding a way to Paris Gare 
du Nord using alternative public transport, 
but not cutting corners: I had to respect 
the check-in time for the flight. 

Speed, of course, is not everything. Each 
of us had to achieve several tasks on the 
way to Paris: go for a walk, make a friend 
have an exotic drink - and write our ac- 
count of the trip. This is how it was for me: 


4.55pm: escalator to the main concourse. 
I could have headed south (Galwick), east 
(City Airport) or north (Luton), but the 
airline timetables suggested that Heathrow 
would be the best bet. A battle with a tick- 
et machine secured a passage to Feltham. 

4.58: the train left right'on time, and mud- 
dled along happily through the autumnal 
suburbia south of the Thames to the clos- 
est railway station to the airport. 

5.27: it arrived on schedule, meaning I 
could walk to Heathrow instead of search- 
ing for a bus. Terminal 4 is a half-hour hike 
along Bedfont Lane, Richmond Avenue, 
across the allotments and down Cain's Lane 
- where planespotters congregate. 

5.57: 1 reached the airport just before the 
6pm check-in deadline for the Paris Orly 
flight I chose this one partly because it was 
the first one out, but also because Orly is 
doser to the dry centre than Charles de 
Gaulle, for which there was a departure 10 
minutes later. 

6-10: the queue for security was slow, cut- 
ting the time for a pre-flight aperitif. But 
Garfunkel's Bar was right opposite the gate, 
so I gulped down my last cheap beer of the 
weekend - £2 for a pint of Hcineken. 

6-20: on board, with a free newspaper and 
a comfortable seaL I'd asked to be placed as 
far forwards as possible in the economy cab- 
in, so as to gel a head start at the far end 
The happy spin-off was to find myself in one 
of the Club Europe seals that was temporarily 
located in the economy section. 

6JO: push-back on time; take-off from a 
crowded airport 15 minutes later. Harriet 
was already half-way through the tunnel. 


6.50: within five minutes of becoming air- 
borne, I had been given a snack and the 
lager and iomalo juice I asked for. This un- 
usual drink - which originated in the US 
as a “Bud and blood" and sounds like a 
particularly savage hangover cure, but 
tastes surprisingly good - was enough to 
get my neighbour, Rahim, talking. By the 
time we touched down, 40 minutes later, 
be had convinced me that I would have to 
visit, his home country, Algeria, once the 
awful conflict ends. Aberdeen to Algiers: 
now that's what I call a race. 

8 J5 (French time): BA 338 gets to the 
stand ahead of time. It is only now that 
things begin to go badly wrong. If one pass- 
port official attempts to check the papers 
of all the passengers from a 757, how long 
will it take someone in a tearing hurry to 
get through immigration? About eight long, 
tense minutes. 

8.47: Gear at last, and out of the termi- 
nal. Harriet’s train vs scheduled to arrive 
in half-an-hour. A taxi would certainly get 
me to the Gare du Nord first, but the rules 
forbid it. So I board the first bus out - an 


Air France service, price 40F, to the city. 

If you ever find yourself landing at 
Orly-Sud in a huriy, do yourself a favour: 
take a taxi. The bus takes an age to leave, 
mainly because a constant dribble of 
passengers from my flight keeps arriving. 
Then it heads for Orly-Ouest, and takes 
on more passengers there, ft then drives 
back past Orly-Sud, before finally hitting 
the autoroute. 

9. 10: The first chance to leap out of a traf- 
fic-engulfed bus fa. at Forte d’Orl&ms metro 
station. I just miss a train. A well-known for 
means a 10-minute wait for the next one. 

9.27: 1 change to the faster RER line at 
Deofeit-Rochereau, knowing that Harriet 
is probably already sipping a beer on the 
concourse at Gare du Nord. To avoid 
keeping her waiting too long, and to min- 
imise my embarrassment. I stride quick- 
ly from the subterranean platform to the 
Eurostar end of the Gare du Nord - 
where [ collide breathlessly with a relaxed- 
looking Englishwoman who has just ar- 
rived on the delayed train from London. 
Hello, Harriet. 


So the answer to “Can the plane compete?" 
is a qualified “Yes"; but the whole exer- 
cise begs the question “Why?" Surely only 
claustrophobes who fear the Tunnel would . 
endure the hours of hassle, uncertainty and 
stress of flying? Technically a tie; but a 
moral victoty for Harriet- 

On the journey home, we decide to try 
the old city centre to city-centre routine. We 
set off simultaneously from the zero point 
outside Notre-Dame cathedral (whence ail 
distances in France are measured). My quick 
trip on the RER out to Charles de Gaulle 
was offset by BA's chaotic boarding proce- 
dures, With surprising frankness. Captain 
Guest announces at one stage that “Wfe still 
don’t seem to have mastered the art of get- 
ting aircraft away on time." 

The plane arrived about 20 minutes late, 
causing me to miss three trains from 
Feltham. Even so, 1 reached the steps of St 
Martin's in the Fields church in Trafalgar 
Square in just over four hours, a comfort- 
able 20-minule margin ahead of Harriet. Her 
serenity had slipped a tad “Bloody Baker- 
loo Line", she explained. 

Simon Colder 



Nicola Kurtz 


‘We’re off... but it’s not so much a 
flying start as a gentle lollop 


. 4.55, say good bye: as Simon and l 
part company at the ticket barrier in 
Waterloo’s Eurostar terminal, I can’t 
help feeling this is not really a contest. 
The odds are so dearly in my favour. 
Simon sprints off for a train that will 
(somehow) take him to Heathrow, I 
simply amble through the barrier, past 
baggage checks and into - a scrum. 
People are heaped everywhere. On a 
Friday evening it’s a sight almost wor- 
thy of Heathrow’s Terminal Two. 

'5.05,- get in place: At Waterloo, Eu- 
rostar passengers wait in the lounge, 
cooped up as if under starter's orders 
untp the doors to the platforms are 
opened. Then, a bit like the beginning 
of a Grand National, passengers scur- 
ry through in the knowledge that they 
have 10 minutes to find their seats be- 
fore the train pushes off. 

5.16, we’re off: Wc leave a minute 
late. And it's not exactly a flying start, 
more tike a gentle lollop as the train 
meanders through the autumn leafi- 
ness of London. 

6, get walking: I've read the magazine, 
given up on the crossword; now Hi 
stretch my legs and check out the facili- 
ties. The train is trickling through Kent, 
causing a slightly drunken swaying ef- 
fect as I manoeuvre my way down the 
carriage. Most of my fellow passengers 
seem to have dozed off - those that 
.haven’t appear to have made a bee-line 
for the bar.; Decide that one carriage 
does not constitute a walk, so 1 lurch 
down four, pop into a toilet and get 
back to my seal to find a French immi- 
gration official hovering over it. A 
quick flick through my documents and 
that’s it - end of bureaucracy. 

6.30, get talking: I've been fold 1 have 
to make a friend as pan of this chal- 
lenge. and thought about bringing some 
Play-Doh to construct a DIY pal. Then 
I felt that might be cheating. But per- 
haps it would have been a good idea. Al 
my opening gambit of conversation the 
Frenchman beside me firmly plugs him- 
self into his Walkman and closes his 
eyes, so I lake the hint: no friend in the 
making there. Now I head for the bar, 
and in the queue get chatting to a 
Japanese lady. Mrs Arisan. Her French 
is better than her English (and my 
Japanese) and we stumble tiirough a 
good-natured exchange. She’s been on 
the Eurosiar from London to Paris 


twice before - a very good journey. She 
nods and smiles. 

6 35 drink up: The huffet carriage is 

.V a Sck, ail bar -,.-s more 

British Rail with a foreign accent - 
but vou can get champagne at an lx 

“c price, £6forM Of Duv^lU^. 

As the train approaches the tumuA I 
decide to celebrate crossing the fron- 
tier with a glass of fresh orange juice: 
£1.20 for a small bottle. 

6.40, going down: We’re locked into 
our carriage once we’re in the tunnel. 
Twenty-six minutes later, we re re- 
leased as we pop up on French sou. 
Just past Calais you feel the train ac- 
celerating. Then, whoosh - you re 
speeding through France at 300km 
(186 miles) an hour. My French neigh- 
bour removes his Walkman earphones 
to inform me of this. He gets in first, 
just before the French stewardess 
makes a similarly smug announcement. 

8.55, nearly there: We’ve been told 
the bar is about to close, so all looks 
well for the train arriving on time at 
9.17. I’m expecting a long wail for Si- 
moo at the Gare du Nord. Then, just 
as wc reach the outskirts of Paris we 
slow down, and down. Dawdle, daw- 
dle, dawdle. 

9.40, fate but not lost: We finally 
saunter in, 23 minutes late. Simon 
and 1 arrive at the station simultane- 
ously, so it’s a dead heat. A rerun is 
required. 



Saturday, 7.40: Having slept all the 
way from Paris to London, I don’t fed 
like a loser in the Noire Darae to Si 
Martin’s in the Fidds return chal- 
lenge. There were no delays, no hitch- 
es. My only frustration has been 
travelling the one Tube stop between 
Waterloo and the Embankment. 

Harriet O’Brien 


WEATHER 


i 


i 


The British Isles, noon today 


Atlantic chart, noon today 


AA Roadwatch 


General summary and outlook: 

A weak cold Irani will push south-west into Scotland, 
as high pressure centred oil the Irish Sea slips south. 
The north and north-easi ol Scotland will have fur- 
ther rain, with sleet or snow al first in Shetland. Cloud 
will spread down the eastern side of Scotland and 
north-east England with a little rain or drizzle possible 
this afternoon. South-west Scotland and Northern Ire- 
land will be dry with sunny spells, but it will be 
cloudier later. Wales and western and southern coun- 
ties ot England wilt see plenty of sunshine again alter 
any early log and low cloud has cleared. 

High pressure mil continue to dominate the weather 
lor lJTfi next few days. This means that many places 
will stay dry. However, Scotland will be mostly cloudy 
and there will be some light rain and drizzle at times, 
especially in the north and east. The south and west 
will be drier and brighter. The best of the sunshine is 
likely to be in southern and western parts of England 
and Wales, but early next week, wind and cloud will 
increase over south-west England. 
yeslHtfey midday (grnl): tetaxty i.tar, tg.bg; tejnzy. m/rist rjxt sn.snw: samy; iMvider 
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48 hours in 
the life of .. 

I 

the Marais 




You need a break - and a 
short cut to the soul of a 
city. Each week, The 
Independent* provides a 
description for the 
irfect weekend break. 
|This week, Simon Colder 
spends 48 hours in Paris - 
and all of it within the 
medieval boundaries of 
the Marais. 

.• Why go now? 

Because autumn bestows a ex- 
tra layer of atmosphere upon the 
. ancient core of the Right Bank 
af the Seine. Because in just two 
Jays, it pays to concentrate on 
ibis small area of the French 
rapital, rich in both artifice and 
humanity. And because by nip- 
' ting across to Paris, you can re- 
ja in the hour of evening light 
~ dial you'll lose lonighL 

ft&am down 

• : fcjrostar from London Water- 
.00 and Ashford to Paris Gare 
Ju Nord costs a minimum of £69 
- but if you want to travel out 
■ on a Friday and back on Sun- 
jay, the lowest fare is £79. 
From Gare du Nord, you can 

• A-alk to the Marais. 

Most parts of Britain have air 

inks with Charles de Gaulle air- 
- 5ort; you can travel non-stop 
Tom Birmingham, East Mid- 
ands, Edinburgh, London (any 
of five airports), Manchester, 
md Newcastle - and from 
Cardiff or Leeds-Bradfond any 
lay except Sunday. Fares start 

• it around £60 return plus tax- 
s- which, from next Saturday, 
Vu.kotal about £20. 

Ffom the airport, the RER 
;uburban railway will take you 
direct to Chatelet-Les Halles in 
, 35 minutes for 47F. This station 
. s just west of the Marais. 

Get your bearings 

The Marais comprises most of 
:he third and fourth ar- 
ZWrondissements - an area bound- 
by the Seine to the south, rue 
Martin to the west, rue de 
urbigo to the north west, and 
xwlevard Richard Lenoir to the 
east. The medieval web of 
greets within this core is so tan- 
M that the standard tourist 
p of Paris cannot show many 
f the streets. So look for the 
uge open-air street plans that 
:rop up at various locations. 
These have a slot in the side 
where you can buy a map of the 
- immdissement for 5F: you’ll 
: need one for each of the third 
and fourth. 

Check in 

If you yearn for a traditional, 
small Paris lodging-house, 
where you climb a rickety spi- 
'-- 4 staircase to your room at the 
try the Hotel du Marais, 16 
rue de Beauce (00 33 1 42 72 250 
26). But a price of I35F/T50F 
single/twin means you don't get 
much in the way of cleanliness 
or comfort. A better bet is the 
two-star Hotel Picard, 26 rue de 
Picardie (00 33 1 4S S7 53 82), 

■ . where you pay 200F/240F for a 
^iiiingle/double. In both these 
^Epiaces, though, you have to 
pay an extra 20F for a shower. 
There is no such charge at 
rhaps the most charming 
;mall hotel in the Marais, the 
_jtel Caron de Beaumarchais, 

2 rue Vielle du Temple (00 33 
42 72 34 12), which charges 
A ~ipnd 550F/650F single/dou- 
.lci with breakfast an addi- 
inal 54E And even if you are 
leeping elsewhere in economy 
■ inre l odg in g s , glance into the 
lobby of this stylish residence. 


decorated with musical scores 
and antique playing cards. 

Take a ride 

The good news is Lhat the Pom- 
pidou Centre just sneaks within 
the frontier on the west side of 
the Marais. The bad news is that 
this chunky complex, designed by 
Richard Rogers and Renzo Pi- 
ano, is undergoing refurbish- 
ment and is dosed to the public; 
the Tjpi (teepee) planted in the 
square outside is no substitute. 
The good news is that you can 
ride the five-level escalator to the 
gallery at the top, for one of the 
best free views of Paris. 

Take a hike 

It is both templing and easy to 
spend the whole weekend am- 
bling around the Marais. For an 
excellent start, circulate clock- 
wise: begin on rue du Temple, 
turn right along rue de Bre- 
tagne, right again at rue de 
Turenne and right into rue St- 
Antoine, which quickly be- 
comes rue de Rivoli. 

Celebrate the immense de- 
tail of the Mantis: the absurd fig- 
ures decorating doors heavy 
with age, the meticulous expla- 
nations on street signs that tell 
you the origin of names (no sug- 
gest ion is given as to the back- 
ground of Pierre au Lard, who 
has a me named after him near 
the Pompidou Centre, but his 
street is next to the impasse dn 
Boeuf). 

This circuit will give you a 
good introduction to the area, 
whose name translates as 
“marsh” When the land was 
drained, an ambitious pro- 
gramme of building took place. 
Many grand structures have 
survived, most of them elabo- 
rate hotels - private mansions 
rather than public lodgings. 
One of the most miraculous is 
the Hdtel de Sully, on the north 
side of rue de Rivoli at the end 
of your walk. You can nip into 
both the outer and inner court- 
yards, to be transported to 
Grand-Sifecle tranquillity. 

Lunch on the run 

A Monoprix supermarket op- 
posite the Hotel de Sullywfll pro- 
vide you with a picnic. Or join 
the queue outside Chez Mari- 
anne, on rue des Rosters at the 
corner of rue des Hospitaliers St- 
Gervais. You can feast inside on 
Middle Eastern nosh, but those 
short of time and/or cash can 
queue up for takeaway falafel - 
huge, stuffed pitta pouches for 
20F each. Before you join the 
line, buy a ticket from die shop 
part of the complex 

Cultural afternoon 

Fbrget the rest of the capital’s 
museums and galleries; even 
within the bounds of the Marais 
there is more than enough to 
sate your spirit over a weekend. 

Fbr an undemanding warm- 
up, start at the Maison Eu- 
ro p^enne de la Photographie 
(just south of rue de Rivoli at5 
rue de Fourcy, admission 30F). 

A graceful gallery has been 
slotted on to medieval founda- 
tions. The present highlight is 
Annie Assouline’s collection of 
FiMges de Pierre , photographed 
in Rome a year ago. . 

The neighbourhood heavy- 
weight, though, is to be found 
within the Hdtel Said. The Pi- 
casso Museum at 5 rue de 
Thorigny is set m the 17th- 
ceutury home of a salt tax col- 
lector. He was deariy a man of 
some wealth and taste: if&worth 
paying the 30F entrance fee 
just, to admire the fine stucco 
work in the opulent entrance 



The Marais is plump with places of worship: St Denis du Saint Sacrement 


halL Bui, of course, the true trea- 
sures here are the excellently pre- 
sented sketches, paintings and 
sculptures of the modem mas- 
ter. Leave at (east two hours to 
take in the staggering range of 
Picasso's techniques and styles. 

Window shopping 
If the Marais has a high street, 
then it is rue Rambuteau - the 
dividing line between the third 
and fourth ammdissements, 
which feels curiously like the 
main thoroughfare of a provin- 
cial town. Drool a little on the 
charcuterie and patisserie, then 
go east to rue VieDe du Temple. 
The highest concentration of 


retro shops is located here, 
selling all that Seventies junk - 
sorry, cultural antiques - you 
never knew you needed. If you 
actually want something useful 
and good value, then locate the 
curly old ironwork of the Car- 
reau du Temple. On Saturday 
and Sunday mornings, this love- 
ly, airy market devotes itself to 
cheap clothing. 

Demure dinner 
A three-course meal in the 
middle of Paris for a fiver? Still 
possible, and a lot tastier and 
jollier than you might fear. The 
venue is Le F’tit Gavroche, in 
the heart of the gay quarter at 


35 rue Ste-Croix de la Breton- 
nifere. Between 7pm and 10pm. 
you pay 48 F for three decent 
courses of, say, paid, fish and 
gateau. Wine is similarly 
budget-priced. If yon are pre- 
pared to spend a little more, the 
Marais has dozens of tempting 
possibilities. An excellent local 
favourite is Amadeo, south of 
Rivoli at 1 9 rue Ffcaaptis Miron; 
book in advance on 00 33 1 48 
87 01 02. 

Sunday morning: go to 
church 

From the Armenian Cathedral 
to the aeronautical buttresses of 
St Gctvais, the Marais is plump 


Summer time officially ends 
tonight, when the clodts go 

back an hour. But according to 
English Heritage, which looks 
after some of the country’s 
"finest properties, it finished 
some time ago. 

After a hyper-stressful trip to 


Paris and back (see opposite 
page) iast weekend, I wan- 
dered along to Chiswick Bark to 
unwind. . 

The Enghsh summer was giv- 
ing its final, vintage afternoon 
performance. An unusually be- 
nign October sun beamed 
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cheerfully over this rambling 
West London repository of 
calm. The picture was per- 
fected by Chiswick House, a 
PaQadian v3ia at the heart of the 
park. Sunlight dappled the 
handsome sandstone, making 
the Eari of Burlington’s 18th- 
century creation look especial- 
ly winning and bringing summer 
1997 to a triumphant finale. 

An English Heritage sign 
outside gave details of opening 
times in-October: “ 10 ain- 6 pm, 
or dusk if earlier". So, shield- 
ing my eyes against the solar 
glare, I looked for the entrance. 

Five minutes later, having 
circumnavigated the property 
twice, I concluded lhat the 
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place was locked, 
bolted and empty. 

Wirfa a dazzling 
golden orb still 
hanging happily 
somewhere over 
Hounslow, dusk 
seemed at least an 
hour away. Yet the 
sun had already metaphorical- 
ly set on Chiswick House. 

So, instead, I wandered off to 
commune with (be gossiping 
geese. Later, my dictionary re- 
vealed dusk to be “the darker 



stages of twilight”, 
and in tom defined 
twilight as “soft Kgbt 
after sunset". . 

I couldn't help 
noticing the adjacent 
definition for twilight 
zone, which sounded 
a wonyingly precise 
definition of my neighbourhood: 
“inner-city area where houses 
have become dilapidated". Still, 
at least as a permanent, rather 
than temporary, London resi- 
dent. 1 can return some time 


with places of worship. Visit any 
or all for a more spiritual ex- 
perience than Notre-Dame. 
Perhaps the most joyfully un- 
expected is St Denis du Saint 
Sacrement, at the north end of 
rue du Tfemple, where the mid- 
morning light floods the virtu- 
ous vacuum in the vast nave, 
then glances around the capa- 
cious dome. 

Bracing brunch 
Manage Freres is a Marais in- 
stitution, a genteel tea-room on 
rue du Bourg Tibouig. At week- 
ends you can choose from four 
brunch options, of which the 
best (though not the biggest) is 


soon. But 1 fear such a casual 
' attitude to tourism displayed by 
English Heritage will be re- 
garded by foreign tourists as de- 
courtesy. As Britain’s share of 
the global tourism cake con- 
tinues to decline, there are 
sound economic, as well as 
moral, grounds for showing re- 
spect to overseas visitors. 

Most foreign countries demon- 
strate huge amounts of respect 
to British tourists - especially, 
in my experience, Arab nations. 
Gareth Davis, who presents 
Travel Live for the cable chan- 
nel Travel, says he shares this 
view, but with one notable ex- 
ception: Tunis airport, where the 


Le Gouvemeur. For an all-in 
price of 165F, you get a cocktail 
manage, fresh fruit juice, 
muffins, a mountain of 
savouries and a raid on the 
patisserie selection wheeled 
around on the chariot colonial. 
No need to eat again for a week. 

A walk in the park 

After a brunch like that, you’ll 
need one. A particular delight 
of the Marais is the number of 
green spaces (and since dogs are 
banned from them, they com- 
prise the only places where you 
can afford to lift your eyes from 
careful study of the ground). 
One pocket-sized favourite, the 


Arabic spirit of generosity 
appears to have been 
extinguished. 

At the end of a trip to 
Tunisia, Mr Davis found his GB 
Airways flight delayed by six 
hours. He sought solace in the 
executive lounge. But at Tunis 
airport, even premium passen- 
gers are limited (o just two 
drinks. 

Mr Davis sipped his way 
through the allowance as slowly 
as he could, then set off to find 
additional refreshment. A 
coffee vendor was selling small 
cups of the beverage for three 
dinars. At around £1.80, the is 
many times the going rate in 
downtown Tunis. 


Photograph; Simon Odder 


Jardin de I’Holel de Sens, takes 
only half a minute to wander 
through, but provides a private 
view into the elaborate back gar- 
den of the mansion-Or try the 
square du Tfemple: a village-sized 
green complete with bandstand 
and duck pond, where you can 
meet the dozens of nationalities 
resident in the Marais. 

Inevitably, though, you wOJ 
gravitate to the place des Vos- 
ges - a perfect square in both 
the mathematical and archi- 
tectural senses. Laze around on 
the newly accessible grass, for 
a liberating contrast to the 
Strict formality of the hand- 
somely doned town houses. 


What about people who 
had spent all their local cur- 
rency? “No problem." said the 
coffee man. “You can pay with 
sterling." 

How much will a cup cost 
then? “£5." 

After he had stopped laugh- 
ing, Mr Davis started worrying. 
“There were lots of families 
stuck in a hot. airless departure 
lounge, with no way of escap- 
ing to the outside world. The 
abuse of a monopoly meant par- 
ents could end up paying £20 for 

a round of soft drinks. It seems 
a shame that this could be the 
main memory for people re- 
turning from an otherwise 
lovelv country." 


V 


l\ 

V 



THE INDEPENDENT 

SATURDAY 

25 OCTOBER 1**7 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


4/TRAVEL 




OVERSEAS, UK 




FAX: 01 7' 2932505 


Overseas Travel 


LunnPoly 

The t'A"i -Vo./ I In! i tiny ' 


ASIA 1BQ57MTDL 7332B 


LOW COST 
FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 


RETURN FARES 
FROM LONDON 


From 

NEW YORK £155 

BOSTON £155 

WASHINGTON £160 

LOS ANGELES £220 

MIAMI £229 

SAN FRANCISCO £245 

TORONTO £169 

JOHANNESBURG £259 

HONG KONG £375 

SYDNEY £449 

DUSSELDORF £79 

BELFAST £59 

BRUSSELS £53 

AMSTERDAM £53 

PARIS £53 


For details of ffigbts call iito yobt local 


I*'/; Miliil-n’-i 


© 099081 11 11* 

Lines open Hon-Fri 9-530, Sat 9-5. 

CHECK LUNN POLY PRICES 
BEFORE YOU BOOK 
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Departure oaf*, '/ary Daiafc awmattn h shops. Ota appfcjs » new bodies 
Crty. Limn Paly reserve tfw rtqht to twMrw these An antuut notice. 


WHY PAY FOR 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
WHEN YOU CAN 
GET IT FREE AT 
LUNN POLY? 

Free travel insurance on all overseas 
holidays over {329. Just ask at any 
Lunn Poly Holiday Shop. 


Lunn Poly 

A better w'cy to getaway 


Fin kramnsa iRfci to hoddsy* —to ■ Mtoi i* le to 17 Cars tdy. CB3 
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Travel Services 


Holidays for 

SINGLES 

neW friends... 

Si:.;;:.- - h*. with r.'--’. 

: 0 -SJ 'a:..J 5 'eh. 

n il'Vv adventures... 

A*.\.V- r.-.rve ■o':L.tl7:-;.-.r l v;i-.; v 

n eW destinations... 

UK and W;:-.t;wid-. 

Going 


OI8I95L28II 


JORDON. EGYPT. ISRAEL Taflor- 
mado Hnnki Cad Oflatfrabon 
Red Seaon 0181 4408809 AflTA 
V01 22 ATOL 3651. 


Special Interest Holidays 


Puis other holidays in the shade 



EXODUS 

^Walking Holidays*^* 

Leaders In small group treks and walks worldwide (1-4 weeks) 

9 Weir Road, London SW12 0LT. Ring 0181 673 0859 for brochure 
http://Ww.exodustraveis.co.uk 


Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN: UaBorcm & 
Menorean farmhouses wtth pools 
to unspoilt areas. IBM Broctfura. 
01954 SGI 431 ATTO ATOL 2787 



Exotic Holidays 



Corsica 


CORSICAN PLACES. The Corsican 
spsdaSst. Lowly tango at vWas, 
cottas**, a pts ft haute. Vary 
friendly, personal service. Tel: 
01424 400046. ATOL 2647 AITO. 

SIMPLY CORSICA. Discover the 
Metfltenaneon's best-kept secret 
an Mend ol glorious beaches and 
spectacular mountains, untar- 
nished by mass touitam. Vuiaa 
with pools, seaside cottages, 
mountain auberges and stylish 
hotets. Cal (0181) 80S 0323. 

AHTA V1337 ATOL 1922 AITO 


SCOPE 


1 m ^ 1 









Germany 


GERMANY - Daffy low cost FBgMs 
and hotel accomnodatlon. AH 
infer credit canto. Please caN 
German Travel Centre 0181 429 
2900. AfiTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 
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imwTl gsonp exploratory hottqxyx You'll see tncnra 

• Cultural Tours • Nature Tours 

• Easy Hikes • Wilderness Safaris 

• Major Treks • Seatrefcs 

• River Journeys • Tallshlp voyages 

Owr 170 adventures In Europe. Greece. Turkey. 
Egypt. Middle East Africa. India. China. Japan. Asia. 
Americas. Aus.-TC. S days to 6 weeks. Prices 
from £339 W £3945. 

CaH for brochure 

o 01252 344161 if, 

Explore Worldwide (SI) T- 
AJdentot, 0UU dlQ 

Fully Bonded ASTO/ATOL 2595 


mm 


WAtger 

The specialism travel to 

CHILE 

BortU^aiBispblK 

0181 7478315 


0181 7473108 

Mumlirtg 4Kkt; 

014183111441 

onvtss oaaa at wo - rut we 


♦SOUTHERN AFRICA* 

Qtfti/i t/tc (Speda&ti 

SARtravei is the longest established 
UK travel company to Southern Africa. 

We offer tailor made tours & safaris to: South Africa, 
Zimbabwe. Namibia. Botswana. Malawi & Mauritius. 


■a&Uiox 0171 2871133 


SUVrereHemicd 

fcgaKv Fie* • l—i Tanut, Sora* U«*kfl • VTOiVft *hx. On 2X" IJ.M 
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BEST FLIGHT DEALS 


With over 22 leading scheduled airlines 
in Economy. Business or first Class 

konomtimm foeaetmet 

Bangkok £377 Hong Kong £377 

Singapore £371 Beijing £399 

Bali £459 Tokyo S99 

Kuala Lumpur £454 Manila £377 

Bombay £327 Saigon £459 


BEST HOLIDAYS 


For business Journeys or pure holidays. 
Exotic options indude: 

tssssr 


IVIALAYSIA 

£545'^-n 

'"=to» & Tz* t.-.c’e.nz. 



MULTI-DESTINATIONS 


Out spedaRty is muW-destlretion trips. blending dtles, touis 
and beadles. Inducting flights, aaummodatioo & day tours. 
London > Singapore >■ Hong Itong > 

Thailand > London .flights from £573 

London ► Sktgapore ► Bafi "> London -flights front £589 

London ► Vietnam >Mataysla >• . . ____ 

Ibndon l -flights from £567 

and many moreUI Cadi now for our Brochure 


Slrrjln jfLnwk ^7 t 

■sew i jfjnatogab, 


I Cathay Awnnc KJLM 
Lowms 


fc i :L T i - 1 - T : T q 

|a 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 


omidm 12 WghSUtoL Alton. Harts. GU3* 1BX I 

Qf ■^te2! 

52 RegcDt Street UndoaWIR 6DX SSSl*«TaH 

FAX: 0S420-82S33 or 0171-287 4522 

<Miteite>ubhcttoi na4in »it»g»«ceom«pnteJA 


beachc5J®5 

W3 ^^SS?eature 

5Even of N* 

ndusive resorts on 


SKI 



5? . , 

BEACHOJNrtt* 1 ' 


unrivalled servica 

unsurpassed cudk* 

and tlw finest 

jpofting faeflities 
caB us on 

01483533008 

a contact your local 
independent travd 
agent 



Winter Sun 



TSAR GAZING 

RUSSIA FRSM £369 


Singles Holidays 


DISCOVER 

THE DIFFERENCE 


Travel with your own local guide to 
the heart of Southeast Asia - on a 

1 to 1 basis (female guide; only for female clients) 

No groups - No tour bus - just flexible Itineraries that 
take you on a personal journey of discovery. 

Stand out from the crowd and discover the real S.E. Asia. 

1+ 1 Travel - Pixmr Jbr your unique brochurr 

Cg 01823 432 604 pdayimti) 


Loss of Passport 

expe n ses up to 


l*g4 Expenses up 
to £2300 
Personal Lhddkiy 
Covwageop u 
£1 Million . : 


The Travel Insurance Club Ltd. 

08001635 18 


Greece 


Premiums 

30 Days 

LIB 

60 Days 

C33 

90 Davs 

£48 

110 Days 

C63 

150 Days 

£.78 

183 Days 

£05 

213 Da vs 

£108 

243 Days 

£120 

274 Days 

£132 

304 Days 

£144 

335 Days 

£155 

365 Dsn s 

£165 


Greek 

Islands Club 

VBa holidays for these who 
want m ese^e the crow* 
n ayte and confer. 
RVC0$>tTWCA<CB>KUaW 
Ziwn-KmmA.CcBBj 
SnnKS'Ssmas’AuMBas 

For n brochure telephone 

01932 220477 

htp^tMww.vdi.ee.uUMte/ 
AffTA V795J ATOtM AITO 


fbrtugal 


SIMPLY PORTUGAL - Truly taftvid- 
uaI vuias with pools, glorlaus 
manor housea & selected hotels 
& pousodss aB over this taseftua- 
kig country, plus DexSAe ' WSndw- 
ing' hotkeys & tity breaks. 0181 
995 9323. ABTA VI 337 ATOL 
1922 Ana 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL Cottages 
with pools In unspoilt North. 
Mmho & Douro. >996 Brochure 
01954 261431 AITO ATOL 2787 


SIMPLY CRETE 1898 Brochure Out 
Non EscapB the mainstream and 
expertenco the real Crota. 
Restored country cottages. vBlas 
«tth private pools. ouaSty aport- 
ments and tamdy-nn hotels. Plus 
(stood WandBdng and S n o rf at 
Uitarest Holidays. 0181 985 8323 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 AITO 

SPRING FLOWERS Breathtaking 
vfawa A empty beaches. Discover 
Western Crete tram ix village 
houses. Tel 0181 760 0879 ATOL 
Z757A/TO 

SIMPUT IOWAN 1998 ftochura Out 
Now. Pas os, Corfu. Ls&as. 
Meganlsi, Ithaca, Cophalorfa. 
Zakvnlhoa. Vfflw with private 
pools, bunay-nai hotelo ana sea- 
sWe cottages m beautiful loea- 
tkms away horn the mavwre a m. 
0181 885 9323. ABTA VI 337 
ATOL 1322 AITO. 


See our new I99S brochure for bargain city 
breaks starting at just £369. Alternatively, 
you may wish to take a special twin centre 
city break to Moscow and St Petersburg, 
or an art and culture tour from £645. 

In 1 998 make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the 
specialist. Intourist Travel. Call us now for 
more details. 


IONPON MA'itlHlilEF OlAIOOUi 

0171 538 8600 0161 8340230 0(41 204 5809 
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THE WIDEST RANCE OF VILLAS 


TUSCANY • UMBRIA • VENETO * 
LAZIO • SICILY 

% For. oor. latest brochure call-. IT" 

I 0990 675075 M 



z OVER 30? 
ON YOUR 
r»>*Ei OWN? 

HOLIDAYS UMflED 

JOIN US ON A U.K BREAK 
RELAX.. ENJOY.. HAVE FUN.. 
WITH VERY GOOD COMPANY 

Leisurely Programs and Fully Hosted 
FOR FULL PROGRAM 

PHONE 0161 -490-397 1 


TUrkev 


SIMPLY 

nrkcv 


." 99 .< B.-'A.cr; c ji : 


mlfuemtrafnmlcaaagtt. 

rtOat wtlh privau pod* aad 
friodh hdfl* PUu jmrflctHe 
TVi ndrrtng ' program*, speaal 
bams* hotojact, gdrt ermadg 
and Uxanbvl cky t>mdu. 

0181 995 9323 

uruviuT uw. IK 2 inti 


Self Cateiing UK 


HOSEASOKS 

Country 

COTTAGES 


LunnPoly 
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WHY PAY MORE FOR 
YOUR WINTER ’97/8 
OVERSEAS HOLIDAY? 

AT IfAST 10% OFF W UWtH P01Y 

Across a hflge ruge of brock « res. (jib Poly 
offer store discoiits on sore wliter holidays 
tkaa any other travel ageaL Offer isdsdes late 
deals and charter flights. 

lust take ost oir Belidayare insiraice when 
yosbowk*. 

CHECK LUNN POLY PIKES BEFORE YOU BOOK 


Lunn Poly 
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Zimbabwe Botswana. 

SOUTH AFRICA MAURITIUS 


Tel: 01489 878593 or 0171 

JOINT VENTURE TRAVEL PLC -TOL431 


Mauritius 


- ’ ■ ■? VV v \ c \ r i o n s , 

id It ft Kit t L '' VAl - mm 


Our brochure 00^3 

including ‘all inclusive . 

Prices start h«n just E698 per P^n- 

wedding and honeymoon oftsrs. 

For full details ash lor our ,0 

I he people who kno w the islands best . 


■ Brochures ■ Rcsef'-iuons |^.ti 

S 1 0181-864 443LM 


la” H-toto 80-100 M. Hgg 1 * <MwCT 2*L2L 







STUNNING CUBA! Interchange Tel. 
0181 681 3612 ATOL 2-129 



$ Don’t forgft 
£ to mention'.. 
% The Independent . 
'- when replying 
\jo adverts 

.. .- M 
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NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS - Dfcs- 
tinaive Inns ibmily homes, non- 
Slop flights w Boston, brochure 
Line: 01727 852211. Fully 

bonded. ABTA V$164 AITO ATOL 
2976. 


Isle of Wight 


Hand-pklwd cotuga 
throughout Britain. 
Svadde and cnumrvdik-. 
Free coLxu brochure. 



r SELF-DRIVE 

SHORT BREAKS 

ISLE OF WIGHT 
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HB P l*rw 

DEPARTURES EVERY DAY 
(Now- 20 Dec 1 2 Jn -Jfllartft 1998) 

• SpeaacJaiiocaoor 

• Panoramc saa vwm from ol rooms 

• Luqjry J* HcM (AAA BAC] 

• All rooms ov suite vNh ooloit 
7V B FREE KB 4 coHre 

• « pneas mdutia FREE Car Fetry 

Phone for Brochure 

0181-980 7244 

Hotday ifcuranceCT^S-Euereal 


Scotland 


Poland 


CASPiAJY TRAVEL 




INDEPENDENT TRAVEL podegaa. 
Alt larjs. groups- ffJTERCHANGL 
0161 881 3612 ATOL 2429 


SIMPLY TUSCANY & UMBMA Tra- 
dotonal country «Bfe Bpartmonts 
•rtth pod and flexible. fty-cVlffl 
hoHdays taunog Aannoig. M- 
muto hotels. Pta Special Inttras 
HaBdays and slwn breaks t n Flo - 
im Plwsa coH 0181 9959323. 
ABTA V1337 ATOL 1827 AITO 


YEAfMtOUND ALTERNATIVE holi- 
days. Alpuprra tBjpon, Southern 
Span. MagrtScoffl setting, meat- 
wns. efimate, poet gardons. per- 
sonal devwtopmem courses. 
(0l«M| 78272a 

ANDALUCIA GAUON. Unspoflt mtn 
wDegeXovely traditional 

hsft'aptS 9ps ZHMagteol oourt- 
ratfMxtfK gdnsTteatad pootYr 
round 
condprte.WaBte J low flr MilrfeTet: 
0171 7209748 

CASAS CAWTABR1CAS HoBdays In 
Beautiful 8 Unspoflt Spain & Por- 
tugal. Bcoch. 01223328721 AITO 

VINTAGE SPAIN: Country houses 
-ilh pools in unspoflt areas al 
Catalunya and Andaluela nt 
csUl 1998 Brochure. 01954 
281431 AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 


Cotswolds 


GREAT VALUE quafiiv cottagos. 
Over 160 hi The Cotswolds. 
01282 44S721 (UCllB). 




DEVON CONNECTION, Luxury 
Bora, pooL tar TW 0154560364 
CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages through out (01752) 
260711. 

FOWEY.'POLRUAN. Charming 
WBierekte cottages Superb 
Views. Central Healaig. Dlnghios 
avertable. Pols welcome. 01579 
344667 

-DEVON CONMECTTON: Cottages, 
bams, houses, tel 01548 560 **, 
COfireSH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hot oft the press new 1898 best 
ewer colour brochure. Phono 
me!! 01756702201 
CORNISH COUNTRY MANOR. 
Enchasing Tamar VaJtey Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Country lovers rehaaL Autumn 
brks E98 3rtE DBAB. 01B22 

f IT u ; 

A FINE SELECTION of Cottagos on 
both coasts of Corn ml and on 
Scilly. 1998 Brochure now avoll- 

obfo from Cemteh TrsdMonal OX- 

lages. (0990)134967. 7 day par- 
sonal service 9am-Bpm. 

QUIET MID DEVON Exceptional 
load 3nte DBS CBD 013S348616S 
GREAT VALUE quo«y cottages. 
Over 430 in Dmn. 01282 445721 
0JCI01). 

Dorset 

BARN CONVERSION. Sleeps 456. 
both en-sufia. ETB. 4 keys com- 
mended. Stunning countryside, 
poocohd locabon, near coast 
Non-smokers ptoase. Vacant lor 
Christmas, let. ID13D8) SGB270. 


BRITAIN'S BEST Self Drive War- 
rowboat Hofldnys. Widest chorco 
Beginners very welcome Tel 
01905 720625. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY-, Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. (0f256) 
703691. 

OCTOBER SPECIAL otlore. Slow 
down on our award winning cared 
bools. Snort breaks a spectafty. 
For Brochure Tel- (0121J 4452909. 


East Anglia 


AMAZING VALUE East AngUa col 
leges. 1998 colour brochure. Pete 
wetcomo. Ter- (D17S61 702205. 



Ireland 


EMERALD COTTAGES 

mr 


mm 


PATTY or 2 PLUS MW 

Cork. Kerry, Www.Ntne.aare, 
Umentk. Msdow. Waterfore, 
WBrtbro, TTcpawy, Donegal, 
algo, OfWy I Rossattenon. 
KM 1998 ROOMS - OUT RON 


mar- 


SHAMROCK Cottagos. 286 select 
Individual cottages in superb 
locations Disc Fares. AfTO. Col 
Bra 01833 681068 
IRISH COUNTRY Holidays - the 
premia choice. Over 300 tncSwri- 
ual conages. larmhousos. hotels. 
Rivet Shannon cruising S gypsy 
caravans ell la hlghBSl standards. 
Many welcome pels CaH. 01502 
560 665 (24/ni. 

STEAL AWAY AND HIDE horn I ho 
world. Caahol House Hotel. Con- 
nemara Co. Galway. Free 
broch. 00353953 1 001 



HILLTHWAfTE HOUSE. Wlndor- 
mere. Thombarrow Road, over- 
I aoWng take. All rooms on sulta 
Isom© wHh Jncuzrt baths) Sato)- 
IKo TV. too ruling. Sauna, Tylo 
Steam Hoorn ana heaiod Indoor 
pod sohsty far our guests' use. 
Zntghls, Scourso dormer BAB 
met VAT only C83. fmlglTB only 
030. Brochure. 015394 43836 
LAKE DISTRICT Welcome Cot 
tagoa Hoi afl the grass new 1998 
best ever colour bradsira Phone 
nowll 01756702200 


New Forest 


BUSKETTS LAWN HOTEL Wood- 
lands. Delightful Country House. 
Comfort hospitality, generous 
menus. Christmas prog. 01703 
2S2Z72 

Norfolk 

SWAFFHAM RAC 2* Fine Qeargisi 
House. Own grounds, all rooms 
on suite with TV. phono, hafadryer 
ale. Bar. restaurant poridng. Sol 
mart el I '4 mile C26.S0pp p.n. 
B+B Lydnoy House Hotel Freep- 
hono 0800 960 2480 

Northumbria 

SUPERB cotugos. Northumbno. 
York Dales. Lakes. PooKs Sykes 
Cottagos 01244 3*5700 

wyrw.jitfn.to.uk/3ykeS 


Country Cottages 
in Scotland 

ExCEPThMiAL holiday 
properties in the most 
beautiful rraat ni land. 
FXE4 a* Wilt NLS.HUU 

Ring co** 4 *©) hsiuj 

Quote wiM ■:« n r » 


SCOTLAND’S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES Hot oh Dio p*us-; new 
1998 beci over colour brochuro 
Phono nawl! 01756 702213 
EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT. 4 
bed sloops 8. S bows, swimming 
pool A prlvalo parking, gym 8 
sauna. W'end Friday. Monday 
S245, a uo some weeks available 
01668 215314 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house eeponence. 
roar Ludlow. 3 night breaks I ram 
275. Colour Broctv 91584 823209 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOMBE. Bnckwali Hotel. 
Bmtkr. Tudor Manor. Autumn 
biks. Hoot pool 2 rrtghts £i02pp 
BSB 3rd nt occotn hoa.poy 230 
only lor dlnnor & breaklasL RAC 
restauranl award 91-98. 01424 
87025311 

BEST OF BRIGHTON & SUSSEX 
conngos can olfer apis. cons, 
houses, ctosc lo sea, town & 
country**). Tol: (01273) 308779 


West Countty 



- c Hs 5-.1C6 css-: cofosr.!:.-3s 

01505 -iSSOSS 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


YORK OVER 25% OFF. Hewonh 
Court Hotel. Brochure 01904 
425156 

DALES BEAUTIFUL RENNOVATED 
Stone Barns. Sleep 4 lo 17. pats 
welcome, brochure 0800 B54309. 
SUPERB cottages. Yorks Deles, 
Northumbria. Lakes, Peaks. 
Sykes Coitagee 01244 345700. 
wwwLjBtaco uk/ sykes 

YORKSHIRE DALES, Moore 8 
Coast. Over 200 vc cotta. 
Brochure I017S6) 70087a 


UK Travel 
Advertising 
also appears on 
page 8. 
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Fork All prop.’itiw^ iiirm^ln-d 
It* Ihi* hi^busi vIjiuIjM . 

Flmln ir<vr Iit |ni-.nl,'Ur hnahun- 

01239-881397 ,: ^ 


MS CO7TAGES/FARMH0USES 
Ihtougnoth Wales; all Tourtel 
Board Grodod Woles Holidays - 
01888 tSS7E7 

BRECON BEACONS. Ora 100 sic 
Mttagee some sleep upto 3 d. 
Many loss then 2250 per week 
tfkjtfsoa son Tot 01874 676446 

555 Cottages, 'FAHMHOUSES 

throughout Wales: OB Toumi 
Board Graded. Wain HoikJays 
01 B88 625267 

PEMBROKESHIRE cottage Water- 
way view Inn nearby. Brochure 
u24 * time 

G °* ER Idyllic I7C (arm house in 
200 acres. prolocutor views 
onsite. BBS EM 227. Ik bat. 
AA,RAC. Brad) 01269 535840 


ATO 

™ ASSOCIATION 

OF NDEPENOENT 

TOUR OPERATORS 


For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
■"flexible' and 
original - 
book AITO! 

A irnn* 1 ' FREE C ° P> 0f thc 

AITO Directory listing all member 

- com Pames. ple ase telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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Creole charm in unchartered territory 

















Mauritius has .become known as 
the most exclusive of upmarket 
holiday destinations. But, as 
Katerina Roberts discovered, there 
are plenty of beautiful places for 
the non-millionaire to stay in. 


The Freach priest’s dusty and dented 
Morris Oxford charged through motley 
3 crews of dogs and hysterical chickens. As 
he spun round comers, we blenched and 
stiffened. We jerked over potholes and 
clutched at whatever was to hand. “Casse 
coal tar!” he growled through clenched 
teeth, and laughed like a hyena. “You know 
this Creole saying, eh?’’ 

In Mauritius, nearly everyone speaks 
French, and although the official language 
is English the lingua franca is Creole. Out- 
rageously colourful, full of double entendre 
and imagery. Creole is a constantly chang- 
ing language that confounds not only 
French linguists, but Mauritians too. “Casse 
coal tar?" I muttered. Perhaps I had been 
away too long -each visit enriches my Cre- 
ole vocabulary, but this particular expres- 
sion baffled me. 

This tiny island in the Indian Ocean, 

. '< 1,400 miles from the east coast of Africa, 
has managed to preserve its upmarket im- 
age ever since tourism took off in the Sev- 
enties . Charter flights are banned and 
relentless promotions highlight the regal 
excellence of its hotels, which border 
blindingly white beaches - and have im- 
peccable service to match. “‘But," said my 
Mauritian cousin, “paradise comes at a price 
- unless you know where to look." 

And then she pul paid to the mysteiy 
of casse coal tar. “Casser means to break," 
she said, “and your priest was probably dri- 
ving so fast that he was tearing up the sur- 
face or 'coal tar’ before it had set hard on 
the roads." - 

But not all roads in Mauritius are 
^ bumpy. Gucei-style globetrotters are met 
in limousines and whisked along a alky- 
smooth highway to hedonistic hideaways. 
If rubbing shoulders with celebrities and 
stars turns you on, then naturally you have 
lo pay up. But why get charged die earth 
when you can use the same beaches, the 
same coral-fringed lagoons and the same 
restaurants, and stay at places such as 
Pereybere, just a few miles from the island's . 
most developed resort. Grand Baie, at a 
fraction of the price? 

Here you can rent lovely rooms in leafy 
lanes, comfortable bungalows and modern 


Photo: Mark Pain 


Mauritius: where.- paradise comes at a price - unless you know where to look 


Getting there: The only direct flights from Britain are on Air Mauritius (0171- 
434 4375) from Heathrow and Manchester for £635 plus tax, and British Airways 
(0345 222111) from Gatwick. Air Mauritius goes non-stop from London, where- 
as BA refuels at Nairobi. 

Numerous companies offer inclusive holidays based on these flights, including 
Beachcomber (01483 533008), British Airways Holidays (01293 615353) and Hayes 
& Jarvis (0181-748 5050). 

You can also sail from Felixstowe to Mauritius in four weeks, on a cargo ves- 
sel. for £2380 one way. Book through Strand Voyages (01 71-836 6363). 

More information: the Mauritius Government Tourist Office is part of the High 
Commission at 32 Elvaston Place, London SW7 5NW (0171-584 3666). 


apartments in Icrw-rise complexes with 
swimming-pools. All within a few minutes’ 
stroll of the sea. No wonder Pfcrcybere ap- 
peals to the free-spirited on a budget, and 
its popular with Mauritians, loo. Beach bare 
and unpretentious Creole restaurants dish 
up specialities such aspoulets auxtrois mer- 
vaOes and mind-blowing curries such as vin- 
daye. Best of all, Percy be re’s bus service is 
a godsend for (he unpackaged soul, who. 
for a few rupees, can explore the coast or 
visit the capital. Port Louis. 

Here, supermarkets are well slocked, im- 
personal and off-puttingly European. For 
the unadulterated Mauritian shopping ex- 
perience, try haggling over the price of paw- 
paws and pineapples from old boys on bikes, 
or barter for multicoloured beach wraps and 
T-shirts at prices well below those of ho- 
tel boutiques. Minimalists, meanwhile, 
can buy anything from loo roll to Jycbees 
in higgledy-piggledy. Chinese-run comer 
shops. 

The sun sets early here throughout the 


year, and it makes sense to arrive at your 
evening destination by 630pm. After 
dark buses are scarce and you may have 
to rely on taxis, or hire a car at around £40 
a day. Hitching may be the only alterna- 
tive outside tourist areas. Bui whether you 
thumb or drive, be warned that Mauritius 
has one of the highest road accident fig- 
ures in the world, and since a national road 
improvement plan was introduced to 


resurface main roads, the driving has got 
faster. 

One of these new roads hugs much of 
the southern coast, starting from Bel 
Ombre, with views of limpid lagoons and 
deserted beaches on one side and undul- 
ating fields of sugar cane on the other. 
Now and again powerful rollers pound 


the great wastes of the Antarctic. 

Al Bel Ombre, the only vehicles you are 
likely to encounter are lumbering lorries 
laden with fat sheaves of sugar cane and 
minibuses crammed with caoe-cuiters 
bound for the nearby factory. The air is 
heavy with the heady aroma of molasses. 
Walking along shaded avenues of coconut 
trees, scrambling over blade volcanic rocks 
to discover coral caves, or wandering 
through acres of velvety-green sugar cane 
fields, is a world away from the maelstrom 
of the tourist track in the north. 

In between walking we waved down 
buses and bumped along rutted roads up- 
hill through towns and villages to Curepipe, 
in the centre of the island. Nearby, Plaine 
Champagne has lcrvely lush forest land and 
walking trails that lead to magnificent view- 
points such as Ton aux Ceris and Black Riv- 


daubed against a peacock-blue sky. 

Mauritians are cultured, humorous and 
helpful to visitors. They are a mixed bag 
of nations. Most of their forefathers came 
from India to work as indentured labour- 
ers just after slavery was abolished in 1 835, 
but descendants of settlers from Europe and 
China, and African slaves, have produced 
such a diversity of skin colour that it doesn't 
matter who you are, or where you come 
from - you are accepted and welcomed as 
part of the multicultural landscape. 

We spent our F"al days exploring the 
rugged south coast, with its rolling hills of 
sugar cane and rocky cliff lops. Picnicking 
on a grassy headland at the island’s most 
southern point, Gris Oris, reputed to be 
linked with witchcraft, we could have been 
forgiven for thinking that Dorset had been 
misplaced on the map. As we squinted 
through the glare of a tropical sun across 
the wilderness of the ocean, no witches 
came. But then they wouldn't, in this 
earthly paradise. 


er Gorge. 

Pocket-sized mountains pop up from 
against beaches unprotected by coral 'gentle landscapes, tike natural com- 
reefs - reminding you that due south lie passes, silhouetted against swirls of cloud 
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UK Travel Taxing on the runway 
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From I November, 

British airport tax 
doubles. But if you plan 
carefully you may be able 
to avoid it Neil Toyior, 
managing director of 
Regent Holidays, offers 
some advice. 

^ The YeUow Pages in Bristol, like 
those in most big cities, are full 
of advertisements from tax ex- 
perts offering advice on income 
tax, capital tax and inheritance 
tax. Surprisingly, none offers ad- 
vice on Air Passenger Duty 
( APD), even though two Bristol 
MPs - first William Waldegrave 
and now Dawn Primarolo as 
Chi ef Secretary to the Tfeasury 
- have between them been re- 
sponsible for th/s tax. The ab- 
sence of avoidance advice, is 

particularfysuiprising since care- 
ful planning can reduce travel 
bills by hundreds of pounds. 
When APD doubles next Satur- 
day, avoiding or reducing them 
will be aft the more important. 

. Travellers in South-east Eng- 
land have the easiest solution for 
short breaks to Europe. They can 
switch to the train or the coach, 
which re main un taxed. While a 
business traveller happy to pay 
£300 for a fully flexible ticket 


from London to Edinburgh or to 
Paris may not be bothered by a 
£10 tax additional tax, on tickets 
costing £60-£70 such a surcharge 
wiQ be a great boon to the rafl and 
coach companies. Is the Gov- 
ernment perhaps trying to sub- 
sidise the Channel TUnnel by the 
back door? 

For many trips, however, air 
travel is the only option. Careful 
planning for departure, for en 
route stops and for the return can 
minimise your liability. For trav- 
ellers to the US there is how an 

arrival as well as a departure tax, 

not to mention an immigration 
inspection tax and a customs tax. 
Elsewhere, taxes apply only on 
departure at the first airport 
and en-wute stops do not usual- 
ly affect it Britain’s APD has reg- 
ulations as confusing, and as 
illogical as the Sunday trading 
laws, which went out just when 
APD came in. 

‘Within Britain, the tax is paid 
only once on a round trip, if pas- 
sengers return to the same ain- . 
port, but it is paid twice if they 
return to a different one. Flying 
from Glasgow to Heaihrow but 
returning from Gatwickattracts 
two taxes, whereas a Glasgow- 
Heathrow return attracts only 
one. Perhaps devolutionists wfli 
tackle this. Two rates currently 
apply for travel abroad -£5 and 


£10. Both will double on 1 No- 
vember. 

In theory the lower rate ap- 
plies for domestic flights and for 
•EU destinations and the higher 
one for everyone else, but there 

aremanyesceptions. A family go- 
ing skiing in Switzerland next win- 
ter must be sure to fly to Basel 
or Geneva and not to Zurich, 
since APD will be £20 to Zurich 
and £10 to die other two airports. 
Greece and Turkey are trad- 
itional rivals for Britisb tourists; 
should Turkey be penalised with 

an extra £10 tax because it has not 
yet been admitted to the EU? 
The Czech Republic is likely to 
enter the EU in 200L until then 

visilois on direct flights to Prague 
will pay £20 whereas those will- 
ing to travel via Munich will pay 
only £10. SAS and Ausrian Air- 
lines compete in Britain to many 
European and Asian destin- 
ations. How many travellers re- 
alise that Austrian taxes apply for 
transit through Vienna, whereas 
no taxes apply via Copenhagen 
and Stockholm? SAS thereby 
has an advantage of about £7 on 
every ticket it sells. 

Frequent travellers to the 
Baltic countries now never finish 

their trips in Riga, which intro- 
duced a £17 airport tax this 
Ju ne, but always in Tallinn, which 
has never had a lax. 


Regular travellers to the Far 
East know the definition of 
“transit” in erveiy single country. 
A generous definition allows 24 
hours without payment of tax. 

In Asia, airport taxes are usu- 
ally paid in cash on departure, 
cotrvenienf for travel agents here 
who can therefore provide 
“cheaper" tickets, but bringing a 
nasty end to a holiday for pas- 
sengers who are unprepared. 
Hong Kong used to have one of 
the highest, around £13, but the 
return to the motherland has 
brought it down to £8. 

When APD was introduced, 
an exemption was allowed for air- 
craft with fewer than 20 seats. 
Cynics pointed out that the main 
beneficiaries were owners of 
executive jets, but one escape 
route from Britain was left Suck- 
ling Airways operates 18-seater 
Domier 228 aircraft from Cam- 
bridge to Amsterdam; with con- 
nections there to the extensive 
KLM network, most parts of 
the world can still be reached tax- 
free. Until 1950, Cambridge 
graduates used to gel a second 
vote for one of the university 
seats in the House of Commons. 
Should their successors travelling 
to Amsterdam again enjoy a 
privilege denied to passengers 
leaving from Stansted, Norwich 
or, ironically, Bristol? 


RED CHANNEL 


A compendium of hazards facing 
the traveller. This week; warnings 
about nations around the Baltic. 

Latvia: Car theft is rife. Wherever 
possible, guarded car parks should be 
used and valuables kept out of sight. 
Drivers should carry original copies of 
vehicle registration documents when 
crossing the border by car. 

Winter visitors should seek medical 
advice about inoculations against 
influenza and related ailments - Foreign 
Office Trawl Advice Unit (0171-2384503) 

Sweden: There have been several racist 
murders and countless attacks on dark- 
skinned foreigners over the last couple 
of years, and it pays to be vigilant: keep 
your eyes and ears open and avoid 
trouble, especially on Friday and 
Saturday nights when drink fuels these 
prejudices - ‘Hough Guide to Sweden ' 
(£10.99) 

Estonia: Robbery and violent crime 
continue to be a problem. Muggings, 
pickpocketing and car thefts are 
common and can occur in daylight. 
Foreigners leaving bars alone or in 
small groups late at night are a 
favourite target There have been 
several instances of criminals in bars 
and on trains offering unwary victims 
drinks laced with a powerful sedative 
and then robbing them while they sleep 
- US State Department 


GREEN CHANNEL 


Nowadays, we’re used to 
recycling. But what about 
a hotel? Scandic Hotels, 
the Nordic region's largest 
hotel group* insists that 
its 1 94- room Scandic 
Hotel Oslo Sjalyst in 
Norway is in fact 97 per 
cent recyclable - the 
world’s first. By Sue Wheat 

Scandic already has 2,700 “eco- 
rooms" in its 85 hotels across 
Europe ( 15 of which are under 
the Holiday Inn name), but this 
is the first time a whole hotel 
has been designed with such 
environmental tenacity. 

However, never fear, there 
are no horsehair furnishings 
here. The eco-rooms include 
parquet floors, Nordic woods 
and pure wool and cotton 
furnishings. This is 
environmental tourism with 
style. And behind the Nordic 
flair is a well-thought-out green 
policy. Use of plastic and 
metals is kept to a minimum - 
all bathrooms are enamel, not 
chrome, and taps, showers and 
toilets conserve water by 
having slightly reduced flows. 
Room temperatures are 
monitored by computer and 


energy is conserved when 
you’re not there. Your rubbish 
bin has three different 
compartments for paper, 
organic waste, and metal and 
plastic. In the gardens you may 
catch a glimpse of solar- 
powered lawnmowers; in the 
restaurant organic food is 
served; in the laundry, chlorine 
bleach has been banished. 

Scandic says that its eco- 
rooms are always the first to be 
booked. Research by British 
Airways Holidays would 
suggest that such green ideals 
are not the monopoly of 
Scandinavians. Caribbean 
hotels have been given the 
environmental thumbs-up from 
BA Holidays and the 
International Hotels 
Environmental Initiative. 

Of the Caribbean hotels 
surveyed, 100 had assessed 
their systems for managing 
waste, controlling hazardous 
chemicals and monitoring 
energy and water use. Just over 
half - 53 per cent - of BA 
Holidays' customers said that 
they would choose an airline or 
tour operator that took into 
account environmental issues. 

Scandic Hold Oslo Sjahsi 
(0047231551001 
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Walking the plank - you’ll fall for it 


To learn snowboarding, 
you don’t need to go to a 
mountain, and it doesn't 
matter that you cant 
ski. Just embrace your 
instructor and learn how 
to fall - yes, it will come 
in useful - at the 
Snowdome in 
Staffordshire. 


Skiers frequently wonder why 
snowboarders don’t look where 
they are going. Often they do so 
out loud, and sometimes at the 
tops of their voices. 

I have the explanation: it is 
the way they are trained. I have 
just had my first snowboarding 
lesson, and the first thing the in- 
structor said when we got out 
on the snow was that I should 
go down the slope backwards. 


He was adamant that I was not 
to look where I was going. 

I didn’t go to a glacier for my 
lesson. I just followed the tracks 
of the two children featured in 
these pages a couple of weeks 
ago - to Tamworth, in Stafford- 
shire. The “real snow” indoor 
slope of its Snowdome centre 
was the obvious place. 

After years of skiing, snow- 
boarding seems pretty crude. 
No poles, no hi-tech boots, no 
quick-release bindings: just soft 
shoes, four straps and a plank. 
Which way you strap yourself on 
to the plank depends, so the 
equipment man at the Snow- 
dome told me, on “which foot 
you used to lead with when you 
did ice slides in winter on the 
school playground": my mem- 
ory is a little misty so I mimed 
some slides and found that I 
favoured the left - which made 
me, to use the technical term 


“regular” rather than “goofy" . 

Nigel Dix, my 25-year-old in- 
structor, introduced me to the 
board and the boot-straps. Then 
he turned to the correct proce- 
dure for falling over. I thought 
I already knew how to do that, 
but T didn’t recognise the com- 
plex manoeuvre he demon- 
strated - it’s not unlike the 
“brace" position in which you 
are supposed to wait for a 
plane to crash - and I was sure 
I wouldn’t be able to remember 
it if I were to fall over. Not “if” 
but “when”, Dix assured me: I 
was “100 per cent guaranteed 
to fall over", he said. When he 
fisted the snowboarding injuries 
he had suffered (nine ribs bro- 
ken twice, ruptured shoulder 
muscle, shattered knee cap. 
broken knuckle), I understood 
why one pupil who bad invest- 
ed £40 in a one-on-one lesson 
announced — so Dix told me — 


that he had “made a big mis- 
take", and refused to go out on 
the snow. 

Being made of sterner stuff, 
I marched out on to the 150- 
metre slope with him. I had 
rather taken to Dix, anyway, de- 
spite his Brummie accent. 
Which was lucky, because we 
spent much of the next hour 
holding hands. 

The technique of snow- 
boarding is no more complex 
than the equipment. As Dix 
said, “the hard part is in your 
bead; the physical side is easy” . 
Body weight is all you have to 
play with, and the two edges 
(toe side, and heel side) are the 
only place on which you can use- 
fully put iL Dix told me to face 
up the slope, keep my back 
straight, and bend my knees to 
put all my weight on the toe 
edge. He grasped my hands, and 
we danced across the slope, Dix 


doing a soft-shoe shuffle as 1 slid 
sideways in a stuttering fashion, 
wiggling my bottom in an effort 
to hold the board on its edge 
and keep it moving. 

Dix assured me that if I 
looked behind me, the weight 
transfer would lead to disaster. 


STEPHEN 

WOOD 


So I stared resolutely at the top 
of his shaven head as I edged 
back and forth across the slope, 
leaning sideways to move and 
straightening up at the end of 
each traveise to bring the board 
to a halt. So impressed was Dix 
with my “toe-edge” perform- 
ance that he took me straight on 
to lesson two, in which I could 


face down the slope. 

We changed places, and in- 
stead of raising ray heels as if I 
were wearing stiletto shoes I did 
an impression of a penguin, dig- 
ging my heel edge into the 
snow and letting ray toes flap in 
the air. We held hands for an- 
other dance, this time with Dix 
leading. After a while, I went 
solo: to get up speed on a tra- 
verse you have to twist your 
upper body sideways, and you 
can’t do that when you’re hold- 
ing your partner’s hands. Dix 
told me to take John "Travolta 
in Saturday Afijg/u Fever as ray 
role model, and fling out my 
arm as I leaned forward in the 
direction of the traverse. It was 
embarrassing, but it worked. 

I had expected snowboard- 
ing to be more difficult and 
'more painful. With its gentle 
slope and consistent surface 
the Snowdome is a good place 


to learn, so I gave it some 
credit for ray gratifyingly suc- 
cessful debut. And presumably 
being a skier helped? Dix dis- 
agreed: “Skiers do come with an 
understanding of how edges 
work, but on average they don’t 
learn any quicker than the 
others." Perhaps it was just 
natural talent, then - or begin- 
ner’s luck. 

OK. I’ve only docked up an 
hour, and I can’t turn round 
without sitting down. I’ve still 
got work to do, including on my 
calf muscles; with all that bend- 
ing and stretching of the feet 
they take much more of a ham- 
mering than with skiing. And I 
must improve my technique 
for falling. I did hit the snow a 
couple of times, once on the 
treacherous rope low and again 
when I lost my balance after 
skidding to a halt. Dix was kind 
enough to characterise the lat- 


High hopes: Stephen 
Wood takes to the 
slopes after his first 
snowboarding 
lesson... if only 
Photograph: Allsport 


ter as an emergency stop - but 
pointed out that 1 had utterly 
failed to adopt the falling pos- 
ition he had shown me at the be- 
ginning of the lesson. 

I guess I need a bit more 
practice at falling. That will 
come. I suppose, once I get out 
on the mountains. 

Snowboarding lessons at Snow- 
dome (including entrance fee 
and equipment hire) cost fivm 
£22.50 per hour for groups, to £40 
for individual tuition. Book 
lessons in advance on 0990 
000011. The Snowdome is open 
from 9am to 11pm daily. 
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Take a shot at the photograph of the year 
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11,25 Nov, 9 Dec 

14 

2THB&3TBB 

£299 

11,25 Nov, 9 Dec 

14 

2TAI 

£399 

11,25 Nov, 9 Dec 

14 

4TBB 

£459 

11,25 Nov, 9 Dec 

14 

3TAI 

£499 

78 Nov 

14 

2THB&3TBB 

£329 

.18 Nov 

14 

2TA1 

£429 

18 NOV 

14 

4TBB 

£499 

18 Nov 

14 

3TAI 

£529 

30 Dec 

14 

2THB8r3TBB 

£499 

30 Dec 

14 

2TAI 

£599 

30 Dec 

14 

4TBB 

£659 


For a Square Deal holiday you simply choose the date, duration and holiday 
type, but leave the final choice of accommodation to us. 


See your local travel agent or call Thomson Dfrect on: 


gwjo- 

5*G°P m 


Thomson 


0990 


, bw-fxc- SpaKtAl-AIIndiBhie. 


If you’re an amateur 
photographer you could 
win a Nikon F70 SLR - 
and a commission from 
The Independent*. 

Each Saturday, our travel pages 
cany thousands of words de- 
signed to inform and inspire ihc 
traveller, whether of the armchair 
or adventurer variety. We also 
use a few good photographs. 

Our belief that there are 
many excellent amateur pho- 
tographers among our readers 
was confirmed last year, when 
The Independent joined forces 
with Wanderlust magazine to 
stage our first Travel Photo- 
graph of the Year competition. 
The quality of the entries was 
outstanding and choosing an 
outright winner was difficult. 
■The judges finally awarded Paul 
Gallagher (whose work appears 
right) first prize because of the 
excellence of his composition. 

This year we have expand- 
ed the competition to four cat- 
egories: The Natural World, 
Action, Face-to-Face and Blade 
& White. We have also brought 
in one of the most famous 
names in photography: Nikon, 
the camera of choice for many 
of the 1996 entrants. 



Padstow 
church-yard 
by last year’s 
winner, Paul 
Gallagher 


The top 40 entries will be dis- 
played at Destinations ’98, the 
travel exhibition to be held at 
London Olympia from 26 Feb- 
ruary to 1 March next year. All 
entrants will receive a free pass 
for two to the event - at which 
the winning photograph will be 
announced. It will earn its tak- 


er valuable prizes, including 
one that money can’t buy: a 
photographic commission from 
The Independent. Nikon will 
provide the winner with an F7U 
SLR with 24-120mra AF-D lens 
- worth more than £1,000 - 
while Bellingham will provide 
a 335 camera bag and Vcntile 


photo vest (total value £300- 
plus). 

The three other category 

winners will each receive a Nikon 

F50 with 35-80mm lens, plus a 
Bellingham Photo Hadley bag. 

Readers with an address in 
the UK can enter at any lime be- 
fore the end of the year, but take 




the first step now by sending in 
a stamped, addressed envelope 
for an application form, which 
mcludK the competition rules. 

JSLl lT iS ^erlust 

12? w } e Year) ’ P0 8055 
1832, Windsor SLA 6YP Or 

complete the form in the cur- 
rent edition of Wanderlust. 



















7/TRAVEL 

OVERSEAS, SKIING 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
25 OCTOBER 1997 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


TtikeOff 


Tike Off 


TakeOff 


Take Off 


Ei&Tfl 


Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


tract, lanes) 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

BEIJING 

TOKYO 


oat *jy return 

£336 E589 
£336 £591 
£336 £599 
£363 £659 
£219 £352 
£249 £367 
£242 £378 
£253 £424 
£251 £233 
£311 £449 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRAWOSCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

CARIBBEAN 


OK to I irtin 
9noni 

£117 £165 
£126 £165 
£157 £179 
£175 £220 
£182 £220 
£182 £220 
£220 £220 
£157 £185 
£240 £240 
£230 £230 


MEXICO CITY 

INDIA 

JO'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 

NAIROBI 

DUBAI 

CAIRO 

GENEVA 


ak«3r wun 
twm 

£251 £366 
£154 £299 
£198 £329 
£244 £340 
£325 £418 
£224 £352 
£182 £237 
£145 £219 
£89 £89 


TRAI 


RS 


Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency - CAA approved 


AROUND THE WORLD £677 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA, £36 • ISA £31 • AFRICA £31 * PACIFIC £40 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR HfflE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAILOR MADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


All cur travel centres are open Man-Sat 9-6pm • Thurs 9-?pm • Sun l0-6pm. 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


USA SPECIALS 

LOS ANGELES. SAN FRANCISCO, US VEGAS OR ORLANDO 

FROM ONLY £220 RETURN 

BOOK NOW FOR THE BEST FARES 
MANY REGIONAL DEPARTURES AVAILABLE AT NO EXTRA COST 


*OT£LS’ 


* *> 


For the real lowdowo on worldwide 
travel, TraDfinders is year ora stop 
travel shop. 

TraOflnders offers more low 
tnghts to more destinations than 

anyone. Experts In airfares since 

1970, we can taflor-roate your very 
own package with up to 65% cfiscoant 
ao hotels and car MreworfdwMB. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-93S 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 1XTA ABTA fiSTfft 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 
long Haul Travel. 

First & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
Worldwide Travel. 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

254-284 Sauchiehall Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

58 0eansgafe 
Worldwide Travel: 

Firs! & Business Class: 


LONDON W66FT 
0171-938 3366 
LONDON WB 7RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON WB 6BD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 GBS 

0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


THAI 

SAWAS.DEE FARES 
TO SOUTH EAST ASIA I) 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


4/10 Richmond Road, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HL 


... people think the world of usl 



2555.00 

London - Bangkok 


R.ETLJRINJ 



£ 615.00 

London - Phuket, 
Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai 
or Surat Thani 



0181 547 3322 

ABTA WS6 ATOL 3255 IATA All tain radua™* at or port hum 


BHOCHUSE HOOINE 

01815464545 


USA & CANADA 

01815466000 



RETURN 


London - Hanoi, 
Phnom Penh, Vientiane, 
or Ho Chi Minh City, 

RETURN 

Sowasiirc Fairs valid for iravd between 
loth August -30th November 'v*7 Plus raxes as applicable 

. m ;R#M Wl 



lOTrcasTAWEAMSimtUMne 

asms wik mam mow 

hmsterha^tSt Srasscfe ~~ f5l 

Ddbfc £58 hris £51 

mmoi-cmmsmiaacma 
Cape Town 099 Ja'tefl _ 059 
Montreal— £169 ftrtfc — £399 
Sydney — £399 Tbnoto - £149 

Other SMdcd ben Htfas tout 

Mm _ £129 Lnaca _ £129 
Bow £126 fanner G99 

KmntkrarH^BhK 

JEortt-OT Jtodfc — 09 
Casta Bran U9 Dtsulqi £229 
Fwrttmn £79 H^tra „09 
Htaadr _ 09 Orlando _ £199 
Pta £99 Ttoaft _ £79 

far nfl pnr «gM rwplfceamtt 
pint • Car Him • Airport Hotah 
•Airport Periling • boarnca 

CAI1 NOV FOR KIMS OF 


l-M- Co-op Travel ^ ’ 

I “ DIRECT t 


• Naur adwntwc A 
lotus for all ages, 
fabulous saians. 

Hama viewing. 

* ItaWCoedi touts. Seif-drtvo 
- Luxury ‘Slays ml Distinction' 


1 Any dlK Hutu, destination 
1 Ouch tom 


DgplnmliHi>Mda)i s 

tuitnlylouud m . 

HecndMy Oral* 


£155 

h r i ij p n 

CANADA 

FARES FROM 

£190 


£ 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5535 


01420*88380 or 0171*287 5559 




Fly smooth as silk on Thai’s dally 
non-stop scheduled flights from 
London to Bangkok. Your gateway for 
our services throughout Thailand and 
South East Asia. 

For resmuliais and further details cm SairasJtt 
fares, contact .your trawl ac|f"l or call Thai 
direct mi London ^ 

0171-499 9113 

or Manchester 1 1X11 

0161-8317861 Smooth as silk 


OPEH7DMVS 12 ragh Street. Afton. Hants, GU34 IBM 

IfciWY SanuTpa Qr 

£££* 52 Regent Street lenrtai W1R fiDX 

I 


* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


mfr r«#^«xyMi^ari8Bfimaiin-m«toa^«ftitaJieddM<inolarwt mb 

Pa* £5< i Athen £126 j San Franriso) 058 ] Mexico QM 

Amstodn SB \ New York £168 : Vntoowr £288 ; Riotle Janeiro £M9 

rhMn £SG [ Boston £180 \ Bombay £315 i Johannesburg £365 

Geneva 06 I faonto £216 { Bangkok £355 l Sjnhey £5S9 

Hbdrid £99 : bsAngefcs £299 : Honk Kong £349 = Auckland £676 

ROUND THE WDRLD: FROM 1155 


S j 4, Sno.vaonrd - Iron tig induiiinc liitjhts and acto-ttm Jdatioe, 

ft: -.Off r‘ t::-. r.u. 3‘J.t!. < I CH) SSI i’.to 


EUROPE 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6262. 0161 SH 0668 (Manchester^ 
EURC6TAR; 0171 361 b!43 

ACCOMMODATION » CA8 HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 Ml 6160 
117Bistt> Real NWL toad Bnomptai Ed SW7, U CwdgpSiWLLondntt. 
http://vwuJOtrivtl.CD.uk 




wtKnanx. smsgohc u&is. imoune oxHMtt cmhuool BKitt. tBomtm _ STA TRAVEL 


FLIGHTSEATS 



0990 239904 




TO gr r m 


znsnsEssosi 



Ybar round European 
travel cover. 

From 16p a day. 


At £59.95 a year, the security 
of annual cover arranged 

by American Express, is ■ggegs Insurance 

effectively youis from just Services 

16 pence a day. To enrol, ____ ___ 

call quoting lefemce INU30 OBOO /WO /4/ 

PdK) Tana *nd Candunw m ivMUMr on itqiwt E*pw» Savtaa 

Bmn LUl b an indrpmaml hritmnUvv “ ABI cate cn oori- 

dmTAnienanE M WW f cntoi EmycUhroeH. IMpAoHI OBcc PMW 
Hw. Su* PU». Loxtw SWIE FKL Vattbo: 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN EAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

THRIFTWAY 
rai TRAVEL 
0171 -4901490 


CHEAPEST 

FLIGHTS 

0121 698 9898 
0181 943 9431 

SUNSHARE VACATIONS 


Siding Holidays 


Skizng Holidays 


AHGENT1ERRE. Muns walcoina. 
good tooiJ. them In oUtAgge, nr 
MOM EBanc RRS. TU 01 6B2 7B291 B 
SKI 35 OF THE WORLDS finest 
resorts. Uim*Y otwWa ta MsrtbeL 
01 738 840888. ABTA ATOL 
MERIBEL, PRIVATE CHALET sips 
12 . lufly tfnltaiJ. the hteflW olttiK- 
ury, save 5 Tb on tour operator 
puces. 3 weeks onty awB, 4 Jan. 
15 March i 22 March £10 days). 
Tec 0171 3512734. 




PLUS TRAVEL 

The No. 7 choice for 
Winter Holidays in 

SWITZERLAND 

/days Snowboarding 

fr£Z07 

(shared accm.) 


7 days Skiing 

fr £391 

in Grindehunld 

PLUS TRAVEL 

U 0171 2590199® 


SIMPLY SKI - new brochure now 
avaKabiel A euperteUva range of 
ChaMa In 1M dTaere. CourohaveL 
MeTOMi. La Ptasno. iMrUer and SI 
Anton. Excattom childcare facUt- 
Uaa plusaarty boakbig dlscutsits 
on selectad droes. oiBi SB5 B323 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL A/TO 


” SKI ’ 

fiUSTRIfi 


by Luxury Coach 

lib 70 

1. WA 17 teipicffl-f I S 
- pr(ce includes - 

V Luon Dad Tor! b> Msnbdn 
Bed A CteucaBl fteatfai io Kaon 
• fWuHita&toadieUJi . 


by Luxury Jet 

^249 

- PRICE INCLUDES - 
9 bnsy EreaMKt Jet 

• Drpawes bn Staased tr Mtaeteror 
■ 7:14 Mgta ask Bed t Baakba 

• E&tane Expos Tnefirn Rent 

WTbpItomioCMiatiiofcs j 


OISCOVEH THE UNOtSOOVEfTBD 
riardtc skiing pretty unspoilt vil- 
lages friendly hotels & great 
regional food 01 BOB 48699 for "88 
broctL Heedwatar AITO 3412 
ATOL 


THE SNOWBOARD 

CONNECTION 

TSC 


BIG BEAR, 
SNOW SUMMIT, 
SNOW VALLEY 

CALIFORNIA’S 

HOTTEST 

ATTRACTIONS 

FREE LESSONS AND 
EQUIPMENT USE 
FP.EE MOUNTAIN GUIDING 

LIVE THE SENSATIOH 
THE SNOWBOARD CONNECTION 

PZCaiSLl 7KI JEST JYOiVaCAZS 
ADVENTURE HOLIDAY IN THE WCP.LO 


01922 682 633 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 


♦NewYorl foni£169 ♦Toronto flw»P10 


★Boson ton £169 # Ottawa ton £210 


★PhBadclphia ton £169 ♦Uonlrea) ton £210 


tom £169 * Vancouver faa>£263 


fnm£189 


ton £261 


drSan Francisco fan £261 

★Miami tom £266 

* Drift tor £266 

★Seattle tom £276 


** SrECinL CfrSR *» 

ORLANDO £179 


tom £266 eclip@e 


L.0990 329 326 


lines Open: Mon-Frl Bam-Bpm, Sat 9am-5|m. Sun 10aro-5pm. 

wlijrrr BmdJ*jadecfa*npal m. 
ftuaateivittiiBiirtBUiKWAViwmuoBU _ 



JIMESCfiPE. 





THE TRAVEL 
- MARKET ^ 

ruc-HTJ wo«iDWisr f*TT . 
ISRAEL ■' £-29f * | *?l' V r 
CARIBBEAN 1 Jc 1 « I V I 

CANADA If/ 1* 1 d Milt - * 
DAKilK 260 W T ’ 

FAK EAST 329 
5. A FCICA 2'>9 
AUSTRALIA 3V9 
USA 1 49 





JETLINE 

DiMSJ.tted *.«m !t> "II dSLtia.niou 

SPAiFi HI. If £69 L'SJ ft. frills 

POim-CAL 79 CSSICCE.AH 203 

120 S..1TRICA JC0 

SO CAvr.OA 09 

K9 INDIA- COA 2D0 

IZO FCP CAST 310 

•9 *L-jjTi?aLi.5 :oo 

XMAS '.prClAl.S 
tin in nr.Miiav in- minc 

[IHEUIin 


Prance 


Prices start frt*u £95-‘ for 7rnrghts artd £T15* 

for 1.4 nighfs’hiiatent Forup to^xpeopte-^ 

JUST LOOK WHftT^UROSryES CAN -OFFEB VO Ui 
■i ilO-of Eurqpe'sibp. m»«dify-ton«x»rfe» 'btran..Gunp» i - 
B.Spaqaiu4le(iiis8lu>ury wst^ointoifriwhaB hMUes' 
mSr&eanl M^C^hofvjcys in BgW 
' European'lOogndrto* inctuiflhg, 

■ TYighie, . W al yl d inci SpiAy 
Firtiy tredned- \ 


For 
A Copy 
O r Our Free 
Preview Brochure Cail 

0 990 134 748 










Ki2.0! 

■•"-f-U i i'v'-' -■ 

Tel: 01 8 i 395 8565 2-1 hr 


HEATH HOW £*JK per day. Free 
pwidnfl after l»daya. Mas ett er pe 
tmso up to 100 days Secure 
Parking Di B1 8138130 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Nawspepar Publishing pic 
regrets that aHhaugh evsty 
reasonatda precaidtoi is taken, 
no responsfoOty can be 
accepted lor n^its otd/br 
accommodaUon ottered 
through thasa cotimns, or any 
loss arising therofrom. Readers 
me advised fo take al 
neoes«y pncauUons before 

entering Into any trawl 

arangemafe. 


AMSTERDAM 

BELFAST 

BRUSSELS 

DUBLIN 

EDINBURGH 

GLASGOW 

PARIS 


£58 rtn. 
£58 rtn. 
£58 rtn. 
£58 rtn. 
£58 rtn. 
£58 rtn. 
£58 rtn. 


• RJBcad 

• Gala Ornar on Christmas Eve 

• Enrartalnrnert Prograrnma 

• FtesktantTbur Glide 

• TOEE PW-ups ftrot^Mul 
Endand, Socriand and IMtes 



TIMESCfiPE. 


Return fares from tendon F ir a t hr ow. 

Contact your local fraud agent or call for details on 

0345 554554 

Or book on the I n ternet MtpU/wwwiflllWtiihnddtendjaM 

Shopper fares are dio avadsfaie from Edinburgh, Glasgow 
and Belfast to London Heathrow. 


British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


Actum UK Steep* Twe quoted mwaur an ukend Mu **d fuqhts- 
toteRi to teptaUatv- V»Sd to owwwl oswi oo SmaOii mnVng and return 
!mri os Swmtiy creaiog or Sunday nnneq Ol Ttw unr MrimL For Pare! 
bam n/ia/9T md M 12/97- *i mMmc nurture or SMortar iwjtt my 
rcsuM. nuHflgre tares >d vpl* To enure qualitt urdee. 
dihtoBniJh UMUrt air rtcontoL 


I L : 
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8/DAYS OUT 


What’s an axolotl? Find out 
at the Secret World 


At the Wildlife Rescue Centre near 
Highbridge in Somerset there are bats, 
ferrets, donkeys, badgers, and more 
badgers. Brigk! McConville met them on a 
visit with her sons and their friends. 

Never mind the badgers, what the children liked 
best were the “funny chickens with dangly bits”. 
The dignified bronze turkey, its neck festooned with 
wobbly scarlet wattles, had them in fits. And so did 
the rare breed of bantams which lived in a hutch 
labelled “Polish". These sported bright pom poms 
on their heads that my gang supposed were for “pol- 
ishing" things. 

But as we went around Secret 
World it became apparent that 
the average bund] of boys is pret- 
ty much underwhelmed by see- 
ing wild creatures such as 
badgers and bam owls. “It would 
be good if there were a death 
slide or something*" said George, 
aged nine. “It's good, but it's not 
very exciting," agreed Richard, 
aged 1U. 

Far more enthusiastic were 
the adult visitors, clearly im- 
pressed by the wildlife rescue 
work, by the beautiful Hih-cen- 
lury faiinhouse, and by the wel- 
coming cafe. Small children are 
in their clement, too, what with 
Tika the (occasionally) talking 
parrot and a pen full of eel-like 
ferrets, not to mention calves, 
piglets, lambs, hedgehogs, don- 
keys. guinea-pigs, rabbits, ax- 
olulls (Mexican salamanders), slcrw-wonns, tropical 
fish. bats, and bees. 

New Road Rum is the home of Pauline and Derek 
Kidncr and their family. Derek opened it to the pub- 
lic in 1984, and it siHi has the lived-in feel of a work- 
ing farm, with Derek doing the afternoon milkin g. 
But it is Pauline's animal hospital and rescue 
centre for wild animals - especially badgers - that 
is the heart of Secret World. 

This weekend is “Badger Weekend” at New Road 
Farm, an annual fun and fundraising extravaganza 
with ferret -racing, cake stalls, a tombola and other 
sideshows. Children can have their faces painted as 
“badgers", and can go for a special walk to meet all 
the animals that a badger might normally encounter 
on an evening foray. 


Badger cubs aren't born until spring, but during 

our visit we saw Glade, an orphaned badger brought 

up by Pauline, with his two females Nippy and Fox- 
glove, in their glass-backed underground chamber. 
They slumbered in a warm heap together, three bear- 

cub-sized bundles of earth-brown fur oblivious to 
our gaze - and to the beys’ impolite remarks about 
badger odour. 

Glade first came to the centre after his sett bad 
been dug up, when he was a week old. Nippy arrived 


at six weeks old, after her mother had been killed on 
foe road. All three are looking for "foster parents” 
to help meet foe costs of the rescue centre. 



One recent arrival was a badger called Lady who 
was found trussed up in the back of a lorry in Co 
Durham, destined for illegal badger baiting, prob- 
ably in Wales or the north of England. “An estimated 
10,000 badgers are killed every year by digging and 
baiting,” explains Pauline, who says badgers fetch 
from £500 to £1,000 a head for this cruel sport. 

First the badger’s jaw or front leg is broken to 
put it at a disadvantage; then it is placed in a met- 
al-lined pit with dogs. The organisers make big mon- 
ey from betting on the bloody outcome. 

Although stories like these win public sympathy, 
the growing badger population is unpopular with 
many people in foe West Country. When I took the 
boys home, l spoke to George's father, a farmer in 
the Quantock Hills. He told me that he likes bad- 


gers, but that he has recently lost three mature oak 
trees on his land because of setts that have been dug 
under their roots. Badgers also make a terrible mess 
of the maize he grows for foe cows; foe only rem- 
edy - electric fencing - is an expensive one. 

In our village, too, some 10 miles from Pauline’s 
rescue centre, children’s pet rabbits and guinea- 
pigs were eaten last summer by hungry badgers, 
unable during foe dry weather to find foe 200 earth- 
worms they need each day. We lost a henhouse full 
of poultry - foe badger simply clawed his way 
through foe slatted floor -while my neighbour lost 
three lots of chickens, their nest boxes ripped off 
their hinges. 

Badgers, unfortunately, are not 
good at PR. During foe same dry 
spell, many irate garden-lovers found 
their carefully watered lawns - 
havens for earthworms - in ribbons 
every morning, shredded by those 
powerful, digging forelegs. 

Pauline is well aware of local hos- 
tility to badgers; after all her husband 
is a fanner. “The law tells farmers 
what they can and can’t do, so they 
get very cross. Bat they can apply for 
a licence to shut foe sett down if they 
spot a problem developing. Often, 
foraging areas are taken for devel- 
opment and badgers resort to gardens 
for food." 

As for foe common perception 
that badgers can spread TB to cows, 
“so can cats, foxes, deer, rats and 
moles,” she says. We all want healthy 
wildlife and livestock in our coun- 
tryside, she argues, but rather than 
foe annual official badger cull (2^00 
are killed at a cost of £3,000 a head) she advocates 
Mood-testing and vaccination of cows. 

At Secret World Pauline makes sure that all bad- 
gers are healthy before being released into the wild, 
and this weekend- members of Somerset's badger 
groups will be at New Road Farm to give talks and 
discuss these issues. 

And there has been a happy ending to the sto- 
ry of Lady, foe badger rescued from baiters. She 
turned out to be pregnant and, after giving birth to 
three cubs, was released back to the wild with her 
new family. In a reversal of their fortunes, the lor- 
ry driver was convicted of badger cruelty and went 
to prison for four months. 

Secret World, New Road Farm. East Huruspifl, High- 



bridge, Somerset (01278 783250). Open daily 10am-6pm 
(or dusk if earlier). Closed 25 and 26 December. Fam- 
ily ticket £13; adults £4.25; children £2.95; OAPs£3.75; 
reduced rates Novem ber-M arch. ‘Foster’ a badger for 
£24.95, receding Pauline Kidners video ‘Badgers In My 
Kitchen’, a certificate and a six-monthly update. 


Wild things once they have 
recovered, most animals at 
Secret World are released back 
into their natural habitat 

Photographs: John Voos 
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Railway Tours 


]i [ UK Travel j Activity Holidays 
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S Past-Time BaO. Ltd, 116 Trent Vcdley Boad, Lichfield. Staffs WS13 6EO 
Telephone: 01543 411971 Fag 01543 417531 

A Steamin' Good Day Out 

Hie Pilgrims Progress 

8th November 1997 

Reltve the magx: of steam as two giants ban the steam age pufl a train of 
hantage carnages over the Great Western Mato tine to toe Sea taring town 
ol Plymouth. 

Travel tn reserved seats on board a private train from the tallowing stations. 
London Paddington. Slough. Reading. Didock Swindon. Bnstol Temple 
Meads ana Exeter. 

The Pilgrims Progress allows the opportunity for the beauty ot the county oi 
Devon to stow its diversity as you sit baefc in oamtort and travel behind two 
beauhlully restored steam kxxoaottves. 

Leave the county town at Exeter with fine views cd Us Cathedral 
Race along the Sea Watt, as the railway bne is sandwiched between the 
English Channel and red sandstone cliffs. 

Listen to the hard slogging performance os the two tooomptlve shaul tte 
heavy tram over the South Devon Banks as we skirt the edge a( Dartmocs. 
Time to discover the naval town ot Plymcwth 
Unique Complimentary Information Pack 
Three different dosses of travel available 
Pzices start bam as Utile as £49.00 return 
Spoil yoursetl m the luxury at Premier Class, with lull silver service at seat 
dining by our attentive stewards lor £103.00 indudtng Great British 
Breakfast. Light Lunch, and a Three Course Dinner. 

Special Fares available for Juniors and Farafltes. 

Telephone Past-Time Bail on 01543 41 1971 tar Credit Card Bookings and or 
further i piw mnWnn nn Wits and other tours. 


;*4imiiimimnimimimimHHUiinmimiMiimimumiiiimiL* 


Badger Rescue 



NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF 

BADGER GROUPS 

TODAY IS NATIONAL BADGER DAY! 

Didyrm know... 

F» ery war an estimated 50,000 badgers die nn our roads. Countless 
others mV injured. 

10,000 buiititm, die in agony in ihe barbaric and illegal 'sports’ of badger 
digging and bailing, where badgers have their jaws and backs broken 
before being attacked by dogs. 

Large numbers die lingering deaths in snares, or are poisoned or shot. 
Many others lose their sens and habitats to road and housing 
development 

Musi badger cubs no er reach their first birthday. 

The National Federation of Badger Groups is the only national 
or g a n i sa tion which works solely to protect badgers and we represent 
over 80 local voluntary badger groups tliroughout the UK. We provide 
information and expert advice on all badger issues. NFBG is a registered 
charity and relies on subscriptions and donations to continue its work. 

YOU CAN HELP BADGERS BY SUPPORTING THE NFBG! 

□ I would like to become an NFBG Supporter and enclose £15 

□ I am enclosing a donation of □ £5 □ £15 □ £25 □ £50 □ Other 

□ Please accept my credit curd donation of; 

Curd Nu. j i.\ Expiry dale; 

Signature 

O Please send me information on *The NFBG ’*Junior meniberehip/VieUils of 
my kxal badger group ’a deed of coienant‘*legacy leaflet fMelete as 
applicable). 

Name: (\Ic<M&/'Mis.’Miss.‘other 

Address - . 

.Post Code ; 

Please complete the above and send to: 

NFBG, Freepost LON 316, London SW8 4YY. 

Please nuke cheque* postal orders payable to NFBG. Thank you. 
Registered charity no 1041772 


freedom 


Britain 

& Ireland 

Hugo ckotco of cortog**. 
lodge*, fa r mhouse* 
and codfis. 


MANY HOLIDAYS STILl 

ONLY £5 DEPOSIT 

SLAKES COTTAGES 

NEW BROCHURE OUT NCKV 
quota coda D1B707 



■^HEW 1998* 
• BKO CHUUK -our HOW* 


/DISCOUNTS FOR 
COUPLES 
/ PETS GO FREE 


• Seated. ita te i fa l wl , Ufa.* 
■ Data, {talk T<xk Hons, fata. * 
m Vita, fat tafjh. Best, SnfflH.* 

• Gtanftfc, Dime. We *00*1. 9 

• West Court *fc*fand-prin» 9 

• ks> Am LE mo hid. fcnyE * 


01756 702200 


English Country 
Cottages 



AN UNUYAUEP 
tboicc in EngLuuTs 
lord best areas. 
Free 43 b [up 
colour brochure. 
Raw 

CW0) 8511 II 
quattiWBnMHg 


UK Travel 
Advertising 

also 

appears on 
page 4. 



RE&DCTl 


SOCK*. 

LEARN TO SWIM 

Over 12,000 Successes 

FREEPHONE 

0800 281 372 

For FREE Colour Brochure 



Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 

01352 780503 

(W CHESTER) FOR BROCHURE 


ENGLISH WANDERER New Year 
walking Breaks & Weekends. 
Brochure: 01740 6531 69. 


Festive Breaks 


CHRISTMAS 
S NEW YEAR 

GUERNSEY 




DE-LUXE FESTIVE HOLffiATS 

TO BEAUTTOL GUERKSEV 

SDaysbjar 
torn Gan** 8 
BumanouBi 

■diHB 
tancrif. N 

DEPARTS 23 + 28 DECEMBER 
- PRICE INCLUDES - 

• Return tights 

• Luxury Hotels on Guernsey 

• Halt Board 

• Gaia Dimer and Dance 
O Entatanmant Piogramma 
Hofday Bnsurance £1095 - Essenfial 

BOOK NOW 

or rhg tor farther Into m a t fai r 

0181-980 7244 

Also aatawmSU Http BAatil 
liny Qebi b Spot hr Croat 


GGHE0 

ACTIVITY CHRtSTUAS & Now YMr 
breaks. Acorn AdMUee. Tel: 
01432 830083. 


Badger Rescue 


< BA < dg ( L1%%SCU l E 

West Wafes ‘Badger group iH. Q, 

■VofuKtarif Organisation ZsiaSfisfed 19$ 7 


needs financial assistance which 
includes veterinaiy services to help care 
for injured badgers and orphaned cubs. 

We also need new members in the 
Pembrokeshire area to help cope with 
the many tasks we are confronted with. 


For further information contact 
Hon. Secretary Joy Hands. 
Hiifo Garth. The Ridgeway. 

Saundersfoot. 
Pembrokeshire SA69 9L>. 
Telephone 01834 811056 


ARE WE NEARLY THERE? 


Wildlife outings for 
children 

Beale Park, Reading, 
Berkshire (0118 984 5172) 

This Thames-side wildlife 
park is home to many rare 
and endangered birds 
including flamingos, 
pheasants, cranes and owls. 
There’s plenty for children to 
do if they get tired of bird 
watching. They can mingle 
with the animals in the pets 


corner, visit foe ponies or 
romp around in the adventure 
playground If such activities 
fail to appeal there's also a 
deer park. Open daily in the 
winter from 10am-5pm- 
Admission into the park is 
£2 50, children £1.50. 

Hewlett's Wild Animal 
Park, .Canterbury, Kent 
(01227 721410) 

HowieU's boasts of having the 
world’s largest breeding 



CRUELTY OR 
CULTURE? 



IN TURKEY BEARS ARE FORCED 
TO STAND ON HOT PLATES TO 
MAKE THEM ‘DANCE’. 

TO FIND OUT WHY. 

READ OUR SPECIAL REPORT 
ON TUESDAY 28 OCTOBER. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 



World Society for the Protection of Animals 


colony of gorillas. At the last 
count more than 50 gorillas 
had been bom on the 
premises. Nurturing baby 
creatures is a skill here - you 
can also see up close Britain's 
most successful breeding herd 
of African elephants. On a 
stroll through the park, 
expect to sec tigers, snow- 
leopards, bison and (Tee- 
running deer and antelope. 
Tickets are £7.99, £5.99 
children, £24 family. Opens 
daily 10-5pm. 

Suffolk Wildlife Park - The 
African Adventure, 
Lowestoft, Suffolk (01502 
740 291) 

This park has brought the 
wilds of Africa to Britain. 
Colonies of lemurs play 
among the trees on their own 
islands. Indeed, (here are 
plenty of animals from Africa 
throughout the park such as 
African lions, cheetahs, and 
zebras. The park also has the 
only aardvarks in the country. 
Take the children on a free 
safari road train, on explorer 
trails, and to the bouncy 
casilc. You can also see the 
animals’ daily feeding. Park 
opens daily 10am. Admission: 
adults £5 JO. children £3.50. 

Highland Wildlife Park, 
Kingussie, Inverness-shire 
(01540 651 270) 

On a drive through the park. 


be on the lookout for wild 
horees, bison or red deer 
roaming in foeir own 
reserve. The main carnivores 
are fed at 2pm every day - 
(here's a briefing from the 
feeders about the different 
animals. The walk-around 
area encompasses woodland 
and forest habitats with 
wolves, lynx and otters. 
Admission to the park 
ranges from £6-£J8 
(depending on the number 
of people in your car). Open 
daily from ldam-2pm. 

The Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Centre, 
Washington, Northumbria 
(019! 416 5454) 

Flamingos, grey herons, 
swans, geese, ducks galore - 
there are more than 1,200 
wildfowl here, and at least 
100 species. Children (and 
adults) can explore foe 
Discovery Centre and visit 
the wildfowl nursery. This 
week there are aLso special 
half-term activities based 
around the culture of North 
American Indians - these 
include story-telling in the 
grounds and making feather 
head-dresses. Open daily 
9.30am-4pm. Adults £4, 
children £2.40, famil y ticket 
(two adults, two children) 
£10.40. 

Anne Lundregan 



Become an 

Exhibitionist 



Don’t miss our 

SPECIAL OFFER 

in The Sunday 
Review 
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TEL;0I7| 293 2222 


Books 


Eitfoy using and T? T> T? XT XT 
improving your JT JVjQrfii V_^ XX 

wiUl^fit -Re OmOtr'Wt urede 
The French language magazine for UK readers 

Euienaining articles is French: cuneu affaire, 
wnnan. activities, pins humour, ooasworiL Ue. 
ivl a,i * f y tBa ™ M by many Reach t each er s , 
i a** B-moiiiUy magazine <«min^ many translation 
I aids So assist comprehension and enjoyment. 

§ m*" and receive our FREE puB-an 

jh study guides 

JgL 12-moBth solncripUaB: CULfiO 

-A* 'Z& OamerWatte 4a 
FREEPOST. MA 1311(1). 

M Maidstone MEL5 9BR 
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' classified 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
25 OCTOBER |9«7 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


FICTION WRITERS 

La te pubteTypronioiE end 
martal yornovri on a tea baas. 
Write hr detail tx 
Ru&Htiyqr. Suite H. 
Marionette Books, 

1 Hitton Ctcue, South Ourch, 
affharaDLT46XB&fltand 

TetOVKXnfSSS Pto 171388 775785 


Who can irmka ttw man wne 
haa wmyMng wan tor nmMng? 


Food & Wine 



Unusual Gifts 


i 




CATALOGUE 




GENUINE 

BIRTHDAY 

NEWSPAPERS 


Christmas Fkyre 


enaisscmce 

Gift ColUctitms 



TRADITIONAL & 
CONTEMPORARY STYLES 

THE FINEST FOOD & WINE 
CLASSIC CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
VELVET WRAPPED PORT & STILTON OR 
CHAMPAGNE & CHOCOLATES 
EXCLUSIVE GIFTS FOR CLIENTS. 
FRIENDS & FAMILY 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE TO PROMPT YOUR 
CORPORATE IDENTITY 
WORLD-WIDE DISPATCH &. 

HAND DELIVERY IN LONDON 
CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE 

TEL: 0181 780 1560 OR FAX: 0181 780 0557 


Unusual Gifts 



J 


FOR THE MAN WHO THINKS 
HE HAS EVER! THING 
Personalised Hand Crafted Beer 
Vitar unique rm>«*CL printed m 
thclibd 

No jddttivi-t or preservjbnx 
peOndemrehifH 
ORDER ao» far Unique Xmas Gift 

aOXfed &sda {nsesaun (uii 
UK 4S hr vitvhi- it ■>? 

Lugton Brewery 
_ OSSOS9SOXV7 


05- Who fnvttas you to tot yourself 
go? » 


House & Home 




¥ | For The Man Who has Everything 
|i| Retractable Hallmarked 
M Solid Silver Toothpick 


(S)^ d 

u 7 


95 

\v« 


FREE 

Silver Locket 
value £5 RRP 
l with every order , 




Delux Silver £35 or Solid Gold £145 

ALL major credit cards, switch and cheques accepted 
Teh 01526 3 54721 10 a.m. - 4.30p.m. 

Or visit: Winyard & Green. Unit 1. Broadway Centre. 
Broadway. WoodhaD Spa. Lines LN10 6ST 


mt 




V/T Where a 

unique service 
\T* V is now available . . . 
SEND IN YOUR SEAT COVERS NOWl 

and we wiU fill them with super high resilient FOAKL 
You only pay for the foam, we do the fitting FREE. 

* Also Tailored cushion covers* 

26 HAYES STREET, HAYES. BROMLEY, 

KENT BR2 7LD 

01 81 462 6566 Freepadortgoutaide 

CINTIQUE & ERCOL SPECIALISTS 


Mnknrmodei no ol my tumnure . (ItmoorJ 



DEAD OR LiVE?r 


Just hoU tb* TERMINATOR 10 now electrical wires 
to check if they are live. Checks wiring, sockets, 
extension cables, right tmlba and fuses, quickly and 
safely. CHECKS MICROWAVE OVENS INSTANTLY 
FOR RADIATION LEAKAGE. 

Keep TERMINATOR 10 on hand in jour home- jwanf 
against dangerous electrical fauks. locate problems 
quickly- Simple to tssa- toll inati mtim ia anppllod. 

An indispensable safety aid, god g tougfa so entri/tfei 
ns wed Why take c.hnnorn when TERMINATOR 10 
costs only £6.99 inc. VAT? f*SOp towards PfeP, any 
quantity.] Make* an I d e al aadwel cm i m g Ut l 
Payment by cheque, P.O.. Aixeaa/MC/Visa/DeRa. 
m ' □□Qgpgtpg fflWtoodtandsPW 

□OQ FOX GuMford 

□□♦ - fe te Surrey GUI ZTJ . 
Orders/ querice 01483 S62549 or fax 01483456831 
Ask for a fin* leaflet about but cost alarm 
systems and carbon monoride detectors 


THE INDEPENDENT 

CHRISTMAS 
GIFT 
GUIDE 

. . . With Christmas just around the corner, 
over 1.4 million Independent aDd Independent 
on Sunday readers will be looking for gift 
ideas. 

Our Christmas Gift Guide can help you 
promote your products and services to our 
discerning readers. 

The Christmas advertising section appears in 
both the Independent and Independent on 
Sunday on the following Saturdays and 
Sundays:- 

October 25th-26th 

November lst-2nd, 8th-9th, 15tb-16th, 
22nd-23rd, 29tb-30tb 
December 6tb-7th 

We not only offer special discounts - up to 
25% for 14 insertions - but also our 
Christmas Competition encourages our 
readers to study the advertisements closely. 
To find out more and to book, your space . . . 

call the 

^ Christmas Gift 
ja g g. Guide Team 

SESEji. . 01712932323 
0171 293 2344 

Same: NRSJa/r ■flWanr V7 


esp r" y Parker Knoll 


"•**>*» 


Minty Ercol 
Cintique 

G*Plan owners 


m 
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y *y 

* 

m 


..... wm 

: V- -' J v $'**'* 




TAILORED 

COVERS 

These are NOT 
stretch covers 
but perfectly 
fitting tatored 
covers, cut 
precisely to the 
slz* smf shape 
of each model 


Wears also 
spectaBstsin 

RE-UPHOLSTERY * 

offering a complete restoration sendee 
by our highly sidled craftsmen. 

Whether your 
temHusneeds ■ 
taBored covers 
for a fresh 
new looker % 
complete fBu 
re-upho te tery 
and renovation w 
Lynpten ta the S 
only name you need to know. 


J l am interested In Tfehxed Covers □ ti e u ph o l st e ry □ trimrten 
i 

! Mafce/modei na of my fumitum- ff 


FREE j 

IKFOPMATIOH 
A' JD BR OCHURE 
>?S7 CC-?bs CS 

0181 

680 4750 

24 HOURS 



Able-LABELS 



ai.i. wm i v 

GESSB 





Adopt a resepid 
fii, inker, lick, 
n-ntHim, pit. 
(HI, firhy, no 
h n-kNUry lee 
(Big £6 yearly) to 
Rain tefct yerely (text ori lore. 
ChNb aomess and Mpi to tad ari 
on kr or lessen trim*. 

Me kr Odtenl vertalgBi k 


U Ism, hM« RnU 

IB127U let 0118301227 
hennaun 

HUsUe Christmas Cards 
k eotwittilB-luS 

HDbfda 1998 Calandar 

12 Sa actuary Sooon 

■ calow -Cl 35 
Pike RckdePU PnasUkSwry 

Ml caO afci AAgoHw ateH 

OasBpryate (taste 

■ tehte UmhqUt 

(Co. tbaJKISM) 


^ft-Ptea # 



[ Send to lyntdsn Ud. DspL 906, 43 Imperial Way Croydon CRB 4LP 


Unusual Gifts 







Wanted show 
houses for fully 
fitted kitchens 

Genuine offer 


real reductions. 


Solid factory made to order 
carcasses with interior 
matching door colours. 

TO tear Guarantee. 

Designer Appliances 
Free Design Service 
No Hidden Extras 


. Phone now. 

REE 


Coflectmg 


TREE 

sEimmsi % 

SEMSI W \ m 

pifAsuu:*. 

GLIDE! Jp 

- 


rjTu'r,^ * 


01635 862100 


i 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

tables always in XMCfatmdbdiquju 
JbekhoMfutead, 

* (Berki 

Library and writing •«» 

furniture also Only 6 mins from J1 3 M4 

usually available 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 



fM 

Era 


Antiques/FIne Art 


ANTIQUE DESKS 

large stocks of old desks, Oak, Mahogany, 
Wahrat, Victorian, Edspanfian, BoQtop, Cyfinder, 
Partner’s, Dickens and Pedestal Desks, abo 
Dhang Tables in stock. 

DON SINGES ANTIQUES 
WARWICK 
01926 499857 
01926 407989 
MOBILE 08365 25755 
Otd desks purchased 
S6A Mario* Place. Warwick 
{BteHBhgitellteiCren) 
«nv.irttqi*dedB£ 0 .uk 


[30%OFJ^^SE1§ 
r?ikw ^ 


w it -• 


From Burgundy, Bordeaux, Provence: 
Handsome 18th and 19th C. Armoires 
with delicate carving in cherry, walnut 
and oak. 

Also Empire and Louis-Philippe 
antique mirrors. 

Private Sale - 01494 443912 
(Buckinghamshire) 


House & Home 


House & Home 



ARTS & CRAFTS MOVEMENT 

SELLING EXHIBITION 

*>’ . /’• ■.*■• •’ • 

Sunday 26 October-' Sunday 16 November 
.C^sdogue available , 

ART FURNITURE 

, 

158 Camden Street Londovr NWI ffA 
Tel: 0171 267 4324 Fa*0t7! 26T5499 


Open 7 days per week 1 2 - 5 




For Sales 


For Sales 
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MAP MEASURERS 


COMPASSES U 
: isste ALTIMETERS 

Our impress/ve range of 40 ffj 

Pedometers allow you to 


your needs. If you Jog, Walk, 

Run, Cyde or you would just 
to know how for you hove walked 
the dog, you can measure the 
distance travelled. Lightweight and«^'4^3^ 

Precision Made Instruments 
guaranteed for reliability and accuracy. 

We also have a lame selection of Map Measurers, 
Compasses, Mognmers, Stop Watches etc all 
available at egteeHent prices. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 

■ — — WRITE FAX OR PHOfg FOR 

Vm fit ragv in ore FREE cslnr tndne of qoofay predrire jrenwnenti 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD (IN43) 

13/14 James Wtitt Close, Drayton Fields, 
Daventry, Nort h ern s NN1 5RJ 

Td 01327 706030 Fwt GiSB 871633 


Spoil yourself 
with the 
gift of time. 



For you- FREE brochures containing over 1 50 
Watch e5. Chronometers, Clocks, Barometers and 
Barographs complete the coupon or phone on: 

OIS-I 708 

Quote refe 



Instructions : 

feed vreedkiller 
observe 
repeat .... 


A rubber host was puslwd down the 
throats of beagle puppies and they 
were force fed the weedkiller, 
othofumesate In a UK lab o ratory. 

But this woedklllor had already been 
tested on animals and has been on the 
market for twenty years. 


P lea s e help the National 
AnU> Vivisection Society stop animal 
experiments. Wo are easing for 
freedom of Inf or ma tion and the ritf i t to 
oppose experiments before they take 
place. Help us today. 


□ Please send me a FREE information pack 

□ I enclose a donation to help the work of the 
National Anri- Vivisection 

□ £10 □ £15 Q£20 

Please make cheques or postal to 



r i~ 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Win a Prize 
In our Easy . - 
To Enter 
Christinas 
Competition 

The Independent In association with 

JStenaissance 

Is offering a special Christinas basket 
incorporating luxury food and wine every 
Saturday until 6th December in our 
Christinas Guide Competition. Every 
week the first correct postcard pulled out 
of the Christmas sack will win the special 
prize. 

How to Enter 

There are five questions, numbered one to 
five, hidden amongst the Christmas Gift 
Guide advertisements. Once you have 
found them, you must find the answers. 
These are located within the 
advertisements. Send your answers, 
together with your name, address and 
daytime telephone number on a postcard 
to: 

Christmas Gift Guide Competition No. 1, 
Marketing Department, 19th Floor. 

The Independent. 

One Canada Square. Canary Wharf, 
London £14 SDL 

Closing date for Competition No. 1 is 
Thursday 30th Ortober 1997 
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10/GARDENING 


A good workman claims his tools 



Dug out: David Bridgwater and tools Photograph: John Lawrence 


Living among the 
architectural glories of Bath is 
a man who collects and 
painstakingly reproduces 
antique gardening 

paraphernalia. 

“Sheffield made, haft and blade" sings 
an advertisement for Hardy’s spades, 
posted into the front of Beam ‘s Stuffing 
Gardening - published around the 
turn of the century, when the craft of 
gardening was at its peak. Thirty-five 
different kinds of spade were made by 
British manufacturers such as Hardy's 
and CT Skelton, also of Sheffield. 

Skelton. I learnt from David Bridg- 
water, who specialises in selling what 
he rails “horticultural paraphernalia”, 
was the Rolls-Royce of tool manu- 
facturers. If you have a Skelton spade, 
you can wield it with pride. Unfort- 
unately. I haven't, but I do have an old 
Skelton fem trowel, a 7-in blade of 
forged steel an inch -and-a -half wide, 
fixed with brass rivets to a wooden 
handle. It*s one of my favourite tools, 
perfect for bulb planting. 

Mr Bridgwater is a dangerous 
man. That has nothing to do with the 
collection of beautiful 18th-century 
pruning knives that he has been 
amassing over the last couple of years. 
It's because he talks so passionately 
about things such as his Dubois patent 
flower gatherer of 1913, his droop- 
snout watering-can { 19th-century Eng- 
lish. made from copper) and his 
Barrow's patent pruner of about 1913, 
that you feel that life cannot be worth 
living until you, too, have in your hand 
a thistle-headed daisy spud or a hand- 
forged hoe by Yandley of Stourbriclge, 
as used by the 
fussiest of 
Edwardian head 
gardeners. 

Some of his 
treasures were once on sale at Clifton's 
Nursery in London's Little Venice. 
Now. if you want to persuade him to 
sell you something you have to seek 
him out on the northern outskirts of 
Bath, where he fives at the end of a 
long, rutted track with a view, as my 
.American buddy says, “to die for" 

For a while, he worked in Bath, 
dealing In architectural antiques. 
Then, for the first time in his life, he 
found himself in a house with a gar- 
den. Preferring, always, the old to die 
new, he looked round for a spade and 
a fork to use. The spade he acquired 
happened to be a Skelton, a beauti- 
ful thing with a long handle and fiat 
treads on the top of the blade, so that 
you don't cut the soles of your boots 
when you are digging. 

Thai set him off. Finding out about 
old things is an essential part of deal- 
ing in them, and his office is now thick 
with piles of old catalogues, copies of 
patents and advertisements, which 
help him to date the tools he collects 
and track down details of the firms that 
made them. 

Some are exceedingly esoteric. 


Asparagus knives with curious; saw-like 
edges have come back into fashion 
again. But who now uses raspberry- 
cane cutters? Mr Bridgwater has got 
one, which he describes as a “gentle- 
man's tool", the sort of thing a Vic- 
torian dilettante might amuse himself 
with on a 


“The trou- 
ble is,” he said, turning the raspber- 
ry-cane cutter over to reveal the 
beautiful grain of the wooden handle, 
“if I get into something, I really get into 
it”. So that's why whole families of 
gleaming 19th-century billhooks are 
lined up in his workshop, why he does 
not blink at paying thousands of 
pounds for a rare watering-can, and 
why he is one of the few people in Eng- 
land who can show you exactly how a 
19th-century patented dock-eradica- 
tor works. (Imagine a huge ball-point 
pen on the end of a stick. You press 
down the point, and a precise amount 
of poison is delivered straight into the 
heart of the dock. It’s very satisfying:) 

Was there a living to be made deal- 
ing in these kinds of things, I asked? 
“Not a sensible one," he replied. 
"But it’s irresistible. It's the skill in the 
making that I appreciate." 

“This is cast,” he continued disap- 
provingly, picking up what seemed to 
be a perfectly good trowel, made by 
Gaynor of Sheffield. How could he telL, 
I wondered? “Oh! you know. Just the 
smoothness, the regularity of it." 

Texture was what distinguished 


proper old glass bell cloches from 
modern middlc-Euiupean copies, he 
explained. The old cloches were un- 
evenly made, with patches of thick and 
thin glass. The new ones are more uni- 
form and the glass has a slightly frosty 
appearance compared with the clarity 
of the old ones. Old bell cloches rarefy 
have the glass knob at the top intact. 
Gardeners generally knocked them off 
because the knob had the effect of con- 
centrating the rays of the sun and burn- 
ing the plants sheltering underneath. 

Brade is the other name to look out 
for. said the encyclopaedic Mr Bridg- 
water. Brade, like Skelton, specialised 
in high-quality hand tools, such as their 
beautiful, long-handled daisy-grub- 
ber of forged steel, mode in Birming- 


ham around 1900. The elegantly 
splayed, double-pronged head is 
backed by a curved bowl of steel. Real 
men chose tools with D rather than T 
handles, tools such as Bradcs Spring 
Temper potato fork of around 1930, 
with broad, flat, generous tines. 

Tools made after 1916 arc usually 
stamped “Made in England". Before 
that, it was enough simply to say 
“Sheffield". All over the world, the 
Sheffield stamp was recognised as the 
mark of quality. That’s why a pair of 
shears made at the turn of the centu- 
ry will still cut as well as a brand-new 
pair. And why a spade that may have 
been used every week for the past 100 
years still shears through the ground 
like the proverbial knife in butter. 


And what son of prices do you have 
to pay for this stuff, 1 wondered? £65 
for a beautiful, long-handled Skelton 
bulb planter, £70 for a hand-forged 
Victorian line-spinner, £75 for a de- 
cent spade made by Skelton or Brade. 
“If you can find them," added Mr 
Bridgwater gloomily. 

The increasing difficulty in picking 
up good old thing s is what led him into 
the business of reproductions. His first 
venture is the Paxton watering-can, a 
copy of the one he saw a few yean ago 
in a Cotswdd antiques shop. He didn't 
buy it at the time, but telephoned a few 
days later to say he wanted it, only to 
be told that it bad already gone to some- 
one else. It has haunted him ever since. 

The can was made until the end of 
the 19th century from an original de- 
sign by Joseph Paxton, the prodigious 
head gardener in charge at 
Chatsworth, Derbyshire, in the early 
Victorian era. The Bridgwater copy is 
made from hot dipped galvanised 
iron by, he says, “the lasttinsmiths in 
Birmingham". It is an elegant, oval \ 
shape, with a long spout, and comes { 
in two sizes, two-and-a-half gallons ; 
(£69) and one gallon (£59). 

I hope my husband is reading this, \ 
because I want one for my birthday, j 

2 

You can find David Bridgwater ( if | 
you’re luckv) at Heather Cottage, Lans- \ 
down, Bath BA 1 9BL (01225 463435). j 
For a detailed pictorial history of gar - ] 
den tools, decorative containers, garden [ 
mictures.JumituKetc,getholdofac opy j 
of Antiques fivm the Garden ' byAlis- { 
xair Morris ( Garden Art Press, £25). ; 


ANNA PAVORD 

church. 


CU TTINGS 


Raymond Cooper^** 
from Shaftesbury in Dor»A* 

wanting to know where he 

can buy ‘Edzell Blue 

^Theyare knobbly, roughfy 
oval potatoes with a purpteh- 
blue skin, second earbes 

(known since 1890) and 

particularly good for roastmg- 
Ttiey are available frnj**^* 

MMacLean,DonioABim, 

Crieff, Perthshire PH? 3Q N 
(01764 652472), Edwin 
flicker & Sons Ltd, Brewery 
Meadow, Stonepark. 

Ashburton, Newton Abbott, 

Devon TQ13 7DG (01364- 
S52403), and Websters Seed 

1 Trut 1 fi OdlW 


Caroline Boisset has 
wowed London’s gardeners 
over the last few years with 
her huge, glowing displays of 
pumpkins and squashes, 
shown at the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s 
autumn shows. Now she has 
written a book. Pumpkins and 
S quash es (Mitchell Beazley, 
£14.99) which tells you not 
only how to grow them, but 
how to cook them, too. 

She also gives information 
on drying and preserving 
ornamental gourds and 
includes an invaluable 


-my, with detail of the 
fences between vanet.es. 

ieen a ‘Green Hubbard 

i a ‘Queensland Blue . 

-olineBoisset has the 
wers. 

■t chance to catch the 
rises Crafts at 

^Chelsea Old Tbwn Hall» 
rt Road, London SW3, 

>h ends tomorrow. 

Zeners should look out 

Geo Mussi’s fountains 
I figures, wall panels and 
c made from kiln-fired 
^ic. Mart de la Torres 
s, made from red 



vj — 
ection of cactL 
31 amire’s unis wi th 

jred in the Evening 
i’s garden al the 
Flower Show earlier 
■_ When the summer 
,"f annuals is over, you 
id on the urn and 
it was an ornament 
me. Also on show is 
> made by David 
Antonis Cardew and 


Anna Pavord 


WEEKEND WORK 


Vegetable gardens need a 
good dean-out at this time of 
the year, removing runner 
beans (and shelling any dried- 
off pods for seed), clearing 
out French beans (and 
shelling any overgrown pods 
for haricots). Overblown 
lettuces should also go on the 
compost heap, together with 
the rotting leaves that tend to 
lie round parsnips and 
ceJeriac. Celeriac roots hump 
out of the ground as they 
grow and you need u» clean 
off old leaves regularly, 
leaving just the ones that are 
growing upright. 

Start to spread muck over 
cleared ground in the 
vegetable garden. This 
prevents annual weeds from 
germinating and protects the 
soil from rain splash. Digging 
it in is a job that you can 
spread out over the rest of 
the winter. 

Transplant self-seeded 
biennials and perennials that 
have put themselves in the 
wrong places. Seedlings of 
aquilegia, verbascum and 
foxgloves can all be shifted 
now. Fill in the spaces 


between with masses of bulbs. 
A trowel is a better planting 
tool for bulbs than a dibber, 
which has too pointed an end 
- there is a danger your bulb 
will be left hanging in space 
underground, with nothing to 
get its roots into. 

Insulate greenhouses with 
bubble polythene to cut down 
on beating costs. 

Constructing a double- 
insulated comer inside the 
greenhouse saves even more. 
You can then heat just this 
space and leave the rest at 
sub-zero. Bring in succulents 
that have been spending the 
summer outside. If the 
compost is wet. repot them in 
fresh compost, using plenty of 
grit for extra drainage. 

Check growths of ail 
climbers and wall shrubs, 
tying in whippy growths 
where necessary to save them 
lushing about This applies 
particularly to shrubs such as 
fast-growing ceanothus, 
which is very brittle, and to 
the pale-flciwercd Solatium 
jasminoides which continues 
to grow and flower until the 
first frosts. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


AN AGRIFRAMES SPECIAL OFFER FOR NOVEMBER 


Over 40% off SPUN WEB FLEECE 


THE VERSATILE ALL YEAR 
WEATHER PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR PRECIOUS 
PLANTS AND SEEDLINGS 

Now is the time to prepare for 
the colder months ahead, and no 
gardener should he witboui a 
roll or two of this wonderfully 
versatile fleece. 

Think of it as a gossamer light 
duvet for plants. Warm. suit, strong, 
permeable and translucent - if 
allows plants lo (loutish and grow 
while protecting them from birds, 
insects and the worst of the winter 
rains and frosi. A single layer of 
spun wch fleece can provide frost 
protection down to 29* F (3 degrees 
of frost) - a double layer down in 6 
degrees of frost. Use it to help 
protect vour precious half-hardy 
plants and climbers. Drape it over 
vulnerable seedlings and newly 


THE IDEAL GROWING 
ENVIRONMENT 


FROST 

A warm, snug, 
frost resistant 
cocoon for 
your plants. 

RAIN 

Allows water 
penetration 
while preventing 
damage from 
heavy rain. 

SUN 
Deflects 
harmful rays. 

Provides cooling 

shade. Promotes 
water retention 



BIRDS & INSECTS: Provides 
extra protection from greedy 
birds and flying insects. 





sown grass or as a low cost 
“cloche ’ io extend the growing 
season and bring on early flowers 
and vegetables. 

Additionally use under glass lo 
reduce healing bills and give shade 
from the sun. 

Now you can save over 40$ 
on our big value 12m x 1.5m 
(40ft x 5ft) approx, roll when you 
order before the special offer 
doses on 3m h November 1997. 

cplgriframes 


SPUN WEB FLEECE TOLLS 12m « 1 5m 1 4OT . SH) 

BfG VALUE 

12 METRE (40F7)ROU 

CATALOGUE PRICE 

fNC.P&p 

NOW ONLY 

£7.95 


inc. 

P&P 


PACK OF 20 
OPTIONAL 
FIXING P^GS. 

£2.99, 


Your money refunded if nor >A ili^ued 

-return umoed within N ituyS 

Normal desoadt urttin S days hut 
please aBow up to 28 days for delivery 


Aeririnirto Ltd. Churl wtmN lUwd.E^Grlastend. Sussex RHW 2 HG. 

Tncc.vr.oinuGic'TCTxagunWIfvCtrtiFtottKtOTacSi?*: 


ORDER NOW-OFFER ENDS NOVEMBER 30TH. 


Please send 
Phase send 


Hqtyloi SPUN WEB FLEECE 2 t £7 95 me. P£P. | 
_ IOty}tfoacksal20 FWfNG PEGS a! £2.99 me. P&P- j 

l SaridTecueioAgrtramsUdO^artwocjdsf^EaaC^isi^.SLJSs^l^i^^Hj. I 

I Or charg? MasterCard □ Visa □ Switch D Total C I 

i i i i i i T - T TTT i r ~T~rnr r~i ~ r r ~i _ . . r i"l j”| Jj 





Swich issue No. L — 1 

m 


t 

Postcode _ 


— Tel 




I r'raero.neierfYaidDniXwa 
| Q n t^lTimu^PJC0r n 00 , ><g- 


MASTERCARD /VISA /SWITCH ORDER ‘2*01342 310021 (24hrs) FAX: 01342 310099. 


GARDENING 


To advertise in this section 
please call Andrew Wharton 
on 0171 293 2323. 


pnliu 

TniR«Dph*iBd«iBdUll 
trait into put, fasti jak*. 
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GROWING YOUR 
OWN POTATOES? 

Treat yourself to the best... 

This is Picasso, our tasty brand new main-cropper, 
bred from Cara but maturing 3 weeks 
earlier. Russet in colour it produces a 
HUGE crop of oval, uniform tubers 
- PERFECT for baking, 
n You can lift this and 

DOZENS of other 
varieties from the NEW 
Golden Anniversary 
\S' Edition of the Marshalls 


catalogue. It has 
everything you reed for 
your Kitchen Garden. 


— — &*’— 

POST THIS C0VP0S TO S£. m rshaB 4 Co. UL. I Dept 5181 FREEPOST. Wtsbeeh. Combs. PEIJ 2BR. 
Ptmt voimt my FREE copy of I be nor HmfuBi t998 CoUbgat 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

rosrcnuF 

Q Please tick if ran prefer uoi la metre nwa'finci fr</m other wleetrd (ompuaiej. 

24 HOUR CATALOGUE ORDERLINE 



01 945 583 407 


Quoting 
Refs 528 



FAX: 0171 293 2505 


TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 


Al laat - aa seen at 
Garden and Flower 
Shows n a t i o n wi d e - the 
door mat that really 
works! No muddy 
footprints or pawmeriw 
on clean floors and 
it 



Turtle Dirt Trapper boor 
mats stop dirt at (ho door 
of home, conservatory or 
car wtth absorbent cotton 

pSo ""US? 19 arld W8n 9 r( »9y dirt from shoes, and 

pawn. WWi non -slip fetox tacking, they are fully machine. 

wash able at 40“C. Avafemio In »w colour, and 3 Bran 
B®*- Cisral, Black/WhUa. Fawn, Dark Grey, Seal Brown. BbcWBnmr, 
•7S«50emC1MS. -75« lOOemEttSS. -75 , IManWftSS 
Wu.Q96PSPp.rmn. 

aeato ol mean and pnciar 

from: Unde Mat Co, 92a Kings Road, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HT 

Tel: 0181 296 0366 
Fax: 0181 296 0360 




GARDEN WATCHER n \& 

KEEPS CATS OUT 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 

Cat Deference System 

by STOCK NUTRITION 

STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR191RD 
01362 694957 


£49.95' 

ffcctxfhgnln 

,adMwMffOn 




but you hate moving 
bsavy toads. One 
Pbone call and your 
problem is solved. 

C&N fl&B on 0800 

our battery driven whedbarrow. 
TTie Moto-Barrow Company 

9 Century Way, March Camtis PEIS SOW 


BANGLEYS 

Aquatics 

LANGLEYS FAJ 
Nr. WHITE RODI 
GREAT dunmc 
ESSEX. 

Telephone: 101279 ) X 

Upra 10 ui to pj 

t*«n da, tariwfeg Ba* H 

A *pcciaJis water garden 
landscaped will] displav 
up lo 15.000 gallons to 
“Wkia< your leisure. 
Modasis of a vast range c 
and wahar garden eqmpn 
sun the beginner ridii tfin 
Uic enthusiast. 

Specialists in top , 
Japanese Koi and Koi 
ccuipnienf. Plus a wxxj 
of ornamental fish and 

oouse now open. 



Chelst 

St 

Natural Pine. 

comptetelB 

mins to assent 

Rustproof Bttin 
Ready to finbt 
lor Moor/ 
outdoor ustL 
dan 



Classified 
Advertising 
also appears on 
Page 4. 
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Who’s eating all the fish? 




Where have all the sea trout gone? 
Ask the disgruntled fishermen, and 
they all give the same answer: 
*Killed by sea lice, every one'. And 
what produces a lethal 
concentration of sea lice in 
estuaries and sea lochs? 

‘Salmon farms,* they reply. 

It is now nearly nine years since sea trout 
all bin disappeared from the mid-west of Ire- 
land, and a lucrative rural industry suddenly 
collapsed. Later, similar declines set in on 
the west coast of Scotland and in Norwegian 
rivers. Experts seeking to defend salmon 
farms pointed out that sea trout catches had 
been falling since the Fifties - 30 years be- 
fore the first farms were established - and 
suggested other possible causes, not least 
acidification of rivers, brought about by care- 
less planting of conifers which collect toxic 
substances from the atmosphere. 

Yet now. after numerous investigations, 
Irish owners are convinced that they know 
what is happening. They believe that sznolts 
- second-year sea trout, hatched in rivers - 
are healthy enough when they migrate 
down into the estuaries; but there, within 
days, they become infested with sea lice. 
These are so numerous that they literally eat 
the young trout alive: grazing all along their 
backs, they strip off the protective layer of 
mucus, and then the skin, until nothing re- 
mains of the dorsal fin but three bony spikes. 
Finally they bore into the back of the head. 

Some fish turn tail within a few days and 
return to the river, presumably because they 
know instinctively that fresh water will kfll 
the lice. The trouble is, there is no food for 
them in the river - which is why they mi- 
grated out to sea in the first place. They 
may have a second or third tiy at getting 
out, but in the end they die, either directly 

DUFF 

HART- DAVIS 


from physical damage, or from secondary 
infections brought on by the removal of their 
protective layer. 

This process is now clearly understood 
- and the phenomenon of prematurefy- 
retuming. lice -infested sea trout has been 
found only in areas where there are mar- 
ine salmon cages. It is also well known that 
salmon farms are besieged by sea lice, and 
that managers struggle ceaselessly with an 
ever-changing variety of chemicals to keep 
the parasites under control. 

What nobody has been able to prove is 
that the lice which are killing trout derive 
from the farms -yet it seems beyond doubt 
that if cages containing hundreds of thou- 
sands of salmon are infested with parasites, 
the general level of lice in sea loch or es- 
tuary is bound to increase. 


In Ireland, rather than join forces in an 
attempt to solve the problem, fishery own- 
ers and fanners became polarised in sepa- 
rate camps, and bitter arguments raged. In 
1995. goaded by the general refusal to ad- 
mit responsibility, a group of owners on the 
west coast launched a major lawsuit a gainst 
the Irish government and 10 salmon farm- 
ing companies. 

Their case against the state was (and is) 
that the government has allowed the farm- 
ers too much latitude, and failed to exer- 
cise its statutory responsibility to protect wild 
fish. The fanners are being sued for caus- 
ing a nuisance, polluting the estuaries, and 
breaching the fishermen’s constitutional 
right to make a living. 

After preliminary hearings, the lawsuit 
has now reached the discovery stage, which 
is due to be heard in the High Court in 
Dublin next year. Leading the charge 
is Peter Mantle, owner of the Del- 
phi fishery on the coast of Co 
Mayo, litis small but 
famous and 
beautiful 


feet of the farms on wfld salruon, which have 
also declined sharply on much of the west 
coast of Scotland. Here the picture is less 
clear, because the habits of salmon and sea 
trout are different: whereas young trout re- 
main in shallow water around the coast, 
salmon smolts head straight out into the 
ocean and stay in deep water for at least a 
year before returning to their native river 
to spawn. It is thus, in theory, less likely dm 
they pick up lethal closes of sea lice from 
around salmon cages. 

Nevertheless, by setting fine-mesh nets 
across the mouths of fjords the Norwe- 
gians have discovered that 
out-going salmon 
smolts do col- 
lect lice, 
and 


Scotland, has recommended es t ablish ing a 
new, independent body to regulate all fish 
farming Angling nr ga nkatifyif are extremely 
keen that such a body should come into be- 
ing; the Salmon & Trout Association, under 
its director Chris Poupard, has been lobby- 
ing intensively to have one set up, but so far 
has met with a “very negative” response 
“The last government took the farmers’ 
side,” says Mr Poupard. “They agreed that 
the farms may cause a problem, 
but claimed that 


Under threat: sea trout numbers are dwindling. The annual catch of 
one fishery m Ireland used to be 1.500 but is now 100. 

Photograph: Ardea 



catchment 
used to yield an aver 
age of 1,500 sea trout a year, but, after 
a bumper season in 1985. annual catches 
plunged to about 100. Since the settlement 
of another lawsuit. Mr Mantle is temporarily 
bound not to speak to the press - but his 
views are widely known. 

The Irish fishery owners are not suing for 
money. Their aim, rather, is to restore their 
rivers, and make the court do what their gov- 
ernment has failed to do -create a regime 
which ensures that salmon farms stop pol- 
luting the estuaries. Because sea lice are no- 
toriously difficult to control, and quickly 
become resistant to new chemicals, the only 
long-term solution may be a policy similar 
to that adopted by the Norwegians, who have 
stipulated that no new farm may be sited 
within 20 kilometres of rivers bolding wfld 
fish. The Irish owners tersely point out that 
whereas rivers cannot be moved, cages can. 

Part of the debate now is about the ef- 


tbe presump- 
tion must be that huge numbers of them are 
being eaten to death at sea. Another prob- 
lem is that of escapes or deliberate releas- 
es. In August, for instance, somebody cut 
the cages of a farm in Loch Tbrridon and 
let out 50,000 salmon. From traces of the 
artificial colouring used in farm feed, it has 
already been established that tame salmon 
go up rivers and spawn in the same redds 
(gravel beds) as wild fish. What effect does 
this have on instincts evolved over thousands 
of years? Do the offspring of formed fish 
lack the ability to find their way back to a 
river, and do they somehow confuse their 
wfld cousins? 

In the past, licences for salmon forms in 
Scotland have been granted by the Crown 
Estate, but now a report on strategy, prepared 
by Lord Nixon for the Secretary of Stale for 


complex factors were involved. We don’t 
agree. We believe the central issue is sea lice.” 

There has been one bit of good news for 
the fishermen. Until now the east coast of 
Scotland has remained almost entirely free 
of farms, and the Crown Estate recently re- 
jected an application to expand a small unit 
in the Cromarty Firth into a major enter- 
prise producing 2,000 tons of salmon a year. 
“We objected to the proposal like crazy," 
says Mr Poupard. “because it would have 
affected a large number of east coast rivers. 
The significant thing is that one of the Qown 
Estate’s reasons for refusing was the pos- 
sible impart on wfld fishety interests. It’s the 
first time they have ever acknowledged this 
in turning down an application. There’s a 
glimmer of hope on the “horizon.” 


NATUR E NOTE 

With the harvest gone from the fields, and supplies of void food dwindling in 
woods and hedges, rats have withdrawn into barns. Thoroughly unwelcome lodgers 
they are, too, for they carry unpleasant diseases such as leptospirosis, and their 
destructive capacity is astonishing. Not only do they chew their way into sacks 
of corn or potatoes: they also gnaw through wood and even burrow through 
the interstices of stonework. Once established under the floor or in the roof 
of a building, they are very hard to shift. They are also inveterate egg-stealers. 
They certainly roll chickens' eggs along the floor by pushing with their noses, 
to eat them in a place of safety. But do they curry eggs as well? Old country 
characters tell how one rat lies on its back, cradling the egg in all four legs, 
while another drags the live trolley off by the tail. 'Due or false? I am never 
sure - but not for nothing do humans use the phrase “rat-like cunning". 

Duff Hart-Dovis 
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Global warming 
is feathering 
the nests 


Good news this week 
from the Wildlife Trusts: 
little egrets are breeding 
in Britain. Daniel Butler 
examines the 
implications. 

The little egret, a white, heron- 
like bird originally from the 
Mediterranean, was one- of our 
rarest visitors until 1988 when 
small flocks began to be 

repotted. Last year the first pan- 

nested in Poole Harbour, and 
this year five pairs successfully 
reared 12 young. 

The little egrets are not 
alone: several species, whether 
previously unknown or regard- 
ed as rare migrants, are now 
firmly established on our list of 
bre eding birds. CettTs warbler 
began breeding in Hampshire 
and the West Country in the Six- 
ties. Although this small, drab 
lover of damp scrub is usually 
found only in southern Eu- 
rope,.today there are probably 
around 500 pairs in this coun- 
try. What makes this all the 
more remarkable is that, unlike 
all but one of our remaining 
warblers, it overwinters here. 

The greatest success story of 
all, however, is that of the col- 
lared dove. Until the Thirties the 


nearest population was in the 
Balkans, but over the next 20 


with the first Britidi nest reported 
in 1955. Now tins pigeon is wide- 


fond and lowland Scotland. 

. . Elsewhere, previously scarce 
birds have notched up marked 

successes. Best known is the os- 
prey, exterminated in the last 
century, which began to breed 

here again in the Fifties and now 
numbers almost 300 pairs. The 
hobby - a small, migratory fal- 
con - is less familiar, but its 
numbers have risen from about 
fin pairs in the Fifties to between 
500 and 900 pairs today, while 
there axe more than 100 pairs 
nf mar sh harriers (down to two 
pairs in the Fifties). 

So why the sudden attraction 
of Britain? Global wanning is 
the obvious answer, according 
to Chris Meade, who orches- 
trates the British This! for Or- 
nithology’s authoritative census: 
“This could well be advance 
wanting of climate change.” be 
says sombrely. “Nature can be 
incredibly sensitive to even the 
slightest variations in tempera- 
ture and r ainfafl. ” Tb bade his 
^ he points out that records 
indicate that many birds across 
Europe are beginning to breed 



up to a month earlier than they 
did 50 yeans ago. 

The reason is that higher 
temperatures mean more food 
- and, in particular, insects- dur- 
ing the critical eariy weds of the 
breeding season. Sure enough, 
the boon in new bird species has 
been echoed among inverte- 
brates such as the median wasp 


(first recorded herein 1988) and 
the yellow-winged darter (a 
southern European dragonfly, 
first recorded in 1995). 

Changing land use is also re- 
sponsible for some improve- 
ments. Although modernisation 
of agriculture has undoubted- 
ly resulted in a drastic decline 
in pasture-loving skylarks and 


grey partridges, where there are 
losers there are also winners. 
One dear beneficiary is the col- 
lared dove, which has used the 
recent shift to cereals to 
colonise farmyards where it 
feeds on spilt grain. 

Other land changes have 
helped the hobby: “Although 
hobbies live mainly on insects 


such as dragonflies, which do 
better with wanner weather, 
their increase may well be to do 
with the construction industry, 
which has led to more gravel pits 
and hence more hunting- 
grounds,” says Meade. 

But although all these factors 
may be at work in southern Eng- 
land. none of them appears to 


Bom in Britain: this year 
five pairs of little egrets 
have successfully reared 12 
young in this country 

Photograph: Ardea 


explain the sudden arrival of 
northern visitors such as the 
Lapland bunting, formerly re- 
garded as an occasional winter 
migrant fleeing particularly 
hard Arctic weather. 

The purple sandpiper is an- 
other recent arrival from the 
north, first breeding in Caithness 
in 1978. Today there are probably 


half-a-dozen pairs, but Scotland 
has plenty of potentially suitable 
habitats, and bird-watchers 
throughout the country are 
hopeful that they will soon be- 
come firmly established. 

“Global warming doesn't 
necessarily mean higher tem- 
peratures across the whole of 
Britain,” counters Meade. He 
goes on to explain that many sci- 
entists believe that as Antarc- 
tica thaws, the meltwater could 
shift the Gulf Stream west- 
wards. At the moment this 
keeps Scotland wanner than 
similar latitudes elsewhere. 

Nonetheless, Meade admits 
that rising mercury cannot be 
the whole answer. He says im- 
proved counting methods are 
leading to more reports of rar- 
ities. Also, raptors have un- 
doubtedly benefited from a 
change in attitudes among 
gamekeepers, while all birds 
have been helped by legal pro- 
tection and a decline in egg-col- 
lecting and taxidermy. 

In spite of this, he believes 
that global warming is fcy far the 
most important factor. Assum- 
ing he is right, it should serve to 
remind us that whereas climate 
change has terrifying implica- 
tions for man, many wild crea- 
tures wifi undoubtedly benefit. 
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Just keep your eye on the bishop’s hat 


A historic path links the cathedral 
cities of Winchester and Salisbury. 
Mark Rowe makes a pilgrim’s 
progress along the 27-mlle 
Clarendon Way. 

It is possibly Britain's least trodden sbort- 
distance path, yet the Clarendon Way links 
two of En glan d’s most picturesque cathe- 
dral cities and gives classic views of rolling 
countryside. The walk gets its name from 
Clarendon Palace, a medieval seat of pow- 
er three miles outside Salisbury where, in 
1 164, Henry II hosted a councQ that sparked 
an early skirmish in the battle between crown 
and church. Thomas Becket -killed just six 
years later - was present at the meeting. 

The mute starts at Winchester cathedral 
and finishes in the delightful grounds of its 


counterpart in Salisbury. From cathedral 
door to cathedral door is 27 miles but 
progress is not physically demanding: apart 
from one or two short, sharp climbs, the 
Way lumbers gently over downs with little 
puff required. Nevertheless, it is best ne- 
gotiated over two days, with a range of ex- 
cellent pubs and B&Bs available en route. 

In Winchester we started by inspecting 
the shrine of St S within in the 1 lth-centmy 
cathedral (Legend has it that if it rains on 
St Swithin’s day, 15 July, it will rain for 40 
days more). After a march up Winchester 
town centre past the hospital, we turned right 
into Kilim Lane and were almost immedi- 
ately in the country, walking past a golf 
course, then a stud farm, following the route 
symbol of a bishop's hat. After two hours 
we came to Farley Mount country park. 

The path dives into woods and out on 
to open fields before climbing abruptly up 


to Beacon Hill, at 174m the highest point 
of the route. Here we came across a tri- 
angular monument bizarre enough to ag- 
itate the imagination of an AT Files addict: 
it has terrestrial, though curious, origins, 
marking the burial place of a horse that in 
1733 tumbled 25 feet Into a local quarry. 
Both horse and rider survived to win a race 
the following year, while carrying the 
name Beware Chalk Pit The monument 
gjves fine views in all directions; Winchester 
is already five miles east, tucked away in 
the valley behind the country park. 

The path then drops swiftly, giving far- 
reaching views of ploughed fields, farm- 
houses, sheep, pigs, and trees huddled 
together on gentle hills. A short stretch goes 
through a horse-jumping field. After four 
hours you come to the village of King’s 
Sombome, where welcome drinks can be 
downed in the friendly Andover Arms. 


There are two paths out of King's So in- 
born e, which both pick up the Clarendon 
Way; we unwittingly chose the least used 
one, fighting our way through brambles. 
Soon we crossed the River Tfest, where ‘‘Pri- 
vate Fishing" notices met our every turn. 
We then passed from trout to trotters, walk- 
ing by pig battery farms. Plaintive squeal- 
ing from the huts was, I am asharmvi to say, 
not enough to strike bacon from the next 
day’s full English breakfast. 

The Clarendon Way then dropped down 
off the brow of a hilL crossed a ford at Wal- 
lop brook and led us into Broughton, a pretty 
village of half-timbered cottages and Geor- 
gian brick houses, where we spent the 
night The food and local drink at the Tally 
Ho pub are superb; do not miss the circu- 
lar medieval dovecote in the churchyard of 
St Mary’s, where pigeons were bred in the 
14th century as a major source of food. 


The next day’s walk is straightforward 
though you must keep a sharp eye out for 
the bishop’s mitre sign on the short climb 
out of Broughton: if you pass the reservoir 
to your right rather than on your left you 
wfll go seriously astray. At Buckholc Farm 
we picked up the old Roman way and made 
fast progress to the village of Middle Win- 
ter-slow, where again you must hunt around 
for the route waymar kings. At the village 
of Pitton we plunged into the dense woods 
of the Clarendon estate. After a couple of 
miles of conifers we arrived at Clarendon 
Palace — an overgrown wall is all that re- 
mains of a royal hunting- lodge for Norman 
kings and a mansion for the PUuitagenets. 

We emerged from the woods to see the 
spire of Salisbury cathedral poking above 
the small hills. It takes an hour from the 
first sight of the cathedral to reach its doors, 
where we were faced with an agony of in- 


cision: should we flake out in the groan* 
the cathedral, or visit the 
jp? Unable to choose, we did both, and 
commend you to do the same. 

me-way train ticket from Salisbury to Win • 
>s ter costs £8.40. Buses between the cutes 
not run on Sundays in winter. If driving, 
rk in Kilim Lane in Winchester as tong- 
m parking in the town centre is difficult 
i expensive; this cuts 1.5 miles off the route. 
e is outlined in Lonely Planet’s ‘Walk - 

- in Britain sketch map and mule details 
o from Winchester Tourist Information 
1962 8405001. B&Bs in Broughton and 
ig's Sombome can be booked from Win- 
vster. Salisbury Tourist Information Centre 
f 722 554956) is also helpful 
ms: OS maos 184 and 185 are mcom- 


GAMES 


BAWN O’BEIRNE RAN E LAG H 

DON'T JUNK IT - USE IT 


Only one pair of pliers, two corks and 
three wire coat-hangers are needed 
for this week’s piece of recycled junk. 
Here, in good time for Halloween or 
bonfire night, is how to make a 
toasting 
fork. 

1. Take your 
three coat- 
hangers and 
cutoff the 
question- 
mark 
shaped 
hooks to 
leave three 
pieces that may be straightened easily. 

2. Straighten them easily. 

3. Put one of the straight pieces aside 
and make two right-angled bends in 
each of the others, one about three 


inches from the end, the other about 
two inches further down. They will be 
the two outer prongs 
4. Cut the third, straight wire to the 
same length as the two bent ones. 

5. Use fuse wire to 
tie them ail 
together in the 
desired fork shape. 

6. For the handle, 
use two 

champagne corks 
with a hole drilled 
through them 
lengthwise. 

Thread the corks 

onto the handle. 

You now have the perfect 
implement for making toast, roasting 
marshmallows, or scaring irick-or- 
treatere away from the door. 



GAME OF THE WEEK PANDORA MELLY 

WILLIAM HARTSTON GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


One important criterion for . 
assessing the merit of any family 
game is the simplicity of its rules. 
One really does not want to have to 
fight through pages of instructions 
before starting. By that standard, 
the “Really Nasty Horse Racing 
Game" from Upstarts! did not look 
promising. The rules occupied two 
sides, printed small on an A4-sized 
sheet But they are clearly-written, 
not too difficult to grasp, and well 
worth the effort 

The format of the game is a 
horse-race in which each player 
(from two to six) moves his horse 
round a track according to the 
throws of a dice. So far, it's ludo. 
but what gives the Really Nasty 
Horse Racing Game its edge is the 
penalty cards which you can play 
against other players’ horses - or 
your own. if you want to — and the 
opportunity to bet on the result of 


each race, bets may be placed 
either on your own horse, or on 
that of one other player. 

Playeis may select which horse 
from their stable runs in each race, 
a dice throw determines which lane 
it runs in, and both those factors 
combine to determine the odds 
offered on the horse. 

“Be as nasty as possible to your 
fellow players" it says in the rules, 
and that's what makes it such fun. 
My nasty children loved knocking 
each other’s horses out of the race. 
James - going for death or glory - 
always bet on his own horse; 
Nicholas - the aleaiorically 
advantaged one - won most of the 
races; and - best of all - 1 ended up 
with most money, because I 
generally had the good sense to bet 
on Nicholas’s horse. 

The Really Nasi y Horse Racing 
Game , £29.99 from Upstarts! 


Charles Saumarez Smith, 43, director of 
the National Portrait Gallery, London 

My mother liked us to enter the mothers-and- 
sons* race, which was an important fixture at 
the school sports day. I can’t remember if we 
were tied together or not, but she was 
extremely athletic, having won a Cambridge 
blue in both hockey and tennis, so we were 
always expected to win. She was immensely 
proud that we won when she was 50, and she 
was able to go into honourable retirement 

I was brought up to play all sorts of 
competitive games. The worst was called 
Billiard Fives, a lethal game played by large 
numbers of people on a full-sized billiard 
table. You take turns io burling the bail at the 
cushion at the far end, then you run around 
the table and are out if the ball is allowed to 
touch the near cushion. It ends when there are 
only two people left. 

I wasn’t tremendously good at games. 1 
played in the teams at prep school, but let the 
side down in cricket. 1 was made wicket 


keeper because I was so bad at throwing, and 
was opening bat at a match when we were all 
out for three. I don’t think we won at all when 
I was in the Fust Eleven, which was 
embarrassing. When 1 went to Marlborough, 1 
gave up almost all competitive games, because 
at the time. I was too short. 

I run round Canary Wharf occasionally, 
and recently I went on a long walk with two 
friends along Offa's Dyke. We started at 
Chepstow on the day after the election and 
arrived at Knighton four days and 80 miles 
later. After the first day I was completely 
exhausted, but by the third day. I was able to 
walk from Llanthony Abbey over the Black 
Mountains to Hay-on-Wye, arriving in time for 
lunch. 

■4s part of the forthcoming millennium 
celebrations, the National Portrait Gallery, in 
conjunction with the Sports Ministry, is planning 
an exhibition on the dei'elopment of sport in 
Britain, including portraits of every sporting hero 
of the 20th century. 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


Apart from leading the London 
Grandmasters event in Hampstead 
after six rounds, NeD McDonald 
also has the more dubious distinc- 
tion of having lost the best game of 
the event so far. 

In the old main tine of the Naj- 
dorf Sicilian, before everyone 
started hunting down poisoned 
pawns with 7 ... Qb6. players used 
automatically to rattle out the first 
ten moves of this game, then con- 
tinue ll.Bxfn Nxfo 12.g5 Nd7. 
Rowson’s choice of II. ... Bxf6!? is 
an extraordinary idea offering 
White the choice of two attractive 
continuations. First, there must be 
a strong temptation to give up a 
piece for three pawns with 13.Bxb5 
axb5 l4.Ndxb5 Qb8 15.Nxd6+ 
Ke7, though the activity of the 
bishop on f6 and rook on a8 give 
Black undeniable counterplay. 

McDonald chose what he prob- 
ably thought was a simpler path 
with 12Lg5 inviting Black back into 
the main line with 12._Be7. Row- 
son, however, surprised him 
exchanging his bishop for the 
knight oa d4 and abandoning his 
d6-pawn. The point became clear 
after 16 ... Nc5 (threatening both 
Nxe4 and b4) 17.Rd4 (see diagram) 
when Black regained his pawn with 
the neat 17 ... Nxe4! 

White cannot capture with his 
knight because of mate on c2, and 
18.Rxe4 b4! left both the knight on 
c3 and rook on e4 helplessly rooted 
to their spots. Black’s 20 ... Be4! 
gave added value, since 2I.Rxe4 
loses to 21 ... Qb721Rdel Oxb2+ 
23.Kdl Qbl+ 24.Ke2 Qxc2+ 
25.Kfl QxC+ 26.Kxf2c2. 



As the game went. White was 
always struggling, but he almost 
rejoined the game with a nice tem- 
porary queen sacrifice. His hopes, 
however, were squashed by the 
accurate 38 ... Bc4! 


White: Neil McDonald 
Blade Jonathan Rowson 
Sicilian Defence 


1 e4c5 

24 

Ra4 Rfd8 

2Nf3d6 

25 

Qe3 Rxd3 

3 d4 Nf6 

26 

Qxd3 Bh5 

4 Nc3 cxd4 

27 

Bg2e5 

5 Nxd4 a6 

28 

Qh3 Qc5 

6Bg5 e6 

29 

Qxc8+ Qxc8 

7f4Be7 

30 

Rxa5 cxf4 

8Qf3Qc7 

31 

Ra8 QxaS 

90-0-0 Nbd7 

32 

Bxa8 Be2 

10 g4 b5 

33 

a4B 

11 Bxf6 Bxft 

34 

b4E 

12g5Bxd4 

35 

Bg2Kl$ 

13 Rxd4 Bb7 

36 

b5fl-Q+ 

14 Bh3 0-0 

37 

Bxfl Bxfl 

15 Rbdl Rac8 

38 

Kbl Bc4 

16 Rxd6 Nc5 

39 

b6Ba6 

17 R6d4 Nxe4 

40 

Ka2Ke7 

18 Rxe4 b4 

41 

Kb3 Kd6 

19 Qf2 bxc3 

42 

Kb4 Kc6 

20 Rb4 Be4 

43 

a5f5 

21 b3 Qe7 

44 

gxffigxffi 
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ACROSS DOWN 


1 Perception (7) 

5 Intended (5) 

8 Public square (5) 

9 Lasting (l) 

10 Boaster (9) 

12 Involuntary twitch (3) 

13 Of present or recent date 

14 Object to (6) 

17 And not (3) 

15 Agreed view (9) 

20 Balkan country (7) 

21 Picture (5) 

23 European language (5) 

24 Playhouse (7) 


1 Drive (5) 

2 Body of water (3) 

3 Language text-book (7) 

4 Monotony (6) 

5 Wetland (5) 

6 Seabird (9) 

7 Sweet substance (7) 

11 First application of paint 

13 Weatened(7) 

15 Exact (7) 

16 Young child (6) 

18 Snag (5) 

19 Quarrel (5) 

22 Deed (3) 


Sotution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Press. 4 Kiypton (Prescription), 8 Redwood. 9 Mer- 
it, 10 Opera, 11 Annuals, 13 Cope, 15 Rhythm, 17 Wheeze. 20 
Iota. 22 Digests, 24 Speed, 26 Exult, 27 Leisure, 2S Matador, 
29 Hates. DOWN: 1 Parlour, 2 Endue, 3 Stomach, 4 Kidnap. 5 
Yemen. 6 Terrace, 7 Notes. 12 Newt. 14 Omit, 16 Yoghurt 18 
Hashish. 19 Endless, 21 Ostler, 22 Dream, 23 Sated, 25 Erupt. 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 

Game all dealer North 
North 

♦ A3 
-7KJ94 
OAKQ 105 
*72 

East 
♦ 75 

10762 
0863 
♦A 4 3 

South 
♦KJ 862 
<7853 
02 

♦ KQ 6 5 

West found a neat shot in defence on this deal and 
successfully persuaded declarer to abandon a win- 
ning line of play in favour of a losing one. 

North opened 10, South responded It. and 
North reversed with 29 . Unsure of the best resting 
spot. South bid 3* (the fourth suit) and North, with 
no guard in clubs, gave preference to spades. Now 
South tried 3NT and, with only two spades. North 
passed. 

West led *J against Three No-trumps, East won 
with his ace and returned *4 to South's king. De- 
clarer continued with the three top diamonds, then 
gave West a trick with his jack. (A better percent- 
age play would have been to take a first-round fi- 
nesse of the ten.) It would have been easy for West 
to play another club at this point, with V A as a sure 
entry, but he looked further ahead. After winning 
the club, declarer would be almost sure to try a heart 
for the ninth trick and would succeed when the ace 
appeared. The only chance was to divert South's at- 
tention from the heart suit and make him believe that 
the spade finesse was right. With this in mind. West 
switched to ♦ 10! South could not let this run to the 
tenace without blocking the suit. Convinced that East 
held *Q. he played *A from dummy, cashed the 
good diamond, and finessed ♦ J. West won with * Q 
and reverted to dubs to establish the setting trick while 
he still held TA. 


West 

♦ Q 10 9 4 
VA 

OJ974 
*J 10 9 8 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


li H IS 16 P 18 19 20 21 22 23 



or pass? 

I was in the box playing with a partner 
with more than five players it is normal for 
one of the other players as a partner to offi 

nsk). My first inclination was to take. Aftei 
66 Dids to 91. a hpaitv.,. j /vnei 
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The toughest chain reactions 


For a sport that has apparently 
boomed so big for so long, 
mountain biking is due to take off 
soon. Real mountain biking, that 
is, says Eric Kendall. 


“Getting air", that bad feeling when your 
tyres lose contact with the ground, is a sem- 
inal moment on a mountain bike. You sud- 
denly find that your wheels aren’t just for 
rolling on, and that biking isn’t one notch 
up from pedestrianism, but one notch down 
from manned space flight. And if leaving 
the earth’s surface is half the fun, landing 
is the other. 

This is the world that titanium frames, 
full suspension and tractor tyres were 
made for: hairy drop-offs, inclines of 
mountain goal severity, surfaces that shake 
your fillings loose, and pure, unadulterated 
speed. Looking before you leap means 
you'll never go, so don’t look. 

Real mountain biking is rather differ- 
ent from the lame feats many might 
imagine. To every Fulham fanner cluttering 
the streets in a four-wheel drive, there arc 
1 0 mountain bike riders who never see sin- 
gle tracks, gloopy mud, or an incline steep- 
er than a kerbstone. No wonder people arc 
always asking why they've got so many 
gears. 

There’s nothing wrong with bridle 
paths. Tarmac or potholes, but the thrill 
of a truly mad descent is unbeatable. The 
downhill race circuit, the most extreme 
branch of mountain biking, tours alpine 
resorts for prolonged rider and spectator 
thrills. But you can find steep stuff in most 
parts of Britain, too, where only you and 
a few sheep will know if you bottled it. Only 
the length of run will be lacking, so a day’s 
ride will involve many ups as well as downs, 
making this a sport for the fittest. 

But, unlike some endurance activities that 
take place against a backdrop of wild 
scenery, biking carries all the risks of a real- 
life adventure, with the potential to get a long 
way from anywhere and little in the way of 
back-up and safety nets other than on the 
competition circuit. It's like downhill skiing, 
without a St Bernard or a pisteur for miles. 

If you want to minimise the uphills and 
have a degree of support, that can be 
arranged. Most of the accessible mount- 
ainous corners of the earth are now hiked 
by groups, using four-wheel drives to reach 
the heights and as back-up is the event of 
punctures - of the lung, skull or inner tube. 
No question about it, this is territory for 
helmets -and body armour, too, under race 
conditions. 

If all of this puts you off even more than 
the thought of giving way to riders and 
ramblers back on the bridle paths, the tech- 
nical stuff may appeal. Trial-type riding 
needs less nerve for speed and a minimal 
head for heights until you reach world-dass, 
bus-hopping levels. 

The right terrain is all around, wher- 


ever you live; obstacles can be found on 
the street or in the hills. Yet out on the 
trail, the challenge of balancing at mini- 
mal speed takes on a practical aspect, help- 
ing to keep your feet dry during stream 
crossings and taking the pain out of the 
uphills. Wobbling and weaving np a boul- 
der-strewn path will make you cross-eyed 
with concentration, suppressing all other 
sensations. 

With the axil s hade s and laid-back Wfcst 
Coast style, what can't escape anyone's at- 
tention is that mountain biking is like, you 
know, an image thing, man. This may con- 
stitute more of a barrier to non-hip over- 
25-year-olds than any of the mud, sweat and 
gears perception of riding bikes through 
soggy countryside. 

Bui it’s worth enduring the scene, just 
to get your hands and feet on the latest tech- 
nology - not just for its performance, but 
for the crazy stunts you'll feel obliged to 
pull. 


There’s no getting away from it: this is 
simply an adult version of the games that 
kids play the moment they shed stabilisers. 
It just hurts more when you fall off, and 
it's more fun, too. 

What you need 

About £300 is the starting-point for a good 
mountain bike. Cheaper ones have heavy 
frames and poor components which won't 
work well for long. Ihke care with second- 
hand “bargains” - the bike may look good, 
but if a frame has been stacked and then 
straightened out, it’s worthless. 

Lightest and easiest uphill are “rigid” 
bikes, but front suspension bikes (harritafls) 
cushion front-end bits and improve control 
in the rough, which makes them ideal for 
mixed riding. For downhilling, try full 
suspension. 

Other essentials include a helmet. 
These are a bit like bikinis: the more you 
pay, the less you get and the better it looks. 
Around £30 gets you a “mushroom bead**, 
which is less ventilated and heavier than 
its sleeker, pricier counterparts. Mitts or 


gloves are vital for protection - even dur- 
ing the classic “face plant” over the handle- 
bars, your hands are likely to hit the deck 
before any other bits. Eye protection is also 
important against glare at altitude and mud 
at ground level. Before hitting the trail, a 
map (and sometimes a compass) is vital, 
too. Lycra shorts aren’t. 

An alternative to buying all the gear you 
need at the outset is to hire it and try it out, 
or go on a guided trip with a company that 
supplies quality equipment as pan of the 
package. 

Where to go 

Most of Britain has good riding, but the clas- 
sic rides are around the biggest hills. Head 
for Wales, the Lake and Peak Districts and 
Scotland. There are also excellent rides in 
areas such as the Cotswolds. Uy Compass 
Holidays in Cheltenham (01242 250642) for 
quality bike hire and superb food; guided 
rides are also available. Other biking com- 


panies include Bikes Beddgelert, Snow- 
donia (01766 890434); Red Kit Mountain 
Bikes, Llanwnyd Wells (01591 610236); 
Caimweil Mountain Sports, Glenshee 
(01250 885255): and Bideford Bicycle 
Hire, Devon (01237 424123). Check the 
classified ads in the mountain biking press, 
such as MB UK and Mountain Biker Inter- 
national, for details of biking weekends/ 
holidays, including overseas trips. 

Bikes are permitted on bridleways as 
marked on Ordnance Survey maps, but not 
on footpaths. Much of the more extreme 
terrain is underused by walkers and horse 
and bike riders, so the issues of access that 
nimble between the various factions can 
usually be avoided by going the extra mile 
and getting away from it all. This is not the 
case in areas heavily used by tourists, and 
some special restrictions (including vol- 
untary bans at certain times on Snowdon) 
may apply to some routes. 

Bike shops are a good source of infor- 
mation on access, and on local dubs with 
regular rides. 




Splashing out and riding high: real mountain biking is an adult version of the games that kids play the 
moment they shed stabilisers Photographs: AK (above left) and Peter Grant 


How to develop a great nose 
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Learning about wine is a 
palatable pleasure, but 
where do you begin? 
Anthony Rose, wine 
correspondent of The 
Independent’, gives a 
guide to the courses on 
offer. 

The luxurious Ecole da VIo at 
Chateau Loudenne in Bor- 
deaux was my induction into 
wine schools, and launched me 
into wine journalism. It was not 
a bad place to start. Still run by 
the debonair Master of Wine, 
Charles Eve, my tutor a decade 
ago. the Ecole is one .of the 
more exotic entries in the 
voluminous list of wine courses 
on offer in the monthly publi- 
cation, Wine Magazine (£2.95). 

Geographical limitations 
aside, choosing a wine course is. 


of course, very much a matter 
of practicalities. Ask yourself 
bow much time and money you 
are prepared to invest, and 
what you want from a wine 
course. Some offer individual 
sessions; most cater for differ- 
ent levels of knowledge, rang- 
ing from beginners, through 
intermediate, to advanced. 

There are adult education 
dasses, specialist courses run by 
individuals, auction houses and 
independent schools, tutored 
tasting s and workshops run by 
wine merchants, not to mention 
the de luxe French model where 
you can drink in not just the pro- 
duce of the grape, but the am- 
bience of the vineyard in situ. 

A beginner’s course should 
give you a grounding in wine- 
tasting technique and descrip- 
tion and an idea of how grape 
varieties and wine styles fit 
into regions and countries. At 
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intermediate to advanced lev- 
els, you’ll find more detailed 
information with in-depth tech- 
niques on, for instance, blind 
tasting, and specialist wine 
trade-relaied topics such as 
wine service. 

Whatever level you’re at, 
look for a course that makes 
l earning about wine a pleasure 
and not a chore. So in addition 
to making sure that the course 
offers up-to-date information 
and ample scope for wine- 
tasting, try, if you can. to find 
one where there’s an element 
of humour and uiKtuffiness on 
offer. There should be no room 
at the wine bar for the po-faced 
approach. Here are a handful 
of suggestions. 

WInewise, 107 CuHbrd 
Road, London N1 411 L (0171- 
254 9734): £135 for six evening 
sessions for Beginners Wine- 
tasting Course, £200 for Fine 
Wine Course. From the base- 
ment of his Islington home, 
Michael Schuster runs a be- 
ginner’s and a fine wine course 
for up to 20 people, along with 
individual tasting sessions. 
Michael’s wife, Monika, a fine 
cook, provides accompanying 
morsels of food. Schuster is an 


experienced palate and writer, 
and also a relaxed commun- 
icator with insight. 

Leith’s School of Food & 
Wine, 21 St Alban’s Grove, 
London W8 5BP (0171-229 
0177): £206.99 for five two-hour 
evening sessions. Hie evening 
Certificate in Wine course 
stands alone from Leith’s cook- 
ing courses, although with Car- 
oline \taldegrave at the helm, 
there is inevitably a food and 
wine skew. There are also day- 
time wine lectures for begin- 
ners, intermediate and 
advanced levels as part of an an- 
nual diploma course. 

The Scala School of Wine, 
PO Box LB 740, London 
WI4 9 LB (0171-281 3040): 
£159 for five two-hour sessions. 
Higher coarse, £179 for seven 
sessions plus one-off evening 
topics. Tim Hall was a journal- 
ist and teacher, so he commu- 
nicates well with his dass, which 
runs to a maximum of 26. Plen- 
ty of room here for lively ex- 
changes and self-expression, as 
I found when I gave one of the 
sessions. A course with attitude. 

Christie’s, 63 Old Bramp- 
ton Road, London SW7 3JS 
(0171-581 3933): £170 for five 


Grape expectations: when 
choosing a course look for 
one that making learning 
about wine a pleasure and 
not a chore 


two-hour evening sessions. 

Sotheby’s, Aeolian Hall, 
Bloomfield Place, London 
WIY 9 FA (0171-408 5051): 
£175 for five two-hour evening 
sessions. 

Dust down the pinstripes; 
adjust the twinset and pearls. 
There’s still an aura of the old 
school tie about both these in- 
stitutions, whose courses lend 
to be run by Masters of Wine. 
Christie’s focus is on France. 
Sotheby's also emphasises the 
time-honoured classic regions, 
but with both a varietal and a 
regional course, it ventures 
intrepidly into the New World, 
too. Lecturers occasionally 
have bad plums removed from 
the mouth. 

The Wine & Spirit Educ- 
ation Trust, Five Kings 
House, I Queen Street 
Place, London EC3R IQS. 
Based in London, Birming- 
ham, Nottingham, and Bur- 
ton-oo-Trenl (0171-236 3551): 
£145 for seven two-hour ses- 
sions for beginners. £270 for 14 
two-hour modules at Higher 
Certificate level. Fees include 
the exam. 

The WSET is the wine 
trade’s school, although it has 
recently opened the cellar door 
to the public.' There’s a slight 
old-fashioDed bias towards the 
Old World, but the Trust also 
offers competent basic ground- 
ing in a wide range of consumer 
and trade topics including spir- 
its. Get the Certificate and 
you’re on the first rung of the 
ladder to being a Master of 
Wine. 

The Wine Education Ser- 
vice, 112 Hoppers Road, Lon- 
don N2I 3LH: Courses in 


London, Oxford, Preston, 
Leeds, Bolton and Edinburgh. 
Phil Cooper 10181-886 0304): 
£155 for 10 two-hour evening 
sessions. Run by an ex-Wine & 
Spirit Education Trust lecturer, 
these are sessions run by Phil 
Cooper and members of the 
Association of Wine Educators. 
The syllabus is similar to that 
of WSET but covers wine top- 
ics only and has greater em- 


phasis on Lasting. Up to 24 peo- 
ple per session. 

Recommended wine merchants 
and useful numbers : Blbendum. 
113 Regent’s Park Road, London 
NW1 8UR ( 0171-722 5577); 
Lay <16 Wheeler, The Wine 
Centre, Gosbecks Park, Colch- 
ester C02 9JT (01206 713526 ): 
Roberson, 348 Kensington High 
Street, London W14 8NS (0171- 


371 2121); La Vigneronne, 105 
Old Brampton Road, London 
SW7 7LE (0171-589 6113); Jus- 
terini <6 Brooks, 45 George 
Street , Edinburgh EH2 2HT 
(0131-226 4202); La Reserve. 56 
Walton Street, London SW3 
IRB (01 71-589 2020); Ecole du 
Wn, Chateau Loudenne, Bor- 
deaux (01279 626801); . Associ- 
ation of Wine Educators 
(0181-995 2277). 


% 

THE INDEPENDENT 

Climbing Clematis 

just £535 for One 

Clematis are quick, growing climbers which wffl grown p trdlu or 
wire. Eves In the first year with these two year old pot grown plants 
they will produce flowers. By their third year each pfant will 
produce hundreds of flowers. The three sensational varieties on offer 
are also the most popular. Choose from:- 
jarlcmann - deep purple with flowers from July to October 
Rouge Cardinal - deep red with flowers from June to September 
Madame Le Couhre - giant white flowers from June to September. 
Boy one Clematis for just £5.95 or buy aU three for £13.85 and SAVE 
£4! 



(0161) 431 6431 tor enquiries and 24 hour 
credit card order service OR 
Ffll in coupon quoting your AccessArtsa/ 
Mastercard number or send with crossed 
cheque/PO. NO CASH please, to: 

HDEPENDENT CUBBING CLEMATIS OFFER, 
P.O. BOX 64, SOUTH WEST DISTRICT 
OFFICE, MANCHESTER Ml 6 SHY 
Offer subject to avallabffity and UK mainland 

readers oNy. If you are not completely satis- 
fied return within 7 days for a fufl refund. 

Reg. maxjtmd 1908907 nfcwpoper PiMbrtngpfc. 


Please send me . 

My Choice =■ 

send me_ 


.One Clematis at ££95 Inc p&p 


_ AB 3 Clematis at £1335 pet pack inc p&p 
I enclose my cheque/PO (address on back) made payable to: 
Newspaper PuhBshtng ENG753. or please debit my 

Access/Visa/Mastercard account with the sum at Z : 

My card number Is: 


Ptoese use BLOCK CAPITALS. Expiry date. 

Nama:[Mi/Mrs/MissrMs) 

Address: 


SHnatute 

Orders to: INDEPENDENT OJiffltNG CLEMATIS OFFER 

POBOX64.SOUTH WEST DBTWCT OFFICE, MANCHESTER U16 9HY. 
jPlaaw ttt ifte b« H rsu do rw wish » recaire future maSnps from NEWS' VI 

PAPER PUtJUSHWGS PLC or bora OAiipuiMs acpRMed by NEwrgpAPEFI 
PUSUSHMOSPLC WG7E3 


□ 
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Hern’s life and 
career speak 
of greatness 


There are only two more 
weeks to savour the 
talent of Major Dick 
Hem before he retires at 
the end of the Flat 
season. Today, one of the 
century^ outstanding 
trainers of the 
thoroughbred racehorse 
sends out runners at his 
local course, Newbury, 
for the final time. 

“It's all in the form book, isn’t 
it?” 

As a response to a request for 
on interview, it is about as much 
as you can expect of Major 
Dick Hem. The depth of talent 
in Lhe man who has trained 53 
Group One winners in Britain 
in the last 40 years is matched 
only by his visceral reluctance to 
discuss them with journalists, 
and even now, as a brilliant ca- 
reer draws towards its dose, his 
allergy to microphones and 
notebooks is as pronounced as 
ever. In the soundbite age, this 
means that there is barely a 
punter or racegoer in the coun- 
try who knows anything more 
about Hern than the names of 
his best horses, and that he has 
trained from a wheelchair since 
breaking his neck in a hunting 
accident 13 years ago. 

Which is a shame, because 
those who know Hern well 
would not recognise the sullen 
Major the public sees. When 
confronted with someone who 
seems impossibly aloof, so they 
say. the best remedy is to imag- 
ine them locked in a lavatory, 
and in the case of Hem, his old- 
est friend can assist. Michael 
Pope met Hern when they 
served together during the War 
in the desert and in Italy, and 
gave him his first job in a rac- 
ing yard, as his assistant train- 
er for five years from 1952. 

“I had a horse running in a 
selling hurdle at Warwick and 
I thought he'd win and wanted 
to have a good bet on him,” 
Pope says. “But I said to Dick, 
the trouble is, I know so marry 
people when I get to Warwick, 
and they’ll all want to know 
what's going on. so it’s better 
if you go and saddle the horse, 
then hide, and don't appear 
again until you hear the bell ring 
for the jockeys to get up. Dick 
went and sat in the loo, and he 
said it seemed like it was an age 
he was sat there, with nothing 
to read except a timetable of 
trams from London to Birm- 
ingham. He said that by the 


knew them by heart." 

It almost goes without say- 
ing that the horse won - “and 
at a nice price, too” - but as 
Pope also points out, “soon af- 
ter that he started training 
himself, and it wasn't long be- 
fore he was winning Classics, 
not selling plates at Warwick.” 
Hera moved to Newmarket in 
1957 to train privately for Ma- 
jor Lionel Holliday, and sent 
out his first Classic winner, 
Hethersett in the St Leger, 
five years later. A year after 
that, he moved to the West Dr 
sley yard from where be was to 
secure his place in turf history. 

Brigadier Gerard, Dun- 
fermline, Bustino, Petoski, 
Troy, Henbit, Nashwan, Sun 
Princes and Dajijur were just 
a few of the horses to emerge 
from Hera's stable during the 
next two decades, a roll-call 
which is all the more extraor- 
dinary when you consider the 
obstacles which fate frequent- 
ly placed in his way. 

He has survived no fewer 
than three desperate reverses, 
any one of which might have 
persuaded a lesser man to hand 
in his licence. There was the 
hunting accident in 1984 which 
those who knew him felt had 
been waiting to happen. “He 
was a hard man to hounds,” 
Pope says. “I always used to say 
to trim, pufl up a bit, Dick, you’ll 
have a bad fall one of these 
days, but he just loved it” 
Then, in 1988, he underwent vi- 
tal heart surgery. “I went to see 
him in hospital in London," his 
friend recalls, “and I wouldn’t 
have given him 48 hours.” 

And finally, just a few 
months later in March 1989, 
Lord Carnarvon, the Queen’s 


BY GREG 
WOOD 


racing manager, served him 
with notice to quit his beloved 
West Ilsley the following No- 
vember. Some people would 
have declaimed Carnarvon and, 
by implication, his employer, to 
anyone within earshot. Hero, 
typically, allowed a horse called 
Nashwan to do the talking for 
him, with success in that year's 
2,000 Guineas, Derby, Eclipse 
and King George. 

“That was a very poignant 
time to have the horse,” Willie 
Carson, who partnered Nash- 



Hem: A tough man, but one who loves people and life and who has a great sense of humour* 


wan and many of Hera’s finest 
horses, remembers. “He was 
virtually told that he couldn't do 
the job any more and that be 
wasn’t wanted and they would 
find somebody better. So he 
brings out a horse, first rime up 
in a Classic, and wins. What 
more of an advert could you 
have for a trainer? That is a 
master craftsman at his best.” 

Carson, like Pope, has seen 
the private face of Hern. “He's 
a very jovial man, but when he's 
racing It’s like he’s at the office," 
the jockey says, while for Pope 
he is “the exact opposite of what 
people see, a man who loves 
people and life, with a great 
sense of humour. He’s tough, 
mind you, and he stands for no 
nonsense, but all his staff wor- 
ship him, and many of them 
have been with him for God 
knows how long." 

One of those is Marcus Tre- 
go ning, a Hem employee for 14 
years and the man who will in- 
herit the training licence at the 
yard which Hamdan A 1 Mak- 
toum built from scratch to give 
Hern a new home when he left 


West Ilsley. “A few years ago, I 
was thinking . I’ve done five 
years with the Major, I really 
ought to move on and broaden 
my experience." Tregoning says, 
“but quite honestly I couldn’t 
think of anyone else I'd rather 
work for. He's got a sort of sixth 
sense which allows him to see 
things which ordinary people 
don’t, and particularly in the lat- 
ter years, his training triumphs 
have been nothing short of a 
miracle. It’s been great fun and 
he’s taught me so much." 

Including, it seems, an in- 
teresting line in bawdy songs. 
“He’s got the great ability to re- 
member anything that rhymes,” 
Tregoning says, “so he’s got a 
lot of songs that he learned in 
the array and he loves to sing 
at parties. He always holds the 
attention with his repertoire.” 

It is a difficult image to rec- 
oncile with that of the trainer 
with barely a word to say for 
himself even in victory. The 
conclusion, though, is clear. 
Major Dick Hern has got it bad- 
ly wrong - it most definitely is 
not all in the form book. 


! HERN’S PLACE AMONG THE CLASSIC TRAINERS 1 


Host Classic wins since 1900 
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Fred Darling (1916-47) 
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Noel Murfess (1946-73) 
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Henry Cecil (1975-97) 

2 
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5 
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Vincent O'Brien (057-84) 

4 

1 

6 

2 
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Dick Hem (1962-95) 
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2 
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3 

6 

15 

Frank Butters (1927-46) 
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2 

6 

5 

13 
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3 

1 

2 
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HERN’S GREAT HORSES 

Brigadier Gerard: Winner of 17 of his 18 races Inducing a record 13 
Group races and memorable defeat erf Ml Reel in 1971 2J300 Giinees. 
Probably the best mfler, along with Tudor Mnstrel, since World War B. 
but able to win King George VI & Queen Elzabeth Stakes over tm 41 
Bustino: The St Leger winner ot 19flV Is best remembered for hte brav- 
ery ri forcing Grundy to give at in the "Race of the Century, the Kng 
George VI & Queen Eizabetfi Stakes of 1975- Estabtehed record for Ep- 
som's mite and a half which lasted until Lfljnmtarra's DoTtoy win erf -©9& 

Dayjur Dazdngfy fast winner of at Euopeb top sprints In 1990 and 
would have conquered America too but for junping a shadow with vto- 
tpry seemingly assued ri Breeders’ Cup Sprint 
Dunfermline; Only horea to beet dual Arc winnar Aleged when winning 
St Leger oJ TS77. That wag her second Classic as she bad also won the 
Oaks, both wine coring in Sflver Jubtee year ol her owner, the Quern 

Nashwan: Galoped opponents into the ground In 2JD00 Guneaa, Dar- 
by; EcSpse Stakes and Kkig George VI & Queen Szabeth Stakes of '©aa 
TYoy: Produced one of the most devastating Derby finishes ever to win 
the 200th running of the race In ®7R comhg from 10 lengths oft the 
leader to forge seven lengths dear within Bttte more than a lurking. 


Little Indian 
lean and fit 
for long trail 


Today’s £75,000 Racing 
Post Trophy brings an 
opportunity for a 
cheaply bought colt to 
prove his worth. As Sean 
Woods, his trainer, 
points out to Richord 
Edmondson, he K the 
logical pick on form. 


There have been some excellent 
runners from the reservation, 
such as Dancing Brave and 
Co mm apchc Run, and Sean 
Woods hopes he might be sad- 
dling another native American 
to mention in their company 
when he sends out little Indi- 
an in the Racing Post Trophy at 
Doncaster this afternoon. 

The Newmarket trainer is al- 
ready well ahead financially 
on a colt who cost just 
21,000gns at Newmarket’s Oc- 
tober Yearling Sales. “We liked 
him for his movement and ac- 
tion and type of horse he was,” 
Woods said yesterday. “You’d 
like to see him muscle up a bit 
but he's not really that type of 
horse. He’s a very lean indi- 
vidual and if you could compare 
hfm to a human being it would 
be a 5,000m runner rather than 
a 100m runner bulging with 
muscles. But his movement 
has always been superior to any- 
thing we’ve had because be just 
floats along.” 

This is not to say that Little 
Indian conjures up memorable 
performances every time he is 
pointed down the gallops. In 
fact, the opposite is nearer the 
truth. “He’s not a horse at 
home that makes you think 
*wow' when he’s working,” 
Woods said. “He's just a very 
lazy, laid-back horse but he does 
seem to be able to produce it 
on the track and it's nice to be 
involved with him.” 

The first sign that Little In- 
dian might not be just another 
face in the herd came in the 
Vintage Stakes at Goodwood. 
Central Park won that race 
but the horse that was travel- 
ling fastest at the line was the 
one that had come down from 
La Grange Stables. Little In- 
dian subsequently took his how 
and quiver to Sandown, where 
he again finished like the Fly- 
ing Scotsman, but this lime he 
had no others in front of him. 

“People said it was the track 
and the other horses getting 
tired but if you watch that race 
he really quickened up well," 
Woods said. “He’s a Group win- 
ner now and it's a natural pro- 
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best distance, while Mark 
Prescott is represented by 
Shawdon in the Listed Don- 
caster Stakes. Sir Mark does not 
just plonk horses in races such 
as this as an afterthought He 
will have done his homework 
and ascertained that SHAW- 
DON (nap 4.15) possesses a 
higher raring than most in this 
juvenile conditions event. 

Today's is one of those beau- 
tiful afternoons when the rac- £ 
ing runs seamlessly from one 
channel into another. You don’t 
have to get the lawnmower out 
of the garden shed or compile 
a shopping list for the super- 
market. Instead just plump up 
the settee cushions and enjoy. 

The warm-up to Doncaster 
is at Newbury, where the main 
rare is the St Simon Stakes. This 
Group Three contest looks a 
better showcase than the Prix 
de i’Arc de Triomphe for Busy 
Flight (2 JO), who was a little 
embarrassed at Longchamp. 

Bristol Channel (1.30), a 
Generous half-sister to Tenby. 0 
moils a little speculation fol- 
lowing her satisfactory Leices- 
ter debut win, while there are 
prospects too for Cbai-Yo 
(2.00). Jim Old’s seven-year-old 
was sent out for what was os- 
tensibly a tune-up for the jumps 
campaign at Ascot earlier in the 
month but ran so well that he 
now deserves to win a Flat race 
on his own merit. 



GREG WOOD 
THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 


F is for . . . 


Paws There are but two groups 
of people capable of striking 
fear into the heart of an on- 
course bookie - income tax in- 
spectors. and faces. Both are 
more than capable of rum- 
maging in their satchels and 
taking a thick bundle of notes 
home, but the faces are prob- 
ably the greater evil, since they 
take the direct approach. A 
face is any punter who is known 
to be a winner, often a “com- 
mission agent” for a heavy-hit- 
ting owner or trainer who 
would prefer not to rub shoul- 
ders with the hoi polloi in 
Tatts in order to get their mon- 


ey on. Fortunately for the lay- 
ers, the faces axe few while the 
mugs are many. 

Forecast An attempt to predict 
rhe first two or three finishers 
in a race, in either the correct 
or any order, depending on 
tthoyou bet with. The Tote, via 
the Dual Forecast and Trio, re- 
quire only the right names, but 
bookmakers, who offer Com- 
puter Straight Forecasts and 
Tricasts, demand the exact 
placirigs too, while also re- 
maining suspiciously coy about 
the precise formula used to 
work out the dividend. Sensi- 
ble punters quite fairly assume 
that this silence hides a multi- 
tude of sins, and either go to 
the Tote or, better still, avoid 


forecasts altogether, particu- 
larly the three-horse variety, 
which will always be vulnera- 
ble lo the eternal curse of 
jockeys who do not ride out 
their mounts For a place. Nor 
axe the layers afraid to tweak 
the maths when it suits their 
purposes, most recently - and 
outrageously - to factor in the 
effect of the draw at certain 
tracks where some punters 
spied the glimmer of an ad- 
vantage. Their claim that SPs 
did not reflect the chances of 
well-drawn horses was an insult 
to the intelligence of backers, 
who can appreciate that, for in- 
stance, high numbers have a 
huge advantage in sprints at 
Hamilton, and adjust their bets 
accordingly. 


Form: What horses have. And, 
at a midweek meeting at San- 
down Park, a fair proportion of 
the punters loo. 

Forty-Nines: Low-rent facsim- 
ile of Camelot’s bi-weekly Lot- 
tery draw, which for ibe last year 
or so has been taking plats: 
every evening in a betting shop 
near you. Designed to squeeze 
the last few pennies from the 
desperadoes who remain when 
even the dogs have returned to 
their kennels, Forty-Nines is the 
bare bones: no presenters on a 
few grand per show, nor even 
a ridiculous fake gypsy who has 
every angle covered (“I see suc- 
cess for a man in either London 
or Birmingham. Or possibly a 
woman.”). A disembodied 


- hand starts up a machine hold- 
ing 49 balls, of which six emerge 
from the drum, but because bets 
are struck at fixed odds, the 
bookies have thus far escaped 
being prosecuted for running a 
lottery, something which legal- 
ly only Cameloi can do. May 
soon expand to two draws a day 
because, as one bookmaker 
put it rather succinctly this 
week: “if you take £100 on 49s. 
it is the equivalent of taking 
£200 or £250 on raring. The 
high profit margin is worth go- 
ing for." Enough said. 

Franca sal and also for Flock- 
ton Grey: both of them horses 
who were the focus of “ringing” 
scandals. A ringer is a horse 
who runs under an assumed 


name, often a ihree-vear-old 
pretending to be a two-year -old. 
with the intention of defraud- 
ing the bookies. Francasal won 
a two-year-old seller at Bath in 
1953 at i(/-i. having been 
backed off-course u» win i«ver 
£50,01H) at SP. Normally, this 
money would have been "blown 
back” to the track lo shorten up 
the price, hut the four-strong 
gang behind Francusa] (in inuh. 
a three-year-old called Santa 
Amaru) cut the phone wires to 
Bath racecourse about ID min- 
utes before the off. thereby en- 
suring a healthy SP. The only 
reward for their ingenuity, how- 
ever. was jail, and there were 
criminal convictions too after 
Flocktrin Grey's 20-lcngih win. 
again at 10-1, in a race for two- 


year-olds at Leicester in 1982. 
Flockton Grey was, in fact, 
Good Hand, a year older than 
his rivals, and three men were 
subsequently convicted of con- 
spiracy to defraud, among them 
a businessman called Ken Rich- 
ardson. He. somewhat ironi- 
cally, is now involved with 
Doncaster Rovers - who have 
spent the last few months mas- 
querading as a football team. 

Furlong; The most elastic unit 
of measurement known to 
physical science. Defined as 
one eighth of a mile, or 220 
yards, hut its actual length can 
be anything from 300 yards, if 
your horse is the one in front, 
to less than 50, if it’s the one 
fin ishing fast from off the pace. 
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HYPERION 

1.50 Sandabar 2.20 He’s Got Wings 230 Portlands 
Flyer 3.20 Four From Home 3L55 Lord Of The West 
4.25 Cottage Prince 5.00 Valhalla 
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£3,000 added 2m Af 110yds 
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B POROP/ ELESAP447) GKflly 11 1)7. — PMU 3 toyffl 

-Sdsdusd- 

savordato 1^ lOMOUMOflhiln^ 11-2&p» 
tab rtnfla SM Sptfers DefeM, Rim For H* M H. SM Gn>(J. SM Stas 


3.20 


LADBROKES LUCKY CHOICE HTGAP HURDLE 
(CLASS EJ £3,000 added 3m 110yds 

1 29MI GALE AHEAD (2H) (D) G M Moore 7 ti d J3Staf 

2 fiOCrS XMDA GROOVY (25) I Part 8 11 2 — NSmSiB 

3 0M22 FOUR FROM HOME (IS) J JOtatSt: 12 .PCartWTt 

4 45KS KJWLCWCUafltJPKKSkjn ADoCUn 

6 DOOR RSuppto 

-Sttadand- 

BETTINGi W Gala Ahaad. H to Rrom Hflma.4-1 Royal ckcua. 13* Bvnera. 
B-1 Kinds QfMtay 


5.00 


GREAT DODD STANDARD NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m if 

( 31- VALHALLA (T75) M Wuw 4 n D C McConmcfc fi? 

2 5 imraaiHWEC1JS)JMJ6flBi5«5it4. ECafeghan(3) 

3 TCEOKWflgSn* B &aflan (3) 

4 SUPAMWY J JON6I4113 — ... RMeGn*i(5) 

5 tfU.BSWft»d41DB. .SMabawP) 

6 SantmEMBSSmah4t)B _ . R wuklnaon (5) 

-Bdacbnd* 

BETTlItG: 4-11 VW»la, 11-2 Mr Mtaatie, 7-1 Sofcfflte, B-1 Sep A*ay. 12-1 Tied. 

2S-1M0BM 


WORCESTER 


HYPERION 

2-35 Northern Drums 3.05 Brazil Or Bust 3.35 
Rowlngton 4.10 Plan-A 4.40 Northern StariJgftt 
5-10 Cassia's Boy 


GOING: Good (Good to Rmn pfeces on fudtercowsu 

• Left-hand enne. Iev4 with krg statahts and assy luma 

• Gone e on the A44& Station tn. ADMISSION; ft* m ■&*- 
twsalls Em Stfwr Ring £S50 {OAPa half-price) CARPARK: Fnw 

• LEADING TRAINERS: U Pipe 38-06 (Z73fc) D NtohOban27^) 
rjmjK Bsflw 2i- 102 (225%/. P Hoite &XJ8 (?m| 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Maguire 28-1© (Wfeifo BHdomta 

&M25 N WIHlanwon^oq (T7.7%\ DMorrfe 

• FAVOURITES: 237-681 (3S9%) * 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 


2.35 


CITY & COUNTY CONDITIONALS 
H’CAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,575 2m 

4THK HOfCYBED WOOD (23) (CO) M SeppaOB 11 O ifari 
450M WHITE WILLOW (16) W T Rtf 3 inT..._ . . Jf AtoS 
42PF5- ASTRAL INVASTON (157) (D)TVU fl 11 IJHoglanlRIB 
311 NOim«WDRUMSWMI^4 T io.,..^!cawito 
me GALWAY BOSS (X) (D) I W9bro 5 O O „EHutS3 

0JS56- 1LAffflRA(F7)GLUocreSt)T1 

5a» 

— 7 tiodsTBd — 

BETTlNO: 1 M Nprtfwni Dni&Sr 7«2 Honoytod Wood 4-1 OMwBon. 
1M Faslini GehL 10-1 Aaral hnaslon, Bandm, 20-1 WHtoVntai 


SICANNE KIRBY EBF 'I 
HURDLE (CLASS E) E2.9J 

1 "assapSiSi^ 
3 


3.05 


JOHN BURKE MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 

1 1F632- BRA2ILOn8uST(^(tq PRW*bar6l1 D-.COtW 

3 3t2fl NO UQHT (IS) (CD) A Tunel D n 8 LlST, 

3 3U553I SfGMAHWWWJOSfwiaBo -JfARftganMB 

BETTING: 11-10 No UgM. Bnofl Or Bust 4-1 Stgna Ron 



% 





15/RACING 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
25 OCTOBER U97 


+ 


% 

fit 


tr 


i 


donc astfr 


1-40 Sense Of wnmis HYPERION 

!iS SprtnBS 

3.10JoMelf 4.45 AI Azhar 


46 8.. 


MM SO FARAWAY LASS pa}(JRoM$Lo«l 

4*60 CADEMJX CHER (133) (C) 9* N Browne) B Ms 3 8 7 

3BJB0 SEA-DEER (84) (D) (M M FoJgwl C Dwyer 68 7 

3X032 SOUtRE CORRtE (B) (0) (Ma N F Itasgei] DGnapiran587 

WOO SFQ4DER (27) (D) (The Efrireptnaufl) P tan* 6 9 7 

OOSOS LORD HKiH ADMIRAL p*} (CD) (SfaCttai) MHmavEiGB 8 7.~. 
005MO KRA (B) (C) (P) (I E Wtan) J L E|f<a 7 B 7 


HJKhaneB 

RMBsa 

A lloBomB 

— J* Famy (3)22 

GDUBM12 

A Daly (3) 13 V 

..RVHnton{7)17 


- rada: ram) mis - outside. 


GOING: Good. 



• Ijh-hand, pear-shaped course wnh m«p *♦„»** 

station. * rom Donca34 ° r Central 

• LEADING ^SL? 18 ** «« WW* F*» 

CW»t H Cadi 2S-TJ4 J ° ,Mo * 2 9 - 150 

• LEAMMft .mnmnSr wL^. a W f ® Ht*V M Stogie 8-WQ 


MwnsnaegtcSnntx Tnjfitencicso weight* SpMder 83 5!b. LcnlHighMrmstS2*lb,fon&12ib 
BETTING; 7>1 Crowded Annie, B-l ttontton Vtom GeafcStonn, 10-1 Amdmn.lMee AsStoip, 
Swprin Masioa, Canons Heart, IB-1 ofaera 
1B96: Shangtai Qd 3 B 7 0 R hkCSda 20-t (D Iddar) draen (3 Q ran 


Pfcl CHARLES SIDNEY MERCEDES DONCASTER 
STAKES (Listed) (CLASS A) £13,500 2Y0 8f 

022H DCTStRaiT pfl (D| (Shafth Uctermel J Gaelan 8 9 ■ 

It 

3Q01 HUJO06I (35) 

torkpeaa 
3031 MONTE LEHOSf 

1B5C2 SHAWDON (23) (E 

Bonn 


o mi RACING POST STAKES ( CLASS B) £11,650 I r>n 
IU 1 added 7t Penalty Value £7,643 I ^ 


flCMttJ. J Weaver «■« fiRftLR J Fortune «■» 

• FAVOURITES: SSnEm** * MB *“ *+ J R*d 14 - *1 pan* 

BUWERED FIRST TIME: ^ 


rn4o 



>■. 


(CLASS NURSERY HANDICAP 

(class £7,000 added 2YO 71 Penalty Value £6,164 

MJ Khans 1 


■s 5»saiZv, = 

im udo mi igSbS S lfJ l L7l “"i“*"> B »«*" si 


— BaaBBsSsfti,^,. 

"2 !«2«J3oE?o5S!fr J *™* , ’‘ , - 


s 

™ ssasBssasrjsja 

0C064 SAIBMOORTAHWNteJISarSSwS 

«® fflAMOE fWRffl (Wc^T^m J*w7 


J Hflid 7 

J Fame g 

0B89. — CLmritar(n2 

nes^UBnttanBB_DMamagf](7)12 

V*aB(Z))RHarron87 0Pwtar15 

N2en«n)uWEa9ertyB7 T Luces 6 

Ltd) NTrtderBS... KtaiTh*far5 

"»"« Ud) M Jotason 8 D_N Adana 1 1 

M0S7O D Wrights 

ss Co Ltd) T Eaaaty 7 8 . _ L Ctanroek 4 

" .TWBnslD 


tacNMopg.M Sense Of Wonder Sea Msdc, 10-1 Fnmkto 

1986: tajtftons Error 2 711 JQnm (W Mason) Own p) 8 ran 


1 6-Bffl COOIEDGE (35) (C) (D) (Hary BH Cftan) MTonffcns6B4 KDn«m 

GWK cto* Bub damn and tar on cap 

3 M0ID2 SWISS LAW (23) fT) (Uetdourn Al MddDum) J Gosdan 3 B 0 L Dotal 6 109 

Poyal bte. wtm clmmn. tgti Ota an wfito a» 

3 Itost JO HELL (28) (D) (CH Neurwiir'i'fl TEasiaby4B T2 OPesto21S5 

Mebqn. goM Axywd skxm Stood cap 

4 005-Pa PRMCE OF HOIA p2) (Sr Garden Banlon) lord hkntigcfcn S 8 C_.ll J Mnene 3 — 

Onnps. naroon hoop endaniWn dtad ead ensipe quinand cep 

5 S0n» NKSRASWE p5) (SurpA ftxaoes) J L Eyre 3 B 10 JCFMealVTIXI 

\M*t fifed stan, heaped skews, ivlwap. fitelffir 

8 -HOBBS B£GANT WARNING (7J (Cj (Rp Ssonj B Nfc 3 6 5 ... OouttMSfW 

AM RBd due apWeH rad staneA m»sl dm searai hMb cap enmoU gnoi tfaraond 
, , -Bdectsrad- 

BCTTIN& 11-8 Jo UeB, 2*1 Setae Lon 9-2 Nlgrasliie, 7-1 Cool Edge, 1M Prince Of todla 
1BS& WtWM 4 8 V K tote/ 72 (Saeed bin Suroor) 4a«n M 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

•JC MELL Impressed n his handtc^i win from Kaywe and 23 others at Aacot (as tarn 
whiter Pester is again dKord and it ts worm noong that two who were *eB in the nek 
a Ascot. Omaha Oty and Dancsig Imago, were nvohwa r me Goodwood fteeh nwth 
sertae Law. Swss Lew stowed a fine tom of loot at Goodwood, but he was demoted 
far bunping Omaha Oty when making he Chalenge. Beck over that trio today after a 
good seco nd to ltfakhab at Nowrrarkst (*n) Swiss Law b the mam threat With Elagant 

— — . . - -- Group 

Mgraabm 
JO MELL 



221 BOfTEVSAAfl (IBAJ (323(D) (HeTdwAIMsMBiT^ RAmetWB B* R»» » 

Mpg^Cflp 

n 0*1 SPECIAL TREAT (17J (ChewhyF%1< Sid) DLodr84 KB*»3B112 

f&j, whto saOt, top! toe a*> 

-ifldsdmd- 

BETTWG: 3-1 Detemea, 7-2 ftttsyaw; 4-1 Monts Laawe, B-1 Hufacm. B-1 SpecM Red, M Tb- 
Ueraong, 14-1 Sbneton. Cknteix 16-1 Demofldcn Jo, 26-1 Wrktes Boy 
1B96: aeomt ltemng 8 4 B Ms B-l ter p HR dnenn 121 7 m 
FORM GUIDE 

IKHTEYAAR got her just rawaid wth a wry smooth win *om Final , &ngo(i«nnoramM) 
a Nottingham last tana This la gomg to be hart to win. tot she looks a »y to N*y wth- 
Detarront ted a futeng out to beet Ibbtereong at SeSabuy 14 days oga He wd probn- 
biy cortkm that form awn with faUersong wjnrmg h good etyte at Ytennwth on Wetoee- 
day Monte Lamoe locked progresaue n*ien he beat Rate* A Kfag n a NewmnM wwy 

last bme He rates a ba threat and the Ira thraugh A»M A Kfag gims hkn ttw tMnng 

of Shawdon. who was beaten by that coB at YarmoUh Hujoom b mother twetam 
nurseries- SatocBon: BOfTFOAR 


[2.101 C SP5 CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS D) £5.000 

*—■ 1 V j “Jde*! 1m 2f 60yds Penalty Value £4,078 


WbmfaigB doubtU runner. Cool Edge, who EtoiJders 6b extra far wtming the 
n«ee Gledn&ss Stakes a the Curagh, b prelurad to Prince Oftarita and Ntw 
- the last-named teBng at thb trip early In the season Selection: JO 

3 401 RACING POST TROPHY (Group 1) (CLASS A) I rvf 
£75,000 added 2YO 1m (Round) £34,096 I ^ 


4.45 


LADBROKE HANDICAP (CLASS C) £15.000 
added 1m 4f Penalty Value £13,013 


C4 


LMM2 ST 


^®^«^i7) W (rsChid)l*sURev«*iyBfl7 JReidM 

/lSS (Rehab Groen Fhe Partngs)) MPpe4BB.JV McGkra 7 

^SST^J^ atoRas,lBIEAf!!on488 -KFUonS 

J5^^J®?tFR)(»<)(AJftel^Mi8NMacaiJey6S6 S Drowns 3 

SS^^^^ WLCftec ^ GWh « 388 M JNnenaB 

50-060 Ptpcgts (USA) ® [Don E hesaj Enrtco hesa 500 RHBs2 

^ a e roilS! 

06000 APPLETON'S FANCY (fi) (Snmrtcp Stud Co UWtodi A BMay 3 B4 > .BWrkM 11 
-f5d0cteed- 

^ aabstettor. 6-1 Gone Fbr A Button, B-l Break The Rake, 
1838: Break The Rules 4 9 4 K Derby M H fau [Iks U Henley) (keen (S) fl ran 

DONCASTER WRITERS RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) 

£11,650 added 5f Penalty Value £7,918 

TADEO(a)(D)(JRQood)UJahrebn497 DeanMcKeomS 

AZIZZI (14) (Own ftadior) C Egertn 5 9 7. J) ODenotee 18 

CROWDED AVHUJE (27) (D) [T W Wfetturi) P Makn 594 KFMoalB 

INDIAN SPARK ft) (CD) part Brady) JGcMeS 9 2 DGrifl9heCn20 

PBTRY5T0N VEW ^S) (CD) (Mb Jane Matfherson} P C&Iw 5 B 0 L Dettori 14 V 

2KSGTS QANCSI (USA) (7J (D) Ucfsi Pjdnt* Barry) E Alston BBC JFEganS 

GABJC STOfM (B) p)) (BF) (H C Racng Ctb) M Jahnston 3 B 12 .^iWenw 21 

4HSBIBIAN (S) (CD) (Ansels ol WUkscQ J Barry 7 B n C Lwntier (5) 1 B 

RUPTO PET (14) (0) [The Bnadgm P a nnarc h b) R Hamcn 3 B 11 OPeeBerlSB 

T WICE A S SHARP (D)(FonriJa'lVtelw| PHaraSBP G MM 11 

W ESTCOW T MAOC (3^ (D) p( Hodgnn) M W EastBrtay 4 B C LChanwkTO 

SURPRISE MB6I0N (9) (Q^ (D R BRStherton) Ms J RonEdoi 5 8 9 J Fortune 7 

CAMOVAS HEART (17) (D)(MJ CMwme and MaJWbodt) Bob JnmaBB9JI Day H 

RS'tfiTORY R (D1 (M SSauxtera) M Saundars4B0 S Drowns 4 

LAGO Di VARANS (8) (CD) (The PBT Grax^ R Whtsktr 588 „FLynch2V 


2.40 


DODO 
-20310 
620002 
62GOSO 

•tnx 

300040 
DIED 
201223 

aano 

303000 

ooono 

« 432050 

e 130601 
14 003046 

6 onso 


1 2S CRAiGSTEEL p7] (5r DM 1Mb) H Ced 9 0 .. K FaUUn S 110 

BS*. whte crass telb rotor and stews, nflte cap. bk» Epee 

2 4M KUIANJARO (27) (D) (BF) (bbor/UagnerflJtvf Wgfaber) U StcuteBO- J ReM 6 ill 

RofBl blue, nango dot orange and roja) bLe skbed ateems. wto cap 

3 301 LITTLE MOWN (67) (Q V iflktfi) S Moth 9 0 ^.OPeeBerB 109 

EnmaUgttn bbcks&pn sriped dBms. emraUgipcn «aw, toct cor 

4 370 MOUNTAIN SONQ {EdpsBThoaj&tmlsI Prescat 90 G0tatHV3 t03 

Gob and nranon cteck gokf sJewas anf tessofonop 

5 h HUDSRp7)(Go(kp*4SaaedbnSuroar90 LIMM7 99 

flcjslbto 

6 n MUTAMAM (31) (P) (Harridan A1 hbktaxn) A Sknmfl 9 0 -RHMbl 97 

wMe epaA&stopadcap 

7 3221 QUET ASSURANCE (USA) (23) (MMoum Al Makkun) E Durtop 9 0 . G Carter 2 113 

Anal bkn. hrifc chnimn, igfr htjri cap, wftei tie 

B 31201 SARATOGA SPRINGS (7) (D) (ttnflfagno) A P0Enen(H) 90 _MJHnani 4 117 
(tojef Mm. (KngDdEsc: orange end myaf toe raved stoaes and cap 
-8 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 KBmen(»fo, 4-1 Mutest Wt Saratoga Springe, 8-1 MuOroem. 6-1 unto Indian. 
7-1 CMpsteeLB-7 Mountain Song, 12-1 Outet Assumes 
1996: Madacdy 9 0 G Hnd T4-1 (Saetra bn Surocr) dram IQ 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

As wdh last yearb Godoiphin wfanro Medaofy. MU DEER has been supptemented far the 
race Mudecrb win wig debut at Leicester e sound farm with the lour knmetoeely be- 
hmdhtnal winning smeamd the Ufeirrkng colt defied the 3b penalty in style whan beat- 
ing newcomer Pegnitz (fttthto Xaar m the Dewhurat) at Ascot (71) With pimty at stamna 
on the damfc side, Mudaer is the choice n a wide open raca Henry Cecd has an out- 
aandng record in the race and Cralgatael was reported rlng-rusiy when sixth (beaten 
Fffit over a length) to Teapot Row n the Royal Lodge. KUmanjaro. a dose hxrth on the 
faster ground after hswm in the mud at Sandown. should appraoate this tong, galloping 
■InUiL And ttte worth noting that Midaaty monad Royal Lodge farm fast year with Ben- 
ny The Dip and Besoge m ttas. There was a big word for Mutemam when he won on to 
debut at LngffakJ, and he embed homo from Golden Dica at Chester next Ume Lithe In- 
dian Iras done Sean Woods proud and the cott s staying abftty enabled hbn to peg ba=k 
Tracking and Hsami In the Solano Stakes at Sandown That soft ground may not have 
sited Haani, who won the Somervla Tattersafl next lime, but Little Indian remabs the 
type to raHi a battte over tta saaictung mia Saratoga Springs, who cnxsed up «i Ihe 
Baresfard Stakes at the Currant last Saturday, can be caled the form horse if Teapot 
Row (founh) gave his true nmnkig n the Acomb SWces ffi Ybric - a race Saratoga Sprmgs 
won by five lengths. Mountain Song led unti caught W) yards from home by King Of 
Kbigs and Celtic Caraler n the National Stakes at the Cunagh. He was very impressive 
b e fore h and at Safisbuy and wS progress fixther That leaves Quiet Assurance, who 
beat a big field otborpertancsd mat. at Newmarket after Dodd farm agamsi decent op- 
positfan Selection. " iLtDEEfl 


0D3< SREEN5TEAPgfSA)(l4) (SMkfrt Uian i i ia^JQokdanX TOO. 

Mkxvl hMb uesiea. rnantn no. MUM dar 

Stan TES9AJQE(3S)(D)(RteyPterantep)MCaraPn5B7 LChiraockB 100 

tefcw took Imo. dtodtalum. reBow cap 

nm CAPBJHQ PRWCE5S (38) (C) (H G Cofe] D H^AJDm3497 SDttmnelS 96 

Hhtaaidtoct damonds, eMs abnes, hoepodop 

one ZHtPOUHpO) (H(B^(HH AgaKhan)LCunart3 92 JRMdA 99 

Gteeri ittf grsan op 


5 2-0040 OOPS PETITE (42) (Q{MraDMacRas]U3 JCBd 492., 


IWmerlS SB 


If 


HMe. rad and nyai bte enws 6ea& bba cub. red aid fit* quomd cap 

■60230 ALAZHAR(21)(C)(AIMjaAmRxtnHShp)iBaldng391 AMcQona 16 9B 

EtneraU gnm. whte sot eoaeU preen and btack taped Sham. qummS tap 

3/21-0 RU40ffiWEST(17)(Qr«opto , Whgk)DAitxi#x¥24BO J Frxktra 16 SB 

Aqaf f** yetbw save, teSatrsto&ea, royW blue armUs art star cnytto* op 

TSOW VERIDtAN (15) (CD) (Ms P W H bib) P H ama 4 B T1 OPedtarS 93 

Ennatigmeri red Gasfcpfcw stones and cqp 

22306 DOUBLE ALLEGED (Q (Us NJliiggndMJdiraba 3 B9 DomMcXtownM SB 

EnataUgreea reiefbtae stops, faked Warns, mpotfcqp 
■OTTO DEBUDWIEDAYSge9(E9(U i sS>irfeyBre5ha)AStairert589-CLawtAer(S) 1 100 
IMm: pupir spotL yafaw cap 

3-062 INVERMARK (34) (Sir Davd W9s) J FatoHwe 389 -Doubtful 3 9* 

Bhc, «Me cross bets: coBar and Mas. uhto cap bbeapoa 

C 134402 FWCHMCHA (FTfl (30) (Q (T J lltafc) 0 Mans 3 B 8 , NDey9 SB 

Rryal toe, yeOon spots, red noons 

a 220010 MCGfliyaJDDVRE8<S(7) (PonEbcBa)Emaftiei3a893 KimTinkterll K» 

mm tofstiue andynim/ spot times. quotnUcap 

M 034H6 TYROLEAN DREAM (12) (BF) (PHadh)llTbnpkin&3B0 DBtggs7 W 

Purple and yefowdamonds. wttiBSlewesBadcap 

E 200414 PEKAY (7] (T & B Ms M E Hckfcirflj M Jchnstcn 4 6 0 JFEgmi12 98 

W hW- ttarit *wf Hf/ irtWHr i ' l if «i— wrfwy 

£ 00460 STAKE CASWOS BOY (35) (SfflkhCasncoCUflMJotrelcri 37 T3- N Adams 17 97 

Oak Mm wMedanoreL dmondiandtoMAwklsap 

17 005t* CIVIL LIBERTY (IS) (Uctoxxtg G Lewis 4 7 10 P Ferns? (3) B SB 

fcteuua. yetewchaiTDa /eAcmcup 

B *0452 HHL FARM BLUES (11)PNewtan| WM Brisbane 4 7 C boa Wands (5) WOT 

Lgftf given and ntm faanenQ. stiped steams 
-IBdectand- 

tfinmurn ntjfr 7Sf fGb True harx&Hp moigtts: C«# Litxrfy 7st 9B>, MB Farm Bhns 7s BSj. 
BETTING: H Zerpour, 7-1 (keenttwd. B-1 Capflano PrincMS, lOv Debutante Days. At Azha^ 
Oops Petde. Tfessajoo, 12-1 P la ctaocha. 14-t Tyrteaan Dream, WrltBap. Doubts ABapad, CM Lite 
arty. IB-1 n^cGlllycuddy Reeks, Pekay. 20v tXhorm 
1996: Henry ls&nd3B9QUBgan (7) w-1 (G Wrafflj) «*wm (fi) S ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Zerpour has got to take al the beating back over 12 fulongs otter te second to the pro- 
gressive Uthafi at Leicester (im 21). A three-length winner at a maiden at Newmarint, Zer- 
pour can be fargven he defete Vi the MMose Handcap at Ybrk when he hit a patch of 
false ground. But sight preference is for tho older GREENSTEAD, who was beck bom 
a lengttiy break when a creditebto faralh to Atezal ti bed gtxxid at Ascot a fortnight aga 
He looked decent al Newtxry last season and this tuface should be perfect tor him Al 
Axhar is a guess at the tnp Selection: GREENSTEAD 


NEWBURY 


HYPERION 

1.30 Bristol Channel 340 Story Line 

2.00 Prince Of Denial (nap 4.00 Robin GooctfeDow 

2.30 Busy Flight 430 Bettron 

3.00 Distent Mirage 


GOING: Good (Good to Soft on back strai^it). 

STALLS: Strai^il - stands side, round course - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ugh far 9 fa tn on straight couse. 

• Left-hano course with a tn straight 

• Ctxxse Is south-east of twm near A3*. Ral station (senrioetom London. P a ddngton) ad- 
prns courea ADMISSION: Club EM Tattereate C8. Star Ring a CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: P Chappto-Hyam 38-1W (2lfl9ft J Gosden 37-147 (2S2%L R Han- 
non 29-454 (64%). P Cota 24-209 (115%). J Dunlop 23-191 (B*L R Chariton 20-G7 (S7%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: T Quinn 33-EB1 (1U%). H Mis 24-2D7 (tt6%)> R Cochrane V-GS 
( 10 . 1 %). S Sandora 9-90 (10%). Pate Eddery B-112 (73 9£4. J Quinn 7-66 (8J%) 

• FAVOUFHTES: 206-622 (334%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TTAfE tone 


0 


1.30 


FURLONG CLUB RADLEY STAKES (Listed) 
(CLASS A) £14,000 2YO 7f Myds (Round) 


BBC1 


one AMABEL (USA) (21) (CQ(GeoqpSBwbridge| I BaUhgBll Marta Deyor2 91 

WMB, emouklpaan Aoqp 

mo ADMIRE (44) (kte Gay Kttoeay) Gw KBfaM»«a_. AFtendiS 79 

HMB wd wjef Okm Ounonb, pink stow* «9WM» on P** dbrnsL 

ARCIlCAIRpTJTOCTAScahamJEWtoymnBB SS*d«a5 90 

WNfabreenbacattArebarcR) 

BRISTOL CHANNEL (48) (XAbdtohJ B1«8 88 MWsBTOS 


21 


Qeart pr*wahandap. whit stem 
31 COURT LANE (USA) (12) (StaMi Mohammed) D Loiter BB.. 

ktooon. write staevea uwmen cpR •**» Mar 
OtO FFE5TWS»(B3)(ata Racing CfaHPCbtoBa. 


T Quinn 10 91 

HMkt toge Mack vote btort cap 
2» FRBflXYKAWWG (31) p) (Ais Ftencs FWrvwhip) J BanteBS — J Qatar 4 94 
YtlowmsiitetgmentebtiOii^anilitekdaliteonstemynMmatMgtentefteev 


06W0 C0HC81UN(22)(lfesLJMtad)SCWiBnEBBi2 J Quinn 13 102 

Wtb. rtak bius tffae. kju bte stems, drt bte s&s, tgbf toe cap. dark toe iflr 

03031 FBGHT WMG (12) (Tha Ead Cadagm) W R Han 3 8 0 „TSf»ke5 vn 

aiwn eten MreepeAe andca 

-4860 WHJOH ARSENAL (107) (Businas EjpitnE) K Bchcp 5 8 h - MEddsryS 92 

Ltfi jeer and urife fguaitoort. Tailed ste&KG. 

062 CHAMO (1^ (ffe \finoy) J Cld 7 8 11 SSB8tare14 9? 

iD)Q( toe sec redstaerek rad n> hM 9 /xnpad cop 

1233 ZALnziNE(USA)(44}(lliknmAIMaldaiin)MSiniie3B8 JA Fstkon 12 TOO 

w Rfto A nits c hum, IgM bte cap. uiteHar 

4-4423 CONSOfrrn(UrsSLMtthea4llsAPenetl4B7_ C Rutter 3 94 

HMb; rad cross beta and anntots. ffstotr cqp 

T3420- CRAZY CHEF (421) pF)(DuidJSnfBai)PCDie4B7 TOutmlS M 

Anacota 

tone PMICE OF DHWU. (7) (C) (D) p S Guftn) 0 Aituthmi 3 B 6 — SWMteOrthll TOO 
Mbm icjoftoesbyie: s»4wf sto*A ystowcap RfBfbbeapoa 
14 1-008 POLAR FLIGHT pBB) (The UddtiemPBrtierieSMJcfnsion 3 86.- JCwroflB 107 

ftajofMApM stipB, temdateies. tiripedcap 

6 503031 RAPIER (22) (Vtre A Ksne) R htonrxmS 84 DmOYMBIOT 

Hnk and ctort bke gripes, pt* stem, dent tore arnto 
— 15 rtrrfcrol- 

AAtaun aeipTO 6st 76 (3pJ B87 3fa) . True Nncteap umlgte: Consul Btf to Oaiy Ctof 8sf 38k 
BETI1NGE tel Prfan Of DonlaL 6-1 Mbbaii. 1te2 Strazo, 7-1 RigM Wing. B-1 Conaciri, 10-1 ZM- 
kzfcw. Concur Un, ia-1 WDcums. 14-1 Grta^Rapfac 16-1 Another Tkna, 20-1 Chat-Yb, Polar Fflght, 
Can cWaf.33-1 Mtoa Arsenal 
199&: Mflcuni 5 9 7 A Dark 5-1 IP Mitai) diaen 3 Bran 
FORM GUIDE 

WReuraa won this by a couple of lengths a year ago but whereas he came here fa good 
farm then after wtatoig tha Magnet Cip and runrang a good second at AscoL he haenl 
shown the same eparide tto term, beet bet b the Isyiy raced MTTHAU. who is Wb tsgh- 
erthan when fifth (of eight) to Isttoff on his only previous hanefcap attempt - he ddrrt 
get the best* of runs - but has won conditions merits at Doncaster and Leicester and 
was an easy wtaner of a NotHn^wn maiden in June on his Introduction. Strazo and Right 
Wfcig are others In good term - gokig fa al Newmarket and Ayr on thee most recent runs 
ft was good to *m at Newmarket but Strazo wes a winner on good to *ott a Chepstow 
last term. wMa there was give in the grouid when BgM Wing went ki at the Scottish 
track - ha was staying on strongly at the finish and wi appreciate the antra ter long - and 
afso when he won at Ascot in Juie. Strazo should confirm latest running with the fatrlh. 
Raptor, who was beaten more than sot lengths and has a 6b advantage Prince Of De- 
niaLsixth of30to GtffShaad al Newmarket Selection: MITHAL1 


3.00 


STAFFORD KNIGHT STAKES (CLASS C) £7,000 added 
2YO 1m Penally Value £4^87 


01 NUflStAR(1B)|ChasAcqPHarTE90- 


1 
2 

3 

4 

s 

-8 tackled - 

BETTING: « DtatanUftage, tet Knmktro, 4-1 Enande^ 7-1 Stta(m GO-1 Nsam 
1996: Temping Prospect B 6 D Henisor 8-1 (Lent HunUngder) Oraei (7) 7 ran 


-A CM3 

OS ALAZAN(98)(TteSperHhCamecaon)DHydB81l SSradnB 

2 DtSnwnURAGE (37) (BF) (RSangstO] P ChepftaHyan B n RHBv0n(3)2 

EVANDER (AnBrony Speekran) P Cote 8 8 : — TtUtan4 

STINGRAY (M J PlongBr) M Jrtretol8 M Mai 


3.30 


JOHN COALES 70TH BIRTHDAY CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 1m 4f 5yds Penalty Value £3, 75B 

4030T RAISE A PRINCE (RDfll^ (Dr Frar* SB Chao) SVkXxb493 SSendetaS 

CXJDNOE (MCKemai - ONBi) Rhgrem3B1l RMbenS 

DO FUNCHAL WAY (Z» (kite Ho^BRMrwi 5 8 TI .TSprebsS 

000400 STORY UW (15) (The Stoy LWPertwrst^ DArtxihrotA BH RF1imdi(3)S 

044340 AT LB0TTY (23| (D) (Boee Ademr^ R ftonror 5 B ® DmCTNM2 


004545 MBYWiBLICfT) (CD) (KrfiHPakiM)J Eustace 788- 


... R Cochrane 1 V 

1-1D01 ONCE IKNTE FOR LUCK (12) P) (M Herotoy CLb) M3 M Reralay B S 8_A Cubane 7 

414005 PROTOCOL (B^ (HghdBm Thaoughbred Racing Lk^ J Hfe 3 B 5 T (total 4 

243504 MOUNTWNra«(9rfWBr£ta^MW383 MFertonB 

-9 (factored - 

BETTTNG: 5-2 (toce More For Luck, 7-2 MMyan Bus, 4-1 RakreA Prince, tel Protocol 6-1 Mcen- 

fatoeek 10-1 At Liberty; itei Story Um,2tel uttwre 

1996: floyi Dtwsion 3 fl 6 T Sprata 6-1 (J Dutop) drawn (U) 8 m 


4.00 


8 LffiGSMWmPFHMBHFocIgflJOutopBB 
Gey roief Mrs sbKL staMB end aro 
D MAYLAN(15) (TheSpenehComeOEn) DHytfaSB 


Rod, jetowcheeon, rftbota on stem. teptHetp 
MDStMMER ROMANCE (Iheo Mbddngtan) B Meehan e 8 „ 
ftrpte amenta pom stipe, s^oed abauro aid cep 
421 MWMAH (17) (ftandan Al Maktum) D Msky 88- 


1 — 


12 — 


2.30 


PERPETUAL ST SIMON STAKES (Group 3) 
(CLASS A) £30,000 added 1m 4f £21^00 


BBC1 


-40130 SALMON LADOBl (USA) (28) (CD) (M Art*) P Cob 5 9 3 . 


_T Quasi 10 117 


JCStml 7 92 


Rctel toa uAta epataflt tUpul op 
RED LEGONGS (1^ p) (Mrs CWre Sm») J HMB B - 
mitai yobsrttam. ehtacRt 
C SWIMSSTHl(11)(LsdyBanita5PRYtaUjerB8. 


Si 


_A Clark 9 78 


_Dane<XNeM13 84 


ftepta prtnraa dtennxl^atarartastaHaA quanedcap 
-ISdectaed- 

BETTlNG: 3-1 Court Leon, 7-2 MRswh, te2 Bifatoi Cherati, IM Leggen, 9-1 AmebeL 10-1 Aro- 
fe Afa ntonifiy totaling, 12-1 McMrav FleatHag, Red Legging* 14-1 Mng Sfateq 1H Mbfaunsner 

Chance. 33-1 Maytan 

1996: Boaksn 6 B A Ctak 0-1 (B Ms) ctaen P) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

COURT LANE showed Ihe benefit of her debut thicl to Qto and eLtosequent 'feesfcta 
Trophy wtener Giazia when con*® home by rtne lengths in ttw mud ■ Ayr (61) and ehaid 
gteHte tonoar trtai Sheto by MachtareHan and the second fee! of Cherry HWm hwohe 
CrtcancB- BSJfmtfi made it Ihlrd Ume kicky whan strung fem with a vengeance at Ybilc 
iBaktanveiualyaLlhedaugftoofOjeenAnwwtaitaLahtoquIdrenBdawayhliiactos- 
e» sages to slam Love Academy five length* Thta md Whnahftt ^wtoue ngcnMte 
oiriMM Aix En FYovenee at FBpon ware over six but she wasgoing on i "«Jat 
finish when a fourth to Srarp Ftey at "ftxk. Selection: COUFIT LAHT 


fttote ngaf toe crass of torahft armtofa and cep 

23DW BUSYFUGHT (20) (CD) (SWnptekJ Digty) B Hte-» 00 MWS5124 

Apple pern bbekstenu 

05682 KUTOpflram W (Handm /U Ltaktxnfl H AmeSung 5 9 0 ACtak2 116 

RcyflftAlB, “*** a p 

3-0530 LORD JBI (116) (i (Ms S YTT hiks) L uti HrfngOon 5 9 0 — DamOTM9V1M 
Hapta ydbw (tarmnfa cn etoaesi glared cap 

366423 PROPBT BLUE ((ISA) (8) (M J Legga) T kHs 490 SSamfaroA 110 

ugu toe and yeiov dfamoncfti If/h bte stem, quetarad cep 


22(14 SUPUZl (S2S) (D) (T G Wee) P Bceen 6 9 0 M FtrWW 1 113 

Rtd. piok Osmond, pink cap. whbspoB 

12D4ID TAUFAITSMaQOYtZT) (D)(MAt Sea) Lady Haa1es690 M Cochrane 11 116 

KMa, flM btacnasbatai hooped shews, ted cup 
581346 BUDDY MARKS. (46) ((q (JHUdoiglfihjJ MAxugrfnS 67 — NGMcCuBaghT KB 
flnjte tota refer anted stem, crtac* cap 

-2002 HAUWBTA (USA) P4) (Bf) iGodok**^ Saaed bn SUnor 3 B 7 JCmfl3 110 

Acjefttfl 

«B mJTAD (USA) CM) (O) (K MriisJ H Qarton 3 B 7 TSprakoB U3 


DICK DAWSON NURSEHY HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,000 
added 2YO 6f 8yds Penalty Value £5,345 

1 225094 SMOOTH SAILING (14) (A fl Pentfl) KlfcAiAffe 97 ACMfne12B 

2 08236 TBIPUB FUOTT (MJ) (The Keepers) B H Itanan 9 5 M Fenton 17 

3 2600 HU.MAGKgM)(D)6tahsef JadaorBfaotakxkUi^ DBtovcrfi94.Rnenc<i(l)4 

4 01 R08JN GOODFBiOW (D) (Mfchesi Gough) PWtobvjn93 JCermllS 

5 364236 BEWARE (IT) (Wycfc Htol Stud) H Aimebang 9 1 — ACfatfcZ 

6 08 POLY BUC (28) (CD) (Sheel&lfciCorwrtereLkfl GeyKata«ay8 HA Mwtei (3) 11 

7 025 WOLRWNT (17) (tta Am QuaMy) P Makin 6 8 SSwtas9 

8 424022 TtffiBOYJOWI (USA) (4) (JBfl Latere Ltd) RlfamonBB — WJO’OomorB 

9 034026 KBWET (19) (Mss M C Fteser} P CUrdel B 11 RPBrttanIB 

8 66002 MOONSTONE (19) (Ms D B Brazw) A Javis 8 6 — TQtanB 

n 204300 WH0N06E (T5)(D) (AfcbortflacngLntad) BMa«her8fl GHannen(7)14B 

8 3«03 MOHAWK {22} (John Dwby) JDu*p 85 Pad Eddery 5 

O 48401 TRUTH TH1HI (3fl (D) y C Sirth) R hbmon B 4 Dane 07** 13 

14 2300 PERFECT HARMONY fl1)(NBAttettaou£p)B Meehan 8 1 Cftotar7 

O 054040 FROUaaNG(20)(DSuh)JDu*|>BT — TSprukulO 

* 560 JEWEL (T7) (Lady ■fenrwSJR Hamcn 711 JQutaiS 

17 30000 TliLLICH RffRAIN p) (Thp Sir Plnlars CLb) Wttlr7 O Jhsfin Deyer 16 

8 444006 BlEySANTApE5) (AdwancsdMBrte(ing9entae9lH(ANaeeambe7 0~Flbaloa19 

8 18000 FAST FRANC (8Q (D) ( J W LovitQ S C Wfare 7 8 DWDam{7)1 

-IBctadved- 

MWrnum ivaght 75t TQh True handicap weights: ESuye&ia 7a BSj, Fan Franc 7st 7S. 

SETTING: 5-1 Robin Good fe Boat tel Mohawfa 7-1 Tto Boy John, tel ProfcUng, Moonstone. 9-1 
TruBi TUtar, 10-1 Ksmtl, Poly Bka, YMBrcrt, 12-1 Bewera, Smooth Sfafing, 14-1 HB Magic, Jew- 
44. Ported Harmony itel mnpm Ffett, 20-1 dtora 
1996: Tfalw Geags 9 3 0 Urbna 4-1 to (L CUroaiO dam (V) 8 ran 


4.30 


Gteen; pink sash and cap. uftfe ateews 

86 KALttNA(41)(D)0iH AgaKhan)LCunBn384. 


RPtanch6 120 


ronnl RECRUIT EMPLOYMENT SfflVICES PA^ IgBCl 
2.00 HANDICAP (CLASS B) £12,000 1m If M. 391 l p ," 1 


005035 WKCIMA (14) (09 (TG 
0031 MITHALI BtoQttEiN MbWcup) 

numni tw r ^l (Chi (D SiAvsn) S Wiob 5 8 13 


_A Ctafc 1 B 100 
17 KB 


013400 ANOTVO 7WE (14) l“)P ^ 
— .— J UvS^i inbu tri I fl Cochrane 


603*01 STRAZO (22) (E 


Herrtss4B8- 

and pink tripos, blackcap 


_JtaflnDwyw210S 

leap 

.RHrendl(3»4 99 
_fl Codnna 10 105 


Qreen. ied epsuiats, preen cap 
-11 declared - 

BETIWQ: 94 Boay Flight, 7-5 Katana, tel Kkdte, 6-1 Ttorrim* Hetody B-l Htaarra, Panted, Itel 
Satoaon Laddar; 1H taper Blue, 25-1 Buddy Marvel, 33-1 Lord Jkn, SupDri 
1996: Sahm Ladte4 90T Qdm (P Col^ ttaen P2) e ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Salmon Laddar beat Kutta three pans of a length In last yeart correqpandng race - 
the pek five tengths deer dl the userfd Bra Luna - but the nssiar-uPL wrih a 3b piA can 
prove Ihe pick rtf the pair today. He Mowed a fatar4engtfi Nawirnrtot victory m dune with 
seconds to Surgeon at Mateons-Laffitto (Group TwJ and to Ftaiher Fight at Chasasr. beat- 
en t»n tengita However. tKs looks booked far BUSY FLIGHT, who Is a dose ratatve d 
FHeihte Flgftt. Berry Ktato charge finished only tenth in the Arc but was succssstd n hie 
two precoAig starts - over course and dstance and al Doncataar; where he easiy beat 
Memorise. Thnphan'a Melody beet Matyma ttrree^piarteiB of under Sst KBb a length 
in the Tbto Suday Specrei HarirScap - a raca he vron n teSS - but was demoted far caus- 
ing kdarterance on the home tun. Selection: BUSY FLIGHT 


LEVY BOARD NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,550 
added 2YO 7f 64yds (Round) Penalty Value £3,649 

UQO BETTRON (31) (D) (R Gtndo) R Hamm 9 7 DmaOYMBS 

3120 ANRA AT DAWN (35) (Mentyr Uota ArctorD) B Ralng 9 2. TSprataS 

004 NIGHT VK3L (ITT) pal Al) BHto BO MHOfalO 

3404 TAJVLftQIHanRfanAIMtaktunI WRHamBC.. 


502U44 BOLWD TO PLEASE ftl) {Mrs Amenta ShdkrJPMafcin 8 6. 
□03300 RBiPCMDfB) (CJFtaitagGLttxraBS. 


584 ACHtOIYQt6p6)(faenc8PLym5l)AJevsBa 

0006 ARCTIC STAR (24) (KhpOnm feong) M CtamonB 5 — 
000 PWOfiSMOC^ (24) (MreLAtoxander) R AraislKrg84. 


.Itad Eddery 5 

..SSmtasii 

A Ctafc 14 

T (total B 

.-.RPertanB 


.FNortt»7 
2 


330603 FnEG0DDESS(4) (ttBVktataGoaknan)JSUoan84 

005000 SHANNOfre SECRET (ST) (MS Stefa TrstatJ BMeehai8l CHutar4B 

ZOO FOT4G BOLD MfUreH Levy) WLkk 80 Mtata Dwyer 12 

654001 UAH-HJT (B) (D) |J K Goto) J AmoU 7 C. R Ffreadi (S) 1 

5066 SAWOWEB LADY (34) (Setipwer Rachg Okb) W Meson 7 n JQtamlS 

-14 rtortnn ul- 

BETTMG: 4-1 Miriaa, tel Respond, 7-1 Itolod, tel F)ytig Bdd. HgMWL 10-1 Add Al Dam, 
Acebo Lynne, 12-1 Bettron, ArdfaBOui 14-1 Borate TbPtasse, Priori Mom; IB-1 Saropmar Lady. 
20-1 Hra Coddeae, 36-1 Sbanranto Secret 
1996c KatowKsan 90 0Ufetae2EM (K McAifate) drawn pO) IB ran 


- . 4* 


I* 1 

..V* 


market rasen 


0 V ' e l UK HYGIENE ‘FOR SMOKE RLTHATTON’ 
2.45 1 NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 


HYPERION ^ ^ t 

2L15 Oakbury 2-45 ShlnhigEdga 
3.50 Highbeath 420 Almuhtaram 4-50 Symbol 
Of Success 5^0 Blgsound - 


GOWaGood 

• FEtftehand, sharp. 

• OblfBB B E of town on A^LMarW 

by ii^ til ADMISSION: CU> «2Sa Tllttwa* 

• LbSSS£& Mrs M ftovetey^-rapS^MPfp* *« 

00*4 P Mhran 8-89 (8S%) A S Smllh 17-87 

• FAVOURITES: 86558 PrtocetyAN 

SLMKBTS) FBST 71MB& Opera Fan (vfaoredO ( 2 ** Pnncmy"- 

Wr( 2 «) 


added 2m If 110yds 
003-8 CFBTYL'S LAD (7) (CD) pF)DMJttecn7Tl B— Rtahneoa 
■BM\ RANGITIKH (HZ) (17) (CO) C item 6 It 3 — RDnneoodjr 

(OB- HOH WAHRWR (273) C Brocks 611 2 Gftedby 

1JB2P- MMVLt»eON(23qUlfamniond61l2 

23003 TOMBHf 

moo- StflMNG 


4JZ0 


23000 TOMB«fflE^O)'(BRJHJclinsni71l2 


-6 


RGratty 
P McCoy 
5111 LWyer 


KTTIHQ: 9-4 Hoh Werrioc >-2 Ctoeryfs led, 4-1 Tbre Bradfa, 5-1 fflto- 
tag Edge, tel RvgUsl, ftel Rqni Crimocn 

KAREN & ALAN STONE ‘WEDDING 
DAY* HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 3m 

Am CQUCHANT(fi«(q (DJURpeBOO -A P McCoy 

833F4 SWTttTDO OQ (D) Ms JPtaan9U 0 RRtart 


3.15 


2«15j (CLASS G) EZ400 added 2m If 110 yds 


533P-1 COPPBlCOa.(U0fD)RBudtar7«O 

0314Z- PONTEVEDHA (18^ fflfl N Margai 4 8 0 -AStodb 

B334P NOCSICHal(Pl1) KltaganBBO PMonkP)V 

-5 (factored - 


UK HYGIENE ‘FOR HANDRIERS 1 
MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £34100 
added 2m if 110yds 

1 2 ALMUHTARAM p3) G Laris 5 11 5 CLfaweNyn 

2 A5YOUUKEfr(USiA){nOB)MreD)taina5115_JF11fa]r 

3 2C-35 COPPER MOUNTAIN (tl^MBfabyB 11 5 GBradfey 

4 GOLDEN THMOSBOU* (PIT) NTMtar4 11 5_JRIknMody 

5 06- KRASNK (3*1) Ms 0 We 4 11 5 taRWekfay (5) B 

6 03PB- MAN OF WISLEY (222) Me JBuckky711 5 II Brennan 

7 NOTOOBtGPCheesfaiough5Tl6 AS Smith 

8 PARTYANWALKBaiey 5 Tl 5 -SI 

g SHARK (FIT) K Morpn 4 11 5 01 

8 OOPO- S0»iESDffiAII(3T7)JMaadbyfln5. 

11 0 SYCAMORE LDOGE (7) UMf 11 5 LWyta 

8 6 TANnAfl(FR)(21)RHofindBBd51t5 (toy Lyons 

13 ' - TRACEABILITY 0W)M Hammond 4 Ti 5 HGtartty 

14 P4FP8 TYTflfflJM GOLD (10) A J Lockwood 7 TI 5 Sltflor® 

8 YOUR THE UNIT (F115) JRvtas411 5^. SRym(5) 

8 000- GAUTBV HENPECKED (261) G M Moore4 TI 0 _M Bentley 

17 HADADABGL£p10)machel4ltO TKsnt 

fi MDUWAraMCESS(F2B)MeMRevalBy4llO— PMero 

8 iXLUJDUH BEAUTY (F53) ttra L SUtal 4 11 0. JTFsnlrt 

20 86 VnnAGECLA5SK(12) RBudderBIl 0 51 


5003-2 GALBifl1)(BF}MsMRne&y688 

OOOfl- SYMBOL OF SUCCESS (261) D MtamsB 8 11 . 


-PWven 


442U3B WALLS COURT (7) J BMett 8 B 1 — 
U554V TUDOR FHJLDW CS39) JUtata 880. 
DOOR- GAVASKAR (441) A Streeter B 80.. 


jyfi-S Barack (7) 
IHokmey B 
-ASSTO6h 
-TBta 


9 4/OP-P DOUBLE ACHEVENBITmMPipa 780 MrQawr 

-Sdedarad- 

LSf*iirj7i «VgW: TQrt True harefcap irwbte-TLribrFotowIH 12*. G«*8*W 
9sf 8ta Doubto Acfltaemanf BNBta 

BETTWG: te2 Galen, 7-2 Joirne Tto Bok tel WMh Caut tel FSir And 


5.20 


tats XAJPetpi) m N IkMi 13 PMonto®V 

0496 OPERA BIN (84) KMxgan SO JSLSn 

ZU» JO*«TUnYp0)JP«W*88C ^ 

0000- AFMCAMS®(Fg)MOia(imBn485 

IW UKEflWJNBatoageBBO--- — TSkltaap) 

54030 POHTVAl£NSKA (T7) JAK ani;4 8°- Steywp) 

-attoeind- .. — j PonVWen- 


3.50 


eta (tot fib. 

BETTING: 2-1™.. —-w—r —- w ^ km 

AWtanSw, Oetouy, 12-1 Pri«MlyASafaffart1fal«»“ 


ocf ah NocMcMn Bsf 4Ss 

BETTTM(£ even* C®ucb*TLte2CSJpperCb6i 5-5 &tfah ton 7-1A**nedra, 

20-1 Nocetcbfm 

TOTE HANDICAP. CHASE (CLASS D) 
,£5,000 added 3m if 

, FEW )CTCTHMWniTp1)CTDIWBlis911 W-MrSltantaP) 

2 PSM JAMESP«ap6)nMI^»8fl4.-_— APM^jr 

3 snow PlMSGUHNERpqjDJMHBiWWfa^BIS-. — R Gently 

4 2 AF-F RHOSSttlB«fa 2 )(OMBMHBvefa)f 9 ffl« — QlM(3) 

s BTM HttaeEAmpfjCQIfaURe«fay 68 B P»9»« 

—3 {factored - 

BETTING: te4 MgWMtah.Ta RtotaB Bay. tel Kbb (tototaU JataM 
Plgg, io-i Henna* Manrosi ■ 


BETTWG: 9-4 UeceabODji 3-1 Party I 
an TbuntartMta 10-1 Sbnfc. 12-1 Aa 1 
taflene Princaae, Itel I 
The Ltoflt, 20-1 MM 


tanLMAtauUsren.tel Goto- 
r Uka ft Copper Mountain, 14-1 
.OnaatarBwdKYbw 


CALDEHPRINT AUTUMN MAIDEN OPEN 
NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £1,500 addBd 1m 5f 110yds 

5- 3 BIBSOUM>(15)lfesVWMmnB5115. RJohoaon 

PRF -00 FOREST FLIGHT (2qCKemdta 5 11 5 M««Aitodtoy(7) 

06- JACK (269 J Tui 5 11 3 SUctofl 

LOOK SHARP® R Buita 4 ti 5 BPowvfl 

LORD SABRE JL Herts 4 11 5^ MrMMadtay(7] 

005 USMU)SR(2B)MreSLaiinymBn51l5 LSottomp) 

0- MAGNUS 1IAXBIUS (277) Ms S Larnyman 5 fl 5-RFwnint 

WJWEJa»too4n5 APMcCcy 

ONE EWE HAN T PUWshe4 tt 5 MICilybleyP) 


4.50 


UJMAH INTERNATIONAL/PARK SOCIAL 
NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4^00 added 2ra fif llOytte 

1 3IFUZI JOHKSTHEBOYp1)NltaseniniB R Greet 

2 /P83 FAR AND FANCY (FR) p4)4fcs U Wgan B II 9 — LWyer 

3 P-2W5 KNQOFSKADOWS(48)<p)nH0in9hMd8il2 

any Lyons 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
8 

7 
B 
9 

8 
n 
8 
8 

W 53-2 70TB(F0(£(iqttsMFkMtoy4113 

8 0 ACCOfWON BLAZE {MJ RWrochcuseSO 0 — Wltan 

8 BRIGHT EYES Ms J&wn 4 HO NHamdap) 

17 50 HlDflASSOFFM JMBraday51tO Fenton 

BETTING: 84 Btgsound I 11-4'HenFbfa, 5-1 Pascaeakai; tel StoeOng, 
B-1 Look Sharpes IB-1 OmFtmUse, 20-1 cetera 


PEACEM AKER fcta D.Ham 5 h 5- 


IFTMey 

P) 


9 9LSTWG(11^JMsclta4115 RDuranody 

TH1 MONTY Ms J Brawn 5 It 5 LWyer 


PUNTERS’ GUIDE 


NEWBURY 

L 3 Q: BKISTOLCHANNEL, a half 
osier to The 1993 Dante Stakes win- 
ner. Tfcnby, created a favourable 
impression when beating Ram- 
Wing Rose by half a length in aim 
makfan at Leicester h3st month. She 
^ successfully st^ Dp in class. M»- 
hna and Court Lane arc obvious 
dangers while it would not come 
as a mu pr ise to see the newcomer 
hCdsammcr Romance acquil ber- 
selTweD- 

ouo 

2 . 0 ©: PRINCE OF DENIAL, a 
creditable six lengths sixth to Gulf 
SlbpnHi in a lm handicap at New- 
marhei last Saturday, is well treat- 
ed on Lbe form be showed 10 win 
over the same trip here Iasi month 
and sbouk) go dose. Strseo and Po- 
lar Flight may pose the mosi prob- 
lems. 

□oo 

230: BUSY FLIGHT, who kept on 
well and was beaten by do more 
than 12 Jeagths into 10th place by 
Panne Cdebre in the Prix ck 1’Arc 
de Triomphe over lm 4f at Long- 
champ, takes a big drop in class 
here and should go welL Ka liana, 
trained by Luca Cumani, lcxiks the 
niain danger. 

DONCASTER 

3J(fc With the wthdrawal of the 
classy fiHy Elegant Warning, the 
path is dear for JO MEUL. Olivi- 
er Pesiier’s mount defeated a high- 
ly competitive field of handicappeis 
to land a big prize ai Asctx last rime 
cwl and is likely to be a short-priced 
favourite this afternoon. Nqgrasfue 
would be suited ty the ground dry- 
ing OUL 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


14fc Mkk Kmane has opted to rate 
SARATOGA SPRINGS and that 
choice looks significant. He 
wanned up for today's task with an 
effortless victory at the Curragh a 
week ago. Kinane could instead 
have ridden Kilimanjaro. John 
Reid takes over an this coll who 
won so impressively at Sandown. 
He was only fourth when favourite 
at Ascot Iasi time, hot that defeat 
should be excused because it was 
such a muddling race. 

□CO 

4.15: A tough event for punters, 
with almost all the runners capa- 
ble of winning. Shawdon was 
touched off over five furlongs at 
Newmarket lost time but has three 
victories to his credit over today's 
distance of six furlongs. Robert 
Armstrong's yard has produced 
several good winners of late and 
IKHTEYAAR seems sure to make 
a bold bid here. 

□□a 

4j 15: Zerpour is tram a shrewd sta- 
ble and bookmakers are taking few 
chances with this one's price in 
morning lists. The h an dicapper 
may also be erring on the side of 
caution however. AL AZHAR 
makes more appeal at double- 
figure odds. This coil has won twice 
at a mile and steps into unknown 
territory here, but he possesses 
plenty of ability. 


RACING POST TROPHY - 

10- YEAR-TALE 



1987 88 83 BO 

91 92 

S3 

94 

95 

98 

FMb of ftro favourites: 3 4 11-4 

1 1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

WkuMi'B ptaca In bsttfats: 3 2 1 1)1 

1 1 

3 

1 

2 

0 

Starting prlcuc 7-1 10-3 4-7 2-1 

2-1 5-4 

9-2 

1-1 

11-4 

W-1 

Pratt or Ibb to Cl stake: Favouritism +E032. Second FnvouritoB -ClG2 

Percentage & winners placad 1*1, tad or 3rd in last rac* 80% 

Staortost-pricad wtanar: Bo My 0*014-7 (1969} 

[ Longasl-pricad vrinnar: Medaaty 14-1 (®96) 


It 

= Joint -favourite | 

1 Top trainer: H Cecfl - Be My Ctiaf (888), Ffatar Dauias (80Ot Armiger (892) & lOng* 1 

| Theatre (1933) 





1 

|Tbp Joekay: WCareon- Emmson (8B7)6AIHarab (888) J 


FIRST SHOW 


Newbury— ZOO 


tons 

C 

H 

T 

MmOfDanUI 

1V2 

92 

92 

IM 

tel 

n -2 

tel 

Snn 

132 

132 

tel 

Contort 

02 

tel 

7-1 



B-1 

tel 

tel 

CoecarUn 

11-1 

IM 

■B-1 

mt 

14-1 

*1 

tel 

Mama 

Ol 

T4-T 

tel 

AnoBarTte 

2D-1 

141 

tei 

Rtota 

G-1 

20-1 

2te1 

CtrateVb 

25-1 

tel 

20-1 

PotaRM 

2D-1 

25-1 

25-1 

CnnvCtM 

25-1 

33-1 

33-1 

YMonAraoral 

33-1 

33-1 

83-1 


BtUnusaquaHrtaato, tec® 1.2, 3 
C-CbiatH- titan H( T-lte 


Newbury — 2-30 


Horn 

Ladbratao 

Tbte 

BuwEWM 

94 

94 

Un 

31 

31 

Km 

tel 

112 

fr An* Mate* 

tef 

M 

HNtara 

tel 

tel 

tatad 

tel 

Itel 

SMnmLadtar 

14-1 

14*1 

PnoorBfaa 

Itel 

16-1 

BurttaMnoi 

28-1 

25-1 

LonlJta 

40-1 

33-1 


50-1 

60-1 


Each mnaMhfoatH phot 1. 2. 3 


1 Doncaster — 3.40 


Horaa 

c 

H 

L 

T 

Oran faro 

52 

4-1 

72 

41 

ttsfaor 

w 

41 

92 

41 

Smtoga Springs 

92 

92 

41 

92 

Mtamwi 

IK 

5-1 

tel 

112 

LMstatan 

7-1 

M 

7-1 

51 

Otaptad 

02 

02 

tel 

6-1 

MounfafaSoog 

1V1 

tel 

5-1 

8-1 

Uritaam 

14-1 

tei 

141 

tel 

Each wy a tafBOd&ptaas f, 23 

C - CBM H-VOam hft L- Lataota&T-tob 


| Doncaster — 

4.45 


Horaa 

C 

H 

L 

T 

Ztanur 

4-1 

02 

72 

tel 

CtataroPitaw 

tel 

B-1 

91 

w-i 

QwuiMtaiJ 

IM 

tel 

.6-1 

10-1 

AJftrfra 

IM 

11-1 

91 

8-1 

Oops rata 

IM 

IM 

IM 

IM 

CMUtorty 

tel 

tel 

13-1 

8-1 

DcbdataDnya 

91 

0-1 

12-1 

141 

HnAfadM 

14-1 

14-1 

141 

141 

TMrojoo 

M-1 

tei 

141 

IM 

OouMaAtatari 

Itel 

Itel 

n-i 

Itel 

Mar 

IB-1 

141 

1M 

Itel 

Vkrktan 

91 

Itel 

tei 

in 

1 M£tamUfltaa 20-1 

2te1 

si 

tei • 

IMaunDnau 

2D-1 

SI 

20-1 

20-1 ' 

HIRmBbot 

20-1 

20-1 

2S-1 

tel 

9aUc Cretan Bov 25-1 

S-1 

25-1 

25-1 

Ffanta 

4tei 

50-1 

491 

3te1 

kMHraife 

dJU 

itoi 

mu 

rifahl 


Each m« a qntato ori*. ptaos 1, 2, 3, 4 
C -Qeta H - Mtaa » L - latades T-tofa 


LONGCHAMP - SUNDAY 


2.40 


PRIX ROYAL-OAK (Group One) £76,318 added 1m 7f 
Penalty Value £44,893 

1 562520 NGnWLBCA DANE pi) (Dated Hodge Spdefc) J Hammond 5 94 TJMt«B 

2 24403 FUHTHBT FLK9IT (ZZ) (D) (S IMngMd Dg3y) B ttaftJK) 11 94 Mtfltag 

3 -1185 SnElMEZ(HT)(4B) pO)pLLagartte(Bj DSepdc/n494 SStnchazS 

a -253M OSCAR GCHMDLEfl pi) (O Lfam) K Pnrdwp^FE) 5 B 4 . — CAsnuflMHO 

5 36663 BAHAMMN IOBGHT (44) ^uayan Stafi R Akefust( GB] 4 9 4 OPMtarll 

6 -6302 DOUBLE ECUPSC (22) (CO) (M Pvtnecsft^ M Jcfrotan (GB) 5 9 « . — JWUwr6 

7 200321 GffiYSHOT(22) (CU) (JCSnVh) ! Bating(lK) 5 94 -T Octal 1 

B -0*542 SNOW FYWCE8B(ug(EtpF)(LndUtaBtXk) lad Hnfeigtar(GB) 59 1-KMon4 

9 26-82 CAMPORESE (66} (M ton) P Q«(pb-Hyain{UK) 4 9 1 JRoU3 

8 068 fflAMYLA (21) (S A Aga tOvn) JCtafRE) 3B6 GMnss7 

II M08 SOSFUN(42)(C)(MMitawdFra4MnaCHead38B ODofaU»2 

-11 tfaefared- 

BETT1NS: 168 Oscar SetexlK tel Gray Shot 5-1 Doubto EcSpaa, 7-1 Campores*. tel Ebad^- 

ta Itel Notota' Ufa* Dam, tatter RigiiCStntare^ Itel SittnvPrtmMM. Stew Fan, 55M B*- 
baatai KnigM 

899: Rad EtaH Story 4 9 1 V Won 6-1 (Mra PM Babe) ton fl) 5 ran 


La-Faah is 33-1 for Guineas 


La-Faah, who was relatively 
un considered, even bv his own 
yard, before he set foot on New- 
bury's turf yesterday, took 90 
seconds to convince everyone 
he was Gassic material. Barry 
Hills’s colt is now as low as 25-1 
for the 1998 2,000 Guineas 
(Coral go 33-1) after a pleas- 
ing success in the Horns Hill 
Stakes. “He's much better than 
1 thought,” Hills said. 

The disappointment of the 
race was the favourite, Duck 
Row,^ who pulled violently in the 
eariy stages and then fizzled out 
like a cheap firework. His Der- 
by odds were pushed out to 
40-1. “He ran a bit flat,” his 
trainer, James TbUer, observed. 
“My horses have been out of 
sorts but 1 thought he would be 
okay. The answer must be that 
when you are in two minds you 
should take the cautious route 
because now I regret running.” 

The 2,000 Guineas ante- 


post market had been stirred 
earlier al Doncaster when God- 
oiphin 's Zaya made an im- 
pressive winning debuL The 
pre-race whisper was that the 
son of Zafonic had ability and 
temperament in equal measure, 
but he exhibited only the for- 
mer m making alL William Hfll 
go 33-1 for the Guineas. 

— Richard Edmondson 
Yesterdays results, page 21 


Y 

THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

ILIVE CO MM EUTABI ESI BESPITS 

DONCASTER 

971 

981 

NEWBURY 

972 

982 

WORCESTER 

973 

983 

CARLISLE 

974 

984 

MARKET RASBJ 

975 

985 

ALLCOURS 

0891 2 

ES RESULTS 1 

61 970 1 
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the independent 

SATURDAY 

25 OCTOBER I**' 

I 

TEU0I7I 293 2222 


TO RESPOND TO ANY 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL- 

0891 862 117 

AND FOLLOW THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS. 

24 HOURS A DAY! 

(Calls cost 50p per minute at all limes) 


16/CLASSIFIED 


PERSONAL 


WOMEN 

SEEKING 


SUSSEX COAST LADY 
Attractive. warm, canng. eeta- 
caied. slim widow. 
many mieresK. seeks protes- 
sw«l-'academ« male, lot 
friendship, possible retauon- 
chip *3145 — 
COMPANIONSHIP! 
3ood-hu" 1 «B'M. lov mg. Knd. 
peaceful and understanding 
female. seoks mate. 70-80. any 
naoonaUy. t& fri ends hip, possi- 

bl p retahorsfio. *3169 

STYLISH & SPARKLING 
Attractive, stylish, brunette 
lady. 43, looks younger, no ties, 
enjoys travel and adventure, 
seeks professional male, 35- 
49. NfS. with similar interests, 
fcj r fnerxtehip/relalionsmp. 

Aberdeen area, 

ADVENTUROUS 

COMPANION WANTED 
Are you an adventurous, aflec- 
bonaie? Wet-educated male. 
35-45? Are you interested (n 
the great outdoors? Do you 
want io (ravel to more exotic 
places? Female. 30s. seeks 
you. for fnendship/romance. 

^3134 

SAILOR AHOY! 

Friendly, professional. taS. aim. 
Asian female. 25. enjoys sail- 
ing. tabte-fanrus, theatre, seeks 
practical male. GSOH. with 
similar interesls. 25-25, lor 
friendship, possible relation- 
shm. London/SE area *3132 
TIRED OF 

COOKING FOR ON 67 
Me too. Adventurous, attractive 
1 emale. 2a. seeks taU. tun-lov- 
ing male. 28-38. lor trtend- 
-jty/mtatnnship. Mass enema, 
pubs, mteEgertt conversation, 
travel. independent On 
Sunday, hope you do too. 
W/Yotksrtre TT3161 

FEY BRUNETTE 
Attractive, very loving. inteS- 
gent female. 29. a little eccen- 
tric. adores animals, music, 
countryside, esoteric arts, hav- 
ing run, seeks protective, 
humorous. mtt-HrgenL wsWrad 
male. 35-42. to watch the 
stars. Glastonbury area. 

*3178 

TOTAL WOMAN 
SEEKS TOTAL MAN 
Are you taO. handsome, 
mature, professional, active, 
smgie mala. 35-45? lanash- 
gte. blade classy, exotic, edu- 
cated and open-minded 

lemate. 5V. 32. Race not an 

ssuo. *3156 

FAIR-HAIRED 

Sum. Angta-ltaRan female, 32. 
hvmq m the Putney area, would 
enjoy {he company, d a wa»- 
mannered male, erf a srinttar 
age. lor a long-term happy rata- 


TWO’S COMPANY 
Are you 6V. fair, me<Svn buQd. 
fun-loving, independent, sol- 
vent NIS. 35-40T Then this fair 
female, 33, 5*1'. would Hka to 


SEEKING A FRIEND 
Chinese femafe. 33, studying to 
UK, enjoys music, reading. 
Titovs and travel, seeks profes- 
sional, honest, educated, tan, 
slim, white male. 34-40. with 
good taste, NfS. for frieffitfifo. 

London area. *3159 

GORGEOUS CELLIST 
Intelligent, sfro female. 35. 
seeks warm, communicative, 
professional mate, to share cul- 
tural pursuits, country walks, 
interesting conversation. NW 

araa. *3168 

LADY SEEKS 
ROMAN CATHOLIC... 

..or strayed WC genttoman. 
lot possible romance. My Inter- 
ests: music, poetry, caning ouL 
walks, nature, theatre, cinema, 
home Me. Are you a genuine, 
kind, loving soul, 26-48? South 

Was! area. *3160 

CHRtSTlAN FEMALE 
Professional. Christian lemate. 
30s. enjoys theatre, music, 
swimming, seeks Christian 
male. 3045. GSOH. N/S, tar 
fun and friendship. London 
area. W31S7 _ 


GREAT MMDS THMKALUCe 
Outgoing, independent, opti- 
mistic female, 38. enjoys ire 
muste, travel. witty reparted, 
seeks male. 40-45, w«h stater 
interests, tar toendsfep/reia- 
tionsMp. NW Manchester. 

*3121 

SOUL MATE JtEOUmED 
Lovely, asm. attractive, profes- 
sional lady, occasional smoker, 
looking tar tore, seeks emotfoo- 
afly aware, professional male. 
44-54. Hertfordshire area. 
*3176 

FEMININE GRADUATE 
Executive, styfash, atm. aa/ac- 
thfe. very affectionate and sin- 
cere t ornate, young 40s. lores 
music and the arts, seeks male, 
42*50, sffleuttve/prufessonat, 
with stmtor quaSues, tar perma* 
nem. happy relati ons hip. Fytde 

coast area. *3118 

SURREY LADY 
Attractive. sBm. ft ferrate. 45. 
seeks rock dlmbing compan- 
ion, for occasional outings. 
England/Wales, good looks, 
haem pence appreciated too. 

SIMPLY THE BEST 
Creative, humane, black lady, 
enjoys travel, laughter, current 
attain, eyeing, cinema, cook- 
ing. seeks lun-tovmg. bright, 
creative, black/ mixed race 
mate, 38-48. with tndMtdusUty 
and warmth. London area. 

*3151 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Independent, educated lady, 
enjoys travel, keep ft. enema, 
countryside, seeks kind, gen- 
uine. professional mate. 50-60. 
tor friendship. possUy more. 
S urrey area. 7T3l6g 

ARE YOU THE ONE? 
Vegetarian lemate. 40-some- 
thing, interests tactuda madsa- 
Uon, classical music, health 
issues, seeks vegetarian 
tacflned mate, d srmiar age. 
*3142 

BIRMINGHAM AREA 
Warm, creative, energetic 
lemate, 51, loves ihe arts, tile 
and people, enjoys dandng. 
walking, good conversation, 
seeks sensitive, unconvention- 
al, young at heart male. 
TT.T1S3 

GRADUATE WOMAN... 
...seeks man who ram embers, 
The Beaties. The Eagle. The 
Appfeyaitfes. He’s proteasfcxv 
ai. solvent, grammar school 
educated, tree to enter whole- 
hearted serious reiallonshfe. 
UKrfsagtttarius would do. She 
b lovely, funny and serious too. 
TT3125 


ALL THE USUAL 
Active, butXrfy. fa. funny, enthu- 
siastic. cha in li ng lady, 40, 
seating male. Hhaferer age. 
tor??? Can to Ibid out more. 






■ tt ?k*» reur o— >1foieiB 
__ PrcKtidf btS Eat fSS on.- 

0800 216 31? 

ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 
Warm, compastanaie, canng, 
W-Hngual. sum female, 30a, 
educated to degree level, 
enjoys poetry, embradery. cre- 
ative wilting, seeking attractive, 
warm, sincere, romantic, pro- 
fessional mole. 35-45. for 
Friendship, possibly more. 

1T2966 

STOP! LOOK NO FURTHER 
Attractive, successful female, 
btonde/biue. seeks tafl. dark, 
handsome, professional male, 
32-40. with a dynamic person- 
ality. GSOH, for company and 
fun nights out. Call me now 3nd 
break the ice. Bristol area. 

*2926 

SOUTH SOMERSET 
Good-looking, intelligent lady, 
39, with positive ffte attitude, 
seeks strong, fearless, honest, 
N/S man, 3549. Please be 
handsome, please be kind, 

pteaao call 1 *2959 

STRIKING WOMAN 
TaB lemate. fete 30s, long dark 
hair, seeks faff, strong, attrac- 
tive mate, for cherishing and a 
pursuit of interests: perhaps 
food 8 wine. Kent/SE. YT2936 
SPIRITUALITY A SOCIALISM 
Blonde, attractive female 
English graduate, late 30s, who 
laves books and poUUcs, seeks 

S inline, witty mete, who 
lies the same interests and 
others. London/Herte area. 


woaooanfr 


NORTHERN CELT 
Sflm, attractive female. 40s, 
dark hair, pate ofcfn. green 
eyes, seeks WaBgent. good- 
looking male, to share Interests 
hi art/ctoema. travel. wasting, 
drinking, eating. London beseo, 

*2930 

SEEKING A FRIEND 
Divorced, slim, attractive uni- 
versity teacher & sngufet, 43. 
5" 5", from West Yorkshire, laves 
culture, conversation, laughter, 
flms, walking, most sports, 
peace, beauty and ten, seeks 
male, 35-50, N/S. with timfe 
rnterestafoadwround. *2960 
PEOPLE PERSON 
Very outgoing female, 46, 
medium build, ST. Bros swim- 
ming, eating out/ln, dancing, 
socialising, music, theatre, 
good things In Bfe. seeks male. 
38-50. mwtiumftange buttrL with 
good personality, for frtend- 


CAN YOU VALUE ME? 

1 am a confident and sincere, 
sophisticated, yet down-to- 
earth. attracts*. 40-SQmetfttag 
female, looking for a valued 
mate. NW Umdon/Cambridge. 

gang 

STAR IN THE MGHT SKY 
A happy: Inte re sting woman, 
wishes to meet a man. 47-52- 
fm educated, professional, 
dim. have wide horizons: active 
lifestyle. You wB be almtar and 
have Iwinkftng eyes loo. South 
Wales. 02872 

C0T5WOLD CUTHE 
independent entifey. caring 
woman. 51, seeks suitifer male, 
soul mate, tar tan/lauqlUer/ 
smsfHng the roses. Oxtav ds W re 

Based. TT2917 

TALL BLONDE... 
...fovea tire arts, town & coun- 
try. zan, salkng, travel, jazz and 
gfemouc seeks romance with 
warm, wftty mate, up to 62. 

London. IKBg 

MUSICAL PARTNER 
Creative. muslcaL mum tamaia 
divorcee, lives In delightful 
country cottage, enpys music, 
theatre, gantoting. seeks intel- 
ligent soul mate. 45-65. tar last- 
irra retatkxistita. Cambridge 

area, 

RURAL GLOUCS & MOBILE 
Warm, responsive lemate. 
SQIsh, seeks sotvart. energetic, 
svnffar mate, connected to her 
tenrry bone, and maybe with a 
wtid streak to balance his 


EXETER PROFESSIONAL 
Dark-haired, sBm, srtkariate. 
independent, educated female. 
55. 5YT, many WterosS, Incted- 
ing travel, radio, cinema, ffura- 
twe. seeks Hke-m taded mate 

oom oan lon. W29B4 

WTELUGafT 
MAN REQUIRED 
Cheerful, outgoing, reasonably 
presentable lady. 61. bT. 
GSOH, N/S, enjoys history, 
reading. Mends, seeks p ro tes- 
Gtanai, reasonably presentable 
male, 58*-. 6T, for frianOstilp. 
passfote relalfonshta. I g2982 
MAKE ME LAUGH 
Mftrm. attmcbva, sfkn. easygo- 
ing, London lady, enjoys most 
ttwigs In Me. seeks conhdenL 
fnendfy, ta« man. 50-60. for ten, 
friendship, maybe more. 

IT 39 12 

COMPAMONSHIPI 
Good-humoured, loving, kind, 
peaceful and understanding 
female, seeks male, 70-80. any 
nationally, tar friendship, possi- 
ble relationship. London area. 

02931 

ONE IN A MILLION 
Professional, stylish, black 
female, 5*1(T. with GSOH. 
seeks spontaneous mate. 33- 
39. N/S. tar fun and romance. 
1T2945 


fCj hoy soy it happens when yon 
m ■ hMtsf expect if* Or should I s ay where 
U you least expect it. Who'd hove thought placing 
..^a persona! ad would lead to something like this, i was 
l looking to meet o few nice people. But then there was 

8 Ben. Wbw! Funny, cute, and so sweet Now we're nof 
talking marriage here. Well, not just 

jsj> To place your own FREE personal od, col) 

! ] 0800 216318 

I For FRg Irre asitstanca from o \4xca Personals* rep r esen tati ve 
| aJ Monda/'Frkioy 9am-8pm. 

•M . THE INDEPENDENT 

I Voice personals 

Voice Personals* appears in Tlie tndependent each Saturday 
and in The Independent on Sunday 


Both the advert and foe caB to pteoa tea adrertisemenr are free, havovor advertisers am baled mspp per mtimt 
Tba advarttoer Is Etrongty onoouraged to record a voice meeting prior to pitateUlon. 

U you respond to an advertiser who has not recorded a voice greeting, you wta sill have the oppoitantty to 


mlnutB termesB^B retrieval. 


leave a massage. 


SUSSEX LADY 
SKm. attractive widow, 59. 
many interests, 5*8", smart 
a ppearance, seeks nice-look- 
ing mala, 55-70, for frtend- 


SENSE OF FUN? 

S8m. IntefQgem female, 25, 
blonde, green eyes, loves ai 
sport theatre ana soe tea stn g. 
seeks attractive, professional 
mate. 24-35. wtth a sense of 
adventure. London area. 


SEEKING SOULMATE 
Attractive. Irish female. 27. 58*. 
enjoys laughter, fun. music and 
a bit of a cftaOangfi, seeks 
male, wtth character, to share 
Bftfa up3 and downs. 1T2955 
FIERY BRUNETTE 
Attractive. InteiBgenf female. 
29. a fl ate eccentric, very lov- 
ing. adores animats, music, 
countryside, esoteric arts, hav- 
ing ten. seeks protective, 
humorous, inteflgent weK-tared 
male. 35-42. to watch the stare. 


SINGLE LADY 

Young lady, 29, errfoys music, 
candied dinners and wine, 
seeks romantic, attractive 
male, tar friendship. Lancs 


CHESHIRE LADY 
Articulate, attractive, enjoys 
waiting, taking, theatre, music, 
dining, seeks sfogfe. sane, sol- 
vent sociable mate. 35+ . Could 


BE MY LIBRARY 
Female. 31 . ikes music, books, 
anema, seeks Oxford-educat- 
ed, soctapfe. sincere, honest 
mate. 30436, should possess- 
GSOH. for friendship and rsta- 
ttanshfe. Durtiam/London area. 

tT397B 

FANCY A CHALL0IGE? 
Outgoing. inteUgenL genuine, 
fun-lovtng female. 34, S ‘6*. 
enjoys archeology, museums, 
dubs, pubs, enjoys Be » tt» 
tea. seeks tafl. attractive. tatelB- 
gem mole, GSOH, with onto 
interests, for friendship. pas»- 
bfa relaaonshte. 7T2934 
BUBBLY W BRISTOL 
Dark-skinned female. GSOH, 
enjoys travefling, sport, theatre, 
country pubs, seeks gentle- 
man, 45-65, lor friendship and 
maybe romance. P2708 


PARTNER FOR LIFE! 
Sffm, attractive, divorced, 
African lady. 35, GSOH. wtth 
one son. varied Interests, seeks 
genutne, Mnd, honest roman- 
tic, family kwtng. profeaston- 
sf/bustaessman. 40+, for long- 
term commitmenL No tkne- 
wasiera please. London area. 
TT2958 

GORGEOUS CELUST 
fntetifgent. slim female. 35. 
seels warm, communicative, 
profe s stanel male, to share cul- 
teral pursuits, country walks, 
brfaraatlng conversation. NW 

area. J2916 

GOOSEBERRY! 
independer* mtaflgsnt, attrac- 
tive, witty. IhoughtteL sporty. 
unMchy lemate. 33, 5'6". seeks 
athfetic. rntsOgant. profasstorv 
el. Interesting & humorous, 
honourable male, 30-40teh. 
5'11"+, maecurma not nean- 
derthal. tar friendship Hist 
West Sussex baaed. "B2B74 
SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Very attractive, slim, affection- 
ate. Rvety, professional, 
divorced lady, mkf-30s, STT. no 
children. N/S. GSOH, likes 
countryside, walking, restau- 
rants. ctaema. hr, seeks teller, 
professional gent, un der 45. 
E-Lancs/N. Yorks area. tf292S 
SEEKING WONOStFULMAN 
Petite, affectionate a caring, 
professional female, youig 36. 
seeks handsome, intelligent 
male, 35-45, tor companlon- 


RBJHEAO ROMANCE 
Sflm. ft aubum-holreO female. 
45. Interested h the arts, ttre- 
atre/dnemefoaiteL started rock 
ctimblng. Can anyone help? 
Seekfog affectionate, outgoing, 
adventurous male, tor friend- 
ship and romance. 1T2755 
SEE10NG 

SOUEOIC SPECIAL 
Affecttanaie, tall. non-British, 
divorced, beautiful, fit lady, 
anfoyfog own suxeastef busf- 
neea and lovely cosy home. Is 
Stm searching tor you; ft. 
attractive, strong and sensitive 
male. 42-48, over 6V. VZ71B 


ARTISTIC Bi 
SOUTH OXFORDSMRE 
YouttrtuL Bttractive. loving, pro- 
leastonoJ musician. mid-40s, 
with Merary. mesttfoai, sterm- 
Uvb leantags and much more, 
seeks simitar. sBm, senettve 
mate, for whatever the future 
mavhokL «Z746 


MEN 
SEEKING 
WOMEN 


WEST KENT 
Literate. Oidar. left-wring, artist 
designer, very busy todoore, 
and out In the woods planting, 
tefflng, tagging, prefers 
womans company, espaOaJy 
those with dark hak/eyes. 
preferably N/S. for a reteKed. 


ALTERNATIVE L AMOUR? 
Kind, fit, easygoing, afiractivei 
profe s sional, raan mole. 38. 
ff, enjoys teughfng, yoga, after- 
rwtrva therapy, theafra. travel, 
seeks sUmrinadtem-buft warm 
female, any nationafty. tor 
romance. LondtxVSE area. 
B317S 

M OR OUT OF LONDON 
Tati. sflm. wel travelled, roman- 
tic mate, recently returned horn 
abroad, looking for fim-toving 
but kind lemale compantan, 25- 
38. io enjoy good times togetfe 
ar. W31B4 

LETS GET TOGETHBI 
Professtanaly educated male, 
60s. N/S. ft likes music, walk- 
ing, gardening, world travel, 
seeks female. N/S, 50+ , tor 
Sharing and caring relationship. 
Herefordshire based. trai46 
POETIC KNIGHT — 

„in tarnished armour. 2S. cooks 
mean toorma, passion for vritly 
conversation & pizza, seeks 
pretty, tntettgem. damsels in 
distress, tor friendship, lun. 
conversation and good times. 

YJ3126 

SEEKMG SPORTY FEMALE 
Male, early 20s. seeks sincere, 
attractive lemele, to share good 
tones and Wa wrth. ff3!35 


tones and ffla wftfr. g3f35 
2 WHEELS SHORT? 
Warm, genuine, professional 
male graduate. 28, enjoys 
eyeing, vrefeng. c netting and 
eating out seeks amfter 
lenvale. 20^5, tar rektitanahip. 
Leeds area. U3112 


MERSEYSIDE AREA 
fe male, 35, mooerateiy 
Igent GSOH. N/S, enjoys 
riling, eating out seeks 


simlar tody, tor menttefftteals- 

ttorisfto- tW153 

MS} LANDS MAN 
Sincere, toyaf, romartft hte/l- 
gent. good-tooklng, wftty male. 
28. ft enfoys theatre, (fining 
out, wwKng. anema. conversa- 
tion. seeks stouter femafe, no 
ties, tar lun. friandshtarieiation- 
ehto. Wtfl traveL tT3166 
TOP OF T>C RANGE 
warm, engaging, easygoing, 
successful. Aston mate, enjoys 
good wine, energetic sporta. 
tiraotre and real tires, seeks 
InteSgent compereon to com- 
plefe Ihe picture, race not 
important, personality toipor- 
tanL Yf311a 

SmONG 

BROWN-EYES GIRL 
Nearly 30-somethtng. Cetifo- 
bom male, chunky sbt-taatar. 
seeks northern lass, 25-35. tar 
tong, meandering evenings <rf 
aXsobd, with mad mornings to 
follow. MereeysiddNW 

Enotand. gJUB 

ATTRACTIVE ASIAN GUY 
WeU-buUt & attractive. Aston 
mate. 29. S’ft. wtth VGSOH, 
Hires socaSstng, music, ctee- 
ma. alternative therapy, seeks 
caring female, any nationatoy, 
for lifeiufehlp/refattanshlp. 

1T3141 

SHOWteG 
A RESTAURANT? 

Tan. sflm. professional mete, 
30. wttfi s pie of Arena maga- 
zines. seeks Marie Claire read- 
ing female. London area. Must 
be Inteligettirfndependent and 
have a sense ot fun. TT3171 
DARE YOU! 

Energetic, flvsfy male. 31, 6V. 
stm. N/S, GSOH. seeks glam- 
orous. lemtnlne. elegant 
female. 35-45, seneB of tun. tor 


YOUNG AT HEART MALE 
Mate. 31. enjoys music, arts, 
sports, travel, seeks profes- 
sional lady, lor tan and 
romance. S.E. London/Kent 

ana. Tt3t*0 . 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Mate. 32. looking to break 
sound banter, working to the 
city. Hiring In Brighton. Fun-taw- 
ing female, apply here. 18-30- 

■0*3138 


THIS GOOD MAN — 

_ tent hard to find, tones 
humorous, totelfigartt, artfeu- 
hte. romanfe nfiedhiD, cre- 
ative. gmfie mavMck, ft dark/ 
btaa, trig-heart, seeks (emale, 
wflh pesston for art beauty. arL 
tum, ideas, lautfter. Inftnaey. 
Ytetehirearw. -g3l44 _ 

AStOMG THE WOSSBLE 
Romantic, humorous, weethre 
male, 33, variety of tnieresta. 
seeks what seems to ba impos- 
sible. eop h te tic a t ad. quality 
lady; w&h varied IntBrosta, pres- 
ence and GSOH, to share beto 
ofBa.\brtBtfreaiBtt. g3149 
MEET ME IN 
THE GRESi GLEN 
Mato actor. 34. seeks sincere 
terraria, any a g a / na tfon a tty. tar 
longterm wteBanshfr. London 

area. 1T3158 

OH MO! rrs CURLY WATTSI 
Funny, tataUgenL Gitereftt. stn- 
gta father, 3*. seeks women. 
27-36, tor tova end big northern 
vowel exchange. S Yotks/N 

Dertrvstrfre. naiBO 

WEEKEND MALE 
Mate. 34, seeks famate. for tun. 
friendship, teugmec KCdfends 
ares. M carte answered. 

YT3136 _ 

CAWIG AND COMMITTED 
Professional male. 30s. ElOT. 
erfeys eyeing, walking, (ho- 
lography. resting, seeks pro- 
JesslonaL atoeare lemate, sflrt- 
ter age, tor days cutferartngs 
In. Cambs area. tT3128 
DtSfLLUSIONBJ MALE 
I BUD haven't found what I’m 
toostog tar. Ttoli, sflm. affection- 
aa. loyal mate, GSOH. N/S. 
aearUitog tor the fight of my Mb. 
sflm lemate. 23<j3(teh), for that 


BOHEMIAN BtOLOGIST 
Shy. seresttve. vary attractive, 
sophisticated, country boy. 
young 36. 5'T1", Mo love, 
affection, wfrta. walks, travel, 
yoga, tanguagea, seeks tafeh, 
IrRefBgenL Independent, 
si rerV acorpio, 25-40. any 
aree/country. Oxford based. 
03119 

HANTS, S.GLOCS. 

WILTS AREA 

Bright caring, attractive. sSght- 
ly unconventional male, mld- 
30e. wttle toteresL toctadtog tin 
arts. trevoL ettmuiaiing conver- 
sation, music, books, tong 
wafts, fireside chess, seeks 
happy, attractive, gorgeous 
female, for mutual growth. 
HT3131 

OUTDOORSY MALE 
ReUabfe. aofvant, honest. 
Sporty male. 37. stim build, 
fftas nspiHig, countryside, 
health, envir o nmenta l Issues, 
exploring new places, seeks 
ferrate, N/S, ntth StoMar fnter- 
mJs. for tan and (rienttehta. 
tT3154 

CAMBnDGE MALE 
TaS. professional, Aston chap. 
38. seeks etagaft tataffigem 
chapese. 28-35. for fun. travel 
and wfld times. Any area/ 


PI9CEAN 

8CE K S SOUL MATE 
Meraayaafe male. 38. seeks 
soul mate, to share good times. 
Not exactly a pta-up, but 
ch a rming, nitty and tats morel 
Go on. cortact me. you have 
notfeng to lose, except your 

santtyl g3I50 

MY NAME S ROBERT 
Single male. 39. 5*4*. brown/ 
Uua. Interests inckrde. theatre, 
drama. sodaDstog, conversa- 
tion. seeks lady, 30-40, for 
friendship, with a view to 

ro manc e. g3127 

OXFORD MALE 
Happy, slim, tactile, creative, 
mature mate student 39. 5'HF. 
GSOH, N®, own carfflat loves 
ccurtoydde, art, music, fteatre. 
mysteries of foe wortd. seeks 
romantic, caring female. 
London/Horra Counties area. 

■03117 

CHESHIRE MALE 
Attractive, professional, sin- 
cere. indan male 39. 5'IOT. 
enjoys outdoors, reading, travel 
seeks anractive. profes»maj. 
geetie, caring female. 90s. tor 
genulna, lasting refetionshlp. 
P3183 


OTHSHMALE^ 

"wgt COUPfTHYMAlJE . 

SlfMS’SSSS^ 

5SSS? 

Similar irfewa .tot testing 
relationship. YW 1S 

SPO mSMAN . 

NtefttecMiiftiSSyg 

Easygoing male. 43. Eil .N^ft 
^^^GSOHtav»tt» 

N Norfolk coasL sport, 

oood food. Bne ate, graal cor- 

to^riwrtW^atetionsWp. pos- 

strfv mgre-tt3184 

NON-MATERIALIST 

poor, 3 shared Mds. F4 . 44. 
edovs talking, smoking, orm*- 

a&bin eating, verted music, 
SS^ronSnra- S Ybrtishlre 

area. ^3172 

CALLING 

SOUTHEAST LADY 
Professional mate. Ma e ««: 
door ecthnttes. travel . — M* 
female, for companionship/ 

Monrwhln. TT3162 

SOLO IN THE W1RRAL 

■feJ, black mate musician seeks 

sflm, white /emale. 28-36. 

who Is geniane and sinwrBjtor 

Iriendship. possfoie retatlon- 

shta. TOg 

RAHONALTTY 
AN ADVANTAGE 
Emotional depth desirable. 
Interests In dancing essential, 
good looks the Icing. 
Aoadefliic/busIftBSsm&n, 40s. 
$T, seeks female. 38-43. to 
Bva wtth. Can teach. 1T3173 _ 
SOMETHING 
WILD IN SUSSEX 
Clever, funny, warm mete 
writer, seeks Impulsive, fartaa- 
Dfe famate. tote-30srinrd-«0s. 
lor halcyon days and wfld 

nights. 1T31 79 _ 

ESSEX-BASED TEACHER 
Honours graduate widower. 50. 
from Essex, no chMan. enjoys 
languages, a* sports, cunenl 
affairs, tilings French, disco 
dancing, literature, animate, 
reading, seeks tall, good-took- 
tan. totettlgenL very sporty 
lemate. GSOH. 35-5S. -ggi lS 
MAKE ME SMILE 
Sony, no FerrarVyacht. but 
VGSOH and house-trained, 
likes music. Theatre, foreign 
travel, seeks female, with seme 
Interests. 30-40. must have 
GSOH. N/S. Bath area. 

1T3174 

UNDERSTANDING 
Responsible, bright, inspiring 
male. 53, unconditionally 
empowering others to positively 
Improve this world, geeks sort- 
ed. free, independent lemate, 
happy on foot, boat or porsefte. 

*73114 


pmfessfon^ 

ra/AlJC ALLOWS 

ProtosflSST 

humorouA^ jnstro- 

letoher.n«^^ ttwalie , 
ments, tw»* 

ctaema-. tamgte. for 


SUfSanrtty 

with and 

HlfiLlMlIAN 

SSassa.’ss 

rton* TT2 92I 

sh^mfaBonsWp. South Coast 

IT 2909 

lOSTANDFOUND 

Mate actor. 

lemate. any BpafttationatoY 
long-term relationship. London- 

•g2»»9 

"STARriNG AGAIN 

Male 35, bet most Wends due 

lor friendship ^d-tiutiever the 

hjure holds. «-29S3 

“TOAreOFBADHAW^! 
Sflm. caring, kind. 
mate. 35. smokar. good eyes. 
GSOH. info sport- 
music, cooking. ^ ahs r ^SH 
attractive temala. GSOH 
essential, lor Iriendship/rela- 

ao ntoiip. t>2970 

HARRISON FORD 

Outgoing. 

maie.35.5Tr.ei^oysa™™- 
tncarre. rearing. trav eL mt»ta. 
eMks attractive. intelkgenL ain- 
gta female. 29-35. with srm.lar 
Interests, lor ftfendsh^ref- 
1 iwi«i area. g29i4 

_ GENUINE AND CARING 
Easygoing, tall, sflm male grad- 
uate. 35. likes restuarants, 
bars. London fife, seeks down- 
to-earth. attractive female. 

32. H/S. for Wandshfo. Wtssfole 

refehooshfe. W2990 


MEN 
SEEKING 
MEN 


MYSTERIOUS MALE? 
Male seeks mate, for romantic 
evenings and maybe tang-term 
relattanshfo. Intrigued call to 
learn more 1 Middlesex. 

YT3120 

LONDON MALE 
Ambitious. 33. 6 sturdy bt*J. 
ex-wild rover, enjoys varied 
Interests, sports, travel, happi- 
ness, saeta mature male. 3Q+. 
friend for Hfe. Appreciate 


ADVENTUROUS 
UNCS MALE 

Gay male. 40s. new to South 
Lines area, seeks tateUrgem, 
humorous, independent-mind- 
ed. gay male, for evenings, pub 
crawls, history days on). 
*3137 


JUST FRIENDS 


SALISBURY 

ARTISTS 

Artist, seeks other artiste. 20s- 
40s, N/S. tor ireeresting times. 


UNUSUAL 

ACTIVITIES 

Lively female, enjoys formal 
danemg. pubs, dubs, serous 
theatre/cinema, seeks mala/ 
female Mends, around 35-45. 
for stimulating conversation, 
social sing A unusual pastimes 
activities, such as boxing 


NEW IN LONDON 

tndepenrfenL fen. easygoing, 
open-minded. Belgian lemate. 
34. loves travel, discovery, ram, 
music, good food A wine, pub- 
bmg A dubbing, seeks surrttar 
maia/lemale. tor friendship. 

*2735 

THE WORLD ON A BUDGET 
Mate. 18. seeks mate/femate 
travelling companion, lor 6- 
montfi round-the-world trip, 
encompassing India, SE As*a_ 
Australia A USA. also trekking 
to Neoal/Tibet. *2977 
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, . i ^ ’ Profiles 

S I Rl L S/ 1 " " Club Magazine 

altogether MORE FUN Information Pack 

Sirius, for ihe intelligent, articulate 
and n- e / / educated, providing personal 
i tt ter v i e n- s a // d , of c o u r s e , c o m p i etc 
d i s c v c t i o n at all t i m e s . 

J o i it n o n' a n d c l a i m . . . 

jkil 00 £zee f/vute call*. ! 

0800 l 5 i 4 a 2 iVoV 

or write to FREEPOST 305 London EC 1 B 1 SY 


JOIN CINELINK 

Socialise around 
Cinema/Arts events in 
central London 

Tel: 0181 800 4822 

or send SAE to 
138 Lordship Road 
London N16 OQL 


FOR HTWHXKmOHS 


RSVP: 0300-174484 

m m i a 



Professional Londoners 
ennch their social lives 
by meeting others 
through a diverse range 
of social / cultural 
events. Cad Breakaway 
(ages 23-43) 0l8t 891 
2169 or Kaleidoscope 
(37+) on 0181 997 8684 

Kd^lcjscope 


ATTACHED? 
SEEKING ROMANCE? 


PhatK David now on 
0181 062 MOB liar our new 
full colour infomnuna pad- 
Lavidf Links s the UK’-. 
IrkThQkN NfinJaicr dumf 
rooum with FREE 
CONSULTATION anl 
HELWJNE (a mn an taenben. 
Naiivonk * Discreet * EtTmenl 


A new exclusive concept for 
meeting tingle. Wee minded 
people over J inner In 0 
friendly, relaxed atmosphere. 
Trbpeoac ar (n 

01926 641716 <24hr>i 


ATTACHED? 

Yet need a Mend 
Subscribe now tor an 
frrformattvB newsfetfar 
P.O. Box 337, Edgwara, 
Middx. HAS 7EN. 

Teh 01 81 905 3304 
or 0181 958 9657 

ADDITIONS 

No computers used. A 
personal professional and 
c o nfi de ntia l consultation 
service avafiairfe on request 

Additions 

Est 7992 

as featured on BBC Ratfla 

(TV and Amertcan Tetevwan. 


THERE'S 

MAGIC 

IN 

‘ONXECTING! 


| GAY MEN 3 

S Form tong term re/arionships g 
* through 

Significant 
Others 

the Introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
0171 499 5939 



S2 , s 

»4 Cdebatejo«lifc.liwllww«d J»l 
oak tm taedJ cwiwcliwB wifii 


K WVWWWv v v 


JJotzlerayqwiJ 

|i G®D 


S? CONNECTIONS S 



^ 01865377417 g 

|4 .IfenauLan^aaliUfiitf 
Hj wrelwlBRitaafcroiii naan in 
h OXKttJSMRE, BUCKS BDUS, 7 

{3 OQSWlLTSi win, easrot - 

ft? F5. Nr or <!»««■ 
jj Hfi^oonjwIrSlUrtrffccr ^ 
JJ iwitartt re 

U DUBLIN AMD SPAIN L| 


TVVVVJ 

ir.nrVr^J 


CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and all our S® 
other advertisers every 
success and happiness for HfHB 
the future. _ 

independent hearts 


Chat Lines 


Cald 

o o 



iNSTiNT CONNECTIONS 24NHS 

45 WOMEN 
-on line- 

0891708057 


Sslillll lllEj 


* GAY? BI? OR - 
JUST CURIOUS? 

^GKPLOPEf 
U roL-a 

_,?■) SECRET |, V ^ 

gj^DisaEstlgy^ag 



Any advertisements 
carrying 
Box No l:—. 
please send replies to: 
The Independent, 
19th Floor, 

I Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, 
London E!4 SDL 


Charities 


Htfv rby al Novenftef in? zt la V 
*® ta< fte GRANT to US of a 




PUMP PARTNERS. National dat- 
ing agency, If you are plump or 
prefer npkirnp partner rto g 01352 
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Gas Unlimited (above, and bottom photograph) speeds towards the shore after break- 
ing the national liquid propane record at an average speed of 96.34 mph 




Four world powerboat records and four 
national records were broken or set dur- 
ing the annual Powerboat Record At- 
tempts Week on Windermere. 

The highlight of the week was the 
achievement of Jim Noone, 39, a Win- 
dermere Motor Boat Club member 
from Leeds, who fulfilled his ambition 
to become the fastest man on Winder- 
mere. He raced over the lake in his 
hydroplane “Miss Windermere VT at 








PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
DAVID ASHDOWN 


II 


14552mph to break the 14-year-old 
lake record of !44.16mph. In doing so 
he also broke the world record for Class 
R racing inboards of over 700cc, which 
had been set only this summer at 
132.76mph. 

• Copies of these photographs - and any 
others by The Independent 's sports pho- 
tographers David Ashdown, Peter Jay 
and Robert HaDam -can be ordered by 
telephoning 0171-293-2534. 
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While speed march™* on 1* late 

them at the flying kilometre, an easier |ob than being a helper (beiowj or sorting \ 
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1 was obviously keen not to hear the score in advance. And we needed some cat food 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON NOT 
KNOWING 
THE SCORE 


Life, as any major sportsman 
will tell you - probably more 
than once - is all about 
challenges. 

(Why does life have to be 
“all about" in sporting par- 
lance? Why can it never be 
“parity about", or “sometimes 
about"? I don't know, but 
there it is.) 

All about challenges. No 
pain, no gain. If you don’t go 
for it, you'll only be left 
wondering. 

Now you may not describe 
a five-minute walk up the road 
on a Saturday night as a chal- 
lenge, but these things are all 
about - if I may use that term 
- the circumstances. And the 
circumstances of my seeming- 
ly straightforward stroll were 
these. 

It was the night of Eng- 
land's decisive World Cup 


match in Italy. As a non-sub- 
scriber to Sky, I was dependent 

Upon ITV’s later scre ening of 
the match. I was obviously 
keen not to hear die score in 
advance. And we needed some 
cat food. 

like footballers who sud- 
denly lose all co-ordination 
when returning the ball for an 
opponents’ free-kick, our two 
cats become clumsy when 

hungry. At least, it seems that 
way. 

Wherever you turn, there 
they are, tripping over your 
feeL Or swishing things off the 
table with their tails. Or weav- 
ing in front of you as if they 
were dodging bullets, ears 
back, inhibiting your every 
stride with, supernatural 
precision. 

At Such times - again, liVp 
footballers in opponents-bave- 


a-free-kick mode - they also 
shout a lot Hie brown female 
one produces a bat-squeak 
that pierces dean through to 
die inner ear. In footballing 
parlance, It is all done with the 
minimum of backlift - she 
hardly seems to open her 
mouth. 

The grey, male one creates 
a woeful, wailing sound that 
forms a crescendo of pain 
before dying away into a 
parched cry. Again. And again 
And again. 

I have worked on strategies 
to deal with this situation. 
Repeated use of the phrase "In 
a minute!”, with the variant “I 
said Tn a minute!'" has some- 
times succeeded in checking 
the row. But not for long. 

• Fish fingers - it doesn’t 
matter what make — c an he 
effectively deployed as a stop- 


gap, even though the noise ris- 
es to barely survivable levels as 
it is being dished out But this 
method is ineffective iL as was 
the case on the Saturday in 
question, you have no fish 
fingers. 

You can, of course dedde 
simply to ignore all the fuss. 
Settle down on the sofa, con- 
sult the TV schedules if the cat 
wilL kindly get off the newspa- 
per - thankyomomudb - turn 
up the volume to counteract the 
yelling of the cat Cats. Shoo 
them away. Relax, relax for 
Christ’s sake. Ignore the 
rushing sound in the next room 
which possibly isn’t the grey one 
having a revenge piss in the 
bubble wrap you need to use to 
send your niece her birthday 
present But probably is... 

This method has also been 
demonstrated to be ineffective. 


There is only one reliable 
solution to noisy, bothersome, 
hungry cats, and that is to feed 
them double-quick. If you 
draft go for it, I thought, you’ll 
rally be left wqodedqg bow long 
you can stand it 

Thus it was that I put on my 
coat and set out into a rainy 
evening fraught with potential 
danger. Some youths- a news- 
paper tens for young people 
enjoying themselves - were 
making their way down the hill 
on tbe opposite ride of the 
road, dearly between pubs. 

That noisiness. V&s it per- 
haps a good sign? Or bad they 
been drowning their sorrows? 
Had their last pub had Sky? 
What if they started chanting 
the score? Rowdily, but 
incondusiveiy, they passed. 

1 walked on briskly, avoid- 
ing looking at tbe houses on 


either side whose lit windows 
might disclose a domestic 
tableaux of scarf-waving cele- 
brations or abandoned gnet. 

A car accelerated extrava- 
gantly as it turned into the road- 
Please don’t give a victory 
beep. Thank you. No victory 

beep^^ ihey looked like 

victory beep people- 

Whs that a bad sign? 

I didn’t hang around once 
I got into tbe shop. Selecting 
the cuisine of choice, I re- 
alised I had the place to myself 
apart from one woman shop- 
per who was asking the man- 
ager’s wife about beer. 

I paid for the cat food. 
pflsh - no hanging about for 
the credit card to clear. The 
manager was a friendly soul, 
but I could not risk conversa- 
tion now. “Thanks. Good 


the woman to P 

the manager 

” «“ ne lhc rep ‘ y 
•he Jtautumfl air and the nch, 

[XV Clean away- St» l *“• 

!jke that film -® hatwas i t? - . 

^of the Hiteboock films, was^ 
U? "<1 don't siippo* yf-ntai™ 

what happened tn die foot- 
Knii** the woman askeu. 

“Yeah," said the manager. 
“Ii was CHL wasn’t it?" 

“Yeah,” came ^ ^ 
from the back of tbe store. 

The shop door swung to 

behind me. 



Head table: Snooker is said to be in decline but there were only a few empty seats at the Bournemouth Grand Prix in the International Centre yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Snooker back in the pink after suffering from success 


In the Eighties snooker 
drew audiences that 
defied gravity. They are 
nearer to earth now, but 
is that a symptom of a 
terminal illness, or a 
sport finding a more 
realistic level? Guy Hodgson 
attempts to find out. 

To paraphrase Charles Dickens, 
it was the best and worst of 
limes. The day snooker kept up 
18.5 million people beyond 
midnight to watch Dennis 
Taylor defeat Steve Davis 
marked an apogee. Great, 
except that the sport still suffers 
for iL 

“Maybe il was the worst 
thing that happened to the 
game ."Terry Griffiths, the 1979 
world champion, said. “It 


created a level that no sport 
could maintain. Now we get 
10m and people say it’s a 
decline. II ’s not. That’s a 
massive figure." 

Snooker and decline. The 
words have been in close 
proximity in print so often you 
half expected to turn up to the 
Bournemouth International 
Centre this week to find the 
sport wrapped in bandages. It 
is yesterday's game, you bear. 
Like bear baiting or real tennis, 
it was popular once but it has 
had its day. 

Where are the personalities? 
Where are the sponsors? Why 
are there empty seats in the 
auditoriums? Surely a sport 
must be on its last legs if Jeffrey 
Archer has had to be taken on 
board? 

Well, no actually. Nobody 
would expect people whose 
living depends on it to 


pronounce the body dead pre- 
maturely, but the strength of 
their arguments are persua- 
sive. Snooker is not as popular 
as it was in the mid-Eighties, 
they agree, but nothing could 
expect to be. The Davis-Taylor 
final created a false peak, com- 
pare the normal highs of J2m 
on the finals around 1985 and 
you gel a truer picture 

“We have suffered for our 
own success," Rex Williams, the 
chairman of the game's gov- 
erning body, the World Profes- 
sional Billiards and Snooker 
Association, said. "Most sports 
would be overjoyed if they 
could get tbe sort of television 
figures we get They are tremen- 
dous ratings. Someone decided 
snooker was on the decline 
and it stuck. It’s not true." 

Willi ams was around when 
snooker was down to four 
professionals and in serious 


jeopardy. Even as recently as 
1975, the world championsiups 
had to go to Australia in pursuit 
of a sponsor. 

"It's not at the same height 
as it was 10 years ago," Ray Ed- 
monds, the BBC commentator, 
said, "but if you compare it to 
where it was 20 years ago we 
are talking dizzy heights. All 
sports have suffered a drop in 
viewing figures but snooker 
has held up well." 

Transmissions from the 
Grand Prix at Bournemouth 
were attracting more than two 
million viewers last week in the 
ratings graveyard of mid- 
afternoon, which may not sound 
much but it comfortably betters 
Test cricket. The final of the 
Benson and Hedges Masters be- 
tween Steve Davis and Ronnie 
O’Sullivan earlier this year had 
10 million tuning in. something 
outdone by the Grand National 


and the FA Cup final but by 
little else. 

"I would say, comparatively, 
that figure is more impressive 
than the 185m of 1 985," Bruce 
Beckett, tbe media relations 
manager for the WPBSA, said 
“Then there were only four 
channels, there was no satellite 
TV and little or no cable. Now 
there are so many competing 
attractions, there’s a lot of 
people looking for a slice of the 
same pie." 

What about sponsors? The 
tournament at Bournemouth 
had no backing while the British 
Open in Plymouth next April 
will also go ahead without a 
corporate name in front of its 
title unless someone can be 
found in the interim. 

Insiders put that down to the 
squabbling and lack of organi- 
sation in the WPBSA. The 
sport was fine while backers 


were queueing up, but once the 
corporate climate changed and 
sponsors had to be chased the 
governing bocty was not up to 
it. Golf, which has a much 
stronger structure, and has a 
comparable number of events, 
has also had problems. 

“The first thing l did was get 
rid of the marketing depart- 
ment," Williams, who was 
elected chairman in April after 
a 10-year gap, said, "because I 
wasn’t sure what they did. Wc 
need a strong base to attract 
people into the game. I think the 
foundations are being built." 

As for a perceived lack of 
personalities, success has had its 
drawbacks. The teens who have 
swamped the game were the 
first generation to see wali-to- 
wall snooker on TV and the first 
to have ready access to snooker 
dubs. 

Edmonds says the characters 


will come with age. “Sieve Davis 
at Zl didn’t have much person- 
ality,” he said. “Jimmy While 
would only say yes, no, three 
bags full at that age. It’s unfair 
to criticise the youngsters now. 
How many young kids at 18 or 
19 have a vivid personality?" 

Griffiths concurs. “In 1979 
I was the young lad who had 
come from nowhere." he said. 
“Young lad? I was 30. Now 
players reach their peak at 22. 
Steve Davis and Dennis Taylor 
can'i go on forever, there has 
to be new faces. Every sport has 
youngsters coming through but 
only snooker is condemned 
for it. 

“Take Matthew Stevens - 
who is in today’s semi-final - I've 
known him since he was eit»ht 
when his moLhcr asked me to 
come down to meet him. That 
boy was in at the start of the 
boom on TV and since thai dav 


has done nothing but play 
snooker. At 20 he’s played more 
already than I did throughout 
my career. To me it s a healthy 
sign, because the younger the 
role models arc, the more kids 
will be attracted into the sport." 

The future, according to 
Griffiths, is bright. “Last week 
they were talking about how 
interest in athletics has 
declined. At it’s peak, they said, 
it was getting 10m viewers. ® 
it s peak! We’re attracting that 
year in year out. 

“The BBC. Sky, you know 
what they're like. They wouldn’t 
plough money into the game un- 
less they knew they would get 
the viewers. Snooker’s very, 
very healthy." 

To paraphrase another 
author, reports of its death 
seem premature. 

Bournemouth report 
and results, page 21 


Irwin pumps millions into his pension plan as golf's fabulous fifties cash in 


In most sports, turning 
SO means the end of the 
road as a well rewarded 
competitor, but golf's 
senior citizens simply 
switch course to even 
greater riches, 

Tim Cover reports on 
the golden twilight zone 
of the the silver-haired 
brigade. 


Old golfers never get a bad lie. 
nor do they lose their balls. 
They simply carry on swinging, 

heading not for tbe sunset but 
the untold riches at the end of 
the rainbow. 

Last week Hale (and 
hearty) Irwin won the Ka?na- 
pali Classic in Hawaii. It 7 is 
mnthvictotyoftheye; e 
US Seniors tour, equa . : > 
record set by Peter 1 . ., :n 

in 1985. The comparisons 
there. Thomson would have 
been lucky to earn *200,000. 

Irwin's prize in Hawaii was 
$127500 (£SQJX)0), taking his to- 
tal to $2,131364 (£13m). the 
most money any player has ever 
earned on any tour in one year. 

“Would it be greedy to ask 
for one more?" Irwin said. 
The best round, a 66, was 
scored by Bob Duval. Over in 
Florida, his son David was 
winning on the US tour. For- 


get the pipe and slippers - 
there has never been a better 
pension plan. 

The bespectacled Irwin be- 
came eligible for senior service 
when he turned 50 two years 
ago. It was like presenting him 
with a gold key to Fort Knox. 
Prior to this season he had al- 
ready won nearly $2m on the 
golden oldies’ circuit and pri- 
or to that had won nearly $6m 
on the regular tour. 

Irwin, of course, is a class act 
He won the US Open Champi- 
onship on three occasions, in 
1974, 1979 and 1990. He also 
won the World Match PJay 
Championship, when it meant 
something, in 1974 and 1975, 
and had a tremendous record in 
the Ryder Cup. In five appear- 
ances he was on the winning side 
five times although he was 
damned lucky in the cliffhang- 
er at Kctwaft Island sixyeais ago. 


This was the ballistic war on 
the shore which went down to 
the last putt on the last green 
in tbe last match, involving Ir- 
win and Bernhard Longer. De- 
spite a badly hooked drive at 
the last into the crowd, Irwin’s 
ball somehow found its way 
hack on to the fairway. He took 
five, but Langer missed that in- 
famous five footer that would 
have won him a point, tied the 
scores and retained the cup for 
Europe. Irwin, whose half 
point secured a US victory by 
14 and a half - 13 and a half, 
was then 46 and he said he was 
so nervous he could hardly 
draw breath. 

No such problems with the 
Seniors tour. Many of the 
events are played not over 
four rounds but three; often 
there is no half-way cut and the 
courses are considerably short- 
er than those on the regular 


tour. Tbe players have time, not 
only to smell the flowers but to 
cultivate them. For somebody 
like I.win it must seem like a 
walk on the mild side. 

Compared with the mature 
US Seniors tour, which had the 
unique pulling power of the 
likes of Arnold Palmer, Gaiy 
Player and Lee Trevino, the Eu- 
ropean equivalent is in its in- 
fancy, but is growing steadity. 
While Irwin was winning num- 
ber nine. Tommy Horton was 
winning his sixth of the season. 

This 56-year-old Royal Jer- 
sey professional shot 68 in the 
final round for a three-stroke 
victory over Jose Maria 
Canizares in the Senior Tour- 
nament of Champions at the 
Buckinghamshire dub near 
Denham. 

It earned him £20,000 for a 
total of £158.427. not quite in 
Irwin s super tax league, but a 


sum that many on the regular 
tour would give their milk 
teeth for. “I don’t know where 
all this is going to end," Hor- 
ton said. “But I hope I don’t 
wake up." 

When John Morgan, a West 
Kilby based pro, turned 50, he 
won six events in Europe in 
1994 and 12 months ago gained 
his card for the US, finishing 
fifth in the seniors’ tour school 
in Florida. 

A school for the over fifties'? 
It was not the bed of azaleas 
Morgan imagined it would be. 
“I was strong and I thought I 
bad a good chance of winning 
tournaments,” he said. ‘‘But I 
found that if I put in an aver- 
age performance it got me no 
higher than the top 50. To 
make the top 10 1 had to play 
exceptionally well. The depth 
of ability is tremendous. 1 f you 
arc worse than level par you ’re 


nowhere. Even players like 
Bruce Crampton and Don Jan- 
uary who are over 60, are prac- 
tising hard and working out 
They an; still very, very good 
players.” 

i.. rt « orsaD ’ who ha * won 

$300,000 in the US this season 

has the support of his wife 
Christine, who gave up her 
teaching job to work as his cad- 
die. “She doesn’t have to lug m V 

bag around. The caddies can 
rtde in carts while the players 
Hospitality is first class 

and all the players get Cadil- 
lacs with named car spaces 
“Bui I tavern say! p refer 
Europe where life - B \ ^ 
more interesting. In the Stales 

rmT n e!l ^V 0 ? elwhich «tj 

Tm , 0 . Wh, e the man, cured 
courses arc lovely to pfo VQn 

they are too perfect. Guif isnot 

meant to be played on billiard 

tables. It s a cross-country 
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Perry destined to follow in famous footsteps 




Matt Perry's first-class 
appearances still number 
less than 30, yet his 
progress towards a first 
England cap appears 
inexorable. 

Chris Hewett pins down 
Bath's elusive midfield 
prodigy on the subjects 
that really matter - 
dressing-room diatribes, 
training field torments 
and the fine art of 
making tea. 


The names trip automatically 
off the tongues of Bath sup- 
porters like lines from the 
Lord’s Prayer: Beese, Palmer, 
Horton, Barnes, Hailiday, Gus- 
cou, de GianviDe, Ca it Only the 
rarest talents are ordained into 
the Recreation Ground’s mid- 
field priesthood, perhaps the 
most exclusive sect in the broad 
church of English rugby, and it 
would be an acl of gross heresy 
to bestow such reverence on a 
mere 20-year-old fresh out of 
the professional game’s equiv- 
alent of Sunday school. 

Yet, sacrilegious though it 
may be to say so. Matthew 
~ Brendan Perry is close to se- 
™ curing his place among the 
Chosen Ones, despite the fact 
that his top-flight career has 
been in progress for rather less 
than half a season. So effort- 
lessly has he coped with the 
white-hot demands of life in 
Bath’s creative forge that the 
West Countrymen have felt 
able to treat Jeremy Guscott's 
long-term absence as one of 
life's occasional set-backs rather 
than a full-blown disaster. 

Not that Perry is remotely 
dismissive of Guscott's sublime 
talents. “The game is just so easy 
for Jerry.” he says with a slight 
shake of the bead and a mixture 
.. of bemusement and bright 
0 green envy on his face. “I hon- 
estly hope we haven’t seen the 
last of him because you don't 
come across his sort of quality 
too often in a lifetime. He pos- 
sesses pace the rest of us would . 
die for; not just the pace to 
make the important break, but 
an amazing extra gear that 
takes him away from the cover. 

I loved playing at full-back 
when he was up there in mid- 
field, making things happen in 
front of me and letting me pick 
my moment to join in the fun. 
That was dream time.” 

. An engagingly modest sort, 



Matt Perry: ‘I’m not one for shying away from a challenge, but I must admit to being very quiet indeed when I entered the dressing-room for my first senior game 1 Photograph: Peter jay 


Perry might have mentioned 
that as well as playing behind 
Guscott, he had also played 
alongside him in the centre, in- 
side him aL stand-off and out- 
side him on eitherwing. He may 
not be able to boast the great 
man's super-sleek speed across 
the ground- who can? - but he 
leaves him for dead on the ver- 
satility from. 

Will the youngster admit to 
a preference for any one of his 
many positions'? “Not really. I 
played outside-half all the way 
through school, more or less, 
and enjoyed h, but then, I’ve en- 
joyed rny runs at full-back just 
as thoroughly.” Don’t tell us. 
You enjoy playing in the centre, 
too. “Yes, of course. Very 
much." Cagey as well as self- 
deprecating, then. Not even 
the hint of a clue as to where 
he sees his long-term future. 

Like Guscott, Perry was bora 
in Bath - he is, at present, the 
only borne-town boy in the line- 


up - and started out on the rug- 
by road as an eighL-year-old 
with the Recreation Ground 
minis. His hither, Brendan, was 
himself an exceptional all-round 
sportsman who played outside- 
half for the dub in the late 1960s, 
volunteered eagerly for the eter- 
nal grind of the old amateur 
committee room and finally en- 
tered high office as president 
Needless to say, there was nev- 
er much possibility of his son 
breaking with family tradition 
and lacing up his boots else- 
where. 

' He was educated at MlDfield,. 
abnamater of Gareth Edwards, 
no less, and an outstanding 
rugby academy. His cricket was 
very nearly as good as his rug- 
by and be captained a school 
team featuring a certain Ben 
Hollioake - “Ben was such an 
exceptional player that it was 
quite a giggle telling him wbat 
to do," - but the winter game 
had the deeper bold on his am- 


bition. After A levels he decid- 
ed to send his learning curve in 
a near-perpendicular direction 
by putting his still under-de- 
veloped physique on the line in 
the South African dub arena. 

“Somehow, 1 had to finance 
my trip to Durban and the only 
job I could find was as a wait- 
er in a typical Bath lea shop. 
There I was. an England 
Schools back dropping bone chi- 
na by the hundredweight. Still, 
1 learned how to make a fine pot 
of tea. My house-mates, Char- 
lie Hanison and Andy Long, are 
eternally grateful for the time 
I spent prancing around in an 
apron.“ 

There is an element of the 
shrinkingviolet about Perry, al- 
though he emphasises that his 
sotto voo.' politeness lakes a 
distant back seat in the all-con- 
suming passion of a big match. 
“Fm not one for shying away 
from a challenge," be says, “but 
I must admit to being very qui- 


et indeed when 1 entered the 
dressing-room for my first se- 
nior game. I remember just 
silting there, staring at the floor 
and not daring to look up, let 
alone say anything. I don’t think 
anyone has ever taken so long 
to pull on a pair of socks as I 
did that day. 

"The Bath dressing-room 
has always had a reputation for 
being an edgy sort of place, a 
very cutting environment full of 
strong characters and strong 
opinions. 1 don't think it can be 
quite as aggressive as it must 
have been when the Bameses 
and Chilcotts were in there 
winding everyone up, but 
there's still a lot of tension, a 
real atmosphere. 

“It’s a tough old business in 
training, too. Andy Robinson is 
a beast of a coach. There’s no 
other word for him. I’m afraid. 
But we all know that his inten- 
sity comes from the fact that in 
his ideal world, he’d still be out 


there mixing it with the oppo- 
sition. In fact, he reminds us be- 
fore every match that we’re the 
15 lucky ones, that there are 
hundreds of people out there 
who would give anything to do 
what we're doing. 

Tm incredibly proud to be 
playing for Bath and I love the 
way all the players support 
each other totally in a match sit- 
uation. It gives you the confi- 
dence to try different things, to 
play the rugby of your imagi- 
nation. We had two games to- 
wards the end of last season that 
illustrate the point, a 40-point- 
er against Leicester and a 70- 
pointer against Gloucester. We 
just seemed to dick and the feel- 
ing was out of this world. Days 
like that make the all the sweat 
and effort worthwhile." 

There is scarcely an objective 
rugby analyst around who does 
not believe he will soon be en- 
joying worthwhile days on the 
ultimate stage at Twickenham 


as well as at the Rec. Drafted 
into the wider England squad 
by Clive Woodward, with whom 
he worked at Bath until the 
coach’s graduation to national 
colours last month. Perry may 
well be granted at least one ed- 
ucational meeting with Frank 
Bunoe, Wilier Little and the rest 
of the All Black back division 
scheduled to arrive in these is- 
lands a fortnight on Monday. 

"Awesome, aren’t they?” he 
says of the New Zealanders. Td 
love a shot at them in (me of the 
tour games, as would any young 
player with abh of ambition. It's 
against teams of their quality 
that you learn about yourself 

“Having said that. I'm in no 
hurry. Bath is everything to me 
at the moment, the roost im- 
portant thing m the world I know 
some nice things have been said 
about me but 1 don'r want to be 
put on a pedestal. These are still 
early days. As my father says, a 
career is a long time.” 


Stop-start phoney war halts momentum for Allied campaign 


Team news 

Allied Dunbar 
Premiership 

Harlequins v Sale 
Hart***®’ Ranch htemaflonatei 
Thierry Lacroix and Laurent Ca- 
bames, are again ruled exit by 
Latin Cup commitments, al- 
though ttalyfe Masskno Cuttitta 
la back In dub training from the 
same tournament and could 
start Injuries are again Hndsr- 
ing Sab coach JohnMtahBft se- 
lection plans, but scrum-half 
Karin 9s is now tit again to chal- 
lenge Richard Smith and wring 
Darid Raes has rasurod trakv 
mg Mowing a hernia operation. 

Leicester v Bath 
The Uons captain, Martin John- 
son, leads an unchanged 
Leicester side from the one 
beaten 2&6 by Ncrtiiampton last 
Saturday but pressure is mount- 
ing on Bob Dwyer's Tigers fol- 
lowing an erratic two months. 

“ nro- 

rbe- 

VfetaBTO Jon Caferd and Mgel 
Redman, who missed last Sat- 
uttayfewii over Brtaol also start 
In an experienced side. 

Tomorrow 

Bristol v Northampton 
Bristol centra anon Martin is out 

with a leg Injury so coach Alan 


Dave Tteeti into 
caaed up SteHan Jones. Hook- 
er Kevfci Dunn returns to the fray 


cause of a mouth Infection. 
Northampton have named a 
21 -man squad, wfth coach ten 
McGeechan Beefy to field (he 
side who comfortably account- 
ed for Leicester last Saturday. 

London Irish v Wasps 
London Irish* Don, Jeremy 
Davidson, misses out after kv 
Juring Ns knee against Glouces- 
ter test Sunday and now 
requires keyhole surgery. F&low 
Kshtomatanaf Gabriel ftdehar 
deputises. Guy Gregory and 
Martyn rttaod are Wasps' new 
half-back combination as n 
land pair Andy Gomarsal | 
and Alex King (knee) 
thefr recoveries from surety. 

Newcastle v Richmond 
Newcastle again start without Li- 
ons Tro Simpson and John 
Bentley, who mseed last weekb 
win at Sale. England fti-back 
Stirroson has a thigh injury but 
Benfley b among the repace- 
ments. Harter Richard Arnold re- 
turns after recovering from 
hamstring trouble * 


i miss Rfchmondfe trip north 
because of Latin Cup ccmmrt- 
merte Andy Moore oonthing as 
scrunvhan wito Robbie Hutton 
movng into the beck row. Late 
derisions are planned between 
fid-backs Matt PH and Simon 
Mason, and stand-offs Adrian 
Davies and Earl Wa. 

Saracens v Gloucester 
Unbeaten Saracens make one 
change, replacing Irish lock 
Paddy Johns with Welsh in- 
ternational Tony Copsey, In- 
ured England Harter Richard Hi 
again mssss out Gloucester's 
England squad hooker, Ptd 
Greening, is recaled at NeB 
McCarthy's expense, whfle 
Ranch knport Raphael SaH-An- 
dre has been omitted 'n favour 
of former Bath wing ftficB Uoyd 
Saint-AndreS brother, French 
captain Phttppe, is on Latin 
Cup duty. 


"S 


Just when it seemed the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership had re- 
turned to centre stage, Eng- 
land's bemused and befuddled 
top-flight cluhs are preparing to 
blow it another farewell kiss. 
This weekend’s action will usher 
in a second early-season hiatus 
for what is meant to be the jewel 
in the crown of domestic rugby, 
g, With an entire litter of fat cat 
^ investors expressing alarm at the 
cosily and continual disruption 
to their fledgling businesses, this 
latest interlude is likely to strain 
their patience to breaking point. 
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Leicester's confrontation 
with Bath before a 16.000 
Wetford Road full-house this af- 
ternoon should have been a 
seminal contest in the chase for 
the inaugural Allied Dunbar 
title. In reality, it wiH tell shed 
precious little light on the 
legitimacy of either side's cham- 
pionship ambitions because the 
stop-start premiership is 
marooned in Never Never Land. 

November may be just 
around the comer but thanks to 
the craziest fixture list in sport, 
the Allied Dunbar is still in a 


state of phoney war. Constant in- 
terruptions have not only denied 
struggling clubs the opportunity 
to offer supporters meaningful 
rugby on a weekly basis, but have 
also stripped the tournament of 
its necessary momentum. With 
European Cup and England in- 
ternational commitments taking 
precedence again the Premier- 
ship is in danger of becoming a 
phantom competition. 

The structured season? 
What a laugh. There are struc- 
tures in the Tate Gallery that 
make more sense than English 




SPORT ON THE INTERNET 


How to tune in to American college football 


Millions of Americans will 
flock to stadiums all across the 
nation this afternoon as the 
college football season enters 
its second half. The college ■ 
game is the breeding ground 
for the National Football 
League and for those who 
want to follow tomorrow’s su- 
perstars today, the next best 
thin g to having a seat on the 
40-yard line is having an In- 
ternet connection. 

The Sports Network offers 

daily college football news re- 
ports as well as schedules, 
standings and a live sroreboani 
updated continuously while 
gam es are in progress. It also 
features a dial room where ri- 
val supporters can engage in 
virtual slanging matches. 

Every week sportswriters 
and editors Vote for the best 
teams in the nation and the 
results of the Associated Press 

Top 25 are posted on the W*. 
The Nebraska Cornhuskers, 
undefeated in six games this 
season, are top of the AP poll 
as they head south to take on 
Big i2 Conference rivals 
Kansas this evening. 


Sportswriters being a no- 
toriously fickle lot. the AP 
poll is, to say the least, a high- 
ly suspect method of 
determining the national 
champion. But CNN and 
Sports Illustrated magazine 
have given the fans a chance 
to have their say on their col- 
lege football Web pages. Jn 
addition to providing com- 
prehensive news, scores, 
game summaries and moun- 
tains of statistics, the site of- 
fers fans the chance to vote 
for the CNN/SI Top 25. 

Anyone with at leasi a 
14,400 modem and the right 


ADDRESSES 

The Sports Network 
ht^MwwsPortsietwaltcom 

APTop 25 
http://aptop25.com 
CNN/SI College Football 

i.V/wwwemsironVioct- 


RealAudlo 

htto^/www.malaucSacom 
Auctioned _ 

^^AvwwaudkinetcorTT/five 

ND Fbotball 

http-yAvww ndfootbaD.com 


software can actually tune in 
to live radio broadcasts of 
dozens of games. In order to 
do so you wiD need to down- 
load RealPlayer software, 
available free from the Real 
Audio site. Then go to Au- 
dionet, where you can find 
links to live radio broadcasts 
of more than 50 different 
games each weekend. Best of 
the lot today is likely to be the 
dash between the University 
of Michigan Wolverines and 
their interstate rivals, the 
Michigan Stale Spartans, kick- 
off at 630pm UK time. 

One of the most popular 
college football teams in 
America is Notre Dame. The 
ND Football site is a good 
place to keep up with the lat- 
est developments in the quar- 
terback controversy currently 
raging in South Bend, Indi- 
ana. With a dismal record of 
two wins and five loses so far 

z2xe5 season, it appears that not 
even the Pope’s prayers will 
be enough to secure Notre 

Dame a berth in a bowl game 

next New Year's Day. 

- Roger Ridey 


rugby’s chib schedule. Leicester 
play their third premiership 
game of the season today and 
if they beat Glasgow in next 
weekend's Heineken Cup 
quarter-final play-off, they will 
□ot play their fourth until a fort- 
night before Christmas. That 
means they must sardine no 
fewer than IS games into the 
second half of the campaign. 

As Bob Dwyer, the Leicester 
coach, found to his cost last sea- 
son, a spring fixture pile-up is no 
laughing matter. The Tigers’ 
desire to maintain a title chal- 


lenge was badly undermined by 
a backlog of matches and re- 
sulted in senior players carrying 
injuries into increasingly intense 
and physical games. 

Wasps, the reigning cham- 
pions who benefited from 
Leicester’s discomfort, are 
likely to find the boot on the 
other foot this time. They too 
have played only a brace of pre- 
miership games and improved 
performances at Heineken level 
means they are likely to feel 
their own fixture squeeze come 
March and April. 


Far from offering incontro- 
vertible proof of championship 
credentials, this afternoon’s en- 
counter in Tiger territory wifi, 
ironically, shed far more light 
dive Woodward’s first England 
line-up. Unless Graham jRown- 
tree, the out-of-sorts Leicester 
loose-head prop, makes a seri- 
ous mess of Victor Ubqgu in the 
set-pieces, the Utter could re- 
turn to international duty at the 
expense of the former. What is 
more, four of the prime candi- 
dates to form England’s mid- 
field axis will be on view: Will 


Greenwood and Phil de 
GlanvUle, who need big games, 
along with Mike Catt and the 
exciting youngster, Matt Perry. 

Tbmonow’s programme 
throws up humdingers at Sara- 
cens - arrays assuming you can 
have a humdinger with 4,000 
supporters scattered around a 
22,000-seater stadium - and 
Newcastle. The Londoners, still 
deprived of the services of the 
injured Uon Richard Hill in the 
back row, take on Pete 
Glanville's buoyant Gloucester 
and will have to scrummage ex- 


tremely effectively to neutralise 
the West Country side's bullish 
new tight-head. Phil Vickery. 

The early pacesetters from 
Newcastle will fancy their 
chances against Richmond, their 
arch-rivals from last season's 
Second Division campaign. The 
visitors have yet to demonstrate 
any sort of mettle away from 
borne and with their Pumas, 
Agustin Pichot and Rolando 
Martin, on Latin Cup duty with 
Argentina, they may well be 
travelling too light for comfort 
- Chris Hewett 


A lamp-post could never have took what he took' 


Up here in the Highlands, 
where I have been for the past 
fortnight there are few pro- 
grammes you are less likely to 
see elsewhere, including on 
Grampian last weekend, that 
would gp down well in any of the 
ITV regions despite the English 
subtitles (which some people 
seem to dislike). Duim ckri&each 
(‘“Celtic fists^i traces the histo- 
ry of boxing in Scotland, Wales 
and Ireland, and a fine series it 
istoo^with a real poetry to the 
Gaelic commentary. And most 
of the interviews are in English 
so Sassenachs like roe don’t feel 
too adrift 

The programme I saw was 
largely devoted to two boxers 
whose names will always live in 
my head in the voice of Harry 
Carpenter: Whiter McGowan 
and Howard Winstone. Mc- 
Gowan was trained by his father; 
who, in bis own baring days, 
with a big family to support, 
once fought 29 times in three 
weeks. McGowan emerges as a 
crisp storyteller, describing his 
first encounter with the Italian 
Salvatore Bumini, for the Eu- 
ropean flyweight title, he said, 
“He was like a tank, he abscsbed 
everything I threw at him. A 


lamp-post could never have 
look what he took.” 

The Glaswegian lost that 
fight, but bad his revenge in 
1966 beating Bumini in Lon- 
don for the world title. “Wee 
Salvatore came over at the end 
of the fight ‘Oh you are too fast 
for me, my friend, too fast’ And 
I said “Thank Christ for that' " 

McGowan was injured run- 
ning backwards up a hill dur- 
ing roadwork. "1 felt this prang 
in my heel - my Achilles ten- 
don puffed up. Doctor, hospi- 
tal, operation. Bang. Later on, 
half-way through a fight, it 
bust again. A painful thing, too, 
so it is. Td get all my teeth 
pulled out anytime, before Td 
get a job like that done again. 
And as life went on, I began to 
get a bit slower, and there 
were guys beginning to catch me 
with straight lefts. So 1 just said 
ta-ta, while I could still Write my 
name and address. Good-bye.” 

Winstone was born in 
Merthyr Tydfil, -and The Inde- 
pendent 5 Ken Jones is enlisted 
to explain the unique character 
of the place - an “ethnic con- 
fusion” of English, rural 'Welsh, 
Geordies, Irish and Italians 
who came to the pits and the 
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steelworks. “It’s a strange place, 
Jones said “Even Welsh people 
find Merthyr strange." It was a 
proud baring town he recounts. 
‘There was a legend that boys 
were born with their fists 
clenched." 

Three times Winstone tried 

to wrest the world featherweight 
crown from the Mexican Vin- 
cente Saldivar, the third time in 
the Aztec stadium. The heat 
and beauty of Mexico amazed 
Winstone who had been bom 
and raised in the industrial 
heartland of Wales, where coal 
bought both wealth and sadness 


to people’s lives," said the Gael- 
ic voiceover. The altitude took 
its toll on Winstone: “The first 
couple of rounds I was doing all 
right By the eighth I could not 
move my legs.” 

In the 12th he was put 
down for a count of nine. “I got 
up and he started throwing 
everything at me." His trainer 
Eddie Thomas, threw in the 
towel, “i kicked the towel out, 
but the referee had stopped the 
fight. Saldivar retired that 
night and in 1968 Winstone 
took the title, beating Mit- 
sunori Seki at the Albert Hall, 
inciting riotous celebrations 
from the largely Welsh crowd. 
He was the first Welsh world 
champion for 45 years. 

I was intending only to write 
about programmes shown only 
north of the border this week, 
ami had Celtic and Rangeis not 
maintained the proud Soots 
tradition - interrupted only a 
few times over the years-of be- 
ing rubbish in Europe, 2 could 
have watched an Old Finn 
Uefa Cup tie. Instead, though, 
there was the unmitigated plea- 
sure for a Manchester United 
fan of seeing Liverpool being 
thrashed by Strasbourg. Now I 


USlially want Other English chibs 
to do well in Europe, if only be- 
cause it makes things more in- 
teresting. But not Liverpool. 

As a son of a Mancunian 
Catholic with a footballing 
raconteur for a grandmother 
(“Go on. Nan, tell me about the 
Munich disaster again”) who be- 
lieved that Matt Busby was the 
Pope’s right-hand man, I was 
only ever going to support one 
team. I could also plead special 
circumstances in that I went to 
school in Liverpool, and being 
one United fan amongst thou 
sands of Scousers has given my 
dfclflce of the AnfieJd mob a par 
ticulariy vituperative intensity. 

So by the time the third goal 
went in on TUesday, I was vir 
tually incoherent with glee 
Call me small minded. I don't 
care. “You can’t defend like 
that in Europe, it's driving me 
round the bend” said Roy 
Evans, who looks like a broken 
man (even I felt for him a lit- 
tle bit). God Bless Graeme 
Souness, that's what I say. 
Personally, I think he was on 
the take from Old Trafford. 
bribed to destroy an entire em- 
pire from within. Give the 
man a sainthood. 
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Win or lose, Schumacher 

remains a champion apar 


T 
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Michael Schumacher must finish 
ahead of Jacques VUhneuve 
tomorrow tbdindt histhird 
Formula One worid championship. 
Even if he foils, though, there is no 
doubting who is best. - . 


tha t But, as a package, be may well tuni 
out to be better. I think in some ways be s 
more rounded and complete. ■ ■ 

Schumacher's speed, car control and ta- 
sk: racmg intelligence haw^himeount- 
less races, investing him with the ability to 

. . . _ ■ J mA>tl while BC‘ 


The raw speed, of course, is a key part of t 

theequatioo. “It's easy to see,* says the for- i 
mer Formula One driver tunied ITV t 
commen tator, Martin Brunette, who was c 
Michael Schumacher’s team-mate at 1 
Benetton in 1992. “First of all Michael is 
fast Very, very fast." ■ 1 

So fest that when he first drove an FI car, .1 
the Jordan operations director, TlevorFos- 1 

ter, remenfixarstrymgtodow him down,“un- ] 
til we realised that this was his natural pace i 
he was comtd^y unfazed by hall ■ 
Then we let him have his bead. That day we 
knew he was something very special.” 

All of die past greats - such as Fangio, 
Moss, dark, Stewart, Lauda, Prostand Sen- 
na - demonstrated similar inherent pace. 
But, in common with such luminaries, the 
secrets of Schumacher’s devastating dom- 
inance of FI go much deeper. 

“like Senna and Prost and Lauda he’s 
very, very intelligent,” Brundte continues. 
“He’s got a bit of grey matter. Thirdly, he 
is supremely fit and agile. Fourthly, pressure 
is just water off a chick’s bade for him. The 
closest I think rve ever seen him to losing 
control, inside a car, is the recent Luxem- 
bomg GP at NOibuigring, going down to the 
first comer, when his brother overtook him 
and crashed across the race trade He went 
round the outside and got taken out. In the 
car it's not like him to do all that Jean Ale- 
si stuff acros&the race track. It really struck 
me. He’s usually in total control. 

“The fifth point comes down to Ins in- 
telligence. He’s able to see the big picture 
and to get the team all waking for him. Every 
mechanic, engineer, fabricator or whatev- 
er in the team can love you to pieces as a 

person, but whilst it’s pleasant it’s completely 

meaningless. But getting them all nspect- 
ing you and rowing in the same direction for 
you, that’s what he is really good at” 

Brundle likens Schumacher’s speed to 
Ayrton Senna’s, but believes that their 
make-up differs significantly. “I don’t 
think he’s naturally gifted, like Senna. Sen- 
na was gifted, absolutely on a different 
plane. There was something more to him . 
than just being a great racing dnver.'He 
was on a genius levell Michael is a groat 
racing driver, but I think he’s mentally 
much more together than Senna, particu- 
larly emotionally. I think he applies the 
drills hi»’s got in a more controlled way than 
Senna did. But I'm not sure he’s got the 
absolute born gift that Ayrton had. And I 
don’t think Michael would disagree with 


There is a ruthless streak in 

Michael Schumacher that 
many of his rivals - and even 
some of his team-mates — have 
encountered and which once 
led Damon Hill to seek clarifi- 
cation from the sport’s govern- 
ing body to discover just what 
were acceptable racing tactics 
and what were not. But, above 
alt, he is a masterful driver and 
a supreme ta cti dan, as his 
leading rival, Jacques Va- 
leneuve (right), has discovered 
to his cost this season 
photographs; Robert Hal fen (main 
picture) and Empics 
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to speed. When rivals make their stops n 
is the master at the fast lap which doses 


rnr. gap auu ouw**- — , 

on to the track after his own stop. Itstne 

brain department again*" Brundle rays. 
Then there is the selfish streak that all 


mUUELU-Uaj ttuiumv -7 . . 

well remembers the altercation m Arielajoe 
that cost him the chance of die wodd cham- 
pionship that year, as Schumacher delib- 
erately dosed the door until they corded. 
“Some of the dungs that Michael pulled 
in 1995, particularly at Spa, were difficult 
to take, which was why at the tune I sough 
a clarification from the FIA [the sport s gO''~ 
emieg body] on what tactics were deemed 
acceptable and what weren’t," HOI said. 

PROFILE BY 
DAVID TREMAYNE 
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Johnny Herbert, too. suffered as Schu- 
macher’s team-mate in 1995. “I was four 
thousandths of a second slower than him 

in first practice in Argentina, and from then 

on he suddenly started suggesting that per- 
haps we shouldn’t share our car set-up in- 
formation, and that since we both had 
things we might want to keep to ourselves, 
we should stop collaborating." From that 
moment Herbert no longer became privy 

to differences m then cars, and found Schu- 
macher demanding more and more of his 
allocated testing time, when drivers real- 
ly get to understand and develop4h eir ma- 
chineiy. There was nothing malifious in iU 
Schumacher. was simply protecting bis 

territory and using his clout to xhaintain a 
dominant position. 

Brundle prorides a counterpoint, how- 
ever. “In 1992 Michael was a bit naughty and 
used to block me a lot when we were rac- 
. mg together. But two years ago, funnily 
enough, he apologised for that Vfe were hav- 
ing dinner one night and he sakfcT can t be- 
lieve Iwasso stupid to Mock you.' More often 

rhan not I was quieter than him in a rare 
though he’dout-qualify me, so I had to pass 
Mm. And he ran me off the road in Hun- 
gary. I hit the back ofhim, and then his rear 

wing fell off I have to say 1 laughed for two 
laps. People say he’s arrogant but not many 

drivers will say that to you. It showed he’d 


am a bit more precise ana — 

others. But that is my way. What I try to^ 

is commit myself totally as a racing driver 

and then to switch offcompetely. 

The problem for his rivals u i that when 
that focus is on racing, nobody does it be l- 
t« and the balance that has come into tos 
life has only made him strainer. ^^tep- 
ney, the chief mechanic at FerT ^^!*! 
Jritb and greatly admired Senna. Michael 
is cool," he stressed. “He is very tdm- 
situations where calm is needed. Rather 
than getting all excited and dtttuibedfae 
thinks a lot more and takes it easy in those 
situations. And in a race the dnvmg 
comes naturally. The rest of the time he s 
like the Sennas and the Prosts, he s got 
more time to think about strategy. ^ _ t. 

Stepney cannot remember a time since 4? 
Schumacher began at Ferrari that be has 
lost his cool publicly. “He doesn t get over- 
excited at all. If he does, it’s behind dosed 
doors, just with the top management. He 
never loses it in front of the engineers or 
mechanics. In Japan he was very calm. He 
didn’t use all the laps he was allowed. He 
knew the car was good and he was under 
control and didn't have to do any more than 
necessary. It’s been a long time since we’ve 
seen him like that, and when be is like that 
he is at his most dangerous." 

In Spain this weekend he looks just the 
same way. 
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The road to Jerez: 

©AUSTOAUA- 10 March 
Schumacher 03 P2 - 6pts 
Villeneuve: Q1 Ret lap 0 - Opts 
The pre-season favourite, Villeneuve flat 
off to a poor start when, at the fust 
comer, Eddie Irvine hit the Canadian's 
Williams - Renault, forcing him into the 
gravel and out of the race. Schumacher, 
meanwhile, took six points with his 
I second place behind David Coulthard. 


how Schumacher and Villeneuve have chased the world championship 

A«,FiTn(HTlN.11 hihi wHUNl 


6 ARGENTINA - 13 April 0 MONACO -11 May ■ 

Schumacher 04 Ret lap 0- Opts: 8 Schumacher: 02 Pi- I0pts24 
VUIeneuve: Q1 PI - lOpts: 20 Villeneuve: Q3 Ret lap 16 - Opts: 20 
BarricheHo again turned provider for Schumacher confirmed his states as 
Villeneuve. Turning into the first the world's best driver in the wet 
comer, Schumacher piloted his lapping the hapless Vffleneuve who 
Ferrari into the back of the Brazilian's started on slicks and ended up m a 
Stewart-FOrd. Villeneuve shook off a barrier, and finishing 53sec ahead or 


©CANADA -15 June 
Schumacher Q1 PI ■ - 
Villeneuve: 02 Ret tap 2 - Opts. 30 
After a week in which he was 


stomach upset arid the attentions of 
Irvine to sequre another 10 points. 


Barrteheilo, who gave Jackie 
Stewart's team its first points 


dStaStottw snort, inirontof 

Ms home crowd ViBeneuve made an 
elementary error and spun me 
Wilfians into the barrets, leavmg 
Schumacher to sweep to victory. 


SeOTital mvSni SSStookejMtl^ctory 
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hopes until Schumacher retired wtfi 34-seco«l 
awteel-bearing problem. When Mika Briton Into JMondjftiffm 
Hakfanafs McLaren expired six laps ensued Schumacher maintained his 
out VWeneuve enjisednoma, lead, albeit a stim three- point one. 


© ITALY - 7 September 
Schumacher: 09 P6 - Ipt 67 
VBleneuve: 04 P5 - 2pts: 57 
The championship issue was 
reduced a sideshow at Monza. 
Villeneuve finished fifth, edging a 
point closer to the sixth-placed 
Schumacher, whose Ferrari, much to 
the dismay of the 115,000 crowd, 
was woefully outclassed. 


WORDS: CATUEMNE RILEY 
GRAHflC: KRISTINA FERRIS 

©LUXEMBOURG - 28 September 
Schumacher: 05 Ret tap 2 - Opts: 68 ! 

Villeneuve: 02 PI - lOpts: 77 
Raff Schumachers dive into the first 
comer resulted In him driving over 
his older brotiiers Ferrari. 

Schumacher senior limped on, but 
ns suspension was too badly broken 
to continue. The Canadian coasted 
home to move into a nine-point lead. 
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©BRAZIL -30 March 
Schumacher Q2 P5 - 2pts: Total 8 
ViBeneuve: Q1 PI - lOpts: Total 10 
It was second lime lucky for Villeneuve. . 
The Canadian got a poor start, but as » 
Rubens BarricheHo was left stranded on s 
the grid, the race Radio be restarted. 
.Schumacher took an earty lead, but was 
soon passed tv Villeneuve^ Wiffiams- 
Rerrautt, a lead he was never to 
relinquish. 


©SAN MARINO - 27 April 

Schumacher Q3 P2 - 6pts: 14 
Villeneuve: Q1 Ret lap 40 - Opts: 20 
A race notable for the maiden F1 
success of Heinz-Harald Frantzen. 
After Villeneuve^ race ended with a 
gear selection problem, Schumacher 
and his compatriot provided an 
Impressive baffle to give Germany its 
first one-two finish in a grand prix, 
justi237sec apart 


©SPAIN -25 May 

Schumacher. Q7 P4 - Sprits: 27 
Wteneuvfi: Q1 PI -10pts: 30 
The Canadian returned to the top of 
the drivers* championship wito 
victory n the most dufl race of toe 
season. VBIeuve held the advantage 

of pole going Into the fast comer, 
where he was briefly hounded by . 
Schumacher, but then pgBed away to 
head the procession. 


© FRANCE -29 June _ ^ 
Schumacher Q1 PI ■ lJK, 47 
ViBeneuve; Q4P4-^»s.3d 
Schumacheris third I vjctoryjn tar 
ra;es put lam 14 p otots d earm 
ViBeneuve. TfoGemrarfs catenated 
risk of staying on slide jres ^despftB 
raki late in toe race paWoff as 

liBSBfiaaSKSr 

firesh fourth. 
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Schumacher Q4^P2-6pts: 53 

Vllleneuve: Q9 Retfop33 - Opts: 43 
The pendiium agate swung toe 
German's way si Hockenheim, 
Schumacher finishing a contented 
second behind Gerhard Berger, 
despite lyre and gew problems. 
Vllleneuve was never in contention, 
spinning out after 33 laps when 
running fifth. 


©BELGIUM -24 August 
Schumacher 03 PI - lOpts: 66 
Villeneuve: QlP5-2pts:55 
Schumacher again proved he was 
not only the master of Spa. b ut also 
of toe weather. Despite toe torrential 
rain, he opted tor wet-dry settings 
and Intermediate tyres, iust before 
the start the sun came out and toe 
Williams, on full wet settings, were 
left floundering. 


_ AUSTRIA - 21 September 

Schumacher 09 P6 - Ipt: 68 

Villeneuve: Q1 Pi - 1 0pts: 67 

Schumacher ran foul of the 

stewards, receiving a It^second 

iwnalhi fnr mmtakinn ,, 


penally for overtaking under yellow 
toms, and re-emerged j n nlnto place 
m managed to haul himself imn 
sixth, VUIeneuve. squandered his 
pole, but worked Ms way into a 
comfortable victory from Bum place 


w Japan - 12 October 
Schumacher. 02 PI - lOnts- 7 r 

aSULUkls? 

SllftS 081 Conte| i*»us. VHleneuve 
raced under appeal, bitt his hS 

nornte wpfd 


toe standings by one point ^ 
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TENNIS: EUROCA R n OPEN 


Kiefer now people’s 
choice for new hero 


As the leading players 
jostle for places in next 
month’s ATP Tour 
Championship, a new 
generation is going 
through a blooding 
l^ocess. John Roberts f in 
Stuttgart, notes the 
progress of Nicolas 
Kiefer, hailed as the new 
Becker. 


Following Boris Becker was 
always going to be a dubious 
distinction, and Nicolas Kiefer 
has been swiftly introduced to 
one of tltt snags that go with be- 
ing Germany’s No 1 - expec- 
tation. At the moment, the 
pressure is chiefly generated by 
Kiefer’s own ambitions, but 
the demands of the crowds are 
bound to expand. 

Having received a wild card 
for the Eurocard Open by pop- 
ular acclaim - a poll of the 
readers of Bild am Sonntag - 
lifer's advance to yesterday’s 
quarter-finals coincided with 
supplanting Becker in the world 
rankings. 

Michael Stich is the onfy 
other German to achieve that 


in the 12ycare since Becker firet 
won Wimbledon at the age of 
17. Stich, for all his success, was 

destined to trail in Becker’s 
shadow, a role which suited the 
conservative northerner. 

The 20-year-old Kiefer 
bears a passing resemblance to 
Andre Agassi and has a certain 
swagger, but is far from the fin- 
ished personality his gift for the 
game is likely to mould as his 
ranking rises from No 34. 

This week he eliminated 
Greg Rusedski in the second 
round and beat off two match 
points in defeating the Dutch- 
man Paul Haarhuis, recovering 
from 2-5 in the third set, helped 
Ity the enthusiasm of the spec- 
tators and some questionable 
line calls. 

Shortly before Kiefer re- 
turned to the court to play Swe- 
den’s Jonas Bjorkman for a 
place in the semi-finals yester- 
day. Kiefer’s name cropped up 
during a press conference con- 
cerning next month’s ATP Tour 
Championship in Hannover. 

It was pointed out that 
Kiefer is from Sievershausen. 
near Hannover, and Anreas 
Lampersbach, the spokesman 
for Hannover’s Expo 2.000, 
suggested that it was not 


impossible for Kiefer to qual- 
ify for the Tour finale, “if he 
manages to win the Stuttgart 
tournament and maybe the 
one in Paris and the one in 
Moscow." 

This particular example of 
the type of hyperbole Kiefer can 
expect foundered at the first 
hurdle. Bjorkman defeated 
Kiefer, 6-4, 6-2, bolste ring his 
own prospects of qualifying 
for the elite eight in Hannover. . 

Weary, perhaps, from his 
earlier efforts, Kiefer faded 
badly towards the end of a 
match which was punctuated by 
nine service breaks. Bjorkman, 
so impressive in Thursday’s 
third round victory against Tim 
Henman, was less erratic than 
his opponent, whose stream of 
unforced errors in the closing 
games incurred some whistles 
of derision. 

As with Rusedski and Hen- 
man, Kiefer has a rival for na- 
tional prestige, in his case the 
19-year-oJd Tommy Haas, a 
finalist in Lyon last week and 
defeated by Henman in the first 
round here. 

Petr Korda, who is capable 
of disrupting the dreams of 
leading players from ffeie Sam- 
pas down, defeated Marcelo 



Petr Korda returns the ball to Marcelo Rios during his 
victory in the quarter-finals yesterday Photograph; AP 


Rios. 6-3, 6-4 to put a severe 
deni in the Chilean’s prospects 
for Hannover. 

The surface for tbe ATP 
Championship will be a 
medium-pace hard court, sim- 
ilar to the United Stales Open, 
in place of the customary car- 
pet. Udo Ri glewski, the tour- 
nament director, explained 
that tbe change had been made 
following a survey of former 


participants. “The majority 
favoured a slower surface," 
Riglewski said. “An obvious ad- 
vantage is that the crowd can 
hope to see more interesting 
rallies." 

# Next week’s fans Open in- 
door tournament lost four 
more players yesterday when 
Goran Ivanisevic, Andrei 
Medvedev. Albert Costa and 
Karel Kucera withdrew. 


CRICKET 


carries his bat and South Africa 


Henry BlofekJ 

reports from Faisaiabad 
South Africa 239 
Pakistan 41-2 


high drama of this series 
atinues. After winning the toss 
in the third and final Test match. 
South Africa decided to bat on 
a pitch which had a patchy cov- 
ering of grass and went into 
lunch in complete disarray at 99 
for 7. Afterwards. Gary Kirsten 
and Pat Syrocox took their re- 
markable eighth-wicket stand to 
124 and, finally, two Pakistan 
wickets in the evening has left 
things evenly poised. 

Kirsten, lucky to survive an 
Ibw appeal playing no stroke 3t 


Whsim Akram when he was 
two, went on to become only the 
fourth South African ever to car- 
ry his batthrough a Test innings. 
His 100 not out was not without 
its own drama either as all the 
television and radio scorers bad 
him on 99 not out although the 
scoreboard showed a hundred. 
There was an inexplicable dis- 
pute over a leg bye. 

The most extraordinary mo- 
ment in another exceptional 
day s cricket came when Symcox, 
who started his first-class career 
as a batsman, was 56. Mushtaq 
Ahmed bowled. him a flipper, 
which flicked the inside edge of 
the bat and went between the 
top of tbe middle and off sumps 
without removing the bails. Af- 
ter much bewildered discussion 


and endless television replays, 
Symcox continued his innings. 

All this after Mustataq and 
Vfasim had not been prevented 
from bowling between 10 and 
20 deliveries on the match 
pitch the evening before the 
game began. They were ap- 
parently watched by the secre- 
tary and also a member of the 
Pakistan Board of Control and 
by the head groundsman, who 
had earlier prevented Bob 
Woolmer, the South African . 
coach, from bouncing a ball be- 
hind the bowling crease. 

Although there is no law 
specifically preventing this- af- 
ter this, there soon will be - it 
is a time honoured rule that no 
player may use the pitch until 
the first ball has been bowled. 


The United Cricket Board of 
South Africa has made a com- 
plaint, and Ran j an Madugalle, 
the Sri Lankan match referee, 
has referred it all to Lord’s. 

In spite of the grounds- 
man's promise to the contrary, 
the pitch was mown again, late 
on Thursday, but there was 
enough grass to make Wasim 
and Waqar Younis very dan- 
gerous in the first hour. They 
took two wickets each bowling 
a testing off-stump line. Mush- 
taq then took the next three. 

After lunch, Pakistan were 
held up as Symcox produced 
strokes not usually associated 
with a No 9 and reached his 
highest score. Kirsten fought on 
to the end, facing 208 balls and 
hitting 15 fours. 


South AMcs Mon toss 
SOUTH AFRICA - Rnft toning* 

A M Bacher c sub b Waskn 1 

Q Ksstan not out .............. OO 

B M UdMan c sU> b - — 2 

D J CUhtn bw b Waosr — 0 

■WJ Crania bwbVitaqar 5 

S M Rotodt c Asm* Sated b Mushtaq S 

tt) J RichaidBon c Saqlabi b IhnMaq _8 

L Kkeenarcfazb Ifcohtaq « 

P l Symcox b Waam_. 81 

AADonAd clAartaq bWntoi 2 

P R Adams tfw b Aster... 1 

Extras (b4 U3 nb5) 12 

Hal 238 

F4t1-£2n3-B4-30S-*0&64 746&222 
9-23Q 

Bawl no: iMutn Akram 16-642-4 (nbl); 
Wtosr youth D-106-2 (nog; htotfitaq Ah- 
mai 22-3-81 -3; Aztmr Matmood TW-2-3S-1 
tnfcfi}; Saqtei Mushtaq T>-237-a 
PAKISTAN - Ftot tailings 

Al Nsqvi b Donald — _____ — tl 

•Saaad Anwar b* b Podock. — 3 

|82 Ahmad not out .6 

tasnaiTMj-Haq not out — _..12 

Extras — ... — — 0 

lets! (tor 2 ) *1 

Fait 1-10 2- XL 

7b bat Aar* SoteL tMc*i Khan. tttofcn 
Akram. VtaqorWuta AzterMahmood UUth- 
taq Ahmad. Satfan Mushtaq. 

Bowing (io data): Donald 61-26-1; Pofcx* 
62-tt-l; Actere 2-1-i-ft Symexw 1-i-O-Cl 


■ RUGBY league 

; Castleford 
pick up pair 
I for nothing 

: Castleford have signed two 

■ players made homeless by the 
cohapse of their dubs. Cas,who 

J avoided relegation from Super 
: League this year, have taken 
: Francis Maloney, whose Old- 
: bam dub are in liquidation after 
! themselves going down, and 
: Barrie-Jon Mather from the 
j Perth Reds in Australia. 

Tbe Reds have been killed 
.' off by Super League, leaving 
= Mather as a free agent The 
j former England centre inter- 

■ ested the London Broncos and 
: his old dob, Wigan. 

Maloney, a stand-off, has be- 
! come the latest player to leave 
Oldham amid the continuing 
. doubts over their future. 

The Rugby League’s board 
: of directors was discussing yes- 
terday evening whether it will 
i be possible for Oldham to field 
. a side next season. Maloney is 
: the latest in a series of players 
j to find new dubs without trans- 
; fer fees following Oldham’s 
: failure to pay them. 

Salford, who have already 
signed one scrum-half in Old- 
’ ham's Martin Crompton, have 

• added another by recruiting 
: London’s Josh White, also 
; without a fee. 

Tommy Martyn has told St 
; Helens be wants to leave. The 
. stand-off who has not played 
: since injuring his knee in May, 
says that he was promised an 
upgrading of his contract after 
: Saints’ victory at Wembley, but 

• that nothing has been done. 

The Wigan winger Jason 
: Robinson will be added to 
. Great Britain’s squad for the 
: opening Tbst against Australia 
on Monday after the negotia- 
: dons over his release from a 
contract with the Australian 
Rugby League are completed 
| over tbe weekend. 

Wigan and the ARL have 
; agreed a deal in principle, but 
the mechanics of repaying 
money he has received from the 
ARL remain to be finalised. 

The Great Britain coach, 
Andy Goodway, intends to re- 
duce his squad to 18 for the Tfest 
on 1 November. His two injury 
doubts are the Leeds stand-off 
Iestyn Harris who has a sore 
back and the St Helens hook- 
er Keiron Cunningham who is 
recovering from a hernia op- 
eration. 

- Dave Hadfteid 


AILING: WHITBREAD ROUND-THE-WORLD RACE 


4 

Skipper Dickson laments costly two minutes for Toshiba 


With Mark Fischer bringing 
Chessie Racing into Cape Ibwn 
overnight, Chris Dickson's 
Toshiba beating Ross Field’s 
America’s Challenge in for 
breakfast and Guanar Krantz's 
Swedish Match arriving for 
evening cocktails, onfy two 
yachts were still at sea yester- 
day on the first leg of the Whit- 
bread Race. 


TWo minutes of perverse 
winds off Portugal cost Toshi- 
ba, the race favourite, two days, 
according to Dickson. He was 
referring to a time just four days 
into the leg when the boats to 
the west of him tacked away and 
out into tbe Atlantic while he 
was trapped to the east. 

A tired and considerably 
thinner crew had still battled 


hard all the way. “It’s a bad re- 
sult, but not a disaster," Dick- 
son, who finished sixth, said. 

Toshiba will have 12 crew on 
board for the second leg to Fre- 
mantle which starts on 8 No- 
vember. Held will also increase 
his muscle power by one and 
will also have to find a re- 
placement for bis son, Camp- 
bell, who needs further 


treatment on tbe remains of his 
amputated finger. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
(Tbst tog. 7,350 mtes, So uthamp ton to 
Capo town): 1 Language (S«e) P Co- 
wjd29cte«i6lr5Amlnh5OTc;2MaritCtjp 
(Monaco) G Dolton; 3 Innovation Kwemar 
(Nor) K Rostad: 4 Sit Cut (GB) L Smith: 5 
ChassJa Racing (US) M Ftochar 6 Tb*rt» 
(US) C Dickson; 7 Amencab Ctafenge (US) 
R Feid; 8 Swaifah Match (Swe) GKrantz. 
SOT to finish: 9 S 7 Educator (Sw 1C Gt* 

too 292 ntes to go; 10 Brunei Sunergy 
(Netti) H BcuscfaitB 587. 

— Stuart Alexander 


qUOTES O F THE WEEK 

• ‘My bacfcfe OK. Iris my hair nm worried about' Gerry Francis, the 
Tottarham manager, has more important things on his rrind 

• “The problem with fans fas that they apply praesue which forces you to 
]ki seme atter kiat who 's going to run the team mots than thBpro- 
□ral yaj already hare ri place, rite Spixs chairman, Alan Sugw. 

• The FA fe Bw Madame Tussaucfs. WeteU oir people to keep them 
moving so we can tefl them apart from the dunrnies," Alan Sugar at 
the Oxford Union. 

• ‘Tm shocked. In al my 28 years In football l haw never seen such a 
bad team perfbrrnanca" Kenny Dalglish after Newcasttete 4-1 defeat 
at Leeds. 

• Its the same old story and Its drfvhg ma roind the band 1 " Boy Evens, 
the Liverpool manager after his teamferurfaSort n the Ueta Cip against 
Strasbourg. 

• T donrt beleve evi should triumph and he was an evl man" Chefeea 
chairmen, Ken Bates fondly recaEs Matthew Hanfng. his farmer vica- 
chalrmarx who tfed a year ago fa a heicopter crash. 


SPORTING DIGEST 




MQilQ..Rf.syLTS 

NEWBURY 

2 . 10 : 1 . VICTORY TEAM (RStucftens) 
1M; 2.2m 8-1 |t tar; 3. Drift WbH 8-1 Jf 
lav, A. Sdaaor Ridge 20-1 23 raiv V*, 

(G Bafcfrig. FySekfl. Tot*: CtZflO; £2.70 Cim 
won da). Dual Forecast: 2Z7BO- CSF: 

**240? WWrktflAP& (T Qtinn) 10-1 ; 
Z Jsmw 7-» far: 3. Eltortiy Park 11 

rwi. Nk. sh-hcL (Lord Nintogdon, 
stay) ibtK eizao; Cato. coo. moo. OF: 
£1200- CSF: E2S41 Tricast £40321. to: 
£4440 

3.10: 1. LA-EAAH (R Us) 0-1; Z. Serw 
aory «-i; 3. Victory Nota W. 8 ran. 7-4 
tw Duck Itow w 1^ l (B Hfc. L«*oum) 

TtatK £800; tn.on, C93n , E20Q. DF: £H3Q 
CSF: £7B2& 

3v40: 1. MY BEST VALENTINE fft 
Cochran^ «-i; 2. Bravo Edge MM: * 
^widsCa 8-1; 4. Double Action 5-1 fw. 

term. iVs •!>. (V Soane. Aston ftowantf. 

iw £800; EZO. EftCKX SZ20. CU0.0F: 

teasa CSF: £»4Ba THcast: ES7132. Trio: 
S37BJU 

Oft 1. CONSPICUOUS (A wy) 25-1 ; 
2. -top Jam 12-1; 3. Sharp Consul »2 *w; 

4. Bubhla Wnos 9-1 21 ran. het 2 AJ-G 

CottreL CuBoraptoriL Tote: £8450; OSO. 

CZAO. £150, £2.70 DF: £33250 CSF: 

C2B2S7. Tricast £20005 1Ho:£20«0 
44ft 1. MOWELGA (Decten OSw^ 
tt-l; 2. Ricardo 10 M 0 ; X Mary CuBSCtt 

14 ran. fl-tJtev Shadann ftthj. shfrW 2Vt 

(Lsdy Harries, lAttehampton). faW £1190: 
£250 CMU £1770 DF:^ £2000 CSF: 04S32. 

•gio: B4BQ0; 9t4flfl0 cTtodlarv Bidy Pen- 

casar 446 today. Non Rutmen Prwa, San 
pentara. Swpontera (3-1) withdrawn; wa 
4 apples to bosd prices only doABf 2Sp 
in the £. 

5-10:1. MGTTER RAABO 20- 

T: 2. FtoCq fi-Otar; 3. Uptttog 1S2. » 

ran. r*, Vfc (B MeWiaa Lamboum). 

ES220; £OKl£ua £290 DF: EOEDO CSF: 

01236 life: £«73Q 

Jackpot: hot won; £2322609* carried tor^ 
ward to Donc a ster today 
Maeepotr £36820 Quadpot EBSJSO 

Ptaoa ft £53372 Place 5: £16434 

DONCASTER 

25ft i. zxm ffW BJtoryf £M; Z. Le- 

ad Lunch 16-1; a. KBcuflan 9-1 12 ran. 

\ 2-1 tav Joint Roflert Bth) 2 1 ’/•- (Saeed bin 

Suroor. N o w mai fcaQ. Tote: £210; £120 

£380 £270 DF: eeaja CSF: £3353. Dio: 

££330 

23ft t.»U»n > YG4MBtiCLni«B} 7-V. 

2 . Davia Ro«* B-t: 3. CaudMo 22 ran. 

4-1 tor Plan For Profit Wh). ’/*. 'h. (J Beny, 

CocfcarftonO Tqte £S00;nt5Q £290 OSO 

DF: Earn CSF- £5786 Trio: £12140 
35ft 1. MERCILESS (J Cam*) H-2; 2. 

SftarRtnpaody£-1 tor; a. PutoraS-t 18 

ran. iVi. 3Vr. {Oaoad bin Suroor, Nawmar- 


luA "fate: CD20; £330 £176 £1Sa DF: 
CV45a CSF: £15.76 Dio: £86Q 

35ft1.JAWAH(CUwtheOO-1:2.SL 
tencatn Oowt25-1:3-AB On 14-1:4. Cam- 
paspo 10-1 18 ran. 100-30 tor Moon 
Cotaiy (BThlV-,2 (K Mahcfi, New mnri aeO. 
Ttrte: CGJO; £226 £360, £23Q,£2B0 DF: 
£32770 CSF: £231* Tricast £32602 Trio: 
£M84ft £3628 carried fonwid to Ooncater 
445 today. 

4.0ft 1. PANAMA HOUSE {3 fcfftod) 
20-1; 2 Dutch Lad 11-4 tor; 2 Wlnaa 13- 
2 1 4 ran. •/., 3-A. <T EastortM Maton). Tbtes 
£2150; £340, £150 £220 DF; £8300 CSF: 
£6436 Tricast £39657. IHk £0940 
4JJ0: 1. AMERICAN WHISPER fC 
Lowtfwj 12 - 1 ; 2. Secret Ballot 4-T far, 3. 
Mght MBraga 9T ; 4. Zoom Up 8-l IS ran. 
3. 4 (P Harris, BerMtamatod) TWa: £tt30; 

CWO, £240 DP: £3370 CSF; 
ES256 Tricast £43252 NR: Madrenw. Dto: 
£11250 

&00; 1- COLWAY RJTZ (P Fessay) W- 
1; 2 Legend of Aragon 20-1; 3. King Uno 
4-1 tor; 4. Fancy A Fbrtona 20-1 22 ran. 

1'A ’*■ |J Wtate RWanont^Tbte: £1830; 

£340 £5.70 £170 £730 DF: £26540 CSF: 

£30756 Tricast £1*4456 Trio: £28660 

Ptacepot £39750 Quwfaot.£439Q 

Pteca 6: £22142 Ptaca 5: £9406 
FAKENHAM 

2JKt 1. HJGHLY REPUTABLE (R ftn- 

woodV) 4-1 : 2. Rad LigM ti- 2: 3. SyWan 

Sabra D4.91W. 3-1 tor DiDalDaly. SWirt 
1 »A (S Bnsvsry) Tbta: £650; £21R £W 
£250 DF: £1250 CSF: £2*67. Tricast 
ETT142 Wo: £®77ft KSt: Scorehed Ait 
JL3D: 1. ITS UnBEUEVABLE (M EUinfi) 

7-2; Z. Cw« Henry tt-5; 6 Joker 4adc B-t 

4 ran. S4 tor Oh So Handy 3£. P 
Bedes) TbtK ESXX DF: DUW. CSF: £606 

jfft Nswhal Prince 

H 1. PEACE LORD (J F TMey) B-T3 
tera.HWVandHawa33-i;XSprinB&«- 
rise 7-2 5 ran. 6 21 |Mr»P 
£150; £140 E7M. DF: £3330 CSF: £1426 
3L5R L NOBLE TOM (AMa^7-4tec 
2. SBghriy Special 10-T. 3. HMtonl 
25-19 ran. 'h. 2. (P Ecdto). ^ £|2D; 
£to won £350 DF: £840 CSF: £1826 
tricast £30H7. TOo: EM04O 

MOrl-fiaSTYCAYpThcntori)**^ 
2 saw Secret H-4; 3. Ueifwood 3-1 7 

£n- & a (Mrs v WwdJ. Tbte: £200; £M0 

£250 DF: £250 CSF: £367. 

45ft 1- MANOR MIEO (A P 

2 aatrt Boy 2-1: 6 KWOteO-i 3 mu 

ri-« tor Saxon Mast (M). 

aanub TMft £540; £190 £130 DF: £SBO 

CS ^!‘ LAREDO (C Scujd^ 

HtoaH call 5-2: 3- 10081*8 Vasa 84 tar. 

JSS. r Ghana* TW* £300; 

? 1 S!'ffiiaDF:«»CSF:£64a 
pfeMjwt £18940 Ouadpet ifflOO 
Plaoe ft £823*- Ptaca ft £43.72- 


Badminton 


B4QLANDV CHMA (Motet Munw Hototand 

Ca**y Club. Srtno): Mtodi 4 ofB: T Wood- 


vma lost id pi 


8 Hardtfear (oar t» Lu Zriona & Huong NBfiyan 

B--6 3-«; U Oorwstte Iasi to 4 8- 

15 w-17; J Andaraon 3 1 Sdhan tost to Oanq 

to S Vtoig WW 13--E. B-a C Hun I 

SHardAari03(tD2luFan9&nifagyani5- 
8 S-B B-a. England 0 ChKa 6 

Baseball 

WORLD SERES: Ctevetand Mara 7 Ftorta 
lte*»0«WfclMd£asr<*«BWrjsenBs3?L 

Boxing 

Mexican Jufio Cesar Chavez, whose 
World Brsdng Councfi ight-weiter- 
weight title fight against compatriot 
M^juel Angef Gonzalez was post- 
poned urns January after his injured 
his toft eSxw in mining, has under- 
gone sugary on the Yqury. 

Lennox Lewis coiid defend his WBC 

heavywefaht title against Americans 

James 'Buster* 1 Dougjas or Lou 
Savarese, the Brtfeh champlcrfe man- 

ager. Ftar* Malcnsy ameunesd yas- 
jarJay. Douglas and Savarese are 

being bred up as possibte chat- 

tengos for a 2f February dsfenca in 

Las Vegps if Lewis cannot getauri- 
ficafion nght against the winner of foe 

8 November Evancfer Hatyfteld- 

Mchasl Moorer bout 

AMA3S1R WWLD CHMIPIONSHPS (Bo- 

ctopesO SuKMs (onptsouarS rnndkot 

2nyna onlaas atoic 
iterate (OirttxO 

apcw (ft«) « B Da 

Cricket 

Hugh Morris is the new technical d- 
rector of foe England and Vtetes Crick- 
et Board. Morris, 34, played for 
Glamoigwi far 17 seasons and was 

captafa of England^ Ateam on three 
overseas tours, 

TOUR MATCH (Cairns, Ana) TMrd te 
tour. New Zealand « PP 00 ®*®*"!?" 
tor 4 fSRtsninpSno): CXeaslend 571 tor 9 
dec (fitoe an rat hub 


SI 4-t1:ECMfln 4 


Football 

AFRICAN CUP-WINNERS' CUP SaraMItef. 
■aoaid tog (Usnaoura, Eg): Manmra (Eg) 
4 ES Sahw (Ton) Z 

THURSDAYS LATE RESULTS: Europaan 
Ct ro winnara* Cu second round Snl Ibk 

Dwso L3 QiSb 2; GwitM Bonn (Qd) 

«;L£*orKteM(acow(Ra» 

2 toc Mri pa (tell; Shawar Dcnotet Wkr) 

1 Vicenza (bj 1;AEK Athens (Or) 2 Sun Graz 

(AuQ 0;Noe |Fi)2 State Prig* jgc Ftap) 2 



_ A” 

[Arg)17-3;l 

DwndtoiMSS 


daftlD Pout! n» League Pia- 

ntar DSvmm: Ewrton 4 Ltverpool 3 l—flua 
0^5 Grocp Ttvwo: Qartjy 2 WtoaJ 1 FAVudb 

Cup-ntadqoaSlytag roind: Grata UMcartog 

Rama 3 Kings 4*w 2 

Golf 

Afft FRANCE OPEN) 

firsFraundi 

67 S , 

l SI .. ... 

lLL*nt»n(Au6Mlo|d8«j 
L Nbuwttj tap); >2 P Marie Labouc d 
StsMTC 73M AmdS jSn U HadMom Bwe) 
AMchotas, MltedSn Lautans (SwttJ JCas- 

toter(FilM-Ld8LDranzirFrl;74SMD0n[USl 

N Khsray T Crtfc. C Schtett p): 75 F 

DoBcanps (Beg. H Wadsworth, D bcitero S 

U Sutter. A And (Sp). KTayfcx. N Mcx*. 
K Morapte dWgue (f=»): TB P Gcreate (Col). 
J Leary (* 

SoMr.-. 
ecti (Sol I 

7 ' H M ds’hoer pMh); 7B 
. k&ForateSUate [SwoiBPB*- 
. i (SA). C diiffy A Rogers, J Ite 0m): 79 
P Samar (Sw»i v Stansrud (Nor) So V yen 
- ,APBscdefi):»1HKbch 
; L Crawe (Dm): 82 M Hagoman 
puh).l Mscorl TO J Head. 

LAS VEGAS INVIIATIOtlAL TOURNAMENT 

Leading eacomMoiMd eeores (US (Maes 

mud]: 128 B Gtasson S3 96 3 Mute 65 

S3; D WWdort 65 S3 12S K GtoecnM SB; S 

Loeary 05 64 130 6FebelB4 86 131 TW 

be 66 65; P MUtabon 88 6X W Levi 66 BS 

132 M CNcawtefte « 88: K Sulhetend 68 

83; T Demsay 88 64: T WwdB 68 64: E Jol^ 

sen 67 «6 133 J States 65 68; D Mertti 69 

6< ; B McOatetar 69 64; ^Duant 68 67 ,'JRrgfc 


y yvS^Carriedo (Sp), J Ferrite J 

»7 77FQasau(lSllTiininEi_parj)XW»- 

A K Peeree (Aust A Bera (Swei L Mart: 


Rallying 

VauxhaB are to return to relying next 
dtytorthel 


i first 

time since-1995. Fntlantfe Jtomo 
Kytolehto and co-ettver Atto Kapaner 
are to ctive foe now Astra h al rounds 
of ths British Championship and the 
World Championship Network Q RAC 
Ra«y 

Rugby League 
The Ffan rugby International Noe 
Nacttfcu was sacked yesterday by Ws 
Super League ckto Canberra RaUere, 
tor gross misconduct after punching 
two women in a drunken stupor. 
Raiders management acted after 
Nadruku was acquitted in court on 
Wednesday on the grands that hews 
too dunk to farm the necessary Went 
to assart foe women Nadruku was 
said to have dnrit more than 14 Hres 
of beer plus wine fo an 11 -hour binge. 

Sailing 

Tracy Edwards has abandonedhersS- 

ternpt to set anew rscxira for saSha 

round Britain and tretend in her 92R 

catamaran Royal & Sun ABance. 

Earler «? foe year she also abandoned 

a transatlantic record attempt Ed- 

wards fait she would not ba able to 
make up time lost by trying to 

round the Shefends h I 


MEXICAN OPEN | 
ond round: *M 1 

6- 4 6-3; F Ctate (So) bt J E 

7- 5; ASa (Br) btLnBrrars (Max) 2-66-38-4; 
J-A Marin (S<q or A H w wi i ptog 6-3 4-6 
6-4 

BSJ. CHALLENQETDURNAUBIT {Ctateaot 

SJngtos, aacond rounct li A Vanto rit 

N Tauzto (Fi) S4&3; D ran Roost (Bel) hr A 
Mar (US) 6-1 7-5; M Gkzyjtxtanfca hJ M 
do Swn»(SA) 62 2864. 

WTA LUXEMBOURG 0P B4 TOURN AMENT 
Staotoa. ttW roan^S Ag^aral^ ^ 

H38&26-4Quwtta4nte: 


64 


K 8tuderteNaJS>ovaM b» J Krugor (SA) B-3 
64. A-G Sktot (fit btH NBgyova^MBk) 


iuunionnn)umui iBiuia. 

on (Chasf*») bt N GoAJ (toon) 
N Waal (Hsn») fal P ftoblnson 

78 67 78; P Hand (Barits) br N 


MAUREEN CONNOLLY TROPHY (Man- 
cbeetcr) Sacoad dsry. G8 S USA 1 AterL 
otf {G3] bt L KaAaris (US) 64 6 1 ; J. Leaver 
(®jbtSMNwy(U8)466l66 
GIROBAMKTOlXt (feinlon) QuBtooteteK 

llnMHft 

48 78 62: 

(Nortritate) 78 67 

Watts (WtB) 62 B-0; T Sprto fflortcfcj M M 
Qogexc [SkMtn)7-4 8-i Oan i finato mat bt 

FBBXi 64 63; Santo bt Hwvt 67 63 64. 

Woman: [SuBseriUDCoteCow (Sb- 

«ak)61 B-0; J UAWb(Mlb) bt L Ofisn (Ytef- 
wfcta) 62 6ft E Briora tCt Rap) bt 2 

Gctdpencza (Hurt <mk L Art (Dawn) bt N 

Wkxxnua (Nor**) 60 6i teraMrato fMh 
bl Lutrave 63 Bft AN t« Erbon 6) 64 


V^ugh2(BnaS Las B1«9 
of fowl: Wtatam Austrato 477 tor 5dec 

Gfch«l2t)3no T Moody Wl): Sarah Aisw 

atteft 

Darts 

WORLD PAWS CHAMPIONSHIPS (Bqgtft 

RagW: H Rtotowi and G Vanto ft 0 
sno J fet6S: C Masai and SPterft G»te^ 

MiaitfSawnS&fitenewW^B 

Echoten ft D Alsop and M Robowon 63: 6 

Bugsss and G^Stan ft J u*a and J Um- 

BSrgarfra 


68 65: F CoraWs 68 671 

57 6a 1» B Huorias (Aus) 67 SB 1SB R Alar- 

con (Mato 68 70.139 1> Fisa (SA) 70 69 140 

G HsrtatodiOte) 70 7ft H Kaa (Japan) 67 

73 1« P Dteuransf (NZ) 68 X 148 8 Lyte 
(GBJ74A 

Ice hockey 

The North American Nafitnai Hock- 

ey Leagues Edmonton OSera have 
tjeen gold to Lss Alexander, the cwrv 

er of the National BasheftalAssod- 

ation team Houston Rockets. 
Appartantiy, Alexander wft purchase 

the team for about S85m (ffiani and 

keep rt h Edmonton tor a mirimm 

of three years. 

sS'ifoft g iSai20ttwBa , f S3^S4 

Caigray 3: StLoua4 itecouwar 1; tMraA4Las 

Angaas ;; W aat mf po n 3 Phoenix 2 


and so dtoped south rt the Orkneys 

fa sail down foe North See and 

home to Hamble on foe south coast 

The record remains five days 21hr 

5mfa 21 sea set by the American Steve 

Fossa n 1994 in ihe much smefar 60ft 

trimaran Lakota. 

Skiing 

WORLD CL» (Ttanato Frt Man's parted 
MMaafinfcJ Sort {Aral ftKAtemoaMoA 

TOrd placs: H ftetar (AuQ ft S itogaltor (Art 

WocnarTa p nra la l totoorc final: LWocaid (R) 

ftYNawBngwe)TMnlpfoca:Atlnlianirmr 

(Aur) ftU Em (Ger) 

Snooker 

GRAND PRPtpountaMo a S S rteartarSnal: 
J Wlte (Eng) ft M Price (Eng) 60. 

Squash 

AUSTRALIAN VTOMBTS OPSt (Uafecwnto 

I <AU) M C 


Gerald I Aus) bt C u*cH(5A) b- 2 62 61: M 
Uarfn (Aifil ft L Joya (KZI 94 60 

Tennis 

EUROCARD OPEN MEN'S TOURNAMENT 

fSwteBrt, Ger) Ouiutu finala: P Words (C? 

tep) ft M Ros (CPte) 6ft 6< 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

£ 100,000 

The amount three young 
British racing drivers lave 
each received as a schol- 
arship to the workfs onfy 
motor sport university. 
Elf La Fifere, in France 
During the year, they will 
study car handing, main- 
tenance and business 
and also take part in aB 
12 rounds of next years 
Renault Campus Formu- 
la series. 


BASE BALL: W ORLD SERI ES 

Marlins have advantage 


Livan Hernandez, a Cuban 
who defected, pitched his 
fourth post-season victory 
and Moises Alou hit a three- 
run homer to move the 
Florida Marlins within one 
victoay of a Wxid Series title 
on Thursday. 

Alou drove in four runs 
and scored twice to power 
the Marlins past the Cleve- 
land Indians 8-7, giving 
Florida a 3-2 lead in the 
best-of-seven series. 

The win gave Hernan- 
dez, the National League 
Championship Series* Most 
\fel liable Player, a chance of 
Series MVP honours but it 
was not pretty. As wed as 
striking out two batters be 
gave up eight walks and 
seven hits. 

Alou hit his third homer 

HOCKEY 


of the Series in the sixth, 
scored after two con- 
troversial plays ia tbe eighth 
and drove home another 
run in the ninth. 

Hernandez gave up a 
three-run homer to Sandy 
Alomar in tbe third innings 
which put Cleveland 4-2 
ahead. But Hernandez re- 
tired tbe next 13 batters, re- 
stricting the home side to one 
hit. and no runs, in the next 
four-and-a- third innings. 

Florida edged into an 
$-4 advantage but Cleveland 
hit back in the ninth inning* 
scoring three runs. 

But Alomar was caught in 
right field to end the game, 
meaning Cleveland have to 
win in Florida on Saturday 
and Sunday to pick up the 
game’s greatest prize. 


Hounslow’s King confident 


Not for many years has it 
been possible to label to- 
day’s encounter between 
Hounslow and Southgate 
at Chiswick as the Nation- 
al League’s match of the 
day. The two outstanding 
teams of the Seventies and 
Eighties have not had to un- 
lock their trophy cabinets 
very often in recent years. 

This morning they are 
both unbeaten and sitting 
second and third in the Pre- 
mier. Not that there have 
been many changes in the 
squads. Hounslow’s only ad- 
dition has been Bret! GOl- 
mon from Loughborough 
Students, described by man- 
ager Paul King as "a born 
poacher." 

King admits that be is at 
a loss to explain tbe differ- 

BASKETBALL 


cnee, but is delighted. "In- 
spirational leadership from 
new captain Mike 
Williamson has played its 
part But generally the play- 
ers are confident, unbeaten, 
and if we go behind as we 
did at Cannock last week we 
are confident of scoring 
goals and getting back into 
the game." 

For today’s game 
Williamson (wrist) is out 
and lS-yearold Kulraj Lid- 
dard plays his last game be- 
fore going to Australia to 
play for Sydney for a year. 

Southgate’s current form 
follows the blossoming of 
Adrian Simons after his per- 
formances for England in 
the Junior World Cup at 
Milton Keynes last month. 

- Bill CofwiH 


Youngblood keen to play 


Billy Mims and Kevin Cadie 
threw smoke screens around 
their injury problems before 
tomorrow’s match between 
the capital's title contenders 
at the London Arena. 

The Greater London 
Leopards coach, Mims, and 
London Towers’ Cadie each 
face being without a key 
player for the dash between 
tbe Budweiser League’s top- 
two clubs, although four- 
placed Birmingham have 
the table’s only unbeaten 
record. 

Leopards' Robert 
Youngblood is anxious to re- 
turn from the ankle injury 
which has sidelined him for 
a month. Mims said: 
“Roberts was desperate to 
play last weekend but he has 
to run on his legs, not his 

SNOOKER 

Whirlwind's 
vintage show 

Jimmy White produced a 
vintage performance at tbe 
Bournemouth Grand Prix 
yesterday to cruise into tbe 
semi-finals with a 5-0 de- 
molition of Mick Price. 

It took “Tbe Whirlwind" 
only 64 minutes to reach the 
last four of a ranking tourna- 
ment for tbe first time since 
the 1995 world championship. 
He opened with a break of 
105 and added breaks of 83 
in tbe third and 94 in tbe fifth. 

White now meets Do- 
minic Dale tonight for a 
place in tomorrow’s final. 
Snooker in pink, page IB 


heart. I’ll have to be sure 
he’s at least 80 per cent fit 
before 1 put him on the floor 
for any minutes in the 
game.” 

Cadie has been without 
James Hamilton for a 
month with an injured groin, 
and in his first practice last 
week Hamilton damaged 
his ankle. 

Towers’ 84-69 defeat at 
home to the German dub 
Rhondorf on Tuesday could 
have ended their hopes of 
reaching the European Cup 
knock-out stage. 

Garnet Gayle made a 
stunning home debut for 
Leicester on Thursday when 
his three-pointer on the 
buzzer beat Derby 136-134 
after triple overtime. 

- Richard Taylor 

SKIING 

Novel win 
for Strobl 

Josef Strobl and Leila Pic- 
card made winning starts to 
the new season when they 
won the opening parallel 
races of the World Cup on 
the Tignes glacier yesterday. 

Strobl, an Austrian who 
has World Cup victories be- 
hind him in three different 
even Is - downhill, super- 
giant slalom and giant slalom, 
added a fourth in a discipline 

which had not featured in 
the World Cup for 22 years. 

Piccard's victory was far 
more unexpected as the 
Frenchwoman had not won 
a single World Cup race. 


The Art 
of Saving 
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A win bonus is no more of an incentive than a packet of Smarties 


i i- 


THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


It’D be a relief to get back to 
playing football at the Old 
Cornfield today as we've bad a 
nightmare week. 2t aU started 
when we discovered we’d 
booked Chris Eubank to open 
the new dub megastore on 
the same day Naseem Homed 
was opening the new burger bar 
next door. 

It was terrible, no sooner bad 
they caught sight of each oth- 
er than there were Cornburg- 
ers and branded leisure wear 
everywhere. Eubank got so up- 
set when bis monocle was 
thrown in the deep tat frier be 
tied Naz to a lamp-post with 
half-a-dozen suspender bells 
from the new line of tasteful 
dub lingerie. Fortunately Cliff 
Phace, our centre-half, was 
around to calm it down. Once 
Chris and Naz get out of hos- 
pital we'ii probably all have a 
good laugh about it 


Not that anyone is m the 
mood for a giggle at the Old 
Cornfield. We’ve had a major 
internal inquiry this week af- 
ter a cache of food and drink 
was found in a coolbox behind 
a dressing-room locker. We’ve 
got a vety careful diet at this 
club and players are under 
strict orders about what to eat 
and when to eat it 


tison 

the Italians. They’ve been un- 


gJt here and you must admit the 

stash - pasta, beans, fresh fruit 
and veg, extra virgm olive ofl and 
bottled water - does sqggest they 
could be guilty. 


If they come over here they 
should adapt to our ways: bacon 
butties and a cup of tea before 
trai n i ng , a break for Hob-Nobs 
and coffee at 11 , steak and 
Yorkshire pud for Juncb washed 


down with a pint of lager top. 
If it was good enough for Skin- 
ner Nonnanton it should be 
g6cd enough for Dolce Vita and 
Cost. Rut Tutti, Fortunately 
they’re only here cm loan. Once 
- they’ve paid off the money they 
lost on bets on the F-n gfapri 
game they can go back. 

The cash will come id handy 
as the chairman’s credit card 
bill has come in. As 1 men- 
tioned a few weeks ago I acci- 
dentally ran up half a million 
lire on it at the Hot Hands 
Massage Club in Rome. It’s a 
bit of a problem as the only way 
Sir Hirem could convince his 
wife that it wasn't him was by 
Warning me. Tltis is fair enough 
in one way but it could leave 
to major difficulties for me es- 
pecially as Sir Hirem also told 
her I was responsible for a £250 
bill from the Black Lace Bar at 
Kings Cross. 


At least we picked up three 
paints last week. It's realty 
hard motivating the players 
these days, they all earn so 
much money a win bonus is no 
more of an incentive than a 
packet of Smarties. Yoh Ve got 
to be a bit cleverer than that so 
at half-time, with us 2-0 down, 
1 told them I’d spiked one of 
the Gatorade bottles with lax- 
ative and it would be handed, 
without his knowledge, to the 
worst player in the side. 

We went through them like 
a dose of salts in the second 
half winning 5-2. The only 
problem was 1 missed the last 
two goals as I bad to go to the 
dressing-room sharpish. With 
the heat last Saturday I got 
thirsty doing all that celebrat- 
ing and... yes, you've guessed 
it and it's not frxnny. 

Meanwhile, the attempt to 
sign Paul Gascoigne has Kit a 


snag. He insists the dentist’s 
chair being installed for him in 
the Mop & Bucket is in the 
lounge bar, not the tap room. 
‘‘Whay moo," he told Sir 
Hirem. *Tm a changed mon, I 
dinna go in lap rooms anymore. 
Me, I'm mature me, Fm a 
lounge bar drinker." The land- 
lord, however, has refused. He 
says a dentist’s chair would 
lower the tone of the lounge bar 
and, besides, it would get in the 
way of the stripper. 

A few injury worries for to- 
day’s game. Cliff Phace has a 
broken hand, Shaun Prone 
has food poisoning which is a 
bit worrying as his wife runs the 
burger bar, while Ivor Niggle 
has strained a muscle watching 
television - apparently it was 
that programme about Sunday 
Sport. And I’ve got ctysentry. 

Bony Goffer was talking to 
Gfenn Moore 


Welcome to America: 
soccer’s land of statistics 


Sport In the United 
States tends to come 
down to simple 
arithmetic In the end 
but, asks John Carlin , does 
it really add up? 

There is one thing, and perhaps 
one thing only, that the United 
States can teach the rest of the 
world about soccer. Statistics. 

In Britain, in Italy, in Sierra ‘ 
Leone soccer fans will endless- 
ly debale the merits of player X 
versus player Y. Because in 
such debates the arguments are 
always subjective the outcome 
is necessarily inconclusive. 

Not so in the US where 
each player's performance is 
evaluated scientifically on the 
basis of painstakingly assembled 
numerical data. 

Take the statistics for to- 
morrow’ s Major League Soccer 
(MLS) Cup Final, the game 
which will decide the 1997 
championship. The teams are 
DC United, the defending 
champions, and Colorado 
Rapids, who last season ended 
up bottom of the 10-team pro- 
fessional US league. 

Uniled's striker is Bolivia’s 
Jaime Moreno. The Rapids' 
striker is the home-grown Chris 
Henderson. Which is the better 
player? Easy. It’s Moreno. 


According to figures sup- 
plied by the MLS. in 1.725 
minutes of play over 20 games 
this season, Moreno has scored 
16 goals (five of them winning 
goals), delivered eight assists 
and bad a total of 66 shots, 48 
of them on target. Henderson, 
by contrast, has played 2J>01 
minutes over 30 games, scored 
seven goals with 14 assists (two 
of them winning assists) and of 
the 63 shots he has attempted 
26 were on target. 

If you had the lime and in- 
clination to study all of the 
above figures and work out a 
couple of averages you could 
probably declare - with a cer- 
tain precision - that Moreno 
was three times better than 
Henderson. 

As for l he goalkeepers in the 
big game, one published analy- 
sis gives the advantage to the 
Rapids, whose first-choice keep- 
er has saved 111 out of 144 shots 
in 25 appearances, conceding an 
average of 1.54 goals per game; 
compared with the United keep- 
er's 57 saves from 82 shots in 14 
games, letting in an average of 
1.69 goals per game. 

Admirable as American soc- 
cer's fixation with numerical 
minutiae undoubtedly is, eager- 
ly as the example may be fol- 
lowed by obsessives elsewhere, 
including Britain where statistics 
are much metre readily available 


than they once were, it is possi- 
ble that here we have part of the 
explanation why in the land of the 
free the game has not really 
caught on yet as a spectator sport 

All this number-crunching 
misses the point about soccer. It 
is a game where the inscrutable 
human factor is paramount, 
where the disciplines of science 
are of limited diagnostic value. 
American football, by contrast, 
lends itself much more to logi- 
cal analysis. The players are 
more like gigantic chess pieces 
than individuals blessed with 
free wfll The coaches and their 
numerous assistant technicians 
are the ones that move the 
pieces, their decisions deter- 
mined by intricate geometrical 
and mathematical calculations. 

Perhaps it is soccer’s relative 
randomness dial moved a sports 
writer on the Kansas City Star to 
observe last week that "the 
biggest trick in Kansas City - as 
in other parts of the country - 
is convincing people that soccer 
is more than a kid’s game”. 

As the MLS concludes its 
second season tomorrow, the 
great unanswered question re- 
mains whether the gap between 
children's soccer and profes- 
sional soccer will ever be 
bridged. No sport is more pop- 
ular. among American under- 
15’s yet average attendances at 
MLS games dropped from 



Right first time: DC United^ John Harkes hoists the trophy aloft after his side won the 
inaugural Major League Soccer championship last year Photograph: Rick Stewart/Afls port 


17,416 in 1996 to 14.616 this 
year, sadly below the 20,000 
MLS officials had predicted at 
the start of the season. 

There are rays of hope on the 
horizon, however. ABC televi- 
sion wffl increase its coverage 
from one game to 12 next year. 
Nike is pouring $120m (about 
£75 m) into an MLS youth de- 


velopment scheme. All 56,000 
tickets for tomorrow's final at 
Washington’s RFK Stadium are 
sold out. Whether many of the 
spectators will understand what 
is going on remains to be seen. 
John Harkes, the former 
Sheffield Wednesday player, 
who has played in a couple of 
English cup finals, bemoans 


American fans’ failure to grasp 
the finer points of the game. 
‘‘We're still educating the crowd 
in some ways,” he said. “When 
you play at Wembley Stadium, 
you've got 80,000 people who 
know the game inside out" 
And they knew it, Harkes 
might have added, without the 
benefit of calculators. 



For wodd beating offers call us by 31st October 
on 01293 747 245- Or contact your local travel agent 


virgin atlantic 

-GCw-iW 

EIW irnmi Inr Ikiu-I <w. I**hv H Oct P197. Ruamgcrcni*. 

(Judr-t jhJ miirin rtuflffSiWni'f rndmird Limio'd asuWfilift. (Kfti-r n-aOKtunfa appfv 



. . .meanwhile the nation's youngsters are 
learning to play the game the wrong way 


. Soccer is making great 
strides in the United 
States. But Matthew 
Gotword, who has been 
coaching in New York, 
believes that the 
Americans need to 
change their methods at 
youth (eve! before they 
can make a realistic 
challenge to the game's 
world powers. 

I have been a soccer coach in 
the New York area for the last 
three years coaching 5 to 16- 
year-olds, and have witnessed 
first band the sudden escalation 
of interest in the game among 
youngsters. 

Football in the USA is be- 
coming increasingly popular, 
and in many states is beginning 
to challenge more traditional 
American sports. Interest 
boomed after the success of the 
1994 World Cup in America, 
where the national team ex- 
ceeded all expectations. This 
mounting enthusiasm led to 
increased television coverage of 
the Premiership equivalent. 
Major League Soccer. The re- 
cent influx of foreign stars such 
as Italy’s Roberto Donnadoni 
and Colombia’s Carlos Valder- 
rama has added glamour to the 
game. 

As interest mounts so does 
participation. Americans plough 
massive amounts of money, 
effort and leisure time into 
sport at ail levels. As a result, 
the facilities in a country where 
space is abundant are superb. 
They are world leaders in sport 
physiology and psychology, and 



have the roost advanced hi- 
tech equipment. Sport in school 
has always been a fundamental 
part of the curriculum, and has 
a high profile at college level 
where it can have a massive fol- 
lowing. St. John's University 
men’s soccer team in New York, 
for instance, attracts 40,000 
supporters for home games. 

With such foctors in their 
• favour as well as a staggering 
' population from which to choose 
their players, surely it is only a 
matter of sooner or later he fore 
the rest of the footballing world 
are trying to catch up with the 
United States. However, from 
what I have seen 1 would suggest 
the safe money would be on Jai - 
er rather than sooner. 

There is nothing like starting 
early and in the USA children as 
young as five years of age are put 
into teams to play competitive 
games. Many are run by volun- 
teer parents whose dedication is 
admirable, but who have never 
played the game. They have 
five-year-olds playing 9, 10 and 
11-a-side matches. 

Children who don’t know the 
day of the week (and I know. 1 
have asked them) are being told 
to play at left half-back (mid- 
field). 1 have seen games where 
children stand stationary in 
their designated position for 20 
minutes before the swarm of 
other players migrates in their 
direction to wake them up. 
Two or three punts a game in 
the general direction of the 
opponent's goal is about stan- 
dard for most of these children. 
The commitment from coach- 
es and parents, and their sup- 
port is unbelievable. Weekend 
youth soccer matches and tour- 
naments or “fesi s" in the USA 


attract many teams and be- 
come real family occasions. 

However, because so few of 
the coaches have played the 
game, technique is frequently 
(aught incorrectly: for example 
toe-punling the ball when 
shooting. It is all vety well hav- 
ing a personalised training top. 
your own club ball, team water 
bottles etc, but not if you can’t 
make a five-yard pass without 
scooping the ball into the air. 

Unfortunately, it would 
seem that for many of these 
coaches and the parents who 
W3tch their young offspring, 
winning Is the be-all and end- 
ail. As the England coach. 
Glenn Hoddlc, pointed out last 
week about football in England 
“We need to take the compet- 
itive edge from young players, 
coaches and parents, it is not 
win at all costs at that age". 
Hoddle also highlighted the 
need to play in games of less 
than 1 1-a-sfde on smaller pitch- 
es. These sentiments need to be 
sounded louder and clearer 
across the States. Once the 
problem has been pinpointed 
the solutions will follow. 

At an American youth game 
the testosterone flying around 
on the sidelines is dangerous. In- 
structions bellowed to eight- 
year-olds such as " punt it" 
followed by roars of approval as 
a leg is blindly swung and the 
ball flies up field only to be punt- 
ed back cannot be said to be de- 
nting aa intelligent player. Yel 
this is seen by untutored Amer- 
icans as a “good play". Teams 
actually have a player dubbed 
“big-foot". This is the child, usu- 
ally the biggest who can kick the 
ball the furthest, and who usu- 
ally plays centre defence. 


Statistics constantly churned 
out on television during MLS 
games add to this harder-thc- 
better view, and few young play- 
ers that I encountered could 
truly boast a good touch because 
they spend so little time with the 
ball. There are those that can 
juggle the ball but in a game sit- 
uation cannot read or truly un- 
derstand the game. 

On one occasion when I en- 
couraged a 1 3-ycar-old de- 
fender to carry the bail forward, 
he looked surprised and asked 
“can a defender go that far up 
field?" Again, this ignorance can 
be put down to inadequate TV 
coverage and analysis. 

Many teams play the game 
with tactics more appropriate to 
an American Football or bas- 
ketball game. There is an in- 
herent desire to gel the ball 
forwards towards die other end 
of the field as quickly as possi- 
ble. Even the ideas behind the 
30-second role of basketball 
and “no passing backwards over 
the half-way tine" curb the no- 
tion of patience within a game. 
As a result the idea of passing 
backwards in football is com- 
pletely alien in many players 
right up to lb years of age. 

Defences can often be found 
standing in a line on the edge of 
their penalty area waiting for the 
ball to break through the midfield 
before springing into life. It is as 
though they are a “special team" 
waiting to fulfil their particular 
role. 

Commitment and dedication 
arc natural American trails hut 
until football receives as much 
coverage as the more tradition- 
al sports it seems that soccer in 
the United States wifi never 
challenge as a national sport 
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SIDELINES 


Barnsley’s links with 
Old Traffond 





Barnsley supporters al Old 
Traffard today may take a 
greater interest than most 
away fans in the memorial 
clock which freezes the time For among the 

and date of the Murocb air crash m 195*^ ^ from the 

Manchester United ^f^^^ofandMark Jones, f 
South Yorkshire coal capital* went from 

Thylar, from the lougb suburb g £2/Ss/ld in 

being the Barnsley apprentice centre-forward after a 
his &* wage packet to England waljl ,*» 

£29,999 transfer to Untied (Mttt Busby * b alf from 
burdened by a £30,000 price t ff).^°. D S;^ hoQ i 
Ardsley. was snapped up by ] United .ho ^ ^ two 

United’s first championship side, in , at _ 

ex-Bamsley men, George Wall scor- 

er worked in the pit and docks jespecuvety- A P 

er between the wars, Ernest ^ 

OakweU after representing United and Engknd^ 

Alex Ferguson’s Andy 

Barnsley's player-manager, with L>emio rp r _ 

Rommel! also arriving from United. Graham 
gie’s Fledglings, and there might have been atitttdmyUM 

Local prodigy Colta Broote vras U^s 
vouneest reserve player at 15, months before MuiuchJHoiiK- 
returned to become B arnsley s youngest loo. 


Ten things 
Man Utd’s 
Karel 
Poborsky 
might be 
missing 
from the 
Czech Rep 


1 The influences of Franz 
Kafka and Milan Kun- 
dera. (Although Poborsky 
regularly experiences tite 
unbearable lightness of 
being left on the bench). 

2 Knedlo-zdo-vepro. 
Dumplings, sauerkraut 
and roast pork. 

3 The mixture of Ro- 
manesque, Gothic. Re- 
naissance, Baroque and 
Art Nouveau architecture 
that makes Manchester 
look tike a grim industri- 
al wasteland in compari- 
son to Prague. Not that it 
is, of course. 

4 Tripe soup. 

5 Beer towns (Pilsn, Bu- 
dowiee, Velkopopovkrke), 
wine regions (Zemoseky 
and Roudnice) and 





slivovicc l plum brandy 
with up to 90 per cent al- 
cohol.) 

6 The allure of the Sko- 
da - although a Skoda in 
Manchester is less likely to 
be stolen than most cars. 

7 The jazz-rock scene 
that inspired such 
renowned musicians as 
Jan Hamr, best remem- 
bered for his film themes. 

8 The bears, wolves, lynx- 
es, marmots, marten and 
mink of Bohemia. 

9 The Karlovy Vary spa. 
known especially for its 
beneficial effect on diar- 
rhoea and constipation. 

10 Playing chess with hu- 
man pieces in the town of 
Cesky Krumlov with his 
Czech mates. 
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NAME OF THE GAME 

No 6 THE COBBLERS 


Northampton Town were formed in 1K97 and became known 
85 “The Cobblers due to the amount of shoe manufacturing 
in Northamptonshire. The county is still the base for the 
Dr Marten’s footwear empire of Max Griggs who used to 
be on the board at Northampton, but is now the chairman 
of Rushden & Diamonds ofthe VhuxhaJl Conference. 


THIS 
W 1 WEEK 
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HISTORY 

LESSON 


When Chelsea playi 
so in the Arctic C 
Thursday, they mi 
sonably have expe 
game to have bee 
tinned when eondii 
icrrorated. The 
game, however, pro 
braver (or more fo 
than in years pas 
the weather was res 
When England 
gentina in Buenos 
17 May 1953. a r 
struck and the piu 
ty became waterlog 
referee stopped the 

ter 23 minutes wh 


On 21 October 1989. Liver- 
pool crashed to a 4- 1 defeat 
al Southampton and the in- 
evitable questions were * nut 

being asked about Liver- 
pool's future. One newspa- 
per report the next Jay said: 

“Southampton didn't just 
annihilate them, they pro- 
duced a blueprint that, if Ji .|- 
lowcd by others, would end 
the omnipotence Liverpool 
have enjoyed for su |o nc j n 
English football.” 

The winning Southamp- 
ton team, under Chris 
Nicholl. included Matt Lc 
Tissier, Alan Shearer, Rod n»r n 

slev and Aim u..„7 • ‘*94, when a bln 

their number ■ U,5C " " ■ 

Sadly for Liverpool’s ri % played Wo 

vals. reports of their demise n! 

proved premature, and they ■ abandon rh? P 

won the title in the sarin* Sf** 0 " *** 

s » ,nn S- • the crowd of 4(X 

N S F E RS 

raaNSRoci n.,,1 — "" — 


an to dSSmK&ffit f-afcwEI 

saiass 

WSTwg®: B&5** 
Wandsrers "“WTSE 31^ s 

2 onM,uK >re.- Phil Shaw, Nick «,«!' 
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McGirtlay 
wanted by 

Sunderland 


John McGinlay. the Bolton 
Whnderers striker, is warned by 
Sunderland to belp fire their 
promotion bid. Peter Reid, the 
Roker Park club’s manager, 
was yesterday quoted a £750,000 
fee and hopes to agree a com- 
promise over the weekend. 

L, Reid has also asked about 
Manchester City's Uwe Rbsler, 
but found the fee prohibitive. 
Meanwhile, Bolton have taken 
Franz Carr on trial for a month 
but they are unlikely to go 
ahead with the signing of the 
Bulgarian midfielder Qian Kiri- 
akov, from Aberdeen. 

Martin O'Neill’s chances of 
becoming Northern Ireland 
manager increased when the 
Irish Football Association de- 
clared they would consider a 
part-time appointment in suc- 
cession to Bryan Hamilton. 

Speculation about the 
Leicester manager’s posable 
appointment -sent his club's 
shares plummeting on the first 
day of their Stock Market flota- 
tion. Shares instantly dropped 
16p in value on the £1.10 open- 


not make any comment about 
the Northern Ireland situation 
at this stage because 1 don't know 
the ins and outs of what would 
be involved," O’Neill said. 

The IFAIs president, Jim 
Boyce, said that they intended 
to get the best man for the job, 
regardless of whether he was 
full or part-time. “I would like 
to think we can attract a top Eu- 
ropean coach with world ex- 
perience - someone who has 
done it,” he said. 

England's bid to share the 
2006 World Cup with Scot- 


land and Wales has been scup- 
pered by Fife. The world’s gov- 
erning body has confirmed they 
will not consider a bid from 
England that included venues 
outside the nation. 

The Fifa spokesman, Keith 
Cooper, said; “The regulations 
for the World Cup state that it 
is orga ni sed by one single na- 
tional football association, 
which is one country in football 
terms. You might ask why the 
2002 World Cup is a joint ven- 
ture between Japan and South 
Korea, but it was made dear at 
the time that it will be an ex- 
ceptional and unique occasion.’' 

The Portsmouth physio- 
therapist, Neil Sillett, and the 
Bradford manager, Chris Ka- 
ra ar a, have been charged with 
misconduct by the Football 
Association following a mass 
brawl between the two sides last 
week. Kamara is to appeal. 

The Sheffield United man- 
ager, NigeLSpackman. has also 
been charged with misconduct 
for remarks he made to the ref- 
eree following the game against 
QPR last Saturday. 

The transfer of the French 
striker Samassi Abou’s from 
Chimes to West Ham h as-run 
into trouble. “As far as we’re 
concerned the deal's off, unless 
they resurrect iL They have un- 
til Monday to come back to us," 
said the Hammers’ managing 
director, Peter Storrie. 

Thmuiere Rovers wilj make 
a renewed attempt to sign 
Derek Whyte from Middles- 
brough next week after the 
proposed £200,000 move broke 
down over personal terms. 

-Alan Nixon 



Impoverished 
City’s stock falls in 
futures market 


Snow storm: Chelsea’s Frank Sinclair and Tromsok Steiner N risen dash in mid-air during 
the controversial Cup-Winners' Cup tie in Norway on Thursday night Photograph; Aflspon 


Gullit’s jibe 
at Uefa . 

An angry Ruud Gullit yester- 
day accused Uefa of turning the 
Cup-Winners' Cup into a 
“Mickey Mouse" competition 
after Chelsea escaped from 
their second round first leg tie 
in Tromso, Norway, with a nar- 
row 3-2 defeat played out in 
blizzard conditions. 

“This isn’t Mickey Mouse, 
it's a real competition, " said the 
Chelsea manager. “I asked the 
president of the Norwegian 
federation what he felt, and he 
said that they would never 
have allowed the game to go 
ahead if it was a league match. 

“The referee didn’t want to 
play but he had been told by 
Uefa that he could ndt postpone 
it, that it had to go ahead.” 


y/EEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Dow v 
Woking: Gateshead v Totfard. Sievsnsge 
v Hedresfard • 

FA CHALLENGE CUP Fourth round qual- 
ffytng: AJtmcham v Moracambe; Bas- 
hgstokB v Bratafree Tn; BSencay Tn w 
Carnburtsy Town: Btyth Spartans vKkJder- 
rruwtar. Bognor Bagla v Fambanjugh; 
Brmmdw v Romford; Ctedtantatm v Sut- 


semen v Nontwrteh; Hsybridoe v Ashford 
Town; htauMsy UM v Cohryn Bay: Hasan 
Tn « Hyde Did; Kings Lynn v Satefcuy; 
Knyperatey Vic v Boston Utd; Nuneaton v 
Eniey; Runcorn v Lincoln Did; Rushden 8 
Diamonds v Boreham Wood; StttingbOMne 
v HfifBktff" Stand v Kjna&mtor Soufhccrt 
v NonnRjrrftyUtd; St Allans v Hendon; 
Statybridao vSoteJ; TrvartonTn vSutxjry 
Tn: Wnafort Utd v Penrth; YOowi v Hayes. 
isthmian LEAGUE Premier Dfvtakm 
Stortford v Purfleot: Bromley v 
w^ranaaenti 4 N; Dagenham and Redbridge 
v YeorSng; hitchta v Harrow Borough; Ox- 
ford City v Duhrich; WtaNon & Horsham v 
Aylastxjy Hret OMsfon: AUerefHX Tbwn 
y Barton Rovers; Chertsey Ttawn v Hanp- 
tnrc Grays AnWfcvTTwme LAtt Layton ftm, 
nant y Abingdon Tbwn; Momoy v 
Maidenhead Utd; UxtteJgo » Croydon; 
yWdrjgharo Town v Laathsrhand; Wart*® 
v BatHhamstod Town Second Division: 
Barking v Carney (stand; Bedford Tbwn v 
WBaJdstone: Cheo/wt v Chaifant St floasr; 
Edowam town w Tbcdng & Mteham; Egham 
Town V Banetead Athletic; Horsham v 
Hungarford Tbwn: Marfow v T*My. North- 
wood v Wrtfwm Town; Wtadacr & Bon v Mm 
Pofcft VWVBnboa Tbwn v Brackne* Tbwri 
Tbltd Wvtatan: May v Hamel HampsMd: 
CortthlanC^suatevSkiiAJiafcCroyaonAlh- 
iatc v Ford Utd; Epsom a Bw* v Hertford 
Tbwn; Harlow Tbwn * Khga&ury Tbwn; 
Homchuch v Fiackwel Heart Lewes v East 
Thurrock Utd; Wingate & Ftarrfriey v fAfara 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier DMskire 
frown Tbwn v Raddffe Borough; BWiop 
^kucktend v Leigh HMl; Charter v QJwter. 
®tancasterv Banker Bridge; MBitnevRteK- 
WSy; Sponrymoor v Accrington Stanley. 
FW l»«orc AS«xi UW v Ocw^-^ 
Droytsdan v Buirton FTOstey. CeHc v WWnn 
Abon; Ffixfon v Great Harwood llbwi; Ms* 
lock Tbwn v WWtay Bay; Ssnckabridgo PS 
v fttettjorfeld.-ThJttortf v Bradford P A W* 
by Tbwn v Betpar Tbwn; VtarMngipnv East- 
wood Tbwn; torksop Tbwn v Harrogate 
Town. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Promtar DMTOon: 
Atherstonev Merthyr BwtqnAUcnvCanv 
bridge Cfty. Dorehestar v Grodoy Ftovors; 
Forest Green v SL Leonards; HMiw v 
ftotfnw# Ibwa- TjamwortftvCrewriw T bw n. 
MkfiKidDtirisloiiiBIstDnlbwnvEtedwonfi 
Utd; Brad&y Tbwn v Shepsted Dynamo; 
Ewsham Utd v Corby Tbwn; RSuntfc Tbwn 
v RC Warwick; Bedrttcb Utd v Paget 
Rangers; Stafford Rang ers v 
SUtwTcofcttaW Town v sm^tridgo; VS R» 9 - 
by v Grantham Town. Southern DMtnn: 
Bashfey v Danfort: Oavodon T bwn v W; 
dock Tbwn, &ift & Beivedaro v 
City, Ffeftw Alrtatic London vOw«W 
Tbwn; Newport WyTrawtyWoe Tbwn. 
Watortoavfla V Ctadarfbrd Tbwn: Wwmoirai 

vTortandge Angeta; Wtawy Tbwn w NBWwrt 

A F C; tine 7 bwn v Vtteaton^parHtaam 

LfHLSPOfrrUWTED COWTT^ LEAGUE 

^ftamfer DlvWon: Buckingham v Bc^m; 

£>3 V Potfon; Spoidhfl vSf Neots; 
tord v Slottoid; WTBcrtinhv Long 
Wbottan v ftrt Sports'ftxtoy v N Sps^rec. 

WGHLAND LEAGUE: C3achrWk«i1vB- 

dn City; Cove Rangare v Buck* Tissue. 

v Fort Wfcm; NaknCournyv 
Kaon, Fkrmes v Forms Mechanics; Wick 
Academy v Huntty. 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE *****&- 
vbton: Ards v CSftrxn*^ Barymer«v 
Cmsadars; Gtentoran v Gi anavon; Om a^; 
~ 6 ren v Urltald: Pcrtadown v C ofar^ tel^nst 
Division: Batydaro v Newry; Dsaar y v U- 
matady Utd; Dungannon Bwffts v Bangor; 
Lome v Garrick. 

EM NATIONAL LEAGUE PtetnlerDkilrrlciirc 
firm HarpsvUOD (ZS 0 |; 
ryOtyfZ 30 |;SSgoRmerev 
LEAGUE OF WALES; Bangor CnyvCi 
martnan Town pi?: Caernarfon Town- 
Cwmbran gO); Conwy v Caai w_ 
awn v Barry Tbwn f£ia; Mbrerfprtfwroiv 


vistac Newnwkat Tbwn v Fafctioiw Ran 
& Tbwn; Soham Tbwn Rangare v Great 
Yarmouth Town; Stowmartat ibwn v Bury 
Tbwn; Sutfxjy Wanderers vHston; Waton 
Utd v Tlptrae Utd. 

JEWSON SOUTH WESTERN LEAGUE: 
Bodmin Tbwn v Tbrpoint Athletic; Hdswor- 
thyvaviatocicLautceatDnvLIskiwdAth- 
Jstic: MfarookvAttnoulhTbwn: SaBataUJU 
v Truro Cfty, St Bkosy v Penzance. 
JEWSON WESSSCLEAGUEnm DMstarc 
Afc Nswtxay v Mroetructuea; BAT v Ryda 
Sports iBemorton Heath Hart v Portsmouth 
RN; Christchurch v Eastltagh; Dowrocn v 
Brodranhurst Thatcham Town v Romsoy 
Tbwn; Whitctuch Utd v East Cowes; Vies 
Wntao n w Tbwn yAfctymrgtaft 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
PrenflerDt«MoreAir>oUTbwnvOs 9 QttAl- 
Mon;Brfgo Town tfP unia ft a a Cote; Oran 
Aahwi vSetwTbwn; EccleshI Utd v Li* 


ADNAMS EAST Pramtor: Clacton v 
Croetyx; Colchester v Ipswich; Luton Town 

BtehopsSlartfon^ aSdbrSyv^mbridgB 

UnNeraity 

WEST OF ENGLAND A SOUTH WALES 
Piwiitir Bristol LWveratty Vfcumnp MM*; 
Chaftanham v Exsttr Unhieretty; Oovedon 
Aei^-Buc^-Swanste v Weatab^mat 


Unted; Halam v Hucknal Tbwn; Hatfield 
Mata v Thacktey. MaBbyMW. vA r mthorpa 
WWfam; Pfckwtag Tbwn v ShaNlakl 
SCREWFOC DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
DMsterc Barnstaple Tbwn v MangoiNMd 
Utd; BUefara v Bristol Manor Farm; Brto- 
Ington v Bridaewatar Tbwn; Chard Tbwn v 
Crone Tbwn; Ksynshant Jbmm v Thurman 
Tbwn; Odd Down v Backwel Utd; Tbrrtag- 
Bm v PaiAon Rom; Waslbuy Utd v Bmoro 
UNUET SUSSEX LEAGUE JohH O’Hara 
League Cop, second round: Broadbndge 
HstaSt v Lwytey SporW Hedhi v Shtaewa- 
tsr Assoctanon. 

WINSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Hret DF 

vtsfcxr CodrdNanvanppoy UtrfjCray Irtfen- 
derare v Faveraham Tbwn; Crockama v 
WNtataUa Tbwn; Deal Tbwn v Greenwich 


stone hvfctav Chatham Tbwn: Harm Bay 
V Bactanhsm Tbwnc Lodswood v Hyrt* Utt 
Swankry Furness v Canterbury City: 
Thamaemead Tbwn v Stada Groan; VCD 
Adriatic v Ramsgate 

SOUTH EAST COUNTIES Hret DMakm: 


City v Gatogham {rtfl: Tbrtenhom v OPR 
n 030 ); Watford v Ponornouth pifl); West 
Ham w Crytaal Palace ftu®. 

FA YOUTH CUP Third Round Qualifying 
Roptay. Afiingdor Tbwr V Oxford Cky. 
FAPREMfa? YOUTH LEAGUE: CMteeU- 


jh U-T 6 pur. Loads U-t 8 v Nottm 
B ertfl); QPR U -18 v Wimbledon 
; SumferiandU-Wv Stuff VMU- 
WtenhamU-WtfVfcstHamU-* 


Rugby Union 
3.0 untess stated 




*m; London 

MoeTOay v Omta; Wtaartoo v Exatar; Wferrt 
Harttspod V Rotherhem. 

JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE One: Liv- 
erpool St Melons v Har rogate : UgNRM t 
wferfadatej,NBWbufy v MnM : Ot- 
lay v Leeds; Hs«*ig v NoTOi^wt^ ttg. 


Aapalrta v Preoton 

' v Wtrarington . _ . 
i; Manchester v Sad- 

^©asRsaBa 1 !* 1 


mi - 7 ‘1 l • ’ . : 




TrSy7's^ 

OTJ LEAGUE TROPHY GroopA: &&v 
txrgh Acadew Hawick; Her^SFPva»- 
SwHaroks; Ktae^dy v »*«*« 




vCsmaas 

TNSf v Q*m Mate GL 30 J; 

Aberystwyth (230^ 

BfTERUNK EXPREBS lUrBand 

FMebI VMavBoUnsre St Mchaete; PBrshore 
Tbwn v Chasetown: Roeeatarv Bridgnorth 

field; West ttdands Poke v Btaxwteh 
Tbwn 

BL CARLSBEHG VASE S**»rtd round 
guafilylngiCalBrtDimvRfMTbwBrUtu- 
RA UHBRO TRCffKY Flntl round guefi- 
Mag replay: WestorvS^w 4 Aare v Harrow 
DCVDUDh 

JEWSON EAS1BM LEAGUE PwnlerDi- 


CLUB HATCHES: Grangemouth v Stew- 

arty 

Hockey 

Ssss&^S 

sesssk=SS 5 S 

fSSSSBSSSE 


All is not well with McLeish 


Alex McLeish has warned his 
players he wants a marked im- 
provement from his Motherwell 
side when Lhey take on Ab- 
erdeen today to avoid him 
“running the gauntlet” with, 
the Scottish Premier League 
club's dispirited support. 

The Well lost 4-1 at home to 
Hearts three weeks ago and last 
time out were humiliated 4-0 at 
Dundee United. McLeish called 
that display “below Junior 
League level” and hopes dear- 
the-air talks with his team this 
week prove to have been effec- 
tive. “We have to do ourselves 
justice against Aberdeen,” the 
manager said. “1 want a positive 
reaction from the players. If they 
don’t do more tomorrow it is me 
who is going to run the gaunt- 
let with the fens.” 


Seventh-placed Motherwell 
go into the match against the 
bottom club on a run of three 
successive defeats and will not 
be beiped by the lengthy ab- 
sence of WiUie Falconer, who 
broke an ankle at Tannadice. 

The league leaders. 
Rangers, may be without Ser- 
gio Porrini, the Italian mid- 
fielder who hurt an ankle in 
training, as they ^ to lannadice 
aiming to preserve their ad- 
vantage over Celtic, who are 
two points adrift. They play St 
Johnstone at Parkhead looking 
for a 10th successive victory 
over domestic opposition. 

Kilmarnock will be without 
their goalkeeper Dragoje Lev- 
ovical home against Hibernian. 
He is away on international 
duty with Yugoslavia. 


“City boos for Blair" screamed 
one of this week’s headlines. 
Within hours, Franny Lee and 
Frank Clark were enduring a 
similar experience, and the re- 
sentment which gripped Maine 
Road after the defeat by Stoke 
could turn into a revolt if Man- 
chester City take another beat- 
ing at Queen's Park Rangers 

tomorrow. 

As hundreds of disgruntled 
supporters gathered after the 
latest failure to call for Lee to 
resign the chairmanship, his 
manager of less than 10 months 
was assuring the media that he 
was not unduly pessimistic. 
There were, Clark reasoned, 35 
games to turn things around. 
Given that City have won just 
two out of 1 1 to date, their stock 
in football's futures market 
hardly looks encouraging. 

Almost 26,000 turned out 
for the Stoke match -on a night 
when 18 clubs played to their 
lowest gates of the season. City 
fans made it an article of faith 
noL to stay in to watch Man- 
chester United on television - 
which merely reiterated their 
clnb’s potential. But unless 
they start improving on a posi- 
tion of 21st in the First Division, 
below neighbouring Bury and 
Stockport, next season’s derbies 
are more likely to be against 
Macclesfield than United. 

At the time of his takeover 
from Peter Swales. Lee was 
hailed by one local paper as be- 
ing ready to launch a spending 
Spree to make Jock Wilke rs in- 
vestment at Blackburn look 
like petty cash. That Dark’s lat- 
est recruit, Mertas Sheleilah, 
cost the comparative peanuts of 
£500,000 is indicative of in- 
creasingly straitened circum- 
stances rather than a bent for 


bargains. The Georgian de- 
fender, recommended by Geor- 
gi Kinkladze, is set for his debut 
at Loftus Road, where City 
have won once in seven visits. 

Rangers, relegated with City 
18 months ago, are also dis- 
covering that buying out an un- 
popular regime b no guarantee 
of instant success. Already 
competing for support with 
Chel sea, they now find anoth- 
er of their local rivals, quaint old 
Fulham, striving to' reinvent 
themselves by lavishing un- 
precedented sums on new 
blood. 

Paul Peschsolido became 
the third and most credible cap- 
ture by Mohamad AI Fayed’s 
new chief operations officer, 
Kevin Keegan, and manager 
Ray WiDrins when be arrived 
from West Bromwich Albion 
for £l.lm yesterday. 

As a Canadian of Italian 
parentage, who has Karren 
Brady for a wife and Eric Hall 
as his agent, the diminutive 
striker could also be said to be 
upholding Craven Cottage's 
nonconformist traditions. The 
first seven-figure signing in the 
English game's third grade, be 
goes straight in at home to 
Northampton today. 

Elsewhere, there is an in- 
triguing First Division basement 
straggle between Huddersfield 
and Portsmouth. The coaching 
acumen of Terry Yorath, while 
not quite enough to take Wiles 
or the Lebanon to the World 
Cup finals, will be pitted against 
the influence of Terry Ven- 
ables. who is on the verge of 
achieving precisely that with 
Australia but is having a less 
beneficial effect on POmpey 
right now. 

-Phil Show 
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won > 1 

& Waal Ware*** Coventry & North Vter- 
wicks* Nottingham; Hampton-n-Anten v 
Harbonw; Khatos V Edobaston; North 
Safari vBfaMtt i tf rod;Norttwpian5Bir<8 
v North Notts. 

NORTH Premtan Ben Rhyrtrtw * Durham 
University; Chaster v Formby; Harrogate v 
Wigs*); Netaori v Soufhpcrt; Norton v Swal- 
raw; Ttaportoy v Sheffield Bankers. 

Speedway 

CRAVaiSHELD«m-fbnL second lag: 
Easttxxmo vKtaga 4 r»r? ( 7 D); Swudon Hfl 
v Coventry ( 50 ). 

Basketball 

BUDWBSER LEAGUE: LTOoester Rktore v 
Wkafcrf Royafc ( 73 C* 
UNt-EMU.TROPHViDarbyStomiVfMan- 
chuterGtanta (za(|; Peugeot BuMb Birm- 
taghBiri v Converse Crystal Pataca ( 730 ); 
fTT L&E Worthing Bears v Thames VBloy 

Tigers (BOJ- 
Ice hockey 

BENSON AND HEDGES PLATE Seral-fl- 
nata: Tefad Ttaore v nuafborough Pirates 
(raO); Paisley Pirates v Sough Jets ( 70 ). 
SUPERLEAGUE tyr Scottish Eagles v Bas- 
ingstoke Btoon ( 8301 ; Nottingham Pan- 
there v Newcastle Cobras ( 7 E). 

Other sports 

BOXING: British and Commonwealth bwv- 
tamwndit trttes: F Ampofo (London) v P 
Lloyd faestnere Port, Commonwealth 
champion) (DeenTa LTOsroe Centra 
Chaster). 

DARTS: Wbrtd Championship (Bogrt- 
or Regis). 

SNOOKER: Bournemouth Grand Prix 
(Bournemouth). 

TENNIS: Maureen Conm*y Trophy: GB 
womer* U -21 v USA womarfe U^I (Man- 
chester); Girobank Tbur event (burton). 

TOMORROW 

Football 
aoutfare stated 

UEAGUE OF WALES: Cormahi* Quay vln- 
tor Cehlo-Tol ( 23 D) 

RAI NATIONAL LEAGUE PremtarOMNon: 

Bohemians v Shtaboune ( 3 . 15 ). 

Rugby Union 

TOUR HATCH: Rsctarth Presidents ) vTbn- 
ga ( 230 ) 

SRU IHTFH QISTTUCT CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Edtaburgh v Caledonia peg (at Invorioah) 
ALLIED DUNBAR Premiership Our Bns- 
MvNortt ia n p atr>gffl;LcndonhdiyWtop 3 
; r I m ve mn i fl v f teh mand pfl); Seracans 

m 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier Cannock v 
Baetaon P 30 ); DoncestarvBariordTigare 
( 2 X 9 ; Old Loughtonians v GiBdtonf ( 13 C 5 ; 
Mhg v CantertJisy ( 2 D); Southg^ *EaA 
QtWtBaJ VOf, TodcSr igts- v Houtsfcuf ( 230 ) 
Fits t Dtetoton: Bromby v SI AB»ns ( 10 ); 
Gloucester Cfty v Rrebrands ( 130 ): Harip- 
s»ad ft W estmi nster v ■ Cheteahrej itajq: 
Hariaston Mtaaptas vOdbrd Hm*sj20l: «?- 
varrt v Brooffinds; ( 2 i 9 ; lacs v HJ ( 
Lewes v Inclan Gymkhana n 30 ): 
borough Students v Suenarts 
Ghemd v Bourrwle pSO): Steupi 
ford IMverefiy ( 23 t 9 ;fertagton v Suteon 


Basketball 

avhtew- 

London 

LMpadsv Exkte 'London Towns (B 30 ). 
UN)-ball trophy. Manchester Gterte v 
Sheffield Sharks (& 3 Cft 

Ice hockey 

BENSON AND HEDGES PLATE BanM- 
nate Prostkarough Piste* vTMort 7 IgBrs 

(SSL 

SUPSUEAGU&SwrtrtdSaKiorevBaB- 

kiosUe Btavt B 30 ); Bradens* Bees v Mo 
K Stormf 60 ); CanfiM Devte v 
AlMcatate Cobras P 9 . 

Other sports 

DARTS: Vlerid Pairs Champtanshp (Bog> 

orftH?sL 

SNOOKER: Bournemouth Grand Prat 
(Bournemouth) 


Nationwide League 
First Division 

ft Bta re i g iam » Oxfctrd — 

B BraUfonl v Creww — 

10 HudoatsfleU v Portsmoutn. — 

11 ipnrieh v Buy ... 

12 MkJUMbto v Pofl Vbte 

13 SBxkput « HUVaa ... 

1 * seta * Sunckrtn-rt 

IS Swtadon v Nonrtch 

1 C Tranmere v Ctwriton — — — - 
17 WBAvShe(fltadUtd 

Second Division 

18 Eristd R v BWCkpooi 

iBBumfayvB u ure m o u th 

SO ChaaerfieU v Wycombe 

*i HjTOqri y ten th an paw. 

22 C teqhem v Plymouth 

23 GTOnehy v WadCfd 

MUaan vSTOndcnt 

ZSMtaml vWIgsn 

28 Preston v Wraodwcn 

27 Southend w Oktam 

38 VMsal v Bnstd Cty 

aMtnkCRyvCwteta 

Third Division 

30 Canfff v HBritapod — . 

31 Cheoer v ttecctasMd 

32 Crater v SewtfhQrps 

33 PkSw Brieynon 

3 « L Orient w CotchestBT 

35 Unccte v Daringair 

36 tfernfitad v Bar-n 

37 Nora Co v OamUdge 

38 PMerbcrougfi v -foniroy 

39 nocMds v Rothenwm 

- Shrewsbury vScwtMTO 

BBS’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Mtcv St Johnsons 

41 DuidMUtedv Rangare — 

42 Ktmamock v Hteenten 

43 MattwwsB y tamfcran 

First Divteion 

44 FoMrk v Duidu 

45 Morton »Ayr 

46 PartlcJ. - HsnSton 

47 RqMi » Sl • -g Alton 

40 $t K iu.i v Air+io 

Second CHvisioi> 

48 Bracto V Forfar 

- Oyde v Qydsbanh 

- Eo*t Fite v awomsss Car 

- LMngatonvStcnhounnvA'- — 

- Queen of South v Stranraer — 

Third Division 

- Ateten vCkreerta Park 

- Alon v East String 

- Mrooth y Ucnmse 

- Duntearlon v Barwk* 

- ftossCovComdonhaalft— 

fbmorraw 

FACarBng Premiership 

Arasnd v Aston Via ( 40 ) 

Baton vChefssapfl 

First Division 

QPR «Mend»ster Clfy (UJ 


Who is the greatest footballer of all time? 
Now you can help us choose. Because Eng- 
land, the home of the world's greatest sport, 
is about to become the permanent venue for 
the International Football HaQ Of Fame, 
backed tty the Independent and the Profes- 
sional Footballers’ Association. And we 
need you to decide which of the game’s he- 
roes should be first to be inducted. 

Over the next few weeks with your help, 
we will pick the best 25 of all time to be in- 
augurated in November in the official Hall 
Of Fame, lb qualify, your pick must have 
played for his country and have retired for 
three years. 

So get voting now. What we need you to 
do is Dominate up to four players for elec- 
tion to the Flail Of Rune. Simply follow the 
instructions on the right. 

Internet: You can also cast your vote on 
the Internet at wwjspoitmg-life.com. 

This is bow h aU works. 

•A player of any nationality can be elected. 
He must have been retired for three years 
and have gained a fell cap. Aityone can make 
up to four nominations. 

• A Domination must be sent to the 
International Football Hall Of Fame on an 
Official Voting Form, by telephone to a reg- 
istered number, or via the Internet. 

• Mating ends on Sunday November 9, 1997. 
The five players with most nominations wfll 
automatically be elected. 

•A Selection Committee made up of sev- 
en retired players from different countries, 
with a chairman from the PFA, will draw 
up a short fist of 60 players from those who 
receive most voles. This list is given to a pan- 
el of football journalists, chaired by the Mir- 
ror’s Harry Harris. Each will choose a top 
20. The 20 players who receive most votes 
will be elected. 


YOUR VOTE COUNTS 
make sure you use it! 

I HallofFamers 


Who is the greatest? 


BY.VgPS 

Name 

I 


Country 


t.'*- ■'ras — -iV'C 
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When selecting your play- 
ers for the International 
Hall of Fame, you have 
the chance to make 
FOUR votes and four 
votes ONLY. Remember 
your votes count, as the 
top five players overall 
from all the votes received 
will automatically go into 
The Hall of Fame. 

In the table below, we 
have listed 250 players 
who could all be in con- 
tention. To make your se- 


CtfflE PLAYER 
GMIXEEPERS 
33' Sanlon Banks 
303: Joel Bos 
m Mode Cartnp 
305' RayCtamence 
3QG RtefQasayw 
jar. Rax 

309. Harry Sragp 
330. PatJaringi 
* 233 - JackKdsw 

-934. Sapp Mater 

Jean-Marie Pfaft 
'336. FranCsok Platofa 
-337 ttaald ScTOmactw 
aw sprite# 

33% Frank SwR 
M LwYasNn 
' 3 W Rfcanto Zamora 
■344 DtaoZofl 
:--V DffEMJERS 
CariosAberto 
403. LuffllAtemandi 
W Manuel Amoras 
Array AimfieU 
im nae Aupnteter 

40T Karin Batata 
'406' Free sackentauer 
m PariBraftn 
430 ' ItaryBMtiier 
'■naa* Roger ByTO 
43* Arinnki CttoH 
A3S: Camacflo 
JackCharton 
■wr, HaaorOmpita 
Geoga Cohen 
,439 StenCuls 
■ytr GbCMD FaccMU 
#a; Tomrey fiommefl 
Onto Gam 
44R Eric Gants 
Aten Hansen 
Edria Hapgood 
EmaHappri 
. _ EnKynHuoiKW 
■4 . K Norm® Hunter 
Junior 
RuwtKnl 

J BE Uortan Qtean 
Daniel Passarefia 
All Ramsay 
Kaniy Sanson 


lection, all you have to do 
is select your choice of up 
to four players. If you 
wish you may select only 
one, but FOUR is the 
maximum. Select up to 
four players, noting down 
their code numbers and 
then call 0930 565 996. 

First of all, you will be 
asked to carry out a quick 
test to determine what 
type of phone you have. 
You will then be directed 
to enter your chosen play- 


er codes. At the end of the 
call, you will Be asked to 
leave your name and ad- 
dress. Your votes will be 
registered against your 
name. 

VOTE NOW on: 0930 
565 996 or use the form on 
the left and send it to: The 
Independent, Hall of 
Fame, PO Box 6927, Lon- 
don E3 3NZ. Postal en- 
tries must be received by 
November 8. 

If you experience prob- 


lems voting, call our 
helpline: 0990 800 283. 
You cannot register your 
vote on this line. Vote 
lines close on November 
9, 1997. Republic of Ire- 
land number is 1550 123 
302 flone phones only). 

Calls should last no more 
than two mins. 5 Op per 
minute at all times 
Calls from Republic of 
Ireland cost 58p per 
minute include VAT 


The players 


msfeba 
*8 Matas Thaw 
<63- BotteVegs 
■m] RayYftswi 

• riM Dm* * • 

*t€HL HUy MGrallena 


BMyWitgta 
M JahmyCwy 


DaridOlBay 
31? KLUnrSdartnoer 
TOSS HI Shafts 
479 . Many Kate 
S-T MDRELDERS 
&3 Dssta ArtQes 


Patrick Bguteton 
J*n Baxter 
Gobi Bat 

Damy BtaacMoMr 
. .. RatarBonM 

-jag 6lzinpteraBoripert 
Uam Brady 

;636- Hans Raw Briagal 
]SW liwn Brodi/ifl 
: — Jan Caateoms 

SobOy Ctafion 

‘p® Mario CoUca 
'6W' BnanCord 
>0^F Dare Cooper 

\m RaCrami 

Bit JtianCruyK 
'ffiS Tony Cmie 

m®- karimien Deyna 

Dai 

‘J® Duncan Eriwrds 
^8 ffotarto Rdcao 
0 »" Luts Femarate 
Gory Fmds 
DeRaoriJoGanmi 
/M Garson 
Johny 60as 
Lean AWnSta»» 
BenpeGrtsm 
JomiHsBan 
Xfc RayKtemedy 
J» Paw Lorimer 
Dm Kadoy 
Joflltenar 
Arnold Mutien 


Erast Omfak 

Marts Peters 
McMPbM 
VssHyRats 


Reborte Rhelao 
B wnd Mwstar 

StyMT” 

JaanTlgana 
Jotga Vtadsno 
nomvVKBrtrofl 
way /if Keriduff 
Meter 

Terry Ybrath 
RanRomrs 
AriHaan 


BayBramw 
m£. Ate James 
.TO 1 Marian Masny 
TDK Jtasny UcHriiy 
•3SL joqja Saraettgi 
-•fej FORWARDS 
smtf. ArokeAbegglaa 
aUSi Ariernir 
SO*; JosaAgns 
‘ttft Plorian Atbarl 
trarAldnacti 

S0O- Savg’Asparutfwv 
Bstr.MAsde 
655 CffllBasdn 
BM.fgcrBefanw 

SSKft. 

SteteUs 

RaUh Carter 
Cates Casrty 

JotoCteries 

Matte mints 
Alan date 
RteCowws 

2 htaiCzteor 

$*£** 
Atudoifl Stefan 
DenkOougon 
DraganDalc 


Tram Francis 


England 

Entfrad 

Bdgkra 

Ptaii 

Hungary 

Scotland 

England 

Spate 

NfreUnri 

Ydgostevta 

Danmark 

Rorugd 


fiuiWta 
Ranrisco Goto 
Clwfe George 
Andyteiy 
Foocosco Grariad 
Antny Dream 
GunrurGren 
Berturt Hamptf 

VJhwmj > liMwwttif ra, 

xmy nancoac 
Johnny Haynes 
WHeHanlBsan 


Good Hast 
tommy Hrtcttwt 
. Jakrintm 
JtotmyJohnsteno 
totaKaeffte 


naser MattaKarapu 
i®t SandorKocsis 
-JW Raymond Kopa 
HansKranu 
- 9 W ' Grzegorz Late 
SOS' Dennis Law 
■BBS- Tunwf Lawton 
Wf-. Frauds Lae 
:&» LsonUtt da Stars 
SflK BOyLidcM 
Ate Jackson 
{&■ Amaru Virata 

ft* ! Amancto 
JoseAugusto 
TB 5 ; Johnny Rep 
3 S> Gary unskor 
PtareUttarefd 
NatLafthnn 
‘Ste lUsateiMacOadd 
jm vm Mamftm 
Stariey Mtateeas 
.IBS: Sandra Mazafta 
3 » JOntny licSrary 
; 5 « : JtteaefcKRm 

0 ® SanMortBosen 
Mb SsiriMulP 
Zrienek Netada 
_ _ Prior Osgood 
■■m, wnUgrogOrenar 
Pete 

Roger Ptenteni 
State PtoU 
RemhgPorissn 
Frienc Puskas 
HetndRahn 
cyAeRegh 

n it 1 i-ii 

moum mfsxmwm 
John Rtefanis 
UdglRtra 
GtanfRhen 
Pato Rossi 
K-H Rumma Jgge 
JhanASCftWite 
Uwe Sealer 
fagrateSteiarac 
LenShadWan 
Mdta Sknontan 
ASaiStennsen 
Ague Steratsson 
firart Sttoteten 
Joactam Strakte 
Tomro Tayiur 
Tostao 

Margo van Baser 
Raton Td •as 
5 S 7 - EnMnVMtenbergii 
:«B Vtea 

-gag Norman Wtateskte 
aaa EneWUnousM 
993 Dennis Wtotaw 
594 Frank WtorWogan 
m Maria Zsgate 
987 aro 
«96 Roger Hn 
sea Rodney M*tfi 


Germany 

ttgutaria 

Errand 

USSR 

Deranark 

Sweden 

&B 

EGennany 

England 

Brad 

Htfland 


l 
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Rover returning to 
Dublin to with an 
all-round education 


jeff Kenna returned to 
Ireland yesterday as the 
Republic began 
preparing for 
Wednesday's World Cup 

play-off first leg against 

Belgium at Lansdowne 
Road. The Blackburn 
Rovers defender freely 
admits he is not the 

most ‘flamboyant* of 
players but few have 
been as involved in Mick 
McCarthy’s rebuilding. 

Before flying back to 
his Dublin birthplace to 
prepare for the big game 
he talked about Ireland 
and the new regime at 
Ewood Park. 


Had I known I would never have 
asked the question, but Td ar- 
rived at Blackburn Rovers' 
Brockhall training complex after 
Jeff Kenna and I did not know. 

Our interview was winding 
down and we were discussing 
more general topics than 
Wednesday's World Cup play- 
off and the Rovers’ revival un- 
der Roy Hodgson. We moved 
on to the belief among some 
managers than it is becoming 
increasingly hard to motivate 
players because they are so well 
paid. “There's this image," I 
said, in all innocence, “of foot- 
ballers driving around in 
Borsches and all that." Kenna 
never flickered as he defended 
the modem footballer, invok- 
ing personal ambition and 
pride of achievement as his 
leading witnesses. 

A few minutes later we fin- 
ished the interview and Kenna, 
■pausing to disrupt a pool match 
on Brockhall's blue baize tables 
between Tun Flowers and Chris 
Coleman, escorted the pho- 
tographer and myself back to 
the car park. After Kenna left 
us to prepare for training the 
photographer turned and said: 
“Great question about the 
Pbischc - by the way, that's his 
car." I followed his gaze, to a 
gleaming, metallic, midnight- 
blue Porsche. 

Honestly Jell, I wasn't think- 
ing of you. Such is Kenna' s low 
profile, as a footballer and a per- 
sonality, it was a surprise to find 
him driving a Porsche. As a foot- 
baller he is, in his own descrip- 
tion, “not flamboyant, just a 
lowly full-back who does his 

job". As a man he is married and 
appears, on brief acquai n ta n ce, 
to be polite and pleasant, some- 
one who does not mention an 
agent when you request an in- 
terview and who seems pleased 
that Rovers train in the after- 


noon as well in the morning un- 
der Hodgson as it legitmnses his 
profession. “IFsUke a proper job 
with proper hours now,” he 
said. If not quite \fotvo man - 
be is a Ptemiershipfbotballer af- 
ter all - he appears more Rover, 

perhaps Land Rover man. 

Today he is not driving any- 
thing, just hitching a ride on 
Mick McCarthy’s World Cup 
bandwagon which is picking up 
a nice head of steam in advance 
of Wednesday’s Dublin date 
with Belgium. 

Though the 27-year-old 
Blackburn defender was in at the 
end of Jack Charlton's reign, his 
mix of flexibility, ball-playing and 
industriousness typifies the new 
Ireland under McCarthy. Only 
Alan McLougblin has played 
more football in McCarthy’s 
19 games in charge - a statistic 
Kenna greeted with surprise 
and enthusiasm. 

The first six of his 20 caps 
were won under Chariton. “He 
was great even if he didn't 
know my name at first — he just 
called me fyer man’. Every- 
body knew their job with him, 
there were no shades of grey 
and you knew what to do in cer- 
tain situations— he told you so.” 

Kenna’s last match under 
Char lton was the Euro V6 play- 


BY GLENN 
MOORE 


off with the Dutch at Anfield 
which Ireland lost 2-0. “1 imag- 
ine Wednesday will be similar, ” 
Kenna said. “It is like a cup-tie 
over two legs and the atmos- 
phere will be electric in Dublin. 
It means a lot to the fans, 
they’ve got a taste for travelling 
to these competitions now and 
they love it France isn’t too far 
to go and they'll have been 
putting a bit aside, stopped 
hav ing that extra pint in the pub. 

“The Dutch game was real- 
ly awe-inspiring, to be involved 
in a game of that magnitude so 
early in my international career 
was fantastic. Being a foot- 
baller is all about playing those 
sort of games.” 

Though a right-back by 
choice, Kenna has played all over 
for the Republic. With Denis Ir- 
win. Gary Kelly, Steve Staunton, 
Kenny Cunningham, Ttrry Phe- 
lan and Curtis Fleming provid- 
ing full-back competition, his 
versatility has come in handy. 

“It can be a double-edged 
sword but, given the competi- 
tion it has probably been a 
benefit,” he said. “When Mick 
first took over I played on the 
left side of three centre-backs, 


then it was left wing-back, right 
wing-back and midfield. He 
was probably trying to find a po- 
sition for me. Tm now pre- 
dominantly a right-back, but it 
was a good education. You get 
to appreciate different posi- 
tions and develop your game." 

“He’s been terrific for us," 
McCarthy said. “He played in 
midfield for Jack and for me 
and elsewhere. He’d go up 
front or play in the nets if you 
asked him, he’s that sort of lad, 
very accommodating. He’s giv- 
en a lot to us and it means alot 
to him to play for us.” 

Kenna has also spent a lot 
of time on the left flank at 
Blackburn, with Graeme Le 
Saux first being injured then 
moving on. Last Saturday be 
was back at right-back, the 
position he made his name in 
with Southampton. Having first 
become involved with the dub 
at the age of 12, travelling 
over from his Dublin home 
during school holidays, he 
came through Dave. Merring- 
ton’s youth team alongside 
Alan Shearer, Neil Maddison 
and Jason Dodd. Then in 
March 1995, eight months into 
his fourth successive relegation 
battle, he was whisked away for 
£1.5m to Premiership leaders 
Blackburn. 

“It was a tidal wave of emo- 
tion,” be recalled. “One week 
we were up and flying, the next 
we were losing and Manchester 
United were winning. I don’t 
know what I felt, I was just all 
over the place. My feet never 
touched the ground. I found the 
pressure at the top of the league 
a lot more intense^ than at the 
bottom. At that stage it was a 
case of getting over the line." 

He missed qualifying for a 
medal by one game, but “the 
dub were kind enough to get 
one for me". Then came dis- 
appointment. “You like to think 
when you move on you are bet- 
tering yourself, that you’ll be 
challenging for honours. Win- 
ning the title was fantastic but 
we then had two mediocre sea- 
sons by comparison. Last sea- 
son was all too famil iar. 

“This season there is a buzz 
about the place, we began well 
and are trying to m ain ta in it. A 
lot of football is about confi- 
dence. Last year if we got a goal 

we would think ‘can we hang 
on?’ Now we think *we can win 
this'. Ws were looking for draws 
last year, now we go out for 
wins." 

Since the squad, said Kenna. 
is “more or less the same as last 
year" the difference would ap- 
pear to be the new manager, 
Roy Hodgson. Kenna has 
played under nine managers so 
it is quite significant when he 
says of the latest “he is totally 



job with proper hours- under Btackbum-s new manager Roy Hodgson 


different to anything I’ve ex- 
perienced before". 

This is partly practical, the 
pasta diet and the Italian fitness 
coach with the 30-minute warm- 
ups and 20-minute warm- 
downs, and partly mental. “He 
has that Italian mentality, you 
don’t have to win games four or 
five-niL You don't get extra 
points for winning by four goals. 


Get one goal and if you don’t 
concede you win. He is trying 
to instill that in the team." 

This may sound boring to 
watch, but Kenna adds: “We are 
also trying to play through raid- 
field more now, instead of get- 
ting it up to the front men and 
playing from there. It's still clas- 
sic +4-2 but we try to pass more. 

“We're not too far off the 


championship side. If you take 
Shearer out of any team it is 
bound to be a big loss, but Sul- 
ty's [Chris Sutton) up there 
now. He's got to lake on his 
mantle and become a great 
player in his own right." 

While his Blackburn team- 
mates are at Newcastle today 
Kenna will be in Kildare, train- 
ing with his Irish colleagues, or 


curled up in his hotel room with 
a book (“I tend not to read them 
around the dub - the lads rip 
the last chapter out") and fol- 
lowing the scores. 

Then it is Dublin on 
Wednesday, a chance to set Ire- 
land's new generation on the 
road to France and to reflect on 
his own progress. When we 
discussed commitment, and the 


Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


alleged lack of it in some play- 
ers, the Porsche-driving Kenna 
was far too polite to talk about 
others but said of himself: “I’ve 
worked veiy hard to get in this 
position, to get the rewards, and 
I want to keep the standard up. 
You can't afford to let yourself 
go, someone else might get 
your jersey and I’ve still got a 
lot to achieve." 


Boom time for the games boot-room God squad 


Chris Evans was surely 
stretching the point to claim, 
as he did Last week in his new 
Virgin Radio breakfast show, 
that football is the new religion 
- on the basis that most games 
are now played on Sky, that 
Southampton are called the 
Saints, that Newcastle play in 
the colours of a nun's habit 
and that West Ham's midfield 
is bossed (intermittently) by 
Ian Bishop. 

To stretch it further he 
might have added that Stock- 
port's attack is led by an An- 
gel! (Brett), that a Canon 
once sponsored the Football 
League, and that an Archdea- 
con (Owen) was ever-present 
for Carlisle last season. 

But Evans was being flip- 
pant. In fact the link between 
football and religion stems 
mainly from their common 
vernacular - fans worship, 
while managers pray for a re- 
sult and hope someone up 
there is smiling on them. 

However, the fact remains 
that more people watch Sky's 
Sunday football offering than 
make an offering themselves 
in church on a Sunday - and 
that’s despite Sky only being 
av ailab le to just over a quar- 
ter of the population. 

It can’t be a statistic that 
pleases the 55 chaplains affil- 
iated to Football League 


clubs, even if the majority of 
them are, er, disciples of the 
game themselves. 

The Rev Gary Piper, for ex- 
ample, has followed Fulham 
fan since boyhood; it was a 
proverbial dream come true 
when he became the club’s 
chaplain seven years ago. He 
still wants them to win as 
much as the next fan, but for 
reasons that are now more 
professional than personal. 

West Ham’s chaplain, the 
Rev Ehvin Cockett , is a West 
Ham season ticket bolder and 
a familiar sight riding around 
the East End on his daret Hon- 
da 650cc, while the Rev Nigel 
Sands is in his 24th year as Crys- 
tal Palace's chaplain and has 
written seven club histories. 

The Rev John Boyers, 
meanwhile, is a Grimsby Tfown 

fan at heart, but admits to hav- 
ing a soft spot for Manchester 
United. But Boyers actually has 
an excuse for this allegiance 
since he’s the chaplain at Old 
Traffbrd as well as being head 
of the registered charity Score 
(Sports Chaplaincy Offering 
Resources And Encourage- 
ment), an organisation which 
matches clergymen to clubs 
where their role is to offer 
“spiritual input, to listen and 
help the people connected 
with the dubs when needed". 

Hard though it may be to 



OLIVIA 

BLAIR 
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imagine clergymen spreading 
the word to players whose ex- 
tra-curricular activities more 
usually involve cues than pews, 
club chaplains are becoming 
increasingly commonplace. 
(Don Revie was the first man- 
ager to appoint a chaplain at 
Leeds in the 1960s; when Boy- 
ers became Watford’s chaplain 
in the 1970s they numbered 
just three.). 

Piper, who writes a column 
in Fulham’s programme on ex- 
players entitled “Missing 
Flock", claims that “players 
are still human beings with 
spiritual dimensions who are 
aware of their vulnerability" - 


Part of his remil is to act as a 
“shoulder to ay on- although 
they might not like that ter- 
minology" - to players left on 
the sidelines through injury. 

But don’t imagine that 
chaplains mingle with players 
and fans clad in their Sunday 
best, bible in one hand and col- 
lection box in the other. Their 
work is as unseen but as com- 
mitted off the pitch as, say, 
David Batty’s is on it, which, 
according to the QPR chap- 
lain, Robert de Berry, is vital. 

He says being at the fringe 
is “a blessing, since there arc 
enough egos that need polish- 
ing already. In many cases 
you’re dealing with quite lim- 
ited people elevated to this ex- 
traordinary status. Fart of my 
challenge is to inject a tittle 
thoughtfulness into their lives”. 

Such a philosophy must be 
working if even Andy Cole ad- 
mits that reading the Bible 

helped him at United. 

Generally, a dub chaplain's 
daily tasks might range from 
counselling an insecure YTS 
youngster to scattering a de- 
ceased fan’s ashes on the pitch. 

However, what to some 
fans is the ultimate act of wor- 
ship - getting married on the 
pitch -Is stffl illegal (by law you 
must have a roof overyour bead 
when you tie the toot). Bull 
maybe the “death do us pan" 


bit is inappropriate to footbalL 
anyway. At MillwalL a Garden 
of Remembrance caters for 
the increasing number of fans 
preferring their ashes to he scat- 
tered at the site of their hap- 
piest (or not so happiest) 
memories rather than next to 
their nearest and dearest. 

This is a new spin on Bill 
Shanldy’s quote (you know the 
one) and it's already caught on 
in Europe. When Ajax moved 
to their new Amsterdam Are- 
na they donated turf from 
the old De Meer stadium to 
the city's cemetery where cre- 
mators created a miniature 
pitch for fans' ashes, complete 
with the original dugoul. 

In Germany, fans can now 
be buried in coffins designed in 
their club's colours. It can’t be 
long before Premier League 
chairmen catch on to such a 
commercial opportunity. 

But the biggest link English 
football has with things theo- 
logical remains those clubs 
who started life as church 
teams, among them Fulham 
(St Andrew's), Everton (St 
Domingo), Southampton (St 
Mary's) and - Wolves (St 
Luke's. Blakenhall). 

Fulham seem to have had 
their prayers answered (albeit 
bv Mohamed A1 Fayed). How 
the rest could do with some di- 
vine intervention. 


FAN’S EYE VIEW 

NO 229 TELETEXT BY DAVID RIVERS 


Never mind “true supporters" 
lording it over their couch- 
potato rivals, what aboul 
those of us who would go to 
watch our favourite team, but 
have been forced to live on the 
other side of the country? 

Mysteriously, my family 
refuse to enter into negotia- 
tions regarding the perfectly 
plausible ruse of disappear- 
ing every Saturday to make 
a 400-mile round trip to the 
leafy lanes of Hertfordshire 
to watch Watford. 

For us. it is Teletext or 
nothing. In my case, “nothing" 
could be substituted with an 

afternoon at Elland Road, or 
York City, but one can't just 
go changing allegiance at the 
drop of a hat. No. on Satur- 
day afternoons, I am with the 
Hornets in spirit, staring at a 
blue television screen, chant- 
ing various mantras (“come 
on you 'oms"), willing a goal 
to appear. 

It is not easy in produce the 
right conditions for such a spir- 
itual experience. One has to 
fight off various unwelcome 
spirits, which invade in the 
form of family members 
seemingly determined to spoil 
one’s afternoon. 

Notoriously non-s.pi »rring. 
they look with disdain at the 
screen and make groaning 


noises. You have lo be mer- 
cenary. My J I -year-old son 
who treats any sporting oc- 
casion with grave suspicion 
wafts u new video under my 
nose. 

There are tears in the 
kitchen. (“Dad won't lei me 
watch it"). The inevitable 
kangaroo court follows. I am 
found guilty, but my earnest 
plea in defence, (“they'll go 
top if they win this. It's a mile- 
stone. Yes I’ll mop the 
kitchen floor as soon as it's 
Finished") earns me a stay of 
execution. If only Whrford's 
was as watertight that after- 
noon. 

Once I was forced to 
abandon the Teletext in re- 
sponse to my partner's urgent 
cry from the kitchen. Ex- 
pecting a nasty cut from the 
tin-opener at Lhe very least 
i was hardly nullified to find 
the object of the drama was 
a bird she had spied in the 

garden. 

*1 think its a Blackcap," 
she hissed. “Keep still." I lat- 
er discovered it was at that 
precise moment uhe 72nd 
minute) that York City 
scored against us. [ will always 
attribute that carelessly con* 
ceded goal to the fact'] had 
abandoned the cause, and my 
lack of dedication had been 


punished I had after all been 
successfully helping the lads 
t< > keep a dean sheet through 
sheer willpower. I dedded to 
rethink my plan lo join the 
RSPB. 

Worse, my spot of or- 
nithology had cost me not 
only my seat but the channel 
had been changed with the 
teenager holding the handset 
in a rather unnecessarily cov- 
etous manner. I was allowed 
a peek at the score... we 
were losing to a goal scored 
by someone called Tolson. 

“It's a foreign visitor," my 
wife shouted from the 
kitchen. At least she was 
wrong on that point. Tolson 
sounded if not Yorkshire 
definitely not Italian either. 

On Teletext, spectating is 
much, much harder. In your 
mind there are 1 1 heroes out 
there strutting their stuff. 
You imagine them all but 
overrunning the opposition in 
front of a purring crowd 

The only problem is. its 
now 3.30 and they have not 
scored Is Ceefax guilty of not 
.keeping up with the play? 

ITV has the same score. 
1 decide they’re more likely 
lo score on BBC s Ceefax and 

resume page 307. They have 

not. \ork City have. You are 
speechless. 


t- 
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Soft line by 
the imperial 
old boys' dub 


c 


The Commonwealth 
summit opened 
yesterday with fanfares 
and triumphal speeches 
and boasts about its 
modernity. But Steve 
Crawshow in Edinburgh 
found the organisation is 
still reluctant to confront 
member-states which 
breach its own code on 
human rights. 


Chief Emeka Anyaoku, secre- 
tary-general of the Common- 
wealth, called for the outcome 
of the summit to be ooe of “con- 
fidence and hope", and for 
“advancement in conditions of 
freedom, peace and harmony”. 

Officials confirmed that, al- 
though the Queen will keep her 
post as symbolic head of the 
Commonwealth, Prince Charles 
or his son William wiD not nec- 
essarily ioherit the job. Sir 
Humphrey Maud, deputy sec- 
retary-general of the Com- 
monwealth, emphasised that 
there is no constitutional bar to 
change. “A rotating head, a 
British head, a non-British 
head, no head at all -you fill in 
the blanks". 

Mr Anyaoku talked of the 
Queen, who for the first time 
spoke at a summit opening, as 
“the steadying hand which has 
helped the Commonwealth 
through some particularly test- 
ing times”. No successor would 
be perceived in the same way. 

Nigeria, indignant at being 
criticised for its record on hu- 
man rights, has dangled the 
^ threat in recent days that it 

‘ might leave the Common- 
wealth. As one commentator 
noted: "They’ve adapted Grou- 
cho Marx The line seems to be: 
T will resign from any club 
that hasn't got the guts to throw 
me out’." It was unclear 
whether the threat to walk out 
was mere bluff. A summons for 
diplomats in Nigeria yester- 
day, at which it was rumoured 
that it would announce a walk- 
out, was cancelled at the last 
moment, just as a similar sum- 
mons bad been cancelled the 
previous day. 

- The ministerial group which 

has met for the past two years 


failed to call for Nigeria's ex- 
pulsion, despite a resolution at 
the last Commonwealth summit 
that expulsion would follow 
unless there was “demonstrable 
progress" towards democracy. 

Tim Commonwealth has not 

even signed up for the limited 
package of sanctions that the 
European Union agreed last 
year, including visa restrictions 
for members of the government 
and a ban on arms sales. The- 
oretically, an oQ embargo re- 
mains a possibility, somewhere 
down tin; line. But past experi- 
ence suggests the Common- 
wealth would shy away from this 
“robust set of sanctions” like a 
bolting horse. 

Nigerian rights activists were 
furious at wbat they S3w as a col- 
lective cop-ouL A joint state- 
ment talked of “emasculated 
principles" and complained: 
“The Commonwealth has told 
the whole world, in unmistak- 
able terms, that absolutely no 
value Is to be placed on its 
word". Signatories of the op- 
ponents of the regime - includ- 
ing the Nobel prize-winning 
writer Wole Soyinka, and Ken 
Wiwa, son of the executed ac- 
tivist Ken Saro-Wiwa - said: 
“The Commonwealth can only 
be relevant to the citizens of its 
member-nations if it puts their 
interest before that of unde- 
mocratic and authoritarian 
structures of power." 

As is traditional, none of 
these arguments could be beard 
on the stage of the s ummit it- 
self where afl was sweetness and 
light. Government leaders were 
keen to play down all areas of 
disagreement. The Indian 
Prime Minister, IK Gujral, in- 
sisted there were no problems 
between Britain and India, de- 
spite the problems of the recent 
royal tour and the offence 
caused by Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook's comments ;pn 
Kashmir. 

The Prime Minister’s only 
criticism of Mr Cook was 
oblique and he insisted there 
were no hard feelings about Mr 
Cook’s comments, or about 
comments by the Duke of Ed- 
inburgh which downplayed the 
massacre at Amritsar. “We’ve 
learned to take things in our 
stride. India's a large country, 
and very tolerant Let's leave it 
at that," he said. 






Queen@show. 


New Britain, New Fun. That was the host government’s mes- 
sage to the Commonwealth leaders. 

As the summit opened, the Queen and the assembled 
presidents and prime ministers were treated to a video show 
entitled “A Young Country" (to be precise: “www.a young 
country@britain.gav’'.) This glossy corporate video provid- 
ed a new look for the new mriiennhim. Out went biscuit tin 
images of thatched cottages and Changing of the Guard. In 
came modem graphics and spinning compact discs. 

Tony Blair said: “As you have just seen, this is a time of 
renewal and redefinition -- for Britain and, I believe, for the 
Commonwealth." He insisted: “The Britain of the elite is 
ewer.” 

The Queen also declared her support for the New Britain 
line. In a text authorised by Downing Street, she, loo, re- 
ferred to the video. “When we arrived, we saw some film 
which I hope explained why we were so keen to host this 
meeting here in the United Kingdom " she said. 

Yet she looked vaguely disconcerted when listening 
to the souped-up version of the national anthem, which sound- 
ed as though it had been produced by synthesiser. 






Cherfe Blair and Bumni 
Anyaoku, wife of the 
Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, with a 
pipe band during a visit to 
a 'family festival' on the 
-first day of the. 
heads-ofgavemment 
m e eting in Edinburgh. 

• Photograph: PA 
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Villeneuve 

confident he 
has power 
to take pole 


There were certainly no 
clues as to the * 
outcome of Sunday's 
much-anticipated climax 
to the Formula One 
championship in practice 
at Jerez yesterday. 

But as David Tremayne 
reports from Spain, it 
was the drivers using 
Bridgestone tyres who 
set the early pace. 


Bridgestone's runners threw a 
spanner into the works of the 
carefully orchestrated Sctau- 
macher v Villeneuve shootout 
here yesterday, as Olivier Pa- 
nis. Damon Hill and Rubens 
Barrichello took three of the 
top four placings after initial 
practice. 

It was a promising showing 
by ihe Japanese tyre manufac- 
turer, which hopes to end its first 
season in the upper echelon of 
the sport by securing the maid- 
en victory that eluded Hill in 
Hungary in August. 

But Michael Schumacher, 
who was only ninth fastest for 
Ferrari, was not perturbed, for 
Friday's practice times tradi- 
tionally mean little. Many dri- 
vers use the day simply to set up 
their car for qualifying on Sat- 
urday, or often for the race it- 
self. 

“That’s exactly what we 
concentrated on today." Schu- 
macher said. "The car gener- 
ally feels good in race trim, so 
I am quite happy. Today's po- 
sition really means nothing as 
I used only one set of tyres, 
while the other front-runners 
either used new tyres or went 
out late when there was rubber 
on the track, which improved 

grip-" 


Jacques Villeneuve finished 
the day third, despite going off 
the track at one stage during the 
morning. “I feel very good with 
how the sessions have gone to- 
day," the Canadian said. “Usu- 
ally we have not been so quick 
during the Friday practices, but 
here in Jerez our homework has 
come together welL It is very im- 
portant to be at the front of the 
starting grid on this circuit, be- 
cause the tyres are likely to go 
off quickly. Also since it's a very 
difficult circuit on which to 
overtake." 

Schumacher holds a one- 
point lead over Villeneuve, 
which means that whichever of 
them wins the race will take the 
championship. Ferrari may go 
to the line tomorrow running a 
new differential and revised 
dampers, following further test 
work undertaken since Schu- 
macher's victory in Japan, 
where Villeneuve raced under 
appeal against his one-race ban 
for yet another infringement of 
the yellow flag rule. 

“We gained a couple of 
tenths at our test track, Fiora- 
no," Schumacher said, “which 
was a surprise because all we 
were expecting was a better feel 
to the car and maybe a better 
balance. Overall, we have seen 
more improvement in the last 
three races than we thought we 
could expect" 

Enough to push him back 
Into the lead which he had lost 
to VUleneuve in the recent 
Luxembourg Grand Prix. But 
part of Ferrari’s recent im- 
provement is also believed to 
have come from a controversial 
front wing which droops at 
high speed, creating greater 
downforce. 

r The Williams team has 
I protested to the FIA. motor- 
sport’s governing body, that 



I. 
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E,es on the pH- HU-. Schuler prepares Wm^if and his Ferrari for victory, and the worh. drivers- —onship, h ^ ** 


the wing is too flexible, and 
asked for a ruling on its legali- 
ty. But policing the rules con- 
cerning rigid aerodynamic 
components is difficult and al- 
though the matter is under in- 
vestigation, the wing remains 
eligible for this crucial race. 

Villeneuve, meanwhile, re- 
mains confident that he can re- 
verse the trend and that 
Schumacher’s luck is about to 


run out “This weekend will be 
afl about qualifying," he said. 
“I'm sure it will be a straight 
figjit between Michael and L but 
1 hope it’s not going to be a case 
of Michael taking me off, like 
we have seen in the past To be 
honest, I think Michael’s had all 
the luck he’s going to have this 
year. And I think he knows it, 
“Our car is very strong, as it 
has been for the last few races. 


It should be pretty good on this 
track because of the combina- 
tion of different comers. There 
are a few tight comers here 
which will not be our cup of tea, 
but there are also a lot of high- 
speed comers, which our car 
likes." 

Panis, however, is confident 
that he can continue to push his 
Prost-Mugeu-Honda to the 
fore. “I had a good feeling with 


the car from the beginning," he 
said. “It looks as if Bridge- 
stone is going to be a precious 
ally for us here in Jerez." 

Villeneuve and Schumacher 
both want a clear track ahead 
of them, and to win from the 
front. The last thing either 
wants is interlopers who might 
complicate the points-scoring 
permutations by getting in the 
way of their mono a mono fight. 


but the indications are that 
things might not be that simple. 

European Grand Pita (Jerez. Spgtn.Sigv 
datfPmctice times: 1 O Pans (FJ) Protf- 
Mugen- Honda Imii 22.735 mc: 2 D HB 
(GB) Anows-’temaha 1:22888; 2JVI- 

teneuw (Can) VWam&flraiJ 1d8g% * 
R Barrtcheto (Brj_Ste*art-Fonl V229W.5 
M Hafcknen [Bn) McLaren- Merce dea 
1 :23CKM; S H-H Frerizen (Ger) 
raufc 12X0*7 JAW (Ft) BenaltenflBnaLK 
i:2317>; 8 D CoUttwd (GB) McLaren-MW- 
cedes 123/WO; 9 M Schumacher (G«1 Fer- 
rari 1:23532; 10 R Schumacher (Ger) 


Photograph: Reuter 


(japan) MnardWtart 1 2432B: IB J Herbert 
rSnrWnd A n niw l OTBhfll^^; 10 M Sato 


tavREnai* 123323: 14 G F&drelaflO Jor- 
dan- Peugeot 124265; 15 U Katayanw 


n3Kul5w0«Wl253Z7; 22 T Marques 
(Br) Mnan^ttrt 126818 

• Pedro Diniz. who partnered 
Damon Hill this season, has 
signed a two-year deal to con- 
tinue driving for Arrows. Brazil- 
ian Diniz, who competes in his 
50th race this weekend, will dri- 
ve with Mika Salo next year. 
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ACROSS 

1 Machine, sort author 
has? (10) 

6 Officer overlooking 
leaseholder’s place 1 41 

9 Deny Detective In- 
spector’s involved in 
arrangement with 
hired Taller (10) 

10 Card holding making 
you pass? (4) 

12 Elements, perhaps, of 
different types you’d 
find in Malvern? (7,5) 

15 Disgusting punter up- 
set about poor nag (9) 

17 The rest of the art 
world? (5) 


DOWN 

1 Parasite identified in a 
very short time (4) 

2 Penultimate ball going 
for six? (4) 

3 Sisters with a job to do ! 

(7,5) ^ . . 

4 Music label featuring m 
German article (5) 

5 Record broken by new 
champion, a wizard (9) 

7 Philistine’s nervous reac- 
tion when wild Istrian 
comes over (10) 

8 Minimises the impor- 
tance of daily prunes 
when one no longer ap- 
pears irregular? ( 10) 


Forgetful Tufnell given suspended ban 


Friday’s solution 


iMiuujia uuiaauiuuu 

a u b a h o HE 

Bn a vi a □ h b 

□hubbbiibu bljuu 

□ U B H U Li 

UEIflHUHU HHBHUU 

□ a L3 HUE 

HDHHI3B UUBHUHU 

H EJ 11 D U U 

HHHUHSUI1E 

|B U U B H B U D 

mnn 

maBuHBElH BUSH 


Last Saturday’s solution 


BUH1HUU UUHUUH 

□ BUB H ho 

□BUBUUUB HUBBUB 
□BHHUHUEJUUmEIUHH 

□ a a uj a ej 

EQUU1BUHU UBBEJU 

□ U B 0 
□QBQH UUUBBOBI3 
H U E 13 B B 
□HB12HUU13CJUUHUB13 

□ bhbbhhu 
BUULIUU BBBUUUHU 
a □ a bqbu 
HUEJBU a HUBBUB 


wonu: v- 1 ; . — a * 

18 Box containing oriental 11 An oxymoron, of course 

weapon (5) (5-3-4) 

19 Country almost sub- 13 Rank-and-file cheers, 

sumed within a single giving support to police 
whole? It’s the stuff of informer (5-5) 
fiction (9) 14 Regulation ignored by 

20 Posh car is dazzling, the oyer-seveuUes? (5,5) 

with special window 16 Herald beat a drum, un- 
fitments (6,6) _ usually (9) 

24 Resistant units using .21 Drive that is completed by 

official insignia (41 unq ualjfied. motorist -^p°- 

25 Layer in brickwork go- lice will be involved p) 

ing muddy? (4,6) 22 Agency offering advice 

26 Place for some collec- about nght type or 

tors’ items (4) seafood’. (4) 

27 Bolder plea for reform 23 East River in Maine. It s 

Of what's hopelessly nothing more than a lake 

bad? (10) (4) 

The Qrst fh* correct sobthns to this week’s pmric 

lo SfltmUiy Crossword, P. CJ. Box 4018, Tbe Imteveatent. 

sou, ffimniotten P White, Sandawn; D Kilmer, Horsham; A Bessc, Lon- 
don Wll. 


Philip Tufnell is a 
cricketer who has 
courted controversy as 
Aristotle Onassis once 
courted beautiful women 
- often and not always 
with regard to those 
close to him. Derek Pringle 
was at Lord’s yesterday 
to hear the outcome of 
the spin bowler’s latest 
misdemeanour. 

Philip Tufhell remembered to 
turn up at Lord’s yesterday, 
something he claimed he forgot 
to do at Chelmsford, when he 
failed lo submit a urine sample 
in a random drugs test during 
Middlesex’s last game of the 
season against Essex. 

Normally, such absent- 
mindedness is tantamount lo 
testing positive and is an 
admission of guilt. Under the 
chairmanship of Gerard Elias 
QC, however, the five-man dis- 
ciplinary panel of the England 
and Wales Cricket Board 
accepted the England spinner's 
explanation and Tufnell left 

the hearing with a suspended 
18-month ban, a £1,0QU fine, and 
j £25fl costs. 


As expected when a judge is 
involved, there are conditions 
attached. Although Tufnell will 
be able to tour the West Indies 
with England early next year, 
the first part of the punishment 
- a suspended rather than im- 
posed ban - will only stand pro- 
viding the spinner submits 
himself lo a dope lest of the 
Board's choosing in 1997 and 
1998. and that he does not pro- 
vide a positive sample during 
the period of his suspension. 

Considering cricket’s image 
as upholder of Victorian values, 
it is inevitable that there will he 
those who will fed that Tufnell 
has been fortunate to escape so 
lightly. And that in view of his 
brilliant 1 1 for 93 against Aus- 
tralia in the final Test, some se- 
rious behind the scenes 
lobbying lo ensure his presence 
in the West Indies had gone on. 

More pertinent, though, is 
that having been pan of the 
Sports Council's doping control 
programme since 1985, that 
cricket is noi seen lo be looking 
after one of iis own. It was a 
point Tim Lamb, the ECB’s 
spokesman, but not a panel 


member, was quick to counter. 
"I can assure you,” said Lamb, 
“that each case is treated on its 
merit and that the integrity of 
the dope testing procedure is 
more important than any 
selection for the national side.” 

However, when asked what 
would be done to ensure that 
other players could dol use the 
same excuse - Viv Richards re- 
fused a dope test in 1993 with- 
out censure - he admitted that 
the procedure would have to be 
tightened up, though he felt the 
punishment meted out on 
Tufnell would send a powerful 
message to players. 

Leaving the three-hour 
meeting Tufnell, who has 14 days 
to appeal, had been advised not 
lo comment on the meeting. In- 
stead the ECB issued a state- 
ment pointing out that the 
Middlesex spinner had four 
charges brought against him. 

The first two, which Tufnell 
pleaded guilty lo. included fail- 
ing lake the drug lest and fail- 
ing to follow the procedures of 
the test. The last two, which he 
denied, were the wilful failure 
to provide a specimen and Lhe 


OPuNkIiaI hy Ncwnpipcr Puhlkhing PLC. I Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London 
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deliberate avoidance of the test 
by his early departure from the 
ground. 

Difnell, nicknamed “the • 
Cat”, claimed to have been in 
some discomfort on the day in 
question, some ointment for a 
wasp siing apparently getting 
into his eyes. This was backed 
up by his county captain, Mark 
Ramprakash, who accompa- 
nied Tufhell to the hearing. { 

Like his denial during the •' 
winter, when the proprietors of 
a Christchurch restaurant ac- 
cused him of smoking cannabis 
in a disabled toilet - an allega- 
tion that when investigated by 
the tour manager, John Barclay, 
was found to have no substance 
-TufneU’s version of events has 
again been taken at face value. 

Indeed, the panel's leniency 
was probably swayed by his 
aborted attempt - not many 
bowlers would have much fluid 
on board after two sessions in 
the field - to provide a sample 
in the tea break on the day in 
question. 

Nevertheless, Tufhell can f 
probably count himself fortu- 
nate that he was not given an 
18-month ban as Ed Giddins 
was at this time last year. Here 
is surely a “Cat” with more than 
nine lives. 
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The road to free travel is strewn with flowers 


Collecting Air Miles for 
a “free** trip to Paris can 
mean spending as much 
as £9,000 or less than 
£200, depending on 
which supplier you 
choose. As increasing 
numbers of retailers 
iatch on to punters* 
wanderlust, Paul Slade 
looks heavenwards for 
the best deals 

This week’s return of wintry 
skies across much of the coun- 
try will have set many of us 
pla nnin g next year’s holiday. 
But if you are relying on top- 
ping up your Air Miles to help 
pay for that break, it is worth 
putting some thought into just 
' where you spend your hard- 
earned rash in the meantime. 

Shopping around is not al- 
ways easy, however. This week, 

Cheltenham & Gloucester, the 
home loans arm of Lloyds 
Bank, launched a mortgage 
'which pays 7,000 Air Miles for 
' each full £5,000 you borrow at 
its existing 8,45 per cent vari- 
lable rate. It is virtually impos- 
jsible, however, to make a 
{meaningful comparison with 
[other Air MSes offers, such as 


from Nat West or P<feO 
European Ferries. 

Even the retailers that offer 
Air Miles as an incentive dish 
them out on vastly different 
terms. Each mile yon collect 
can mean spending as little as 
35p or as much as £20. 

lb illustrate this point, we 
have taken two examples. The 
first is a trip to Paris, a very pop- 
ular destination for Air Miles ' 
travellers, and one which re- 
quires 450 miles for the return 


trip. The second is an off-peak 
return trip to New York - 
available until 31 March next 
year and costing 2^00 miles in- 
stead of the usual 6,S00. The 
miles have to be redeemed 
with British Airways, whose 
pre-tax cash prices start at £88 
for a return to Paris and £179 
for a return to New York. 

One of the best retailer 
deals on offer at the moment 
comes from Flying Flowers, 
which delivers bouquets by 


HOW MUCH YOU SPEND FOR YOUR MILES 

Supplier 

Spend per mge 

Rtn to Paris 

RtntoNYht) 

Rykig Rowersh) 

£0.35 

£157 

£1,035 

P&0 European (3 

£0.58 

£261 

£1,682 

LinguaphoneP) 

£0.89 ... 

£400 

£2,581 

Ciwc Express 

£1.00 

£450 

£2,900 

World Wlnes< 4 ) 

£1.25 

£562 

£3,625 

Allied Carpets! 5 ) 

£2.00 

£900 

£5,800 

Shellie) 

£6.00 

£2,700 

£17,400 ’ 

Salisbury 

£6.25 

£2.812 

£18.125 

BTff) 

£10.00 

£4,500 

£29,000 

Office World (®) 

£10.00 

£4,500 

£29,000 

C&G® 

£5.00 

£2,500 

£14,500 

NatWest! 10 ) 

£20.00 

£9,000 

£58,000 

'm Christmas bouquets. E7&99. expims 31/1/9$ (2) 36-hounvtums. Dow to 
***** £29, Expires 19/12/97: (3) professional coixsa, £399.90; fQ 12-tnttB 
crates. £49.99; (5} AOnimam spend £5UK (0 SWT atoicedft*fcf7) 

PtwHerUm customers: (8) Hbmm spend £20; (9} Sms sum lo be 

borrowed on CSG Air Mbs Mortgage, tririmm £5,000: P0) Excludes cash 
advances, purchase of favates 1 cheques and foreign currency, Interest and 

other charoES; (71) F5gNs must be taken by 31/3198 

. . 
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post Its Christmas bouquets 
are priced at £18.99 each, and 
earn you 55 miles for every one 
you buy - equivalent to one 
mile for every 35p spent Nine 
bouquets, costing a total of 
£170.91, would get you to Paris 
and bade with 45 mDes left over. 

“Air Miles customers are 
not our normal target market" 
Tim Dunningham, managing 
director, says. “As we were go- 
ing to be recruiting new cus- 
tomers, we could afford to be 
generous with the Air MDes we 
gave. There is a big difference 
in the reward level you get from 
us and most other people." 

At the other end of the 
spectrum, Nat Wist hands out its 
own Air MDes at the rate of one 
mile for every £20 spent on its 
credit and charge cards. How 
many mdes you earn will de- 
pend on. whether the retailers 
yon choose are also part of the 
scheme but retying on NatWest 
alone for your Paris trip would 
mean spending £9,000. 

Office World is among the 
least generous retailers in the 
scheme, handing out enough 
miles for the Paris trip only 
when you have spent £4,500. It 
hopes to improve this soon. 

Of course, there is no rea- 
son why you should rely on a 
single supplier to amass the 


mDes you need. Consider an- 
other scenario: you buy eight 
bouquets, at a total cost of 
£151.92, taking care to pay for 
them with your NatWest card. 

This process - a strategy 
known as “double-dipping” - 
earns you 440 miles from Flying 
Flowers, plus another seven 
from NatWest, leavingyou only 
three miles short of the Fhris trip. 
It is then the work of a moment 
to call Choc Express to order a 
£4.95 box of Belgian choco- 
lates, scoring an extra five miles, 
and taking your 'total haul to 452. 

With this option, you have 
spent a total of £156.87, eight 
Of your Christmas present prob- 
lems are solved, and you can eat 
the chocolates on your way to 
the airport. Looked at another 
way. the flowers and the choco- 
lates have cost you £6887 on top 
of the £88 airfare you would 
otherwise have paid 

For the New York trip, 
Frances Tindall, Air Miles 
spokeswoman, says: “If some- 
body was smart about their col- 
lecting, with an average 
monthly spend on shopping 
and petrol, both double-doping 
and collecting at lots of differ- 
ent outlets, they could collect 
2,900 Air Miles in nine months. 
That’s quite a manageable goal 
for an ordinary traveller.” 
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3/JOHN 

WINDSOR 

Wrap yourself 
in money 


7/RACHEL 
F.1XSEN 
Making insurers 
payout 


9/PENNY 

JACKSON 

Secure 
your home 


12/GAVIN 

GREEN 

Diana’s legacy 
to drivers 


6.79% (7.1%APR) 


MORTGAGE RATE FIXED 


FOR FIVE YEARS UNTIL 


DECEMBER 2002. 


6 . 79 % 


With uncertainty about interest rates, now 
is the perfect time to know exactly what you 
will be paying for the next five years. 

0 / \ Some things won't be changing, like our 
liml/o} new Fixed Rate Mortgage, fixed at 6.79% 

apr_J 7 . 1 % apr until 1 December 2002. 

if you are an existing customer on the move or a new 
mortgage customer, it’s available up to 85% of the value of your 
property. Applicants must take out a Woolwich Homewise 
buildings and contents policy. 

To find out how to fix your mortgage rate with Woolwich Direct, 
just call us for an immediate personal quotation quoting 
reference 1X2510. Hurry though, we may not be able to keep this 
offer open for long. 

Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 


DIRECT 


0645 75 75 75 
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Has the 
Pru no 
shame? 


NIC 

C1 C U TT1 

A few years ago. the then 
chief executive of Prudential 
a chap called Mick New- 
march. had a brainwave. He 
was so convinced a new fi- 
nancial regulator being set up 
at the time - the Personal In- 
vestment Authority IPIA) - 
would be a dud. that he re- 
fused to join ii. 

Instead, the Pru remained 
directly regulated by the Se- 
curities and Investments 
Board t SIB), the senior City 
watchdog, the core of which 
will form the new super-reg- 
ulator favoured by (he 
Labour Government 

Old Mick has gone. But 
with hindsight, his “’re- 
fusenik" approach has served 
his former employer rather 
well. Had the Pru been 
watched over by the PIA, 
there is no doubt [hat it 
would have been hit with the 
largest-over fine to be levied 
on any financial services 
company . running into many 
millions of pounds. 

The issue ( isn't it always?) 
was the company's inability 
to meet its deadlines for 
c< impensaiing victims of the 
pension transfer scandal, 
more than 50,000 of whom 
were Pru customers. By one 
of these strange quirks, the 
SIB is not allowed to fine its 
members, while the PIA is. 

Sc. a public reprimand for 
the Pru then, one that was 
speedily accepted by its 
spokespeopic. along with 
promises (aren’t there al- 
ways more promises?) to give 
redress to those wronged far 
more swiftly. Quite what any 
redress will be worth to those 
who have already died is a 
subject we won't go into. 

But hang on, wasn't the 
Pru already one of those 
companies supposedly 


“named and shamed” by 
labour’s Treasury Minister, 
Helen Liddell for its failures 
on the same issue a few 
months ago? What good did 
that do? A good question: the 
answer is very little. 

Every few months we 
hear again of the failures of 
insurers to make reparations 
to those whom they shafted 
so beautifully a few years ago. 

What is now amply .clear 
is that the strategy of “name 
and shame”, the hope that by 
pointing the finger at com- 
panies they will do better, is 
failing. These people have 
little or no sense of shame. 

What is now needed is a 
new approach: massive fines 
not on companies but on 
their directors. 

Taking £50,000 out of 
some bloated board mem- 
ber's pocket would do won- 
ders to ensure compensation 
is paid more swiftly. Levying 
a fine of £1,000 for each day 
that redress goes over dead- 
line is another. Disqualifica- 
tion from ever working in the 
City would be another op- 
tion. Will Mrs Liddell act? 
Don't hold your breath. 

Nice to see M&G, the vast 
fund manager, announcing a 
revamp of its product range. 
And not a minute too soon. 
The company, which has bil- 
lions of pounds of small pol- 
icyholders’ money under its 
control, faced a growing ex- 
odus of redemptions from its 
funds, as they consistently 
failed to deliver competitive 
returns. It is too soon to say 
what will happen now. But 
the outflow of money from 
M&G in the past few months 
is a lesson to ail fund man- 
agers: treat investors as 
dumb animals at your peril. 


MONEY MAKEOVER 


When pension options have to be left open 

withfc 


Name: Angela Sargeanl 
Age: 37 

Occupation: Accountant 
The problem: Angela works for a 
publishing company on a fixed-term 
contract, expiring in March. She earns 
£35,000 plus discretionary bonuses. 
There are no other financial benefits, 
including pensions, from her present 
employment, although Angela has 
some preserved pension benefits from 
previous employers. 

She has a repayment mort gage of 
£50,000 with Abbey National, which 
has about 13 years to run, while her 
property is presently worth £75,000. 

Angela, who is single, also has 
about £16,000 in Premium Bonds, the 
Government-backed prize draw. She 
has no life cover. She would like ad- 
vice on pensions planning and income 
protection in the event of illness. 
The adviser: David Wright, a direc- 
tor at Johnstone Douglas, financial 
planning consultants, Lennig House, 
Masons Avenue, Croydon, Surrey. 
CRO 9XS, (0181 686 0660) 

The advice: With regard to your mort- 
gage, 1 agree that there is no need for 
you to have life cover while you do not 
have any financial dependents. 

As for your Premium Bonds, which 
you may use over the short to medi- 
um-term as deposit for another bouse, 
if that is the purpose, your money is 
best left in a veiy-kw risk environment, 
such as where it is. 

Given that you are on a one-year em- 
ployment contract, a personal pension 
is the most obvious choice. However, 
you need a pension which is flexible. 
This is because you may renew your con- 
tract, or take on a contract with another 



company, or indeed join another firm 
as a full-time employee which may well 
operate some form of pension scheme. 

Therefore any pension needs to be 
transferred in or stopped, increased or 
decreased, at any time without penal- 
ty. There are companies lhat offer 
these types of contract. You wished to 
look at a fund that had a low' to medi- 
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um range of investment risk. Based on 
your current age, you are eligible to 
contribute 20 per cent of your gross 
taxable earnings in the current tax year 
into a personal pension. 

We agreed that you would consid- 
er investing a lump sum of £3,000 gross, 
coupled with a monthly contribution 
of £300 gross, both to a selected re- 


tirement age of 60. In addition I have 
included a costing for premium waiv- 
er, which wffl pay the pension fo* 5®“ 

should you not be aWe to work through 

accident, sickness or ill-health, «t®r a 
deferment period of six months. In this 
way, you “insure’’ your pension pay" 
meats. The cost of this benefit is 2-23 
per cent of the premium. 

I recommend Scottish Mutual 
which, despite its name, is no longer 

a mutual office, having been acquired 

by Abbey National in 199 1- The 
scheme offers a flexible contract cou- 
pled with a competitive charging 
structure and has a choice of funds to 
Suit your risk profile. 

Hie hinds I recommend are Scot- 
tish Mutual's controlled risk funds. 
With these arrangements you are 
guaranteed a percentage of the funds 
that cannot go down. This can be 
chosen between 95 and 100 per cent. 

The guarantee is renewed on a quar- 
terly bask jn January, April July and 
October. If you choose the 100 per cent 
option your money is guaranteed at the 

end of each quarter to be worth no less 

than the or igin al investment- The 95 per 
cent option gives a maximum downside 
exposure of 5 per cent each quarter. At 
the end of each quarter, any gains in 
the fund are “consolidated’* and the 
guarantee starts again. 

At present, you have nothing pro- 
tecting your income. Your employer 
will pay some amount of sick pay for 
up to eight weeks. Permanent health 
insurance pays an income should you 
not be able to work due to accident, 
sickness or ill-health. It carries a de- 
ferment period and has to be written 
to a final age. Ybu should look at a 


efiis P 3 ^ bl l“ rrt nt ofvour income. 
cwtnns **'°£ri Friends Provident, 

, recommend oflhiscoB . 

one oftbelarg P ri enC e is vast and 

Tberc free lump sum 00 di- 
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at other aims, such moving to a larger 

property. The majority of your savings 
Kdbe in short-term investments 
where there is no nsk to «PJ^* 

Tf a new property is to be pur- 
chased. your savings will be depleted 
and you would need to consider some 
form of savings for the medium to tong 
term I would recommend a Ftft 
Sough the future of PEPS > -to 
April 1999 is uncertain, they ftiO re- 
main one of the most tax-efficient in- 
vestments currently available. 

The verdict: I’m quite pleased with 
the advice l was given. But what I 
would have preferred is a choice of dif- 
ferent products with an explanation of 
their different charges. Also. I'm not 
entirely sure my aversion to investment 
risk is lhat great. I will probably need 
to talk to the company to gel another 
option for my personal pension. 


UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT/ROYAL 5KANDIA CARE ACCOUNT 


A pricey way to pay for long-term care 


The product: Royal Skandias 
Care Account, a long-term care 
product which combines off- 
shore investment and insurance. 
The deal: Customers decide the 
monthly amount of benefit they 
will need to pay for care, plus the 
level of disability which would 
lead them to require care. Roy- 


al Skandia works out bow large 
a lumpsum they wOJ have to pay 
for that level of care. This is paid 
into a “Care Account”. 

If and when a policyholder 
hits the level of disability. Roy- 
al Skandia pays months worth 
of benefit into a further account 
which pays for care. Bupa pro- 


vides counselling on what to do 
with the payments. If care is 
needed for more than 24 months, 
an insurance policy pays out. 
Plus points: Policyholders do 
not lose all their money if they 
never need long-term care. The 
combination of investment and 
insurance means some money 


is returned, even if a claim is un- 
necessary. Further, policyhold- 
ers do not have to exhaust the 
savings part of the plan in order 
to claim on the insurance. 

Policyholders have the 
choice of a range of the most 
successful investment managers 
in the industry, maxhqisiqg their 


chances of savings growth. With 
many policyholders not know- 
ing what to do at point of claim, 
Bupa's counselling is valuable. 
Drawbacks and risks: Graham 
Bates, of Leeds-based indepen- 
dent financial adviser Bates and 
Partners, points out that invest- 
. meals have to grow at 9 per cent 


a year in order to meet the lev- 
el of cover required: there is no 
choice of risk. Because it is an off- 
shore fund, there may be un- 
welcome tax implications if the 
policy is surrendered or on death. 
Charges arc on the higher side. 
Marks out five Two-and-a-biL 
-Andrew Verity 


We Index-Tracking PEP 


Get more out of Europe for less 
The pioneers of Index-Tracking PEPs 
in the UK were also the first to provide 
this type of opportunity in Europe - and 
with an annual management charge of 
just tj.75 0 ;,. the very lowest available. 

It is the only PEP to track the FT/S & 
P-Actuaries World Index-Europe (.Ex UK). 

And as such, it provides performance 
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Govett UK Eouity Safeguard PEP 


for performance with a 
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linked to the 13 largest 
European markets. With 
such a broad portfolio. 


J 


Now we can take you 
into Europe — still at the 
lowest cost 


Find out more now — phone free 050011 6622 

FREEPHONE Sum TO Spin \\ EEKDAYS yarn TO 'pm WEEKENDS PI.EASE OI OTE REF: l>51)J0l 


we spread investment 
risk, minimise over-exposure to any one 
marker and eliminate exposure to •YES 


For roar pnrfrcinn tijfl* ml u-uiUy h* irrnnkd and nndmnlx mnmtaml 


unquoted shares. 
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This proven investment strategy has | Swrwamc < Mr/Mo/M. w>„ 


enabled our European Index Trust to , Form*™* 


achieve over 166V return since launch 1 Ajdr 
injune 1989. I 


To find out how you can invest or | 
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transfer an existing PEP. call now - or i I 
return the coupon. If you prefer, contact J J- 
us at http://wwwlegal-mid-general.co.uk Li 
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go with Govett. 


Evw investor wants the growth that slockmarkel investment can provide. But few 
are prepared to lake the risks of sudden rails. Now. with the Govett UK Equity 
Safeguard Fund, vou don't have to. It's a new kind of fund that provides 
exposure to rises in the FTSE 100 Index bul. unlike other funds, it can protect 
vour money when the Index drops. Thai's why it has the potential to beat the 
Index over Ihe longer term. And. for value. Safeguard takes some beating 
itself. With the Safeguard PEP. there are no additional entry or exit fees and of 
course, gains arc entirely lax tree Where else can you find such superior 
performance potential, built-in protection and outslanding value? To go with Govett, 
speak to your usual financial adviser, (ill in the coupon or call Ihe number below. 

astute investors go with 


Please send me a brochure for the Govett UK Equity SaW»-*~! um 
Post to: Customer Services Department, AIB Govett I *p- 

4 Battle Bridge Lane, London SE 1 2HR. Shaeldeton House, 
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COLLECT TO INVEST 


Wear it or just drape it over the sofa 


Kashmir shawls became 
popular in Victorian 
times to cover the half- 
exposed bosoms of 
shivering ladies awaiting 
carriages after balls. It is 
a wonder they are not 
more fashionable today. 
But; as John Windsor 
explains, they are due for 
a revival. 


Prices slumped in the late 
Eighties when interior design- 
ers, who had bought them as 
wall hangings, embraced plain, 
unpatterned m inimalis m. 

But prices are firming up and 
a just-published revised edi- 
tion of Frank Ames's definitive 
The Kashmir Shawl and Its 
I ndo- French Influence should 
spark new interest. 

You can get a sense of the 
power of their colour and de- 
sign by visiting Guinevere An- 
tiques in King's Road, west 
London, where a whole room 
is hung with over 30 of them. It's 
the look for cosy studies and 
small, seductive sitting rooms - 
Bohemian and exotic. 

At forthcoming auctions at 
Christie's South Kensington 
and Bonhams Cbdsea, expect to 



pay £400-£600 for big European 
shawls of about I860 such as a 
Paisley, Edinburgh or Norwich. 

Victorian manufacturers used 
to crowd the quays and squab- 
ble over designs newly disem- 
barked from Kashmir , carrying 
them off to their weaving sheds 
to copy. A good-condition orig- 


inal Kashmir shawl, especially 
with an unusual design, can 
command £2000 or so. Indian ex- 
patriates are now outbidding 
London dealers at auction. For 
them, Kashmir shawls are not 
sofa drapes, table covers, and cer- 
tainly not to cut up for cushions: 
they are wearable heritage. 


INTERNET INVE STOR 

R OBIN AM LOT 

4§f Safe shopping 
on the web 


You probably have more than one credit card, 
most people do nowadays. And you probably 
buy goods over the telephone. It might be 
something you see on television, hear about 
on the radio, read about in a magazine or see 
in these pages. It is but a small step from these 
transactions to purchasing goods from the 
world wide web. 

Many familiar high street brand names and 
stores such as Asda and Bools have websites. 
Travel and holiday films like AirUK offer 
potential bargains. Reserving flights or holi- 
days online can often be cheaper than ybur local 
travel agent Some supermarkets will take your 
shopping order and deliver the goods to your 
door within 24 hours. Hard-to-find books and 
CDs may also be purchased on the Internet 

Worries about the safety of Internet trans- 
actions have undermined confidence in online 
shopping. Let us look at the issue from the 
other side. Already, the worldwide market for 
Internet security products is worth around a 
billion dollars a year. Datamonitor, the research 
consultancy, reckons that within five years com- 
panies around the world will be spending seven 
times that amount on authentication, en- 
cryption and anti-virus programmes. 

Other forecasts suggest that by the end of 
this year almost half a million consumers in 
the UK wQl have shopped over the Internet. 
So just how serious a threat is rhe possibility 
of fraud? The Metropolitan Police say most 
credit card fraud comes from receipts and 
carbon copies retrieved from bins. Cyberspace 
is actually safer and appears to be getting safer 
still. 

Lo May this year, the US government gave 
export permission for the encryption software 
on which the Secure Electronic Transaction 
(SET) specification is based. In August SET 
was established as an open, licence-free, tech- 


nical specification with the backing of Master- 
Card, Visa, Microsoft and Netscape, among 
others. SET is being marketed to web-based 
businesses and shoppers as a secure way of 
sending credit card information over the 
Internet. 

Once you are ready to shop, the worldwide 
web is your oyster but your best bet is to stick 
with the names you already . know and trust 
from tire high street and shopping malls. Next 
month a major initiative aimed at boosting 
web-based commerce around Europe goes live. 

Both Mastercard and Visa arc among the 
backers of e -Christmas, a site which will -allow 
you to buy goods online and - this is the big 
difference - have them delivered to an address 
not that of the cardholder. There is potential 
for fraud here but, remember, you have legal 
protection and the credit card company 
would be responsible for stolen card infor- 
mation and any incorrect payments. 

Goldfish, the credit card which offers 
money off your gas bills, has a web site which 
goes into detail about net shopping and ex- 
plains bow to set your web browser programme 
to its maximum level of security. The site also 
has a directory of secure web retail sites. 

Internet shopping rules 

• Make sure that your browser is set to max- 
imum security. 

• Shop with companies whose names are 
familiar to you. 

• When a site uses secure transaction tech- 
nology, they will tell you. If there is no men- 
tion of security on the site, give it a miss. 

• If in doubt, contact the company by phone 
and fox or post your order. 

Goldfish : www.goldfish.com 
e-Christmas : www.e-christmas.com 
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I NO DEALING CHARGES. 

YOU’RE 

WELCOME 

I _\ V V S T M t; \ I I R I s T > H A R h P I. A N 


>S3Sry^nvestmmnriist Share Plan has no dealing charges. AH you pay is Government 
amp duty And, of course, our entry* and exit charges are zero. It's also flexible to suit your 
«eds. It invests in four trusts covering the UK, continental Europe, Asia (excluding Japan) 
id Japan You. can choose to invest in one or more of the trusts in our range. And you can 
vitch, for free, whenever you Kke. Invest with a lump sum of £1,000 or more. Or, save 
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Take the wrap: 
A square shawl 
by a 19th 
Century 
French 
designer, 
worth about 
£900 


However, the author Mr 
Ames, who deals in shawls in 
New York - and who used to be 
an electronic engineer on the 
NASA lunar space project - re- 
ports that Indian dealers selling 
to tourists in India and the new 
indigenous middle class in 
Bombay, New Delhi and Cal- 


cutta arc cutting up the big ones 
into neat one-metre by two- 
metre sizes, backing them with 
cloth for display and bundling 
Lhem off to the boutiques of 
five-star hotels. 

During Victorian times 
shawls expanded in size to 121in 
by b3in or so - to keep pace with 
the expansion of the hooped 
crinoline skirt. What put paid 
to the shawl was the bustle in 
1S69-70. Shawls draped over a 
bustle made ladies look like the 
rear end of a pantomime horse. 

If you want a smaller, more 
wearable size of shawL go for an 
early 19th century model, such 
as the 54in by llSin ivory wool 
woven one with a border of 
eight large floral cones, esti- 
mated £300-£500, that is among 
over 30 shawls in Christie's 
South Kensington's textiles sale 
on 11 November (2pm). 

Bonhams' sale on 29 Octo- 
ber (11am) offers 1 1 shawls, in- 
cluding a red. green and orange 
woven wool Paisley, 121 in by 
63in, estimated £4ti0-£60Q. Bon- 
hams' Joanna Macfar lane says: 
“Some interior designers shy 
away from them because the 
colours are so strong. But they 
do give that warm-study look.” 

Helen Gardiner, at Alfie's 
indoor market in Church Street, 
north-West London, a dealer in 


shawls for 30 years, reports: “We 

sell every one we get, even the 
holey ones. They have kept 
theft value”. She has fisis/ey de- 
signs from £200 to £ 600 - £700 
and a fine Kashmir at £2,0001 

The shawl shown here, 73in 
by 74in, of about 1835, is by the 
Frenchman Jean Baptiste 
Couder ( 1797-1865), known to 
collectors as the first French 
artist to distinguish himself as 
a shawl designer. Mr Ames 
values it at about £9Q0. 

Do not be pul off if your 
Kashmir shawl appears on dose 
inspection to be made of eight 
picced-together panels. The 
panels were traditionally made 
on different looms. Mr Ames 
says they were joined by skilled 
tailors who could make near-in- 
visible seams by enmeshing the 
warp threads of two panels. 

“ The Kashmir Shawl " by Frank 
Ames, from Antique Collectors' 
Club, 5 Cluuvh Street, Wood- 
bridge, Suffolk IP12 IDS, £45 
plus £3 p&p. Dealers: Helen 
Gardiner (0171-723 5595), 
Guinewre Antiques. 578 King's 
Road. London Sm (0171-736 
2917). Auctioneers: Alison 
Toplis, Christie's South Kens- 
ington ( 0171-321 3215). Joanna 
Macfariane. Bonhams Chelsea 
(0171-3933989). 


Find out why 
pension plans are 
not all the same. 


Perhaps you think that all pension plans are the same. If 
you do, then you would be making a big mi«ral»» Here are 
some of die reasons why you should consider an Equitable 
■ Pension Flan. 

The Equitable Life: 

• Pays no commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business. 

• Has no shareholders. 

Our Pension Plan: 

• Lets yon retire earlier or later than planned — 
without penalty. 

• Lets you vary yonr contributions - without 

penalty. i 

• Provides foil return of fond in the event .of death 
before retirement. 

So, if you would like to find out more about how The 
Equitable Pension Plan is not the same as most others, call 
us direct on (0990) 38 48 58 or send off the coupon below, 
for more information by post and by telephone. 

www.equitabie.co.uk 

Informatictv'advice will only be given cn EgniraMg group products 
Regulated by ihc Personal Investment Authority 
THE EQUITABLE UFE. fXEEFOST. WALTON STREET, AYLESWXy. BUCHNCHAMSH1RE HP21 7HK 


I To: The Life FREEPOST. Wafas Sartx AYLESBURY. Bock»HP21 7BR 

I I would welcome delate oaThe Equitable 1 ! pesana plant. I an adf employed □ 

J I am an engJcyee not in a company pennon ethane Q 1NRA7G 


I NAME iMr Mil Mbs) 

■ ADDRESS 


j TcE (Office! . 
I TeL. (Home) . 
{ Date erf Bath . 
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The Equitable Life j| 

You profit from our principles 



Jupiter's new Growth ft Income Fund 


This new fund from Jupiter aims to unite our proven 
expertise in managing funds in two UK sectors - Capital 
Growth and Equity Income. 

Jupiter Income Thist is first out of 78 and Jupiter UK 
Growth Fund third out of 125 in their respective sectors 
over the last five years.* 

Now comes an opportunity to be in at the launch of the 
new Jupiter Growth & Income Fund. It aims to provide the 
best of both worlds. 

The fund will aim for a balance of growing income with 


long-term- capital growth and will be fully PEPable. 

The fund vriU be run on the same rigorous principles that' 
have led to Jupiter's outstanding success as an investment 
house, with emphasis on medium to large UKcoiftpaaies. 

There is a launch discount of 1.5% (PEP discount 1%) for 
lump sum investments received, by 17 November,' 1997. 
Consult your financial adviser, call us free on the number 
below or complete the coupon. • " ' ' 

Make that trip to Jupiter and get the best of both worlds. 



J U POT E R 

Leaders in long-term performance 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0 5 DO 0500 97 


‘Source: M/cropol, offer to bid, net income reinvested' 5 years to 1. 10LS7 

To: Investor Support, Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Lid, Knightsbridge House, T97 Knightsbridge', London SW7 1RB. 

Please send me further information on: The new Jupiter Growth 6 Income Fund Qj The Jupiter PEP Qj Jupiter Unit' Trusts I I 


Print Nemo (Mr/Mrs/ Ms)., 


..Address - 


.-Postcode. — .-. bid2S.10 


Jupoar Unit Trust Managers Ltd ie regulated by IMRO and the Persona) brvestmem Authority. Mamberof AUTIF. AsubeKhary of Commertbank AG, one ot Germany 1 * leading banks. The value of an investment a unit trust and the ineorrw 
from t can go dOnri as well as up, it may be affected by exchange raw variations. and you may not got back the amount invested. Currant tax towels and reSets wi dapend on you/ individual oranrctancM. hwas wmouncad In th» July 
1997 Butfgca that lax credits *91 not be redafmafale In a PEP from E April 1999. Other tax benefits may change with ihc planned introduction of a new Indivateal Savings Account. Past parfornwnca ts nor neeesurty a give* to future 
performance. Up in 100% of the annual management fee is in be tafen from oywal erf Growth 6 Income Fund, Incom# Tnet and High income Fund. This may accorttogly loarkn mp«bI growth. Copies o* me hefiyrarty and anno* repera 
may be obtained from JfaWar Unit Thist Managers Ltd, Knightsbridge How. 197 Knightsbridge, London SW7 1RB. Scheme particulars and toy lanures documents may ateo be obtained front the) address. ■ 
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Or complete and return mis coupon id 
B arclays Mortgage Guide 
TEEPOST PO Box 7, Brentiord. Middx. TW 6 9BR 
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As you can see, the Rose Tracker PEP 
has more points in irs favour than most. 
Not least, the fart that it offers one of the 
lowest annual management charges for a 

tracker PEP ar just 0J%. 

It’s the latest offer from Invest On- 
line, the direct investment arm of one of 
the UK’s leading insurance companies, 
Royal & Sun Alliance. 

Unlike some index trackers, the Rose 
Tracker PEP spreads your investment over 
the whole FTSE All-Share Index, not just the 
top 100 companies, so reducing the risks. 

You can start investing from as little 
as £50 each month, or with a lump sum 
of £1000 or more. Even if you already 
have a PEP ic is very easy to transfer your 
funds to the Rose Tracker. 

For your investment guide, call free 
now on 0500 100 333 or clip the coupon 
below. Our friendly and knowledgeable 
staff will be happy to answer any ques- 
tions you may have. 


Monthly Income 


Regular as clockwork 


«SI 


January 

■^bniajy 

Starch 

■April 

ay 

Jane 


(5 


July 
August 
Se P term bear 

October 
/-■ N °vember 
De cember 


Income payments 

by the sixth of every month , 

directly into your bank account 


Framlington Monthly Income PEP 
aims to pay a high and rising 
^ income, free of tax, with the 
prospect of capital growth. 

£ Many other unit trust PEPs 
pay income every three or 
Hp six months, but this PEP 
pays an income once a 
H month, every month. Send for 
Kp~ details today, or ask your 
W Independent Financial Adviser. 


0345 023138 


Please send me d et P 1 * of the Framlington Monthly Income PEP. Return the coupon lo: 

Framlington Unit Management Limited, Freepost, P.O. Box 2, Ttvyfbrd, Reading, Berkshire RCJO SBR. 


NAME 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT . inuaet 

THE ROSE TRACKER PEP CALL FREE ON Onn® 

0500 100 333 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8*“ -10 PM L_— — === 

“~,0,"i“~REETc5sf RG10 9ZZ. , 
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I ■ ;■ ^ 


0500 1 00333 


ADDRESS 


Postcode 

If you do r^uish to mmedeta^ of hrtmlmgtm prodnetsm future, please tuk if>e bfa Q 


IN 25/10/97 1 


Issued by Framlmgton Unit Management LomteJ which is regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority and MRO. Member of A U77F. The price of 
units and the income from them can go down as iveS as up and investors may 
not get back the amount they invested. The tax benefit of PEPs will be Sable to 
cfcingr«ffo/wtwre, The mana^ment fa of this fund ts charged mAecapM 
account, this urdl enhance income at the expense of some capital growth. 
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London was a shake-out in Brum Tara is chairman of the 
orices that once again demon- investment strategy committee 
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THE JONATHAN DAVIS COLUMN 


A chance to back the boffins 
and their inventions 





Venture veteran: Lucius Carey » interested in new companies with a technological edge 


M \! I ft? 


com 




_ r - ' 
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Here is a proposition. We run 
an investment fund that only 
invests in high-risk start-up 
businesses. They have to based 
on a new piece of technology 
which may or may not have a 
market They will be run most- 
ly by boffins with little or no 
commercial experience. You 
won't get any money back for 
at least five years and how 
. much you make is anybody's 
* guess. And one final thing. We 
only invest in businesses which 
are physically located within a 
60-mfle radius of our offices. 

Sounds interesting? -Or- 
plain barmy? Well, now there 
is a chance to find out. The 
funTiscalled the Oxfcrdledb- 
notogy VtenmreCapuai tfknsL ; 
and it is - in tfceoiy at least - 
traded on lhe "London Stock 
Exchange. 

It is true that no shares have 
actually been traded yet, but 
the last quotation put a price 
on them of 115p. This repre- 
sents a handsome premium 
over the asset value of 95p; and 
is all the more remarkable . 
since the trust has yet to make 
its first investment All the 
company has at the moment is 
a pale of cash, which it raised 
from investors in March. 

Oxford Technology is one of ' 
about 20 new funds which go 
under the name of venture cap- 
ital trusts. These are investment 
trusts which offer tempting 
tax breaks to those who invest 
in them (both income tax and 
capital gains tax relief on the 
amount invested, plus exemp- 
tion from eventual capital 
gains on any profits, provided 
the. shares are held for five 
years or more). 


They started life as the 
latest in a long line of Gov- 
ernment attempts to kick-start 
a genuine culture of venture 
capital in this country, using the 
fiscal system as an incentive. 
Venture capital, in British 
financial circles, is a portman- 
teau term that covers a multi- 
tude of financing forms. 

A big chunk of the deals 
which go to make up the £lbo 
or so of transactions recorded 
by the British Venture Capital 
Association each year are not 
rea% venture capital at all They 
are 'bankers financing man- 
agement buyouts, or investors 
funding t h e expansion p lans of 


already well-established busi- 
nesses: .According tt) Lucius 
Xzny, author of the standard 
ventmt: capital' yearbook, tess 
than 5 per cent of the deals 
billed each year are “genuine 
venture capitaT deals, in the 
sense of providing seedcom 
capital for high-risk businesses. 

The hole is particularly 
■acute.in areas of high tech- 
nology. where the Investment 
community’s traditional re- 
luctance to back start-up busi- 
nesses is compounded by its 
inability to judge whether or 
not the technology has any re- 
alistic chance of success. Partly 
for that reason, most seedcom 
capital in this country that 
does find its way into start-up 
ventures of this kind comes 
from so-called “business art- 
gels’' rather than traditional 
sources. 

Mr Cary is one of the mov- 
ing lights behind the establish- 
ment of the Oxford Tfedmotogy 
trust, and something of a vet- 
eran of the venture capital 


business. In 1972, at ihe age of 
23, he started his own business, 
a restaurant in Bristol, using 
£26.000 of capital he had 
begged and borrowed from a 
number of different investors. 
Hie process was so painful 
that a few years later, having 
handed the running of his 
restaurants (now three in num- 
ber) to managers, he decided to 
start a newsletter. Venture Cap- 
ital Reports. to try and help plug 
Lhe funding gap. 

Since 1983, Mr Cary has 
also set up and managed five 
*• ppols of genuine seedcom cap- 
ital for Iwn much larg er ymnire 

capi tal institutions. ApaxPart- 


ven lures Mr Cary helped to 
fund with his seedcom funds. 
It is a great technical success, 
but so far not enough libraries 
round the world have bought 
it to make the business 
profitable. 

Will the Oxford Technolo- 
gy trust workout well for its in- 
vestors? It has a strong board, 
including two Oxford acade- 
mics, Sir Martin Wood and 
Michael O’Regan, who start- 
ed what are now highly suc- 
cessful quoted companies 
(Oxford Instruments and RM 
Group) in their back bed- 
brooms. it expects to make 
around 15 investments over 


nets and 3L He is the invest- 
ment adviser to the Oxford 
Technology trust, which will be 
his biggest fund to date, with 
around £3m to invest. 

The normal life of one of his 
seedcom funds is 10 years. The 
first two are approaching the 
end of their lives, with ail but 
one erf their investments in both 
cases now having been . re- 
alised (ie sold, jjassed on 'or 
simply, abandoned). Despite 
the inevitable failure rate, the 
first fund will have returned 
around 25 percent more than 
investors put in by the time it 
is .dosed. The other will have 
more than doubled the in- 
vestors’ original stake. 

His greatest interest basal- 
ways beat in new ventures with 
a technological edge. Funding 
start-ups is an interesting but 
inevitably hit-and-miss busi- 
ness. Tkke the V-shaped photo- 
copier, for example, a device 
which allows libraries to copy 
rare books without damaging - 
their spines. This is one of the 


four years or so. 

' The first four investments 
will be completed any day 
now. They indude: a “bioddaT 
powder coating which could cut 
the risk of e-coli and other 
health risks if applied to fridges 
and meat containers; an in- 
strument which measures op- 
tical surfaces more accurately 
than any predecessor; and a de- 
vice for retrieving stored in- 
formation quickly and cheaply 
over the InteraeL 

Venture capital trusts have 
not been going long enough to 
prove themselves as invest- 
ment vehicles: one obvious 
wrinkle with the concept is that, 
as the tax breaks require hold- 
ers to invest for five years, there 
are no sellers to create a mar- 
ket in the shares until that 
stage. But if Mir Cary and his 
colleagues can demonstrate 
that investors can make money 
out of helping to kick-start en- 
trepreneurial talent, nobody 
should begrudge them their 
success. 


UNDERSTANDING THE STOCK MARKET 

How do shares defy gravity? 


Many new followers of the stock 
market arc confused when share 
prices move in the opposite di- 
rectum to their expectations. For 
example, u company announces 
a large increase in profits - its 
share price falls. A normally 
profitable . organisation an- 
nounces a loss - its share price 
soars. What a topsy-turvy world. 

There isa logical explanation 
for both situations. Before re- 
vealing why the share prices ap- 
peared to defy gravity, let us 
take a look at the reason why 
share prices fluctuate. 

A share in a company rep- 
resents a minute portion of a 
business. Investors are part- 
owners' of that company. If Lhe 
business thrives, investors share 
in that success. They are re- 
warded with their share of some 
of its profits by receiving divi- 
dends. The rest is ploughed 
back into the business, hopefully 
to increase its profitability. 

The price of a particular 
share is determined by supply 
and demand. In other words, the 
price will settle where buyers will 
purchase all the shares offered 
by sellers. If investors wish to buy 
more shares than are being 


LOOSE 

CHANGE 


Alliance Trusts, the investment 
trust firm, is launching a self-in- 
vested personal pension for the 
self-employed and people in 
partnerships. The pension allows 
staggered retirement after age 
50. Initial investment is set at 
£250 and there are no penalties 
for halting and starting contri- 
butions. Charges start at £1, plus 
0.15 per cent stockbrokers’ com- 
mission: Call 01382 201700. 

Chase De Vere, the mort- 
gage broker, is offering a fixed- 
rate borne loan, pegged at 6.85 
per cent until November 2000. 
The loan also offers an option 
to switch to the leaders' variable 
rates without penalty. The loan 
is a vailable t o 70 per cent of val- 
ue and has an arrangement fee 
of £295. Call 0171 9307242. 

Invest On-line, the direct in- 
vestment arm of Royal & Sun 
Alliance,, is offering a tracker 
PEP pharging 0 3 per cent a 
year, with an initial fee of 2 per 
cent and no exit fees.,The PEP 
is cheaper than its main rivals, 
Virgin and Legpl & General, for 
regular contributions under 
£100 a- month. Call 0500 
100333. 

John CharcoL the mortgage 
broker, has launched a site on the 
Internet with details of its best 
mortgages and investments, and 
a mortgage repayment calcula- 
tor. The ate fa on: www.jobn- 
diajrcoLco.uk 

Age Concern Financial Ser- 
vices is launching a 50-Plus life 
assurance plan, jointly with 
Commercial Union, guaran- 
teeing cover to anyone aged 50 
to 85. No medicals axe needed. 
Premiums of £10 a month wiU 
buy cover worth £2,826 for a 
male* aged 50 last birthday. 
Call 0181 7657239. * 


sold, prices will rise and vice 
versa. The price investors are 
prepared to pay reflects their 
views of future rewards. 

The stock market is one of 
the barometers of the economy, 
so the general movement of 


nonaic prospects. If the future 
looks good, investors will be at- 
tracted to buy shares and prices 

will move upwards. The reverse . 

will be the case if gloom is seen 
on the horizon. The economic 
outlook fa not restricted to the 
UK's likely performance, but ex- 
tends to other countries. 

Professional investors are 
interested m what is going to 
happen rather than what has 
happened. Therefore ibe fun- 
damental long-term economic 
and political factors are built 
into share prices in anticipation 
of the future. Of course, ex- 
pectations and reality do not al- 
ways coincide. For example, 
the 1990-91 recession was 
largely anticipated in share 
prices. However, when certain 
companies reported results 
much worse than expected, the 
market reacted with a falL 

Then there arc Lhe factors 


which relate lo the shares of spe- 
cific companies. Some will have 
a favourable and others an ad- 
verse effect on prices. It may be 
a company’s results, the launch 
of a new product expected to 
take the world by storm or the 
resignation of a chief executive. 

There are two possible ex- 
planations far the axmounc^^ 
of bumper profits resulting in a 
- fall in the share price. Investors 
may have been expecting even 
better figures. In anticipation the 
company's share price would 
have moved upwards in previous 
months. The disappointment of 
the published results would trig- 
ger Lhe shares being marked 
down. On the other hand, the re- 
sults could have been as antici- 
pated, but the chairman could 
have signalled a Ml in profits for 
the foD owing year. 

A fall in a company's profits, 
or even a loss, can result in the 
share price soaring.* It may be 
that the loss is not as bad as in- 
vestors anticipated, or the re- 
sults are accompanied by a 
statement from the company 
that it will exceed all possible ex- 
pectations the following year. 

On the other hand, there 



Woolwich: Takeover talk 
could be aiding the shares 

could be speculation in the mar- 
ket that the company' will be the 
victim of a takeover. Shares in 
Woolwich, for instance, may be 
doing well for this reason. A bid 
from another company un- 
doubtedly niggers an increase in 
the demand for shares. 

One of the more bizarre 
reasons for one company’s 
shares failing sharply was when 
it cancelled some hotel rooms. 
The market believed this sig- 
nalled a delay in a long-awaited 
new product. In fact the com- 
pany was merely postponing a 
training seminar. 

‘Share Ownership for AO ’ . an 
easy -to-read guide for new share- 
holders, is available from the 
London Stock Exchange: 01 71- 
797-1372. 
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6/STOCKBROKING 


You don’t have to be rich 
to approach these experts 


"Stockbrokers only deal on 
behalf of the very rich ” is a 
commonly held view. It is also 
wrong. Around 17 million 
people now own shares and 
many more know something 
about the stock market 
through the Government’s 
privatisation programme. As 
Joanne Bridon explains, knowing 
a broker can come in handy 


Stockbrokers are far removed from the 
stereotyped images often portrayed in 
the media. They are approachable and 
friendly. Moreover, they are also 
accessible: about 95 per cent of the 
population lives within 10 miles of a 
stockbroker's office. 

But why invest in equities? If you 
take a medium-term view, direct in- 
vestment in UK equities has consistently 
outperformed most other types of in- 
vestment, particularly buildingsociety 
and other forms of deposit account. 

But there is more to owning shares 
than the prospect of capital gains. They 
also generate income in the form of 
dividends, which should rise to reflect 
a company's continuing prosperity. 

Shares are risk investments. Prices 
can go down as well as up and Lhe 
“crash of 198T is often mentioned. 


However, the surge and fall of 1986/7 
-and even this week’s bout of nerves 
in London and the Far East - do little 
to undermine the continuing long-term 
upward trend in the performance of 
ordinary shares. 

The key to success is to receive high 
quality impartial advice from someone 
who is professionally qualified and 
whose knowledge of investment mat- 
ters is not second-hand, operating in 
a strict regulatory framework. 

Almost all of the firms who look 
after individual investors in shares are 
members of the Association of Private 
Client Investment Managers and 
Stockbrokers ( APCIMS j, the trade as- 
sociation that promotes those firms 
and, by extension, the interests of the 
private investors who use their services. 

What makes APCTMS members 
different? Direct access to the stock 
market The majority of our firms are 
members of the London Stock Ex- 
change and are therefore unique in 
having direct and immediate access to 
it for buying and selling shares. Our 
other members have forged strong 
links with member firms of the Stock 
Exchange to ensure cost-effective 
dealing arrangements. 

The computerised systems now 
available mean that brokers do not have 
to be located in the City of London: 
they can be in your local high street 

Stockbrokers are professionals - the 


breadth and depth of investment ex- 
perience and knowledge which 
ATOMS members make available to 

their Clients contrasts with that of many 

other financial advisers. Then - exper- 
tise is often limited to the selling of a 
handful of “packaged” products of- 
fered by the big insurance companies. 

APCIMS members are truly inde- 
pendent, unlike many other company 
salespeople, many of whom are “tied” 
to a particular company and are only 
allowed to sell that firm's products. The 
advice given is completely impartial. 
Furthermore, all charges are disclosed 
to you in advance. 

All APCIMS members are regu- 
lated by either the Securities and Fu- 
tures Authority or the Investment 
Managers’ Regulatory Organisation, 
two of the City’s toughest watchdogs. 
Stockbrokers are subject to demand- 
ing tests of their financial resources. 
They are obliged to meet the most rig- 
orous procedural standards and man- 
agement controls. 

APCIMS members provide services 
tailored to suit your individual cir- 
cumstances and requirements. The 
main services available are: 
•Advisory services- almost all mem- 
bers offer an advisory service where the 
professional advises on the purchase, 
sale or retention of individual stocks. 
• Dealing or “execution-only” service 
- this is designed for investors who do 



The old image: The stereotyped idea of a stockbroker often 
portrayed in the meefia is wide of the mark Photograph: Rex 


not require advice but who do need a 
stockbroker to buy and sell shares. 

• Discretionary investment manage- 
ment services - this gives the manager 
the authority to buy and sell for you 
without obtaining your prior approval 
on each and every occasion. 
•Comprehensive financial planning - 
this can include advice on the placing 
of cash deposts, pensions,' mortgages, 


life assurance.PEPS, TESSAs and so on. 

A comprehensive directory of APCIMS 
members, detailing the range of services 
they offer is available free by writing to 
A&TMS at 112 Middlesex Street, Lon- 
don El 7HY, quoting reference 1ND. 

Joanne Bridon, is treasurer and secre- 
tary cf APCIMS. 


For a no-frills share dealing service, fees start at £2.50 


If you want a traditional stockbroking 
service, with its portfolio 
management and advisory services, 
then you need at least £25,000 to 
invest in the stock market. Tony Lyons 
investigates options for the rest of us 


Following the privatisations and the conversion 
of building societies to banks over the last few 
years, a lot of us have become shareholders. We 
have discovered that if we want to buy or sell 
these shares we have to do so through stock- 
broker. The question is: do we want just to deal 
in shares at low cost or do we want advice about 
which stocks to trade and when? 


Not many of us have vast sums available yet 
we would stOl like to buy and sell shares. The 
rise of execution-only stockbroking over the past 
10 years has grown to meet this demand. 

“We have become vitally important for those 
investors with small amounts of money available," 
says Gavin Oldham of the ShareCentre. “Tra- 
ditional stockbrokers are not very welcoming. 
They work with just their own client list and won’t 
accept new clients unless they have a Jot of money 
to invest.” 

Walk down any high street and most of the 
main banks and building societies will offer you 
an execution-only trading facility for dealing in 
shares. In fact, they have over 60 per cent of the 
execution-only trading market But they tend not 
to be as cheap as the specialist execution-only 


brokers. ShareLink, the largest execution-only 
broker, about to change its name to Charles 
Schwab Europe, charges £20 to buy£LOOO-woith 
of shares. Cater Deal, owned by Abbey Nation- 
al, will charge the same, while Sharemarket will 
charge just £9. Fees start at £2.50 at the Sbare- 
Centre for buying £250 worth of shares. 

Charges with die banks and building societies 
vary but tend to be slightly higher. Use a tradi- 
tional stockbroker, and the minimum you will 
be charged is at least £25. 

Up until now, execution-only brokers offered 
no advice. ShareCentre is now introducing an 
advisory service to its customers. Costs are £ IS 
a quarter and the use of a premium service phone 
line which costs £l-50p a minute. 

" Execution only services are fine,” says Nat 


Jolowkz of Quflter Goodison. “Technical ad- 
vances have made getting bold of information 
much easier. Newspapers are full of share tips 
and you can research companies through a com- 
puter screen. 

“But comparing execution-only broking with 
our form of investment management is like food. 
You can read an Alistair Little cookbook, buy 
the ingredients and cook the meal at home. Or 
you can go to his restaurant and enjoy really good 
food in the right surroundings-" 

Stockbroking is polarising fast in this coun- 
try between those who offer execution-only ser- 
vices and those who offer a more comprehensive 
investment management service. “We still be- 
lieve that clients will pay a slightly higher cost 
for sound advice" says Mr Jolowicz. 




l am responsible for ° v f_ 

business: dealing servi 
employee shareJeahngf 
quoted companies’ and p 
vate clients. I also 
the portfolios for a number 

of my own clients. 

During the 

year, we expect to do 

900,000 retail trades on 
behalf of private cbents-This 

means keeping ahead l 
events, which makes evory 
day in the City of London a 

^^anivemtheof^ 

around 7.30am. By then, I 
have read the newspapers. MY 

first tasks are to plan the day 
and review notes and papers 
for various meetings. 

At S.15 every morning, 
our head of research holds a 
short conference for bro- 
kers and fund managers. 
Here we review overnight 
events, particularly those in 
overseas stock markets, and 
look ahead to any company 
results or announcements 
expected that day. Wfe decide 
at this meeting whether to 
change our stance on any rec- 
ommended buys or sells. 

After this meeting, I re- 
view my private client port- 
folios and make changes to 
the discretionary ones where 
appropriate. Advisory clients 
are contacted and any 
changes are agreed. By cof- 
fee time at 10.15, 1 get round 
to looking at my post, deal 
with client correspondence 
and any other general stock- 
broking matters. 

After this it is time for 
meeting clients. These may 
include representatives from 
companies operating em- 
ployee share option and 
Share dealing services. 

% 12.30 1 am ready for 
lunch - always a working 
lunch with clients. Here we 
discuss any relevant matter. 
For example, a client may 
have sold his business so we 
need to look at bow his in- 


Btjssu 

year's build, ng soceiy 

and insurant company de~ 
mutualisations to beam* 

m0 £ r v^tolaiigat^ 
of promoting a newdeuer, ■ 
colled “A Share in Great 

Bjitteh Companies" ttat we 
wjo introduce later tlusyear. 
Having done a pilot study, we 

M reach a larger a^J- 
_ce WrbopewecanprovMe 

j, with an insight into the wafer 

benefits of the stock markeL 

Come 4 o’clock, and we 
review the day in the stock 
market. By the time this 
meeting finishes, my corre- 
spondence is ready for me to 

SIS At 4.45. 1 have a regular 
meeting with our PEP office. 

We provide self-select and 
single company PEPs for in- 
vestors who want to make 
tbeir own decisions about 
holding equities. We pro- 
vide the back office dealing 
services for all NatWest 
PEPs, so we have similar 
types of clients to the PEP 
managers of the banking 
and fund management aims 
of the bonk. Like the rest of 
the industry, we are spend- 
ing quite some time on con- 
sidering what impact the 
introduction of Individual 
Savings Accounts will have 
on our future business. 

After this meeting, I have 
a final chance to catch up on 
any phone calls and paper- 
work. Some days, I try to 
leave just after fipm to uy and £ 
play a game of indoor tennis, 
my way of trying to keep fit. 
-Chris Ring, head of 
stockbroking NotWest 


YOU DONT HAVE TO GO 

TO THE CAPITAL 

TO GET EXPERT 

CAPITAL MANAGEMENT. 



For the past 200 years, Cape I -Cure 
Myers has provided superb personal 
investment management to its many 
clients both within reach of die Gty and 
outside the Capital. 

Today we have over £5 billion under 
management and (8 offices covering the 
length and breadth of Britain. 

Put another way, that's 18 ‘Square 
Mites' all around the country. 


The wealth of financial research 
on UK and international markets 
available at our headquarters in London 
is supplied to each of our offices. 

Whether you live in London or 
elsewhere, our expertise is instantly 
accessible to you. 

We create and monitor an 
investment strategy that is right for 
each individual client. Your own 


personal account manager will discuss 
your financial needs, agree a portfolio 
that reflects your situation and keep 
in touch on a regular basis. 

Why not call Mark Quilicr on 
0171 488 4000 for further details. 

Well prove that you needn't go 
to the # Capital to get expert capital 
management 


G0Q0 

Capel-cure Myers 

Capital management 

Dedicated to tins management of money 

Cjpd-Citrc Myers Capital Management Limited ii regulated by The Secunues and Futures Anthonly and « J member Firm ol the London Stock Exdunge. 
Regtstered ofhee: The Registry, Royal Mint Own, London EON 4EY The value riime s t m cni s wd the income derived from them may fluctuate 
P&h performance is not rtecesswly a guide to the future and an investor may not get bed. the amount originally invested. 



How the face of Footsie has changed 


When the FTSE 100 share index , 
the barometer of the UK stock 
market, was first calculated on 
3 January 1984 it had a value of 
1,000. By the end of the first day 
it closed at 997.5. What lessons 
can we draw to assess future 
trends? Steve KeWy, of Datastream/ 
1CV, the financial statistics 
provider, charts some answers 


Thu story of Footsie can be seen veiy much 
as one of growth. Yet within that growth 
have been spectacular market reversals and 
individual failures, as well as successes. 

By 16 October 1987, the index had in- 
creased to 2301. One thousand pounds in- 
vested in the market that first January 
morning would have swelled to a com- 
fo/ling£3,n8fl. assuming all dividends had 
been reinvested. 

What came next, of course, was Black 
Monday - 19 October 19S7. The market 
crash on that day and declines in the rest 
of 19S7 meant that the original £J,000 was 
worth £2,500 by the end of that year. 

Fast-forward to today. Thai original in- 
vestment of £1,000 is now worth over 
£10,000; the Footsie still hovers dose to 
5,000, despite this week's reversals. In the 
last year alone the UK slock market has 
gained almost 25 per cent. 



In the red: Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, at the Stock Exchange on 
Monday, when shares dived 


But that brief review hides some fasci- 
nating nuggets cm individual companies. Of 
the original 100 constituents only 46 still 
remain in the index, and some of these, like 
Glaxo, now Glaxo Wellcome. Midland 
Bank, now part of HSBC and Beech am. 
now SmithKline Beecham, have seen sub- 
stantial change. 

Many other organisations have experi- 
enced even more changes. Among those 
original members who have now left the 
index were Blue Arrow, British & Com- 
monwealth, Exco International, Ferranti. 
Hawker Siddeley, Magnet & Southern, 
MF1 and Trusthau.sc Forte. 

Other notable ins and outs include Pol- 


ly Peck, Saatchi & Saatchi. Next and 
Lonrho. 

You can almost see in the changing pat- 
tern of the FTSE 100 a reflection of the 0 i 
changes in the UK economy. The waves of 
privatisation had not yet really begun in 1984. 

Now 14 constituents are present which were 
previously public utilities or nationalised in- 
dustries. Another factor has been the sig- 
nificant increase in the weight of fi n anc i al 
institutions. Partly fuelled by the demutu- 
alisation of building societies, there are now 
15 financials in the index. 

In the last year, the performance of 
some of these financial stocks, together with 
growth of major players in the pharma- 
ceutical and oil sectors, has largely un- 
derpinned lhe Footsie's growth. The rest 
of the UK market, particularly many of the ^ 
smaller capitalised slocks, has produced far 1 

more modest gains. 

And where, for the future ? History tells 
us that the UK market is closely linked to 
will Street (perhaps, after this week at least, 
the Far East too). The events of October 
tvs / m the London market were part of a 
North American-led phenomenon. 

ft is only to be expected that the UK 
market would fall if the New York Dow 
Jones Industrials Index were to decline 
, 3 £Ply- Indeed the trends towards 
globalisation and the onset of round-the- 
clock trading only serve to increase asso- 

SST’’’ mmy maior markets 


Why choose off-the-peg, 
j when you can have 
j made-to-measure? 



if you have 00,000 or 
more to invui and want 
a discretionary portfolio 
management service 
genuinely tailored to 
your needs, please 
ail us on 

01732 740700 
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^ practical solutions 


W« are a medum sized firm m rs, 
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services 




Moores Kawhndu 


0171 8316123 
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Rowland 
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Insurance helps you 
sleep at night. Believing 
you're covered 
financially against all 
manner of disaster can 
really give you peace of 
mind. But what if this 
sense of security proves 
to be no more than an 
illusion? Rachel Posen 
checks out your rights 

Many people wake with a start 
when they come to c laim on an 
insurance policy and find them- 
selves turned down. Keen com- 
petition has cut margins in the 
underwriting business to the 
bone. Some in the industry 
daim this pressure is forcing in- 
surers to avoid payouts wher- 
ever legally possible. 

“Insurers’ prices are pretty 
much at rock bottom at the mo- 
ment,” says Sharon Bolton, 
from the British Insurance and 
Investment Brokers As s oc iation 
(Biiba). “To put it bluntly, 
there’s not much money to be 
made in underwriting, so they 
have to be very careful about 
what they pay out.” 

One loophole insurers can 
often exploit is known as “non- 
disclosure” or “misrepresenta- 
tion”. If you fail to disclose 
information which is considered 
to be material when you apply 
for insurance cover, then the 
company can refuse to meet any 
claim you make on that policy. 

In one example, a family had 
all their copper plumbing stolen 
during a break-in. When they 
came to submit their daim to 
the insurance company with 
whom they held a household 
contents policy, they were giv- 
en the thumbs down. The in- 
surer said they had failed to 
disclose the fact that they lived 
close to a Romany site. In this 
case tbe insurer eventually paid 
up. It was proved that staff from 
the insurance company itself 
often drove past the site and 
must have been aware of its ex- 
istence. 

Increasingly insurers are 



saying that they weren't given 
material information at the 
time the policy was written 
out, Ms Bolton says. “\M? think 
it’s very unfair because the 
genera] public can’t be expect- 
ed to know what is material in- 
formation.” 

But the office of the Insur- 
ance Ombudsman - the indus- 
try’s watchdog - says 
policyholders often fall foul of 
the non-disclosure rules 
through their own fault. If you 
deliberately misrepresent the 
facts in an insurance applica- 
tion, then you can be wasting 
your money paying premiums. 

“It is very important you 
ihmk carefully about the an- 
swers you are giving, and if 
there’s any doubt you should 
point this out,” says Michael 
Lovegrove, of the Ombuds- 
man's office. 

A lot of complaints fielded 
by the Ombudsman relate to al- 
leged non-disclosure. Some- 
times the fact that information 


was missing turns out to be 
completely innocent -where a 
question was simply not asked, 
Mr Lovegrove says. 

But not always. “Fronting” 
is a sure way to render your car 
insurance void. This is typical- 
ly where a man of 17 or 18 has 
his car insured under bis 
father’s name, to keep the pre- 
miums low. but is named as a 
driver on the policy. If a claim 
is investigated, insurance com- 
pany staff can often detect 
fronting, by finding out if the 
father has a car h imse lf, for ex- 
ample, or if the son drives the 
car to work. 

Hie most common reason 
for any insurance claim being 
refused is that the policyhold- 
er believed something was cov- 
ered which in fact was not. 
Anyone who sells you a policy 
should teD you whether there 
are any particular exclusions 
that apply to you, says S ireann e 
Moore of the Association of 
British Insurers. For instance. 


a mortgage protection policy 
might be inteoded for em- 
ployed people. If a self-em- 
ployed person was mistakenly 
sold that policy, a claim would 
probably be refused. 

“It’s always a good idea to at 
least skim through the policy 
documents when you have 
them, and find out what you 
mi g ht need when making a 
claim.” Ms Moore says. 

If your insurance policy is 
going to give you real peace of 
mind, you must make sure you 
are truthful when taking it out. 
“If there is anything at all you 
think may be relevant, then 
mention it, even if you are not 
directly questioned,” says Harry 
Purchase, a consultant on in- 
surance claims. 

Bankruptcy, County Court 
judgments and fines must be dis- 
closed. And mention any defects 
in your property or anything out 
of the ordinary, such as a near- 
by stream that might flood, Mr 
Purchase advises. 


When making any daim, 
let the insurer know as soon as 
possible that you intend to 
daim. If there's a question on 
the form you can’t immediate- 
ly answer, explain this in writ- 
ing. If there is a question which 
doesn’t apply, don't leave it 
blank - write this down too. 

If you do cod up disagree- 
ing with the decision made by 
your insurance company, first 
contact the person dealing with 
your claim. You should always 
be given a reason for a daim be- 
ing refused. 

If yon think you have been 
treated unfairly, contact the In- 
surance Ombudsman's office. 
However, some insurers are 
not membeis of the Ombuds- 
man scheme. Gripes may then 
have to be settled through the 
courts. 

Insurance Ombudsman, 0171 
928 7600; Association of British 
Insurers, 0171 600 3333; BUBA, 
01716239043 
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Did you know the government 
allows you to save from £10 to £25 a 
month with a friendly society completely 
exempt of tax?* And while your savings are growing, 
you can look forward to a final lorop sum. entirely free of 
lax. What’s more, Scottish Friendly has no shareholders. Saw 
with us and you could also share our profits. 



DON’T 

MISS OUT 
ON YOUR 




Our ten year plan offers you; 

■ A guaranteed mirv 1 ™ 1 ™ return 

■ Tbe prospect of tax exempt annual bonuses 

■ A lump sum final payment entirely free of tax 

■ The choice of paying mootfafeannuafiy or in a lump sum 

Every member of your family can save - tax efficiently. 
So don't miss out. For more information, return the 
coupon to the address below or call us free today. 

Scottish Friendly Assurance, 

FREEPOST, AdmaB 523, 

Glasgow G2 1ST.' 


5 ? 0800 585 625 


Fteasesend me more htfonnsdan on tax exempt saving with Scottish Mm* 


EXEMPT 

SAVINGS 

ALLOWANCE 

CALL FREE QUOTING IN 251097 
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Dale of birth (Age Dratt 70} /_ 

No. of people in household: 

Adults Children . 


Tide: 


First name. 


Surname . 


* 


Address. 
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Low Cost 
Life 

Assurance 


£100,000 Guaranteed Cover, 25 Year Term 


H \li:\ iM)N SMOKER) | 

Age 30 


Age 35 


Eagle Star 

£1L93 

Eagle Star 

£17.99 

Scottish Widows 

£1245 

Legal & General 

£1940 

Legal & General 

£12.60 

Scottish Widows 

£19.60 

Virgin Direct 

£1447 

Virgin Direct 

£21.23 

Marks and Spencer 

£15.65 

Marks and Spencer 

£2235 


j WOMEN (NON SMOKER) | 

Age 30 


Age 35 


Eagle Star 

£&83 

Eagle Star 

£1L89 

Virgin Direct 

£9.18 

Legal & General 

£1230 

Legal & General 

£930 

Virgin Direct 

£1343 

Scottish Widows 

£10.00* 

Scottish Widows 

£1335 

Marks and Spencer 

£1045 

Marks and Spencer 

£13.75 


Age next Birthday. Samp le monthly prenrinm rates only. Source: Company's illustration, 2/10*97. 

* £10.00 minimum premium gives cover of £103,896 

0800 77 66 66 

Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

PENSIONS and LIFE ASSURANCE... 
EAGLE STAR DIRECTLY BY TELEPHONE 

The pian must ad before your 7fllli birthday. These figures are based oa cover acceptable at ordinary rates. 

Tbe ph" is also «*ibtbk for ages 18 to 61 next birthday for various terms of covet Foil written details are available on 
request. For jonr protection, jtw call to Eagle Star may be recorded. Eagle Star Life Assurance Company Limited is 
regolated by tbe Personal Investment Aitfbority. Information or advice will only be provided an Eagk Star products. 




Many consign their savings to the low returns of 
a deposit account, wary of stodemarket ups and downs. 
But whilst success rarely comes overnight in the long run 
stocks and shares have outperformed other types of 
saving and investment. 

Investing in them through investment trusts adds 
flexibility and dilutes risk by spreading money across 
stocks, markets and sectors; an idea we invented some 130 
years ago. 

Today, our Private Investor Plan savings scheme opens the 
door to one of the best performance records in the 
industry. Invest from just £25 a month or lump sums from 
£250. Call today. 

Phone 01734 828 802 or Fax 01734 344 622 

anytime quoting the coupon code, or return the coupon. 


Foreign Colonial 


To: Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd, PO Box 2, Twyford, 
Berkshire RG109NW. 

Name 


Town 


County 


P251097ID 


The value of shares and the income from them can fall as wel! as rise and 
is no guide to the future. All figures sourced Micropal: 30.6.77-30.6. 
reinvested, rnd. Historical 3-5% notional - ~ 

figure basis: highest net rate available (U 

Limited (regulated by IMRO and the Personal Investment Authority) 


expenses. (Actual Plan charges: 02% commission and 05% Govt. Stamp Dirty). Building Society 
< Savings f25,000+Aocoum) total return, net income reinvested. Foreign & Colonial Management 
ersonaf Investment Authority) or its subsidiaries are the Managers Of the investment trusts. 
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Precaution or paranoia? Safety first in new homes 


Electronically-operated 

gatehouses, alarms, guards, 
dogs, CCTV cameras, 
sensors, extra locks, swipe 
cards, alarm bleepers - no, 
we are not talking maximum 
security prisons but a new * 
style of accommodation 
aimed at delivering a safe 
environment for people to 
live in. Penny Jackson escapes 
to give her report 


In S t George’s Hill, the Surrey 
stronghold of the rich and famous, 
there is now 24-hour monitoring by 


ter development, Wentworth Gate, 
the only access is through a perma- 
nently manned gatehouse. Swipe 
cards, keypads and cameras are not 
enough h>r some whose possessions 
come close to the value of their 
house. People at least can’t go on the 

hlinfr- 

If this seems American in flavour, 
if is. “They particularly like St 
George’s H31 and if an American 
family is paying £7,000 a month rent, 
they have every right to insist on the 
highest security”, says Victoria 
Lamb, of Oak Residential Lettings 
in Weybridge. 

“They want to know that every 
* ; and going is checked. But 
jme English owners don’t like the 
atmosphere and have moved out.” 

While dearly the influence of 
weal thy foreign buyers has ratcheted 
up the security provisions in both new 
and old homes, the insurance in- 
dustry has been very much a driving 
force in all sectors of the market as 
they offer competitive discounts if 
certain measures are taken. 

The guard at Barra tt's electron- 
ic gates may have won over a Mid- 
dle East buyer, but even at modest 
developments people expect a few 
of the same security features. 

It is not surprising, given that one 
in 34 homes were burgled in the UK 
last year. Even though some comfort 



Porterhouse blues: when swipe cards and cameras are not enough, a manned gatehouse is the answer, as at Barrattfs Virginia Water development Photo: John Lawrence 


can be drawn from latest police fig- 
ures which show a 10 per cent drop 
in burglaries in the UK, women and 
older people in particular regard se- 
curity as a key issue. 

According to a table compiled by 
Eagle Star, the insurers, the city with 
the highest risk of burglary is Mid- 
dlesbo rough, where one in 13 homes 
are likely to be broken into, while Ip- 


swich comes out as the most law- 
abiding with fewer than one in 80 
homes burgled. 

Meanwhile, London is much 
safer than is generally thought, with 
a be low-average break-in rate of one 
in 40. Burglaries in the capital have 
fallen by 12 percent this year. 

Nevertheless, the closer people 
are to London the more anxious they 


are about security. John August, of 
Galliard Homes, says that some 
people are just plain paranoid. 

“Although there may be two 
CCTV systems, monitored centrally 
and by residents, we have been asked 
for at least three locks on doors, ex- 
tra cameras and the swipe card code 
to be changed every week." 

At County Hall, Galliard has 


also installed a system by Teiguard 
which decodes an apartment num- 
ber into a telephone number. “You 
can be miles away and use your mo- 
bile to let someone into the build- 
ing," explains Mr August 

Ar Berkeley Homes, Paul Vail one 
sees it as the responsibility of the de- 
veloper to fit the most suitable system. 

Capita] Wharf at V&pping was de- 


signed with as few entrances as pos- 
sible, and with cameras in all com- 
munal areas. The underground 
car-park's steel door can only be 
opened by a remote control blipper, 
which also activates the door to the 
development. 

Much publicised muggings earli- 
er this year in west London showed 
how vulnerable people are when 


parking and many wilt only buy 
where there is an integral garage. 

In older properties, security sys- 
tems are constantly being upgraded 
— often after the owner has come 
home to find the door kicked in and 
the house ransacked. The police, 
though, have become much tougher 
with owners of faulty alarms. 

In one area of south London, 97 
per cent of call-outs were false 
alarms. A loc ksmi th on the same 
patch finds he is fitting more secu- 
rity gates and grilles. 

Security for the seller is a par- 
ticular headache for David Forbes of 
Chesterfield, whose average sale is 
about £Um: “Our wony is that 
someone might pose as a buyer in or- 
der to case the joint. If we can’t get 
a handle on them, we won't show 
them around. Some sellers won't 
even have a brochure for that rea- 
son. It gets pretty complicated when 
the wealthy or famous are operating 
under a pseudonym”. He has seen 
more panic buttons going into hous- 
es and sensors into gardens. 

In the country, unless the buyer 
is from the Middle East and sees an 
ambush down every lane, owners are 
generally more relaxed. 

Sensitive and expensive systems 
are as much for insurance purposes 
as protection, finds Rupert Sweeting 
of Knight Frank: “There was one 
house surrounded by three dose-knit 
wire fences, with prison razor wire on 
top. The owner said he wanted to go 
In and out of the house without lock- 
ing his door." He adds: “1 don’t think 
you can beat fierce dogs; they are still 
the best form of security.” 

But not for the Wimbledon cou- 
ple whose dog was so distraught* 
about being left alone to guard the 
house that it activated the latch on 
the front door. When they returned 
late at night they had to break in 
through a window, which set off the 
alarm. “Locked out by dog” at least 
has a novel ring on police files. 

Security advice from Crime Prevention 
Officers National Approval Council for 
Security Systems (Nacoss); for list of 
recognised firms, teh (01628 37512). 


Home to the new parliament, 
but a maze to the unwary 



ys 


. As Scotland prepares for 
devolution and Edinburgh 
readies itself to house the 
new Scottish Parliament, 
prices in the city are on the 
rise. But as Hamish Scott 
^reports, it pays to know the 
system and the city. 

Edinburgh solicitors do not like to 
speak of “booms”. The legal firms 
that handle most property transac- 
tions north of the border tend to use 
a more restrained vocabulary than 
sou there estate agents and there has, 
in any case, never been great call for 
exp ressions of excitement about the 
price of Scottish property. 

The dramatic price swings so fa- 
miliar to homeowners in the South 

have scarcely caused a ripple in Ed- 
inburgh or Aberdeen. Even in the 
dfopast 12 months, as average prices in 
W the South-east have soared by 10.7 
per cent, property in Scotland has 
shown no rise whatsoever, according 
to the Halifax House Price Index. 

As Edinburgh prepares for. de- 
volution there are, however, signs 
that stronger language may be called 


for. Tt’s becoming very difficult to 
put a value on prime properties," says 
Simon Eaiiclougb of the Edinburgh 
Solicitors Property Centre. 

“You can estimate a flat at 
£80,000, then see it sell for 
£150,000.” Such extreme examples 
may be rare, but the ESPCs own fig- 
ures indicate that prices in the city’s 
prime residential districts have in- 
creased by an average of around 16 
per cent over the past year. 

Buying property in Scotland can 
be a bewildering experience for 
English people unfamiliar with the 
“sealed bid” system. When 
Stephanie Harvey moved from Wilt- 
shire up to Edinburgh earlier this 
year, she soon found her ideal home; 
a three-bedroom flat in the New 
Tbwn with huge high-ceilinged 
rooms and exquisite Georgian plas- 
ter-work that was advertised for of- 
fers over £123,000. 

A survey valuation based on re- 
cent prices in the area suggested that 
the for was worth £145,000, but when 
a dosing date for bids was fixed, 
Stephanie’s solicitor informed her 
that three other bidders would also 
be competing. On the fateful day she 


bid £151,000 and learnt within four 
hours that the flat was hers. 

“It was like shooting in the dark," 
says Stephanie. “Hi never know if I 
got it by £100 arpaid thousands more 
than necessary.” 

Solicitor John Chute emphasises 
that such competition applies only 
to properties in prime locations. “The 
rises we have seen are incredibly se- 
lective," he says. “I’d say that some 
prices have gone up by 20 per cent 
in the past year, but it’s vital to choose 
not just the right area, or even the 
right street, but the right building" 

With a population of half a mil- 
lion confined between the Pent- 
lands and the Firth of Forth, 
Edinburgh is a compact multi-laired 
city where elegance rubs shoulders 
with decay. The most magnificent 
New Town apartment may be sand- 
wiched in between a flat let out to 
students and a massage parlour, 
with a “common stair” last decorat- 
ed in the days of Robert Louis 
Stevenson. 

In 1991 Ian Dunn bought such a 
flat in Gayfield Square for £71,000. 
The 1800s block suffered from dry 
rot and a badly leaking roof. 



Prime property: prices are up in the best areas of Edinburgh, but not everywhere Bumess Property 


“The basic work was going to cost 
each owner £25,000," says Ian. “So 
I helped to organise a more ambi- 
tious scheme for full renovation 
that would be eligible for a grant. In 
the end we each paid £11,000, 
though 3 spent another £35,000 on 
the flat itself." With work just fin- 
ishing, the block is now immaculate 
and lan has sold his flat for £150,000. 

Uncertainly over the parliament’s 


location has discouraged speculation 
in specific areas. 

Around Calton Hill, the site that 
most of Edinburgh would vote for, 
elegant town houses of ministerial 
proportions can fetch up to £500,000, 
though in nearby Montgomery 
Street a two-bedroom flat may still 
be found for under £60,000. 

In Leith the disparity is stiD more 
extreme. While the waterfront of Ed- 


inburgh's old port has been trans- 
formed by trendy restaurants and 
conversions, many backstreet tene- 
ments still reflect, at least in their ap- 
pearance, the town's tough and 
seedy past 

Flats here may be had for under 
£10,000 and have, to date, shown lit- 
tle sign of any rise in value. Leith is, 
however, on the up, with the Scot- 
tish Office well-established on Vic- 


toria Quay and plans for a new 
Ocean Tbrminal. 

According to enthusiasts, this 
renaissance represents the future of 
the Scottish nation in contrast to the 
bourgeois heritage of central Edin- 
burgh. 

Post-Bruveheort nationalists may 
therefore be queuing up to buy the 
“shell apartments” currently on of- 
fer in a former whisky warehouse in 
Maritime Street at prices of between 
£45,000 and £145,000. According to 
the developers, the Leith Loft Com- 
pany, the apartments offer an op- 
portunity for “adventurous creative 
spirits to tailor their own space”. 

So whilst Edinburgh's solicitors 
will readily admit that current prices 
indicate a more than usually “sus- 
tained and steady growth”, they 
flinch at any mention of a boom. A 
boom in Edinburgh might mean that 
the solicitor himself could no longer 
live in a stately Georgian apartment 
with views across the rooftops to the 
hills of Fife, a restaurant at ground 
level and a handy plumber, or indeed 
a massage parlour, in the basement. 
With such a lifestyle to preserve, 
booms are strictly for the English. 


THREE TO VIEW: WITH A * LISTING 






C t Marvin Dorset is Grade II* listed and is record- 
TJe Manorflouse atB five reception room house with separateflat 

ed as early as ] ‘ 5l8 - The “JT ■ oftfce rooms. There is a partly walled kitchen 

hasplasterwork and panelling . cherry trees. Also included in the price 

gnrien and orchard cottage. Wi £ 

Knight FraiA for £675,0°° (0*35 S1223S). 


Middle thorpe House in the village of Cuny Rivel, near Langport in Somerset, is a 
Grade n* listed former manor house, with ham s tone mullioo windows, leaded lights 
and flagstone floors. Built in the 17th century, with 19th-century additions, the foe- 
bedroom bouse has a 20ft reception hall and panelled staircase. There’s also a library, 
panelled dining room, old-fashioned larder and a laundry room. In a third of an acre 
of gardens, it’s for sale at £225,000 through Greenslade Taylor Hunt (01458 250589). 


East cote Manor near Barstone, 10 miles from Birmingham, is an Elizabethan Grade 
II* listed six-bedroom house, whicb has been restored and refurbished. It has a 
heated outdoor pool and a two-storey coach house. There are four reception rooms 
and a 22ft kitchen with a two-oven Aga. The dining room overlooks the knot gar- 
den, part of the 6.6 acres of grounds. On sale for £635,000 through John Shep- 
herd (01564 783866). 
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There's no ceiling on a child’s imagination 
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Sweet dreams From 
Star Wars in the 
Seventies (bottom . 
right, by Vymura) 
through Beano In the 
Eighties (right, 1 , 
Vymura) back to a y 
Staur Wars revival l M 
now; but the «t 
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alternative in tile 
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Twenty years ago, 
mustard and brown 
dominated children’s 
rooms. Today, the sky^s 
the limit; especially as 
*Star Wars’ makes a 
comeback after years of 
being seen as a naff 
leftover from the late 
Seventies. Fiona Brandhorst 
peeks into the kids' den 
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Nineties^, saving;,:' 
endangered apedef^R f^v?. 
(jeft, Crovmh-Go 
Wiktt collection) 
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Cast your mind back, it’s 1970. 
Luke Skywalker's iniergaiactlc 
battles were still to be fought but 
man had already landed on the 
moon. Your bedroom had yet 
to become an adult-free zone 
and you were happy with your 
orange candlewick bedspread, 
tissue paper roses and Athena 
poster of a fluffy kitten sitting 
in a teacup. 

Then someone, somewhere, 
decided that children needed a 
space to call their very awn. 
Your dad bad to bufld you a 
bunk bed complete with integral 
strip lighting, shelves and pin 
board. Star Wars wallpaper was 
within your grasp and you didn't 
care if the repeat pattern of 
Basil Brush blurred your vision 
for a week. 

Strangely, few children of the 
Seventies can remember their 
bedroom. AndnS Montaut, 37. 


is a rare exception. Helped by 
the fact that he recently found 
a snapshot of himself proudly 
posing >n front of his Nasa pro- 
gramme wallpaper, he remem- 
bers his space-mad days with 
understandable nostalgia. U I 
was always rigging up some 
air-propelled Squeezy-bottle 
space rocket on a string that Td 
seen on the TV programme 
Haw, so I think my parents let 
me have my own way with the 
wallpaper." 

Now his six-year-old son 
goes lo sleep deep in the rain- 
forest with endangered species 
on the prowl around his walls. 
“William’s much more into sav- 
ing the planet than I was at that 
age. I was into blowing it up " 

But that doesn’t mean to- 
day’s children have lost then- 
sense of adventure. Second 
generation Star Wars fans now 


have then own chance to strike 
bade, lb mark the trilogy’s re- 
release, a redesigned Star Wars 
wallcovering has been 
launched; it was first available 
in full Technicolor in 1977. 

Demand is expected to be 
huge but there’s already a lot 
ont there to choose from. With 
a pliable parent, today’s child 
has access to pattern books 
faB of superheroes or television 
characters. 

Each time Disney releases a 
new film a fully co-ordinated 
wallcovering collection follows: 
Aladdin, Pocahontas and now 
Hercules will be appearing soon 
on a bedroom wall near you. 

It's not a question of 
whether you want to decorate, 
it’s how often. For parents it 
poses a dilemma . Should you in- 
dulge your child in his or her lat- 
est fad? Mick Atkinson, father 


of Bruno, 5, doesn't think you 
need to: “I don’t like the so- 
called traditional stuff. We’ve 
got wall hangings from India 
and South America in Bruno’s 
room and I think the primitive 
nature of the art does fit quite 
well in a child's bedroom. It’s 
simple, evocative and very 
colourful. I suppose it’s adults’ 
taste but Bruno picked all the 
dinosaur posters to go with it,” 
So what would children to- 
day choose for their bedrooms 
it there were no restrictions? 
Richard GreenhiU. 8, likes the 
wild animat border he’s re- 
cently chosen for his room. 
But he would make changes grv^ 

en a free rein. *Td k/ve Sidr Wars 
■wallpaper,” he says. “And I’ve 
had my Mickey Mouse cur- 
tains for ages, so Td rather have 
Indiana Jones ones. Can you get 
them?” Surprisingly, not yeL 


His sister Alice, 10, likes a 
different kind of fantasy story. 
“I chose a border with unicorns, 
rabbits, fairies and a castle - it 
was pretty and I Like those 
kinds of things,” says Alice. A 
keen ballet dancer since she was 
three, Alice would have liked all 
her bedroom walls covered with 
ballerinas - if her mother had 
agreed. 

So it seems that gender 
stereotyping is even more ev- 
ident now than 25 years ago 
when mustard-yellow and 
brown had universal sex appeal. 
Broadly speaking, the 19<Ws girl 
appears to prefer pastel 
colours and Barbie pinks, not 
ro mention Barbie herself and 
any amount of ballet dancers 
and floral folksy styles. Boys 
choose to spend their days 
and nights being pirates, train 
drivers and strippers - only 


areas seems 
boy/giri<fivide. 

. ’Jhnetta has been 
painting, children’s bedtjia^T 
and furniture for arpund^w^^ 
years and says it is the create' 
parents who want something 
different for their chfldreou 
“It's the mums who have Some- 
thing in mind and xnotxvate'tlie 
child into liking it too" 

■ Most of the work she does' ' 
for boys’ bedrooms is. ^rightly 
coloured .fish and animats. 
Younger girls prefer fairies, 
raggy dolls andflewers. “I work 
all over the South-east and 
contrary to popular belief the. 
wackiest people definitely live 
in Essex,” says Tanetfa. “They 
want everything bigger and' 
bolder than anywhere else and 
they're nek afraid to go over the 
top. The colours are all rasp- 
berry, Kme green and tangerine 
with lots ofsparidy paint for the 
girls.” 

However, you can never pre- • 
diet what a child will choose, 
lametta's daughter has just 
plumped for a bold ready-print- 
ed wallpaper in preference to 
one of her mum’s hand-paint- 
ed designs. Who knows, the or- 
ange candlewick bedspread may 
yet make a return. 
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Vymum (0161-368 8321); 
Thnetta Nye (0171-6423757) 
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Wanted 


HAND CRAFTED 
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS 



Keats Lodge 

Chase Side C res can C. .4 ajidd Middlesex 

( )}H n i it nr sfafa M dffd u \ Wont - spin 

m: oitismiuo 



£sr ,:90 


ace 

Dulwich 


PEN 

in detached homes 
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or Oak, Walnut 
or Birch? 


You be inspired by tne cncuce 




Inspiration. At your feet. 



LAND/SITES - without Planning Permission 
but with possible development potential. 
Preferably in vilbgofemi locations, in 
Cheshire and North West. 

Wfe are prepaed to take althe ousts and risks in obtaining 
penrisaion. Our planning constants are expats. Wb are interested 
hbuyfng any land- from ta/ge gardens to serious acreage. ; 

Dfficuft. rufcnoe, problem, conversion, renovation, feted, redundant 
andUrTO^TtxxtflysiteaallcoraitoBd 
PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY PANNING 
HISTORY DETAILS ID: 


GOLDFINCH 


Goldfinch (Projects) Limited, 

Baton, West Road, Weaverham, Cheshire CW8 3HH 
Tel: 01928 787800 


Herefordshire 
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MORTGAGES 


When it’s best to move lenders 


. ' The offer sounded good 

■ at the time. A fixed-rate 
mortgage, pegged 

at an attract i vely low 
level. Except, it is now 
• coming to an end. What 

- do you do? Should you 
''fix again? Will you be 

allowed to? Nic Gcutti 
‘looks at the options. 

Cast your mind back just two or 
three years ago. For hundreds 
• of thousands of borrowers, that 
period was a golden age, when 
it was possible to fix a home loan 

■ for three, four and five years at 
rates as low as 4.99 per cent for 
shorter-end mortgages. 

Of course, the low rates had 

- more than a little to dowith the 
fact that, with firet-time buyers 
-scarce on the ground, lenders 
were desperate to poach each 

•• other’s business. 

But in the intervening peri- 
: od, for -many the gamble has 
. paid off. With variable rate 
mortgages back up to 8.45 per 
. :ent and, so the experts say, des- 
tined to go even higher, that fix 
; ip 1994 has meant considerable 
Savings since then. 

The really testing question is 
hat of what to do now. The gen- 
eration of borrowers coming out 
if their present fixes face the 
XKsibOity of variable ra tes that 
nay be up to double the pay- 
neats they have been making 
ip until recently. 

For them, the need is often 
or a new - and competitive - 
Ixed rate to stabilise payments 
it levels they know wiD apply for 
ome years to come, or the op- 
ion of moving elsewhere if 
teed be. If so, they face diffi- 
ulties. 

Simon Tyler, a director at 
Thase de Vere Mortgages, a 
Mortgage broking firm in Lon- 
lon, says: “Thousands of peo- 

- ile who locked into very 
(tractive rates are starting to 

-ome out of them now. 

- “The problem they have is 
•ne of how to get a good deal 
rora their lender.' Nor is It' 
keiy that their lender will offer 



Path to a puzzle: many people move in on a fixed-rate loan, only to be faced by difficulties when the fixed-rate period expires 


them as attractive rates as they 
would to new borrowers." 

Nor is it that easy to switch 
lenders. According to Nick 
Deutsch, chief executive at 
FirsiMortgage, a telephone- 
based home loans provider, the 
difficulty lies in what borrowers 
signed up to at the time of that 
bargain deal 

“There has always been 
some form of penalty for re- 
paying a mortgage early but up 
to three years or so ago there 
was very little ‘overhang’ if 
any,” Mr Deutsch says. “When 
you took out a fixed rale mort- 
gage. the chances were that- 
any redemption penalty did not 
extend that far beyond the 
length of the fixed or discount- 
ed period. 

“This meant that once it 
was over, you could move to an- 
other lender within a relative- 
ly short time. Today, it is more 
difficult to do so. 

■ ■ “Some lenders are less keen 
-ou offering a new and compel- 
r itive ExTb people coming out of 
one because they have calcu- 


lated their costs on the hasis that 
borrowers mil stay with them for 
six or seven years.” 

Another reason for many 
lenders' reticence to offer at- 
tractive new deals to existing 
borrowers, particularly among 
building societies, is that (bey 
face restrictions on how they 
raise money to lend. Because it 
comes largely out of savers’ 
deposits, they will tend to offer 
new borrowers the best deals. 

Not everyone is in the same 
boat. Many other bank-style 
lenders are relatively unen- 
cumbered with the need to use 
wholesale funding from the 
money markets to finance new 
rounds of lending. 

Jim Chadwick, marketing 
director ai Barclays Mortgages, 
says: “When customers take 
out a fixed-rate mongage with 
us, we make it dear that wc may 
be able to offer them a new rate 
at the end of their fixed term. 

. . “This gives them the confi- 
dence and peace of mind of 
being able to budget ahead. In- 
deed, many of our customers 


use this to their advantage, by 
taking up a number of succes- 
sive fixed rales with us." 

Matthew and Marie Dennis, 
a young couple living in Bed- 
ford, did just that. Their first 
£50.000 repayment-style loan, 
taken out through Barclays 
Mortgages in March 1995. was 
pegged at 5.99 per cent for one 
year. Thereafter, the couple 
moved straight on to a 18- 
month deal, fixed at 125 per 
cent. 

Recently, when the time 
came to consider the options 
once again, they went for an- 
other fix, this time for 10 years 
at 7.99 per cent. 

Mr Dennis, a financial ad- 
viser working for an insurance 
company, explains: “We want- 
ed the security of knowing what 
our payments would be for a 
while ahead and thought that 
this would be the best move. Al- 
though interest rates may well 
come down next year, they are 
quite likely to go np in the 
intervening period, which 
makes this an even better deaL” 


His wife Marie adds: “We 
didn’t want to gamble, but it is 
worth noting that this rate is be- 
low the existing variable rate 
anyway. And with this loan, we 
did not have to pay an extra 
arrangement fee or for a new 
valuation." 

Not everyone will be lucky 
enough to be offered a similar 
deal by their lender, although in- 
creasingly, those lenders who 
find their customers are pre- 
pared to redeem a mortgage 
rather than stay put on un- 
competitive rates are willing to 
quietly give the same terms as 
they would to new borrowers. 

At Chase de Vere, Simon 
Tyler recommends ibis as one 
option. Alternatively, he advis- 
es that it can sometimes be nec- 
essary to move away from a 
lender even if this may involve 
a penalty for doing so. 

Nick Deutsch, from First- 
Mortgage, agrees. His compa- 
ny has just launched two 
three-year products. One is a 
discounted mongage, which 
knocks 2.05 per cent off a cur- 


rent variable rate of 8 per cent. 
The other is a fixed rate pegged 
at 6.15 on loans of up to 90 per 
cent of a home's value. 

Mr Deutsch advises doing 
your sums before you move: 
“Say you are on a variable rate 
of 8.25 per cent and you gel the 
chance of a two-year fixed deal 
at 4.99 per cent. The saving will 
be 6.5 per cent over those two 
years. 

“Now, say there is a re- 
demption penally of six months’ 
interest on your loan. That 
works out at 4.125 per cent. 
Even after legal and arrange- 
ment fees, plus a new valuation, 
you will still be significantly in 
the black. Sometimes the math- 
ematics do speak in favour of 
moving your loan.” 

' The Independent' has published 
a free 27-page Guide to Mort- 
gages, written by Me Cicutti, the 
paper's personal finance editor. 
The guide, sponsored try Barclays 
Mortgages, is available to all 
readers by calling 0800 585691. 
Or filial the coupon on page 4. 
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Gazumping is no problem 
— unless it happens to you 


Gazumping is not nearly as 
much of a problem as every- 
one thinks, according to 
Black Horse Agencies. It 
has monitored the subject for 
its latest Home Report, out 
yesterday, and says that it is 
surprised to find gazumping 
occurs in only 5 per cent of 
all sales in England. 

No one who is a victim of 
gazumping will feel any bet- 
ter for knowing that, but the 
real culprits of the piece 
seem to be buyers who puli 
out Apparently an average 
12 per cent go back on their 
word and are the cause of al- 
most three-quarters of col- 
lapsed sales. 

Whether it is buyers or 
sellers (5 per cent) who pull 
out, the effect is to almost 
double (he time it takes to 
agree a sale. The report 
shows that homes are selling 
in 12 weeks or less on aver- 
age - the fastest time since 
the surveys started. 

One in seven homes are 
even selling in a week or less 
and half in six weeks or less. 
The hot-spots, with a time of 
two weeks, are St Albans. Al- 
ton in Hampshire, Chelsea 
and Wells in Somerset 

Scotland makes a debut 
appearance with an average 
of 1 1 weeks. The slowest re- 
gion is the North-west 
where it takes an average 19 
weeks. Nationally. 96 per 
cent of the asking price is 
achieved and the Black 
Horse average property sells 
for £79.000. First lime buy- 
ers make up 31 per cent and 
the lowest average price 
they pay is £40,000 in Scot- 
land and the highest £72,000 
in the South-east. The num- 


ber of available homes is 
more than 30 per cent down 
on last year and Black 
Horse concludes that the 
market has “paused for 
breath”. 

* 

Ironsides, a residential letting 
agency, is warning that high 
London rents are driving 
would-be te nan ts away from 
their traditional haunts in 
Knightsbridge, Kensington 
and Chelsea. It says that 
sub-standard properties are 
often marketed at prime 
prices. Jacqueline Ironside 
says over-optimistic rents 


‘Over-optimistic 
rents in London are 
in danger of 
“killing the goose ” - 
Far East nationals’ 


are in danger of “killing the 
goose”, namely nationals 
from the Far East. 

So far buyers from the re- 
gion show no signs of losing 
interest in the London mar- 
ket but Ms Ironside believes 
that many are, in fact, expe- 
riencing difficulties. She 
likens the belief in sustain- 
able increases in rents to the 
madness of the Eighties sales 
boom. “This time, if we wait 
until the muse stops, it is the 
rental market that will be 
hit”' 

She adds: “It is the best 
kind of corporate tenant 
who most objects to inflated 
prices. These are the tenants 
who pay the rent on time, 
take up options to renew and 
respect property.’’ 
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A NEW STYLE OF LIVING 
ON THE NORTH BANK SW1 



Prestigious Houses 
For The Discerning Executive 

Balvaird Place. Eight prestigious houses offering premier 
security and garage parking in SW1. Four-bed rimmed 
properties are available for rental now from around £1,000 
per week exclusively through Chestertons Residential. 

s, ' r ' " ,,!1 

CHESTERTONS 

W RESIDENTIAL ^ 

0171 834 9998 

ChiMertons Residential is a trnJins name of Chesterton p/c 
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To advertise in this section please call the 
PROPERTY team on 0171 293 2302/2343. 
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MAJOR 
NORTHERN 
PROPERTY AUCTIONS 

Mainl> By Order of The Mortgagees 
tndnding tho Halifu Pic 

HOUSES FIATS' LAND AND COMMERCIAL PREMISES | 

18TH NOVEMBER J997 HAYDOCK 
PARK RACECOURSE - 0839 772202 

89 Lots 

Properties throughout the North West 

19TH NOVEMBER - NOVOTEL, 
BRADFORD - 0839 772203 

4? Has 

Properties throughout Central North 

20TH NOVEMBER - RAMSIDE HALL 
HOTEL DURHAM - 0839 772204 
i5 Lota 

Properties throcehom the North East 
fr* a Cualofw: call the . amb er, atom. Cafe ►> Itaoc 
im cih J t «9p per mm For ■ food Str fiftfe may urwjlve a j 
loaf All] eaO l be amber for barber Oifonmnaa. 
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Services 


. Tjonkiny for a property to bnv or rent? 

- Well, now yotr can find the home of your dreams 
without leaving your favourite armchair 

Just think, no more trekking around the 
Agents, no more wasted weekends viewing, 
no more stress and strain. Our experts 
search and find, we match using our 
database, wc view and make a video of 
your selected properties - and much more - 
while you just sit back and relax. 

Find our more - call free on 0800-298 4312 
Fast, efficient and affordable - Fees from £30 

The Property Boi Ltd. Demon House. 4A44 Wicklow St, London WCIX 9HL 




On November 9 please see The Independent on Sunday 
for a Property Feature on East London. 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Sell your home for as little 
as £50 per advertisement 


Advertise your property through the Independent and Independent on Sunday’s 
highly successful Property Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money or the Sunday Business 
sections. Your property will appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £ 1 50 (£50 each) 



Detached family home. 

Grade Q limed, large fcf^aep, 1 
reception room, hiB^ds ivom- 
4 bed, 2 bath. Bc^ctfi^weD 
maintained l/2ocre.l 

Well cnmectMf&.ltisd and rail 
lofcal schools. 

'.£250,000 

P&Ztyjfctep&crur (Daytime): l 

^0171 293 2037 


Fill in this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to; The Property Team, 
Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL 

Deatffine for receipt of co py/photo k ai least 6 wooing days prior to publication. 

Offer open to private advertisers only, com mewfcl a d w ds fng padoge awHible on request. 


NAME. 


-TELEPHONE (daytime). 


ADDRESS.. 


I require lQ 20 3 C (tid appropriate box) Advertisement^) at a total cost of £. 


Please endose a cheque fcr this amoiirt made payable to T'JewspaperPubTdiing Plc'orfll in yourVsa/Access/Amex/Df»ers Qub details: 
CREDIT CARD NO 111 1 11 1 1 1 1111111111 EXPIRY DATE- : SIGNATURE 


For advice or more information please callTTie Property Team* on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 
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Charisma at the wheel of Ferrari 


In the same way that great 
cars are specifically designed 
for the job, so it sometimes 
seems great managers are 
too. Luca di Montezemolo, for 
instance, is tailor-made for 
the chairmanship of Ferrari, 
as Gavin Green reports. 

He is the most charismatic car com- 
pany boss in the world, which is ap- 
propriate, given that he runs the most 
charismatic name in motoring. At 50, 
he is exactly the same age as the Fer- 
rari company, too. 

He is handsome and stylish, as 
you'd expect. and his English is fluent, 
usually supported by energetic hand 
movements. 

Like his unde. Fiat boss Gianni Ag- 
nelli, Luca di Montezemolo talks ro- 
mantically but, as with all good 
managers, he is a rationalist at heart 
And his management record is superb. 
His first stint at Ferrari, from 19 73-77, 
was as manager of the Formula One 
team. He was just 25 when be start- 
ed. Two world championships late r, 
both with Nikki Lauda as driver, be 
left to manage other wings of the Fiat 
empire, including La Stampa news- 
paper. He then organised Italia '90 - 
Italy's hosting of the football World 
Cup - before rejoining Ferrari, in 19 91, 
as chairman and managing director. 

Since then, Ferrari 's FI team has 
been transformed, from highly 
resco u reed also-rans into challengers, 
this weekend, for the world driver's 
championship, with Michael Schu- 
macher at the wheeL And Ferrarfs 
road car business is flourishing, with 
a range of well-made yet beautiful 
sports cars selling in 40 different 
countries. Oi Montezemolo had not 
long returned from Egypt, the mar- 
que's newest market, when we met, 
and spoke enthusiastically about how 
mechanics from mainland China are 
now being trained to work on Ferraris. 

UK sales are also booming. Ferrari 
expects to sell just over 400 cars here 




this year, which is not bad when the 
cheapest model costs almost £100,000. 
This year, for the first time, more Fer- 
raris will be sold in Britain than in Italy. 
The UK is number three, behind 
America and Germany. Total Ferrari 


One for the 
mad: Luca di 
Montezemolo 
speaks 
romantically, 
but is a 
rationalist at 
heart. He has 
largely 
inspired the 
550 Maranelto 

(lefty. 

Ferrarft 
newest model 

production, says di Montezemolo, is 
now capped at 3,500-4,000 a year. 

But most of the conversation was 
about this weekend’s final Grand Friz 
in Jerez, Spain. Oi Montezemolo will 
attend practice and qualifying but, as 


usual, will leave before the race. “I pre- 
fer practice and qualifying and find T 
can be more useful then. And this 
weekend there’s another reason for 
leaving early. I doubt whether toy 
nerves could stand it" 

He sees motor raring as crucial to 
Ferrari ’s prestige and image. “We 
are the only manufacturer in FI who 
makes our own cars and engines. 
That puts a tremendous financial and 
technical burden on us, but it helps 
with our road cars and it certainly helps 
with oar reputation. Ferrari needs to 
be in GP raring. We've done it since 
the world championship began in 
1950 and in a way it’s a prison for us: 
we can't get out.” 

Di Montezemolo has unstinting 
praise for his driver, Michael Schu- 


macher. “He is the world’s best dri- 
ver, but Ferrari does not have the 
world's best FI racing car - Williams 
does. But I think we have the best over- 
all team, in strategy, planning and pit- 
stops. Next year, when the niles 
change in many big ways, I think we 
might have the best car, too.” 

LAwocalo, as he's known bymany 
at Ferrari (the advocate, or lawyer), 
also rates highly Schumacher's team- 
mate Eddie Irvine, Bracing's most fa- 
mous bad boy. “He’s a super guy. I fist 
met him years ago, when we thought 
he migh t be a good driver for us. 
Straight after we were introduced be- 
fore another word passed, Irvine - a 
Ferrari owner - said; 'Your spares are 
too bloody expensive.’ I really re- 
spected him for that. It shows he has 
a great sense of humour.” (As to 
whether it caused di Montezemolo to 
investigate his spare part prices, I didn't 
have the wit to ask.) 

Ferrarfs newest model inspired 
very much by di Montezemolo, is the 
550 Maranello. It is gorgeous, rather 
than faead-tumingly extravagant, more 
in keeping with these softer, gentler 
times. It also has a front-engine, 
whereas Ferrarfs range-topping sports 
cars for die past 20 years have had raid- 
engines, in the FI style. 

“I wanted a front engine because it 
is more practical. It makes for roomi- 
er cabins and better packaging. "We must 
increase the usability and practicality 
of Ferraris.” Not that the speed factor 
has been dimmed The 550 Maranel- 
lo is fester and better handling than any 
of its predecessors and is already be- 
ing spoken of as one of the greatest 
sports cars of all time. Di Montezemolo 
is also pleased that it is popular in 
colours other than Ferrari red. “Some 
people find the red a bit too loud. 1 like 
red. But not everybody does.” 

Not that di Montezemolo is going 
to take Ferrari too far down the sub- 
tle, practical route. “These are very 
emotional cars. The emotion of dri- 
ving - that's what Ferrari is all about” 

And you can't help thinking that the 
company couldn’t be in better hands. 



GA V1N_GREEN. 


Diana’s legacy 


There 

es which Pnaccss Dtana 

supported duru^berWe- 

the Red Cross, M**®* 

ers, the landmines ban. jet 

her death highlighted an- 
other -^and it could be one 

of her finest legacies. 

From what Tve seen ana 

experienced, there snow a 

sharp increase in the HU® 
ber of people who wear 
their rear seat belts. 

Had Diana fastened her 
belt she would, very proba- 
bly, be alive today. Despite 
the’ absurd speed, and the 
unyielding nature of the 
concrete barrier her car hit 
in Paris, there is probably no 
safer place to be in a crash 
than the rear compartment 
of a Mercedes S-class. But 
only if you’re wearing a belt, 
In ihe past fortnight. I’ve 
noticed two examples of ha- 
bitual back-seat non-belt 
wearers reaching for their 
buckles. 

Back benchers in bigger 
cars, often 4x4s it seemed to 
me, have been particularly 
resistant in the past It s as 
though they felt so protect- 
ed by their vehicle's bulk, 
that the belt became irrele- 
vant Such thinking is, of 
course, absurd. Big off-road- 
ers may look safer, owing to 
their size; but tests suggest 
that in a big accident if 
you're untethered you're 
going to fly around that cab- 
in like a dice in a shaker. 
Unharnessed kids in the 


^Qfcaisparticulariy^ 
poor Diana has now tau^tt 

^Mother mistake is told- - 

in. your child whDeyon're 
tadted up. or - jns! as bad 

putting your cfuld on your 

L. with the bell over both , 
of you. In the first ewe - 

you’U never manage to hold 
on, not in a big crash. In the 

second instance youH ; 
squash your infant Can you 
imagine a worse way to lose 

a child? : 

I also partly blame the car 
makers, the legislators and. 

the police for our relaxed at- ! 
titude to seat-belt wearing., - 
Everv day we see un tethered 
passengers, especially in the 
back, with the police most- .; 
ly turning a blind eye. _ . 

Dashboard airbags, side 
airbags, anti-submarine 
seats, door safety bars - : - 
they’re all useful took in pro- 
tecting us, and we increas- - 
inglv demand them from 
our new cars. 

And it's so easy, once en- ; 
sconced in the cosy and re- 
laxed cockpit of a modern 

car to feel at ease, and so ut- - 

terly safe. But it is partly an 
illusion. None is as effective ■ 
as the seat belt, the greatest 
single safety boon of all, 
and - like most great in- 
ventions - so marvellously 
simple. 



A competent car right off the shelf 


MY WORST CAR/CAROL MCGIFFIN’S TRIUMPH TR7 


It has been said that 
cars are talcing on the 
mantle of supermarket 
consumables. John 
Sinister finds out if there 
is anything more to the 
Daewoo Leganza, while 
below James Huppert asks: 
are second-hand 
Daewoos good value? 


WeB, you can now buy a Dae- 
woo at Sainsbuxy’s, along with 
your daewooly bread. Three 
new showrooms have just 
opened at the ubiquitous gro- 
cers' Sava centre stores. 

Daewoo's first offerings on 
the UK market were luke- 
warm reworkings of the pre- 
vious-generation Vauxball 
Cavalier and Astra - the Es- 
pero and Nexia respectively. 
This year, however, Daewoo 
has built three new cars of its 
own making. The third car, the 
Leganza, is by far the best Dae- 
woo to date. 

The 2.0-litre engine is 
tractable but not memorably 
refined, the four-speed auto- 
matic (there is a manual too) 
works well but won’t be wor- 
rying the boffins at Honda, the 
ride is compliant enough but 
won't astonish anyone, the 
handling and steering feel are 
actually quite commendable 
but can't match a Mondco's ... 
I could go on, but the point is 
that this is a totally innocuous 
motor car. If that is a criticism 
(it won’t be, to many) then it’s 



The . 
Daewoo 
Leganza: a 
good, solid 
purchase, 
just like 
your 

Sainsfauryk 

groceries 


not one exclusive to Daewoo. 
No, it’s a wholly competent 
car, and that's what puts it in 
contention . 

It has some especially good 
points, too - it's surprisingly 
roomy and the equipment is 
generous, extending to twin 
airbags, anti-lock brakes, air 
conditioning, electric every- 
thing including driver's seat 
control and a decent radio-cas- 
sette player. Leather is avail- 
able, and the CDX tested 
here features wood trim of a 
type not available from any 
tree yet discovered. 

Interior design remains 
something of a grey area, but 
then it does in most Japanese 
cars. The dash is well stocked 
and the driving position, with 
lumbar adjustment and lilting 
seat and wheel, is day-long 
comfortable. 

There remains only one- 
bone of contention with the 
Leganza and its stablemates - 
the gritty business of resale val- 


ue. Residual values for the 
new-wave Daewoos are pre- 
dicted to be better, but in any 
case the company would be 
quibk to point to the low cost 
of overall ownership in its 
favour. There is no doubt 
that, as-yet-unknown depre- 
ciation apart, the Leganza is 
remarkably good value. The 
less well-equipped - though 
not by much - SX, a roomier 
car than the Vauxhali Vectra, 
weighs in at £13,795 with, re- 
member, everything thrown in. 
The CDX gives you a fiver’s 
change from £15,000. You can 
spend that on the vegetables. 
Specifications 
Daewoo Leganza 
Prices: SX £13,795, 

CDX £14,995 on the road. 
Engine: 1998cc transverse in- 
line four, 4 valves per cylinder, 
132bhp. Four-speed auto- 
matic transmission or five- 
speed manual. Performance 
(manual): top speed lZSmph, 
0-60mph 10.0 secs, overall 


fuel consumption 30.7mpg. 
Rivals 

Ford Mondeo 1.6 Aspen 
Price: £13,765 

The Mondeo is still the best 
all-round package in its class 
and it's dynamics humble the 
Daewoo's, but in this Aspen 
guise it will seem spartan and 
it isn't as roomy as the Legan- 
za. Look at spending another 
£4,000 to match the Leganza 
SX’s equipment and engine. 

Toyota Carina E 1 .8GS 
Prices £14335 

Ordinary but well made, with 
a smooth powerplant and a 
reputation for longevity. 
Made in England, too. 

Fiat Marea 2.0 ELX 
Price: £14,647 
A bit characterless for a Fiat, 
but will feel special in this 
company. The engine is a 
gem, but the package is let 
down by the interior. 


I absolutely love cars, always 
have done. However, there was 
one that almost put me off the 
whole idea of motoring. It was 
a Triumph TR7, my very first 
sports car, and almost my last 

I can dearly remember see- 
ing the car parked on a dealer’s 
forecourt in Maidstone. It was 
a 1976 model and finished in 
white. I just fell in love with it, 
I suppose. So the next day I just 
had to go back and buy it. 

Now the Triumph was a 
highly uncool sports car at the 
time, but I had visions of 
McGiffin sparking a TR7 re- 
vival. You know, a future 
dassic with a high price to 
match. Instead I paid a low- 
ly £750 for what was a very 
shabby sports car. Mind you, 
tbe price included a compre- 
hensive warranty for one year, 
which, it turned out, was 





worth absolutely nothing. 

It all started to go wrong al- 
most straight away. I paid the 
money, got in the car and be- 
gan to drive back home to 
London. After a few miles, it 
got slower and slower. I knew 
something was wrong because 
the temperature gauge was go- 
ing mad I finally stopped and 
there was steam and water 
everywhere. Not surprisingly 


the engine had seized. What a 
complete nightmare, stranded 
by the side of the road with a 
useless used car. Just as bad, 
though, was trying to get it fixed 
once I got the TR7 towed to a 
garage.The cooling system 
seemed to fox just about every 
so-called expert but that didn’t 
stop them charging me a for- 
tune for failing to repair it 
In the end I got fed up with 




the car because it was proving 
to be so unreliable and elu- 
sive to keep going, so I tried to 
sell it. The only person who . 
showed any interest was Chris . 
Evans. In fact he nearly didn't 
buy it and wanted to back out 
of tbe deal I had to threaten 
him by saying "I know people". ' 
That did the trick and he soon 
banded over the money, just 
£300. . 4 

The whole TR7 experience 
did not put me off sports cars • 
though. I went straight out and 
bought another one. which ’ 
turned out to be just as bad. It . 
was a 1985 Fiat Xl/9, but for 
some strange reason had a G 
registration plate. Veiy dodgy. 

Carol McGiffin is co-presenter of 
Talk Radio's breakfast show, 
6.30 -9am. She was speaking to 
James Ruppert 


Angry dealers, but little depreciation 


Daewoos started to dip dra- 
matically in value in the sum- 
mer of *96 when an agreement 
with a distributor to resell 
used models foundered. Cale- 
donia Motors was worried 
about Daewoo’ s anti-dealer 
advertising. 

Tbe sharks (sorry, dealers) 
have quickly taken their re- 
venge, with dealers in 
Northamptonshire vowing to 
boycott a local car show if Dae- 
woo turned up. and a dealer in 
Sidcup even advertising the 
fact that no Daewoos are ac- 
ceptable as part exchanges. 

Being classed as “doubtful 
stock" by the trade car price 
guide. Glass’s, did not help. 


Prices for all models slumped 
by a massive 10 per cent in 
March and again in April. In 
May, however, Daewoo final- 
ly managed to sign up a num- 
ber of independent dealers to 
sell their used cars. 

Daewoos are unremark- 
able cars but are well-proven 
and reliable, with no major 
faults. They come with driver’s 
airbags, side impact protec- 
tion, ABS brakes, immobilis- 
ers and even mobile phones. 
All models from May 1996 
have air conditioning. 

Actually trying to find used 
Daewoos on sale is not that 
easy. Popping into Daewoo's 
showroom in Norwich re- 


vealed an N-regislered Nexia 
GLi hatchback in white. The 
mileage was a very low 7,800 
and the asking price at £6,595 
was much higher than the 
trade price. It was a similar sto- 
ry with a 15.000-mile 1996 1.5 
GLXi Espero which, at 
£6,745, may have had air con- 
ditioning. but was £1,000 more 
than a 10,000-mile example in 
the trade price guides. 

Private buyers are also ask- 
ing for more. A 1995 Nexia au- 
tomatic for £6.995 in Surrey 
was too expensive, as was a 
1995 Espero at £9,500. How- 
ever, I looked at a green 1996 
Nexia GLXi in North London, 
with just 8300 miles on the 


clock and an asking price of 
£6,000. That seemed like in- 
credible value for a low 
mileage, year-old car with air 
conditioning. 

Even so. the seller had 
been offered less tban £4,000 
by dealers to purchase the car 
outrigfiL He thought £6,000 
was reasonable fora little-used 
car which cost over £10,000 tbe 
previous year. It was difficult 
to disagree and for once the 
price asked undercut the trade 
guides. 

The conclusion has to be 
that a used Daewoo is worth 
considering. Hurry though, 
because the era of the cheap, 
used Daewoo will soon pass. 
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THE PHO NE CA LL 
THAT COULD 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE 



ROSE* Can you believe if? I get ouf 
of work and she's standing there with this silly grin on her 
face, holding a rose. She says it's for our one week 
anniversary. Yeah, 1 could get used to this. J J 

To place your own FREE persona! ad, call 

0800 216318 






MITSUBISHI COLT GL ISOOcc" 

RED - F REG. ’89 - 89,500 miles 

*3 SPOKE ALLOYS +■ RADIO CASSETTE +. ALARM” 
TTumw & nrvr * 


QUICK SALE FOR ONLY 

£1,700 o.n.o. 

Call James -Day 0171 293 2755 
Evening -01474 832459 


Citroen XMVSX Estate 
2.5 Turbo Diesel 

Emerald Gr*en Metallic, one 

W*- M JU» 

mik-v Full H tstory. thb lovetv 
car n.-piuM.-ncs lwrt f K value tf 
ymi n«!d 3 hig toad earner that 

can talk Rli the fob dotyj. 
veu, ft-jflaim-. 412,49$ 

01442 871234 

(suin Dealer) 


’R’ Reg. Saxo USX 

Power jtfwrtng. sun roof. 
c .*gnc Windows, central 
locking, two vears Free 

Insurance, less than 100 
wFjl?’ choice of colours, 
wfe mink the best small car 
around and sensational 

value at SS.27S. 
01442 871234 

(Main Dealer) 


ALVIIN 5,000 

83? BAR taco 


«5W«K> 1.600 
50CLM 2.800 
C0EM7V 

SJ2CTU eoo 
mil DA |4oo 
■MPBC LW0 


2.000 

1-600 

5347 DW 2,000 
EK 7fi3f f 4 gq 
PAZ 1221 UN 
GOB55Y a» 


Registration Numbers 




9WGJH 3£QQ 
PBOflE tMO 
GW tsm 


HAZfl ZMO 
HAZ405 660 
HD 9486 

HlLnJO woo 
HIL 1969 1 .000 
HK«4i L700 
hRM law 
I«F«a 12S0 
JIM9BS 1200 

Jws kSSq 

643JKP goo 
•189363 1400 
882 JW £wo 

ffijg t»o 

TffllMT uoo 

2MA . tjjoQ 
SO MAY 3J00 
MflttMAY 500 
M BCX am 


MH 270 4*00 
MIL 345 U» 
WUS K260 
MJABw 500 

SSS ■Si 

MPWae By) 


MW 9428 2,000 
NCI 22300 
W6EUC l*» 
footer tjg] 
PCS 6a 

PHHffllX ag 
7PW »ooo 

RDM 7a S 
«G 944 X eo 6 
IW7RH I loo 

HOflto. (<700 
HOP KB UW0 


RR37W 

2£00 

998 RTU 

EDO 

SADQQ 

UK® 

SJI3 

3000 

64 SM 

5,000 

3333 SM 

4,000 

8TES 

2900 

(FERRARA- 

A11THO 

600 1 

UCKBD0 

700 1 


VADB 

1400 

60 WM 

4JTOQ 

2527 WW 

1200 


lONE OI2S7 40230;, p HQ . . T 

- 1237 ^717-a-i tAv ■ Ai, M .^ T f dr <r- PLUS V..VT 
_AtU AB.,. W.US tllANSI-CH 

















